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IN ASSEMBLY, 
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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

STATE OF NEW YORK : 

Department of Public Instruction, 1 

Superintendent's Office, [ 

Alb^vny, Feb. 14, 1866. j 

Hon. Lyman Tremain, 

Speaker of (he Assembly : 

giR I herewith transmit to the Legislature the Twelfth Annual 

Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the 
abstracts and documents accompanj-ing the same. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

V. M. RICE, 
Supeinntendent of Public Instruction. 
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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OP THE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 



STATE OF NEW YORK: 
Department of Public IxsTRucmoir, 
Albany, February 1, 1866. 

To the Legislature of the State of New York : 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction, in confonnity to the 
provisions of the statute, respectfully submits the following 

REPORT : 

The tables and documents herewith presented are designed to 
show : 

I. The valuation of property in each of the several counties^ 
as equalized by the State Assessors, with the amount of school tax 
in 1860, and the tax of 1865. 

II. The amount of the three-fourth mill tax for the support of 
schools paid by each county; and the amount apportioned to each 
county from the avails of that tax and from the Common School 
Fund ; and the entire amount of school moneys apportioned to 
each county. 

irr. Apportionment of school moneys for the year 1866; show- 
ing the population of each county, by cities and rural districts j 
the number of teachers employed at the same time for twenty- 
eight weeks or more ; the amount apportioned for teachers' wages, 
as "district quotas," and according to population; and the amount 
apportioned for libraries. 

IV. Abstract from tha statistical reports of the School Com- 
missioners, showing : 

1. The number of school districts in each county. 

2. The number of teachers employed at the same time for 
twenty-eight weeks or more. 
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3. Number of children between the ages of five and twenty-on^ 
years, residing in the districts. 

4. Number of free schools, 

5. Number of private schools. 

6. Number of pupils attending private schools. 

7. Time district schools were in session. 

8. Teachers : by whom licensed, and the number of each sex. 

9. Number of children, the average daily attendance, and the 
whole number of days^ attendance during the year. 

10. Number of inspections by School Commissioners. 

11. Number of volumes in district libraries, and their value. 

12. School houses classified as to structure, and their value. 

V. Abstract from the financial reports of the School Commis- 
sioners, showing from what sources moneys have been i-eceivcd, 
and for what purposes expended : 

Receipts. 

1. Amount of money on hand at the commencement of the last 
school year, October 1, 1864. 

2. Amount apportioned by the State Superintendent. 

3. Proceeds of gospel and school lauds. 

4. Amount raised by tax. 

5. Amount raised l)y rate bills, 

6. Received from all other sources. 

7. Total amount of receipts. 



Payments. 



8. For teachers' wages. 



9. For libraries, 

10. For school apparatus. 

11. For colored schools. 

12. For school houses, sites, fences, out houses, repairs, etc. 

13. For all other incidental expenses. 

14. Amount forfeited in the hands of supervisors on the first 
Tuesday of March, 1865. 

15. Amount remaining on hand October 1, 1865, 

16. Total amount of payments. 

VI. Statement showing the increase and diminution of thie 
Common School Fund for the year. 

VII. Showing the investment of the capital of the Common 
School Fund at the close of each fiscal year since its establishment. 
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'VXn. Comparative statistics of the schools for the years 1859-60 
ancl 1864-65. 

[A..] List of academies in which teachers' classes are to be 
organized in 1865-66. 

[13.] List of School Commissioners and City Superintendents. 
[C] Report of the trustees of the Thomas Asylum for orphan 
aad destitute Indian children. 

[I>.] Report of the Superintendents of Indian schools. 
[£.] Statistics of Indian schools. 
[F.] Statistics of Teachers' Institutes. 

[G-] Special reports of School Commissioners and City Super- 
intendents. 

School Districts and School Houses. 

The number of school districts in the State as reported was: 

Itt 1865 11,780 

In 1864 11,717 

Showiog an increase of 63 

The number of school houses and their desicrnation accordinor to 
the material of which they are constructed, is as follows : 

Log. Framed. Brick. Stone. Total. 

l^ 1865 20? 9,874 1,010 632 11,618 

^^ 1864 226 9,941 1,002 643 11,712 

It is certain that there has been no such actual decrease as would 
appear from this comparison. The trustees were this year, for the 
first time, required to report the value of the school houses and 
^^ts. It is, therefore, probable that the returns for 1865 excluded 
iiearly all of those which were hired and not owned by the dis- 

The reported value of school houses and school house sites is : 

T^t^« cities $5,041,061 00 

*^ the rural districts 4,904,862 00 

Total $9,945,923 00 

The average value of the school houses and sites is, therefore : 

yJJ^« cities $17,323 23 

"^•^« rural districts 433 02 

The amount of money expended for school house sites, for 
^^Iding, repairing, purchasing, hiring and insuring school houses, 
' *^^ for fences, out-houses, etc., was: 

Iq , . Cities. Rural Districts. Total. 

Iq ^^05 $516,902 04 $282,258 66 $799,160 70 

*^W 370,815 34 276,435 89 647,301 23 

$146,086 TO $6,772 77 ^V&V^^^Vi ^1 

■ ' -» ^ ■■ -■^= 
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The provision of the oonsolidated school law for the condem- 
nation, by the commissioner and supervisor, of school houses unfit 
for use and not worth repairing, has resulted in the erection or 
preparation for erection of many comfortable and commodious 
school buildiugs ; and the power granted by the same law to trus- 
tees to repair school houses, within the limit of twenty dollars in 
any one year, without the vote of the district, has improved the 
condition of many more. 

By chapter 210 of the laws of 1863 an appropriation cf five 
hundred dollars was made for the preparation of designs and 
specifications for school houses. The designs and specifications 
have been completed, and the frequent calls for them from school 
districts in various parts of the State induce me to suggest the 
propriety of an appropriation for their publication in pamphlet 
form. 

The necessity of well-built, commodious, clean and airy school 
houses has been so often urged upon public attention, that it 
would seem almost superfluous to mention it here ; but so long as 
the evils arising from ill-constnicted, uncomfoilable, unwholesome 
and dilapidated houses exist, so long must the demand for im- 
provement be reiterated till reform be consummated. Not only 
should the prime laws of health be regarded and obeyed in this 
matter, but the moral obligation to furnish all rational means to 
correct, purify and cultivate the taste of the young should be re- 
cognized. The love of beauty, in one or other of its myriad forms, 
is inherent in every human breast not vitiated by corrupt sur- 
roundings ; hence the philosophy no less than the propriety of 
making our school houses temples of beauty, as they are temples 
of knowledge. 

There is a golden link between beauty and utility, and the ex- 
pense of embellishing school rooms and school grounds is trifling, 
compared with the beneficial and refining influence of such care 
upon those plastic natures which must be molded into the men 
and women of future generations. Every ** live " teacher knows 
the pleasure with which even the smallest pupils greet a rich bou- 
quet on the desk, or the joy with which a cherished bud is 
watched as it unfolds its hidden glories to the light, or their ab- 
sorbing interest in the disposition of festooned evergreens for a 
holiday or a gala occasion, or the rapture which the inaugural or 
the new school piano awakens, whether it breathes a simple school 
ballad, or thrills all hearts with the inspiration of the Star Spaii- 
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n\^ ol Banner. Who luis not, among the cherished dreams of child- 

hoc><3, the memory of some flower-laden clambering vino, some 

fa"%rox"ite tree or shrub, or some loved green spot around which 

cHxst:cr the holiest associations. If such testimony be universal, 

acicL such influence potent for good, what so proper to decorato 

•witli trees and flowers as the school house grounds, or where so 

api3ropriate to bestow works of art and Uiste as the school room I 

Sites for School Houses. 

It; is both reason and law that the rights of individuals to pri- 
vato property must yield to pul)lic necessity. Therefore the 
sovereigu people, through the action of the Legislature, may 
rightfully assume the control aud ownership of private property 
for public use, providing therefor a just compensation to the 
owixer. 

The State of New York hioics that the education of her children 

is a matter of great public concern, and a sacred duty which she 

cau not innocently neglect. The children must therefore have 

school houses, and the property of the people is taken to provide 

them ; these school houses must have sites — grounds whereon to 

stand — and the property of the people is taxed to pay for them. 

It is also a matter of public concern that the site of the school 

house should be central, in a healthy location, and conveniently 

««cessible for the attendance of the children ; but in very many 

instances, as reported to this Department by those seeking relief, 

such desirable situation is owned by some gruflf old bachelor who 

has spent his lonely years in inconsiderately repeating by word 

and by deed ** You take care of yourself, and I'll take care of my- 

self .'> Qj.^ ]jy some unenlightened and parsimonious landlord, who, 

^^ avoid the payment of a few dollars towards building a new 

school house, utterly refuses for any consideration, or at least 

^^ any reasonable consideration, to part with the spot of ground 

*^'ch would best accommodate his own and his neighbors' chil- 
dren. 

^te old school houses, rudely built forty or fifty years ago by 

^ fathers and our grandfathers, are now very generally unfit 

, ^Viy use ; and owing to the changes which have taken place in 

^ ^ t^oundaries of districts, and in the number and location of resi- 

. ^^s, many of these sites, originally selected with little care as 

^*^^ir fitness,, have ceased to be acceptable to the people ; and 

^^^, which were well chosen, and which, with some additions 
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from adjoining lands, might be made to accommodate the many, 
have as yet no play grounds, and are of too small dimensions to 
admit even of the erection of the out-buildings demanded by pro- 
priety and decency. This last deficiency must greatly enhance 
the present urgent demand for the acquisition and appropriation 
of suitable sites for new school houses, and for the enlargement 
of the grounds of old ones. The difficulty of getting possession 
of suitable grounds for these purposes will probably remain in- 
surmountable, unless a law be passed, by which, for a just com- 
pensation, such lands may be taken and appropriated to such pub- 
lic use. 

The sites of our school houses should be chosen in places that 
are both convenient and pleasant ; and where any land owner 
plants himself in the way of obtaining such, the law should lay 
hands on him and remove him ; thus enforcing the conviction that 
there is, for the children of this country, a grand highway to 
learning which no man may obstruct. 

Libraries. 
The number of volumes in the district libraries was : 

Cities. Rural Districts. Total. 

Inl865 96,914 1,181,209 1,278,123 

Inl864 89,446 1,036,992 1,125,438 

It will be seen that there is an apparent increase in the number 
of books over those of the preceding year; it is probable, on the 
contrary, that they have diminished. The trustees have, for the 
first time, been required to report the value as well as the number; 
and those trustees — several thousand — who failed to make these 
returns to the School Commissioner, were, subsequently, required 
to report directly to this Department. More than sixteen hund- 
red supplementary reports have thus been received, giving an 
additional number of 98,531 books, which are included in the 
aggregate above, as is also their reported value of $54,618 in the 
aggregate total below. 

It appears from all the returns that the value of the libraries in 
the State 16 : 

In the cities $107,841 

In the rural districts.^ 516,170 

Total $624,011 

It is believed that in most cases the trustees have under-estimated 
the value of the books. From inquiries made of the trustees of many 
districts since their annual reports, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the cause of their making so low an estimate, this belief is con- 
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led; and the opinion is entertained that the district school 
lil>x*ari^8, even in their neglected condition, are worth nearly a 
mi 1 1 ion of. dollars. 

The amount of money reported as having been expended for 
librai'ies, was : 

Cities. Rural DistrioU. Total. 

InT8C5 $9,308 28 $17,507 80 $26,816 08 

Inl864r 6,409 25 21,481 26 26,800 61 



amount expended for school apparatus was : 

Cities. Rural Districts. Total. 

To 1865 $165,745 34 $10,011 86 $175,766 70 

Inl864: 128,447 79 8,165 70 137,613 49 

The whole sum expended for libraries and apparatus during the 
year was $202,572.78. 

The $55,000 appropriated from the United States Deposit Fund 
for library purposes was divided between the cities and rural dis- 
tricts according to their population as follows : 

TotH© cities $20,14214 

lo tt&e rural districts 34,857 86 

Total, $55,000 00 

Tile number of districts reporting book (!ases for their libraries 
was 7,980. 

U^ndcr the provisions of the new law there need be no appre- 
hension that the library money will be wasted. When notexpend- 
®^ for books it makes up a fractional part of the aggregate amount 
paicj fbrteachers' wages andschool apparatU8,which are, certainly, of 
c^^^u.1 importance, in view of the fact that thousands of families 
now Iiave private libraries, and that a very large proportion of 
all a,x*e liberally supplied with meritorious newspapers and peri- 

Children and Teachers. 

-I*lie number of children reported between the ages of five and. 
*'^^^^ty-ono years, was : 

Cities. Rural Districts. Total. 

iS il5* *®7>^®® ^^^'^^^ 1,398,769 

^^ Aa«4 447,469 860,353 1,307,822 

-^ti actual enumeration of the children of school age is annually 
°^^^^ in the rural districts, and the figures for them are accepted 
*^ Correct. In several of the smaller cities, also, an annual euumera- 

^^ is made, but in the larger cities an estimated number is given. 

^^ number of children over five and under twenty-one years of 



afir, 



^^ in fact forms in each of the counties and cities pretty nearly 
^ Qame uniform per cent, of the entire population of the respect- 
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ive counties and cities, and, holding this fact in mind, a careful 
examination and comparison of the number of children estimated 
for the respective cities, shows them to approach very near to 
accuracy. 

Of the number of children reported, 916,617 are represented to 
have been, during some part of the year, attendants of the schools. 
The niunber reported as having attended school during the year 
1863-4, was 881,184. This shows an increase for the past year 
of 35,433. 

The average daily attendance for the year (excluding fractions) 

was : 

In the cities 136,515 

In the rural districts. 258,962 

Total, 395,617 

The number of free schools reported, including union free 
schools, and schools in the cities and in some of the villages made 
free by special acts, was 734, which shows an increase of this 
class of schools of 71. 

The number of private schools iis 1,481, with an aggregate 
attendance of 54,345. 

The whole number of pupils attending the academies during the 
year was 35,355, and the average attendance for each of the sev- 
eral terms was 20,884. No record of the average daily attendance 
can be obtained. Of the whole number registered 20,443 were 
academical students, and 14,912 were primary pupils. 

The following is a summary of the whole number of pupils 
reported as receiving scholastic instruction, as distributed among 
colleges, academies, private schools and common schools : 

GoUegce 1,420 

Academies 35,355 

Private Schools , 54>345 

Common Schools 916,617 

Total, 1,007,737 

The percentage of attendance in each of these various classes of 
schools, is, therefore : 

In the colleges, a little more than fourteen hundredths of one 
per cent. (.001409.) 

In the academies, a little more than three and a half j)er cent. 
(.035074). 

In private schools, a little more than five per cent. (.053927). 

In the common schools, nearly ninety-one per cent. (.909580). 
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The average time the schools were in session during the year, 
not including the cities, was thirty weeks and four days; in the 
cities, forty-three weeks. 

The whole number of teachers employed was : 

Male. Female. Tot*l. 

InlMS 4,452 22,017 2«,469 

Inl8«4 5,707 " 21,181 20,888 

As these members include all qualified teachers who have been 
employed for any time, however short, during the year, the "num- 
ber of teachers employed at the same time for twenty-eight weeks 
or more," will give a clearer view of the number required at any 
time to supply all the schools. 

That number was : 

Cities. Raral Distriets. ToUI. 

Iiil865 3,410 12,008 15,478 

In 1864 3,408 12,399 15,807 

The amount expended for teachers' wages was : 

Cities. Rural DistrfeU. Total. 

In 1845 $1,932,438 20 $2,043,655 17 $3,976,093 49 

Ib1864 1,554,212 18 1,539,248 28 3,093,460 46 

These figures show an increase of money paid for teachers' 
wages during the year, of $882,632.97— in the cities, $378,226.08; 
in the rural districts, $504,406.89. This increase is attributed 
chiefly to the facts : 

First, that during the year, the schools in the rural districts 
were in session much longer than they were in the preceding year ; 
thereby increasing the sum total paid to their teachers ; 

Second, that there is, this year, included in the amount paid for 
teachers' wages, the estimated value of the board of teachers who 
^* boarded round ;" 

Third, that in both city and country, there has been a very 
generous increase in the salaries of teachers above those of the 
preceding year, showing a growing appreciation on the part of the 
people of the services of their teachers. 

The average annual salaries of teachers, as shown by those 
figures, is : 

In the cities • ••• $563 70 

In the rural distrieU 169 34 

This will give for the average wages per week, of teachers in 
the rural districts about $5.46. 

The amount raised by local taxation for school purposes was: 

Cities. Rural Districts. Total. 

In 1865 $2,655,544 45 $845,525 75 $3,501,070 20 

In 1864 1,993,479 67 674,599 62 2,668,079 29 

The sum raised by rate bill, $655,158.78, in the rural districts, 
should be added to the amount raised by tax, which makes the 
whole sum raised in the rural districts $1,500,684.53. 
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Public Moneys. 
The revenue from the Common School Fund during the year 
was: 

Balance in Treasury, Sept. 30, 1864 $56,806 50 

From the Pund proper ; 186,462 20 

From the U. S. Deposit Pand 165,000 00 

$408,267 70 
Paid during the year 326,560 19 

Balance in Treasury, Sept. 30, 1865 $31,706 91 

The amount of school money for the school year 1865-6 is 
derived as follows : 

From the Common School Pund proper $1 55,000 00 

« « U. S. Deposit Fund 165,000 00 

« « State School Tax 1,126,000 00 

$1,446,000 00 

The money is apportioned as follows ; 

For salaries of School Commissioners $56,000 00 

For. Libraries 55,000 00 

For Indian Schools 1*714 47 

For District Quotas 438,721 32 

For Pupil and Average Attendance Quotas $877,564 21 

For and on account of supervision in cities 15,000 00 

For separate neighborhoods, from Contingent Fund 67 62 

892,631 8.3 

Bal^nqe of Contingent Fund 1,932 38 

$1,446,000 00 

The following is a more specific statement : 
The sum of $155,000, derived from the Common School Fund 
proper, is apportioned : 

For District Quotas $51,661 89 

For Pupil and Average Attendance Quotas 103, 338 1 1 

$155,000 00 

The sum of $165,000 derived from the U. S. Deposit 
Fund, is apportioned : 

For salaries of Sehool Commissioners, $56,000 00 

For and on account of Supervision in cities 15,000 00 

For Libraries 55,000 00 

For District Quotas , 12,998 80 

For Pupil and Average Attendance Quotas 26,001 20 

$165,000 00 

The sum of $1,126,000, appropriated from the pro- 
ceeds of the State Tax, is apportioned : 

For a Contingent Fund $2,000 00 

For Indians, as equivalent of Library money $59 40 

For Indians, as Equivalent of District Quotas • 707 25 

For Indians, according to population 947 82 

1,714 47 

For district Quotas 374,060 63 

Fox PupU and Average Attendance Quotas 748,224 90 

$1,126,000 00 

$1,446,000 00 
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Summary op School Statistics. 

ic following table is a summary of the statistical and finan- 
cial, i^ reports of the commou schools for the year ending September 
30, 1865. 

STATISTICAL. 

Cities. Rural Districs. Total. 

Knxxi't»«r of districts 291 11,489 11,780 

2(«:&KK&l>«rof teachers employed at the same 

-t^izKB^ for twenty-eight weeks or more. .. 3,410 12,068 15,478 
l(va'xnl>er of children between 5 and 21 y'rs 

or w^ge 607,009 891,750 1,398,759 

A^tS^^S^^ number of weeks' school by 

<iu a. lified teachers 12,540 355,463 368,003 

NviKol>«r of male teachers employed 342 4,110 4,452 

'Nia.nal>«r of female teachers employed.... 2,112 18,905 22,017 

N una l>«r of children attending school 310,556 606,061 916,617 

■A verskge daily attendance 136,515 259,102 395,617 

Nv3ixK&l>«r of times schools have been visited 

\>y Commissioners 18,760 18,760 

Niiml>«r of volumes in district libraries... 96,914 1,181,209 1,278,123 

N ixxnl>er of school houses 291 11,327 11,618 

Number of log houses 202 202 

Number of frame houses 59 9,815 9,874 

Number of brick houses 230 780 1,010 

Number of stone houses 2 530 532 

FINANCIAL. 

Reocipts: Cities. Rural Districts. Total. 

Amount on hand October 1, 1864 $375,219 05 $99,228,83 $474,447 88 

Apportionment of public moneys 443,745 55 935,517 23 1,379,262 78 

Prooecdsof gospel and school lands 125 89 18,705 22 18,831 11 

B.aisedbytax 2,655,544 45 845,525 75 3,501,070 20 

Kaiaedby rate biU 656,158 78 666,158 78 

Froua all other sources 14,044 20 209,427 59 223,471 79 

totals $3,488,679 14 $2,763,663 40 $6,252,242 54 

Expenditures: 

'^^r teachers' wages $1,932,438 26 $2,04^,666 17 $3,976,093 43 

*,or libraries 9,308 28 17,507 80 26,816 08 

^or school apparatus 165,745 34 10,011 36 176,766 70 

*or oolored schools 31,661 30 5,060 96 36,622 26 

^w school houses, sites, etc 616,902 04 282,258 66 799,160 70 

Joj" ^11 other incidental expenses 428,402 47 291,856 62 720,269 09 

forfeited, in bands of supervisors 761 98 761 98 

Aiiioiint on hand October 1, 1865 404,321 45 112,460 85 616,782 30 

totals $3,488,679 14 $2,763,663 40 $6,262,242 54 

— ■ ' ■ ~ — ~ —A 

-Oeductlng from this total amount of $6,252,242.54, the amount 
*^'\^liand October 1, 1865, and the actual expense of maintaining the 
^^ools during the year is shown to be : 

J° ^5^6 cities $3,084,357 69 

■ ^-kfce rural districts 2,651,102 55 

Tlotal $5,736,460 24 

-he corresponding total last year was $4,549,870.66. 

Attendance. 
*3?he Statistics received at this Department relative to attendance, 
^^Ve never until this year been such as to show the actual aggre- 
8^t:e number of davs' attendance of children, or the average daily 
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attendance. Those gathered the past school year, and embraced 
in this report, are reliable, and are of great value, for the reason 
that they throw a flood of light on this subject of attendance. 
They show a total attendance of 73,401,749 days; being for the 
cities 30,020,155, and for the rural districts 43,381,594 days. 

The average daily attendance shown is, for the cities, 136,515 
pupils, and for the rural districts 259,102 pupils, making a total of 
895,617 pupils. That is, the attendance at the public schools in 
the State, for the school year closing with September 30th, 1865, 
was equal to the attendance of 395,617 children attending school 
through the school year, every, day on which the schools were in 
This will appear fi"om the following: 
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The first colu»»ni of this table shows the average nu i.ber of cliildrcn, ovci* five ar^ 
tinder twenty-one yers of age, residing in each county, pirt of a county, or cit>^ 
for each qualified teacher employed for 28 weeks, or during the time school w>^ 
taught. These numbers, for each county and city, are found by dividing the whof 
number of children over five and under twenty-one years of age residing in th^ 
county or city, by the number of qualified teachers employed as aforesaid in such' 
county or city. 

It will be seen that this number varies largely, ranging from 34.73 in Hamilton 
county, to 220.86 in Richmond coun^^y, 221.72 in this city, and 1541.71 in the 
towns of the county of Kings. The average number for the StJite is 90.37; for the 
dtics, 1-I8.G8, and 73 89 for the rural districts. Tn the rural districts the variations 
e^dend from 34.73 in Hamilton county, to 220.8G in the county of Richmond. 

The second column shows the average number of children over 6 and under 17 years 
of age residing in the res'pective counties and cities, for each qualified teacher . By com- 
parison and approximate calculation it is ascertained from census statistics that that 
portion of the population of the State consisting of persons over 6 and under 17 years oj 
age is yery nearly 68.74 per cent, of that portion embracing persons over 5 and undei 
il years of age. Hence the figures in column 2 may be obtained from those ir 
column 1, by multiplying them by the decimal .6874. I need not remark that the 
numbers in column 2 will, when compared one with another, show the same ratios 
as the numbers in column 1. Comparatively few children under 6 years of age, and 
also of those over 17 years of age, attend the common district school for any consid- 
erable portion of the school year; and hence it has been deemed l)est to make calcu- 
lati:»ns and compare results including in one case the number of children over 5 anc 
under 21 years of age, in the other, those over 6 and under 17 years of age. 

The ayarage daily attendance of pupils during the school year is found, for cacl 
school district, by dividing the total numl)er of days' attendance of all the pupih 
attending school during the school year, by the actual number of days the schoo 
ivas in session. The average daily attendance for eich district in each county anc 
city is thus found; and these numbers, being added, give the total average dailj 
attendance of pupils for each county and city in the State. Such average dailj 
attendance for any county shows that the actual aggregate number of days' attend- 
ance, in the county, is equal to what the number of days' attendance of the pupils 
indicated by the figures placed in this column, would be, in case they attended rcgu 
larly every day on which the school was in session during the year. By dividing 
the ayerage daily attendance for any county or city by the number of qualifiec 
teachers for such county or ci y, we a.scertain the average number of pupils, foi 
each qualified teacher, in daily attendance at the schools for the whole time schoo 
was. in session during the school year. 

The third column in the table shows the proportionate average daily attendance 
of pupils in each county and city, for each qualified teacher. These numbers agaii 
differ very widely; ranging, in the cities, from 28.45 in Poughkeepsie, to 68.07 ii 
Auburn; — in the rural districts, from 10.05 in Hamilton county, to 40.95 in Rich 
mond. The attendance of children has been equivalent, in the whole State, to ai 
average number of over 25 (25.55) pupils for each qualified teacher, attending school 
through the year, every day on which the school was in session; in the cities, a lit- 
tle over 40 (40.03) pupils; and in the rural districts, over 21 (21.47) pupils. 

The figures in the fourth column are obtained, for each county and city, by divid- 
ing the average daily attendanca by the number of children resident therein, over 5 
ani under 21 years of age. This column, therefore, shows what percent, the actual 
aggr^te number of days* attendance, for each city and county, is of what the full 
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ance, of all the children over 5 and under 21 years of age residing in the 
ty or city, would be, if they had attended school every day on which school 
In session threngh the year. In o'hcr words, it shows how larj^ an average 
attendance at school, during all tlio tinnc school was in session, there was for 
ji 100 children over 5 and under 21 yea-s of age, residing in the county or city, 
e figures in the fifth column are obtained by dividirg the average daily attend- 
, for each county and city, by the number of children resident therein, over 6 
imder 17 years of age. Ilencc it shows what per cent, the actual aggregate 
l)cr of days' attendance is of what the full attendance of all the children over 6 
k¥i«l iiuder 17 years of ago would be, if they (and they only) had attended school 
tbromigh the year every day on which school was in session 

e numbers in these list mentioned two coln.nns are of great interest and pecu- 

ignificance — for the reason that they show pretty accurately the educational 

a^atvts of the various counties and cities, and indicate the de^^ree of efficiency of the 

pul>lic schools, and of the interest in them shown by the people. Leaving the towns 

of Kings county out of the question, which give only 2.10 per cent., we find that the 

per cent, varies in the fourth column, in the rural districts, from 18.54 per cent, in 

Kichiuond county, to 38.02 per cent, in Chenango county; — in the cities, from 

^9 -42 per cent, in Poughkeepsie, to 49.29 per cent, in Auburn. The general average 

fcr the rural districts is 29.06 per cent.; for the cities 2092 per cent.; for the entire 

8*»t^, 28.28. Thus we see that tlie total attendance of all the children attending 

the public schools in the State is about 28.28 per cent, of what the full attendance of 

•*' the children over 5 and under 21 years of ago would be, if they had attended 

*^ery day on which school was in session through the year. 

^he numbers in the fifth column compared with each other, show the same ratios 
•8 those of column 4. We find the aggregate attendance in the whole St'ite to be 
*1-14 per cent, of what the attendance would be if it consisted of the full attendance 
•"^^H those children over 6 and under 17 years of age, attending every day on which 
^l^ool was in session. In the rural districts this per cent, is a little greater, being 
^•28 ; whae in the cities it is 39. 16. 

^he sixth column shows how many children over 5 and under 21 years of age, 

wtend the public schools some portion of the year, for each 100 children over 6 and 

wider 17 years of age. It will be obser^'ed that in a majority of the counties the 

^'^ole number thus attending school is greater than the number residing in such 

^^nties respectively, over 6 and under 17 years of age. It must not be inferred 

"^'Ji this that all the chiMren over 6 and under 17 years of age attend the public schools 

*oin^ portion of the school year. Probably they do not in any case; but none, in 

^^ <^se are reported as attending, except such as are over 5 and under 21 years of 

^^* To explain more definitely: for each and every 100 children in the State over 

'^^ under 17 years of age, there are nearly 148 (mathematically 147.02) children 

^•^ 5 and under 21 years of age. Now the tabular number in the sixth column for 

^^taraugus county is 123.70; which shows that for every 100 children over 6 and 

^^^r 17 years of age, or, what amounts to the same thing, every 148 children over 

*^il under 21 yeara of age, residing in Cattaraugus county, 123 (123.70) children 

**tend the public schDols during some portion of the school 3'ear. It will be seen 

7^^ there is a great disparity in the numbers given for the different counties and 

^les. The number of children attending public schools is comparatively smaller in 

^^ cities than in the rural districts. After making all duo allowance for private 

schools in the cities, it still remains true that the number of children growing up in 

^<>rance is comparatively much greater in the cities than in the rural districts. The 

average number attending school some portion of the year, for every 100 children 
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over 6 and under 17, or every 148 over 5 and under 21 years of age, ranges in the 
feveral cities from 58 (57.99) in Utica, to 99 (99.29) in Schenectady— while the 
average number for all the cities is 89 (89.12). In no city, except New York, doe^ 
the number attending school some portion of the school year equal the nmnl)er over 
6 and under 17 years of age. Leaving the towns of Kings county out of the ques- 
tion, where the number is only 8 47, the numbers range in the rural districts from 
64 (64.29) in Richmond county, to 124 (123.70) in Cattaraugus county; while the 
average number for the rural districts is 99 (98.89). Tlie average number for the 
entire State is 95 (95.35). 

This shows that the whole number of children over 5 and under 21 years of age, 
attending the public schools some portion of the year, is 95 35 percent, of the whole 
number of children over 6 and under 17 years of age residing in the State. There 
are 38 counties, in each of which the number attending school some portion of the 
year is greater than the nun ber over 6 and un ler 17 years of age. This is a diet 
very gratifying to the friends of popular education, and one which will encourage 
them to higher and more earnest efforts in the future, and re-assure them in 
their hopes of final and complete success in this great cause of the people. 

The seventh column is obtained by dividing the average daily attendance for each 
county and city, by the corresponding whole number of children attending school 
during some portion of the 3'ear. The numbers in this column will, therefore, vary 
from two causes: First, not all the children attended the same fractional part of 
the time during which school was in session; and, second, the children did not all 
attend with the same regularity. The numbers will consequently show irregularity 
of attendance; and for this purpose, more particularly, is this column designed. TIm. 
Bearer the per cent, approaches to 100, the greater is the degree of regularity of 
attendance, and the greater the average portion of time during which school was in sea- 
son that the children have attended. If in any county or city the children attend- 
ing school s:me portion of the year, all attended r^ularly every day school was in 
session, then the average daily attejidance of pupils would be, for such county or 
<dty, equal to the whole number of children attending school at all, or enrolled on 
the register of attendance; and this average daily attendance being divided by the 
number registered, the dividend and divisor being equal, would show 100 per cent.; 
that is, the attendance at school of those attending at all would be perfect, each one 
9f th3 pupils registered at school having attended regularly every day during thp 
time school was open. The numbers in this column show, also, precisely how large 
the average daily attendance of pupils is for every 100 children registered at the 
schools ns having attended during some portion of the year; or, in other words, 
ivhat per cent, the actual attendance, for the school year, of those children attending 
achool at all, is of what their attendance would have been had they attended through 
the year, regularly, every day on which school was really in session. Thase num- 
bers also vary considerably. Leaving out the towns of Kings county, they range 
from 30.37 per cent, in Sullivan county, to 74.20 per cent, in the city of Auburn. It 
will be observed from these numbers, that while the number of childien attending 
Cfchoolsome portion of the year forms in the cities a less per cent, of tha whole number 
over 5 and under 21 years of age, than in the rural districts; yet the attcnd- 
^ance of those actually going to school is more regular, and for a greater portion of 
the year, in the cities than in the rural districts. 

, Some of the counties and cities have a fair standing in some of the columns, whilo- 
in others they do not appjar in so enviable a light. Hence, to find the propar edu- 
cational status of any county or city, the numbers relating to it, standing in all 
these columns, should be examined and compared. 
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»'om the Tabular Synopsis of Attendance and the foregoing 
^^.|-i^i2irk8 in regard to it, it will be seen that there was an immense 
of tiinc from school during the past school year. Ix*t U8 
T*taiti, so far as we may, its precise amount. That the estimate 
i^si^ Ikj fiiir and reasonable, we will compute the loss for those 
<.Vii\<-li*^n only who arc over 6 and under 17 yeai-s of age. The 
niiriil^er of children in the State over 5 and under 21 j-ears of age^ 
as rc*p<)rted by the school officei's, was 1,398,759. The number 
ovci* 6 and under 17 years of age being, as previously stated, about 
68.74 per cent, of these, would consequently be very nearly 961,5 18- 
Now, every day during the year some of this last number wcrd 
in sohool and others out of school; and if we knew the average 
niiiiilier of those in school, then, by subtnicting it from 961,518, 
w^ should ascertain the average number of those who were out of 
school. The average number of children ovei' 5 and under 21 yearif 
of cw^e in school every day dui'ing the year, as reported by the 
fechcxd officers, was 395,617. Some of these were under i\ and 
^ttic*rs over 17 years of age. Hence, were these 8ul)tracted from 
tho whole number in school (395,617), evidently we should find 
the number of those over 6 and under 17 years of age, who were 
"^ ^ohool, to be less than 395,617. If we subtnwt 395,617 from 
^^1 ^'SIS, we obtain for a remainder 565,901. But the number of 
^*^Hdren over 6 and under 17 years of age every day in school 
'^oi iig \q^ than 395,617 (the number previously subtracted), if we 
'®^*l>t:ract it from the same number, 961,518 (which represenls the 
^lioje number of children in the State over 6 and under 17 years 
*^'g^*)> we shall obtain for the remainder (which, as before stated, 
*^^^^t i-epresent the number of those children every -day out of 
^<ihool), a number greater than 565,901. Therefore there were, 
wn-iiig the past year, in the State, on an average, more than 565.901 
^^ildren over 6 and under 17 years of age every day out of school. 
"^■^'s amounts to an annual loss, by childi-en of this age only, of 
^Ver 565,901 school years' instruction. Thus more than half a 
^^^■lion of years' instruction have been lost in a single year ! 
l^t us compute this loss from a pecuniary stand-point. The 
^'^^ paid out in the State for public schools for the last school 
year was 15,735,460.24. The schools were open to all these chil- 
^^^en during the whole time school wiis in session; and hence, those 
/^*ling to attend lost the benefit of this money. The children over 
^^d mider 17 years of age in the State are about 68.74 per cent. 
^hose over 5 and under 21; consequently 68.74 per cent, of this 
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Bum ($5,735,460.24) is the portion properly applicable to tfref^ 
iustruction. This amounts to $3,942,555.36. Those attending 
school arc, as shown by the fifth column in the Tabular Synopsis^ 
41.14 per cent, ofthe whole number over 6 and under 17 years ot 
age; consequently (100 — 41.14) 58.86 per cent, of these children 
were out of school. Having been out of school, tlicy have lost 
the benefit of their share of this money, which (being 58.86 per 
cent, of it), amounts to $2,320,588.08. 

This is the loss for a single year; but it is conaparatively a small 
share of the total loss. The loss of a single year's instruction, 
viewed pecuniarily, is a great loss to the child so losing it. 
•* Knowledge is power,^^ and gives an individual increased ability" 
to earn and accumulate money. Let us suppose that the loss of 
each child losing a year's instruction, as above stated, was eqidva-' 
leiit to $50 over and above the loss previously estimated. 

This sum multiplied by 565,901, the number of children over 
6 and under 17 years of age every day out of school, givea 
$28,295,050; which, added to $2,320,588.08, the otiier sum lost, 
gives $30,615,638.08. 

This is the loss for one vear. Were this state of thino:s to eon- 
tinue, the loss would increase from year to year in the same ratic^ 
"with the increase of population. But were only this loss to occur 
annually, in a single decade it would amount to $306,156,380.80- 
In fifty years it w^ould reach $1,530,781,904, which exceeds by 
$14,925,475 the total valuation of the taxable property in the 
State, as given by the local assessors in the year 1865 ! 

Great as this loss appears, thus estimated, it is infinitely greatei' 
-when regarded in a mental and moral point of view. What is lost: 
is of too precious a nature to admit of measurement by any com- 
mercial standard of vahie. It is personal and direct to the chil- 
dren losing the instruction and its power for usefulness, and it 
-subtracts just so much from the sum total of w^hat should be the 
united power and wisdom of the future. The harvest time of 
youth is lost, and often supphuited by damage and mischief. Hu- 
man happiness,^ all the beneficial results which must surely flow 
from a knowledge of their political duties as citizens of a free 
country, from a proper appreciation of the principles of social 
Qthics, and from a conscientious understanding of the obligations 
pf obedience to tlie wholesome restrictions and directions of hiws, 
both himiau and divine — all are jeopardized, or lost, or w^ors© 
than lo^t. 
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t\ whatever light presented, the fact of this non-nttendnnce at 

ilio ^<^hool8 should command the serious attention of the Legisla- 

tiiv^^* Tt) the State and to the world this i« of greater importance 

tli^i.11 ail the canals^ railroads, and hanks, which deservedly occupy 

go much attention. Instruclion is the good seed sown, which 

yioldeth some fifty and some an hundred fold. 

I3wt the question arises, What are the practical remedies? 1 

answer that the time may come when the Slate will be obliged, for 

her own safety, to make attendance obligatory. She may be 

oV>ligcd to do so, compelled by her sense of duty to protect, in 

tlie enjoyment of their right in the schools, those who are too 

young and dependent to protect themselves. Surely, she can 

allow neither the minds nor the bodies of her children to starve, 

when herself blessed with abundance. 

Granting that every child has a right to only so nmch instruo* 

^^oi\ as shall fit him for the most ordinary duties of the citizen and 

the man; then the school, and the use of the time of his life when 

"'s activities are in full play, are for him also; they are the means 

^^cessary to the end, and no parent or guardian can justly deprive 

him of either. No guardian is excusable for starving the mortal 

body ^jf [jjg ^vard; if he does so, the law steps in and deals with 

^'^J» and no one complains of the humane interference, nor doubts 

t«e rightful authority of the law. How much more leprehensible 

^s tliQi wrong when, through thoughtlessness, parsimoniousuess, or 

^ulevolence, such starving process is inflicted upon the immortal 

^iiicl I And if this starving system be persisted in after persua^ 

s^Ve und other corrective measures have been tried and failed, who 

^^^\ question the just expediency of a law to compel attendance 

^pc>n school instruction ? 

Siich a law, however, should be the last resort. Invitation and 
P^^^s^iiasion are more in accordance with the genius of our institu> 
"^ti8 than the exercise of compulsory power; and it seems to me 
^*^*it the wisdom of the State should first undertake to make the 
^^hools so attractive, and mental application so pleasant and its 
V^sults so desirable, that the multitudes of absentees and truants 
'^Ui voluntarily and cheerfully seek the school-room with punc- 
tuality. A resort to measures requisite for such a purpose is so 
unquestionably within the jurisdiction of legislative power that 
objeclion could not be raised. 

First, then, the State should make ample provision for the prepar- 
ation of teachers, who will, by all their words and deeds, com- 
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maiicI the attention and gain the conscience and love of both parentis 
and children. To secure such preparation, many more normal and 
training schools should be estabb'shed and provided with an efr 
cient support; teacher^^ instrtutes and associations should be 
encouraged, and the appropriation for the former should be so 
increased, that two or more corps of skillful teachers can be eon* 
fttantly employed in the different counties in giving instruction to 
the local teachers. A comparatively small additional appropria* 
tion for this purpose would be of invaluable service. The salaries 
of the School Commissioners, also, should be so increased, as to 
enable them to devote their entire time to their noble work. 

Finally, the proposition that ''the property of the State should 
educate the childreu of the State," should be can-ied out, by 
making the schools at once jmd forever free. From the inception 
of our school system, the support of schools by taxation of pro* 
perty has been sanctioned by successive legislative enactments. 
8ince that early period, by authority of statute law, the property 
Df school districts has been taxed for the purchase of sites, for 
erecting and furnishing school-houses, and for the payment of 
exemptions from and deficiencies in rate l)ills. The Constitution 
of 1822 dedicated to the Common School Fund all the proceeds of 
the lands belonging to the State, and the income therefrom to the 
flfupport of schools. The Constitution of 1846 confirms that dedi- 
cation by declaring that the capital of that fund shall be preserved 
inviolate, and its revenues applied to the support of conmion 
schools; and the provision is included, that $25,000 from the 
revenue of the United States Deposit Fund shall be ainnially 
added to the Common School Fund. The Legislature of 1851, after 
the people had declared by an overwhelming vote in favor of 
taxation for the entire support of the schools, or, in other words, 
that the property of the State should educate the children of the 
State, authorized a State tax of $800,000 for this purpose ; and 
the Legislature of 1856 increased that amount by making the tax 
three-fourths of a mill. Numerous special acts, based on the same 
just and wise policy, have been passed from time to time, by nieand 
of which the schools of our cities and of many i»f our villafijes ai-e 
supported wholly by taxivti(m upon property. Under authority of 
law, the people of other villages and thickly populated districts, 
have organized union free schools ; thus by voluntary action sane* 
tioning this policy, and acknowledging its justic*e. 

If the hundreds of thousands intellectually starved by the ope*^ 
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ration of the odious rate bill could rise up in contrast witli those 

generously nourished by the free system, the revolution in favor 

of the latter would become an •• irrepressible conflict,*' which 

would result in the total overthrow of that slavish love of gain, 

which denies the common brotherhood of man, and ignores the 

divine command, •* Love thy neighlior as thyself" I cjui conceive 

no higher legislative obligation than that of making provisions by 

which the portals to the school shall be thrown more widely open 

and attendance thus encouniged. 

I may be allowed, in this connection, to manifest a special 
anxiety for the children of those soldiers and sailors who have 
died or been disabled while serving in the army or navy of the 
United States, by recommending that provision be made by which 
the public ^schools shall be required, and all other institutions of 
learning that participate in the distribution of any of the public 
moneys be induced, to give them instruction free of tuition. It is 
helieved that this Ihmiu should be generously and freely extended 
*od made an inheintance^ a rights recognized and secured by the 
"^jesty of law. A manifestation of an earnest gratitude for the 
services and sacrifices of their fathers would be worthy of a grate- 
"*l people. How so touchingly manifest that gratitude, as by such 
* provision for their children I If in other times the life of thi» 
'^^tion shall be again imperiled, where so hopefully look for the 
*^yal and brave, as to these foster-children whose incentive shall 
"^» not only to imitate the manly and patriotic deeds of their 
**ther», but to shield the Protectress, who, in their early years, 
f^Med them in her arms with a loving kindness second only to 
^hat of Him who gave to us the victory I 

iNSTrrunoN for the Deaf and Dumb. 

iHie Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the New York 

**^stitution for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb, for the year 

^nOiug December 31, 1865, will exhibit the increasing efficiency 

^d usefulness of that noble Institution, which for nearly fifty 

y^ars has done such signal service in the interest of a most unfor* 

tauate class, opening before them a new world of effort and enjoy- 

*^«^nt, and advancing them to usefulness and honor. 

This Institution was incorporated in 1817, and its management 
^^** vested in a society which now humbers 669 life members, rep- 
resenting different pails of the State. At their annual meeting in 
^y, the society elect a Board of Directors, composed of gentle* 
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men of high standing and intelligence, who devote gratuitous"^ 
much time to the trust committed to them. 

The buildings occupied by the Institution, which were finishc 
in 1856, are situated on Washiugton Heights, in a commandic 
position on the Hudson river. The site is peculiarly attractive air 
salubrious, and the buildings are admirably adapted to the purpos 
for which they were erected. 

The grounds owned by the institution comprise 37^ acres, aii 
are in a high state of cultivation. 

This Institution is now the largest of its kind in the w orld, an 
the system of instruction is believed to embrace all that is val 
able in other similar institutions, and to present additional feature 
the value of which experience has successfully demonstrated. Ti 
venerable and accomplished Principal, Dr. Peet, is assisted by 
full corps of able and experienced teaclurs* 

In the intervals of study the pupils are exercised for two < 
three hours each day in mechanical trades, that they may thus 1: 
prepared to support themselves by their own industry, when the 
pass from the care of the Institution. 

The aggregate number of pupils the past year has been 40$ 
234 males and 168 females ; of these, 267 are supported by tl 
State, 81 by the counties, 13 by the State of New Jerse3^ 2 1 
the institution, and 39 by their friends. The whole number > 
pupils the preceding year was only 354, of whom 256 were Sta 
pupils. 

The annual report of the Institution w^ill exhibit in full the sta 
of its finances, and as in 1865, will show an insufficiency in tl 
appropriation to meet expenses* The per caj)ita allowance by tl 
State is only $180, a sum obviously inadequate, in view ot' tl 
peculiar care necessary to be bestowed upon these pupils, and < 
the present and prospective high prices of all the means of livin; 
These necessities, it is almost superfluous to say, call most urgent! 
upon the Legislature to grant a more cfiEicient relief — a relief d 
manded on the score of justice as well as of charity — to these oi 
unfortunate fellow creatures, thus doomed to pass their lives : 
the dreary realms of silence* 

It is also suggested, that the amount to be paid by counti 
pending pupils under 12 years of age, as provided by chapter 3 - 
of the Laws of 1863, which is fixed at $150 per annum, should ' 
correspondingly increased. 
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New York Institution for tiie Blind. 

?hc number of pupils in the New York Institution for the 

ind, on the 3()th day of Septeinher, IHOr), wiw 121 : of these 

108 uro 8Upi)ortecl hy the State of New York, 8 by New Jersjej'', 

and 5 hv th(»ir friends. Tiiere are twentv-one teaehers ; seven it: 

each department, literary, musieal and meeiianieal. 

The course of study eompri^es the eonnnon Engli>h hrnnehes, 
together with natural philosophy, alj^ebra, geometry, Iiistorj, the 
use of the globes, musie and mechanical pursuits. In all of these the 
the progress of the pupils for the past year is reported iiy< satisfactory* 
No ftjpecial changes mark the history of the Institution for the 
year. The same successful methods of instruction are ])ursu(>d m 
heretofore. Full particulars will be found in the annual report ol 
the Institution. 

I still retain the conviction of the duty of the State, to provide 
for all the blind who shall desire it, a Home, where intelligent anil 
heuevolent hands may minister to their culture and happiness, and 
^hore the competent may be employed in some industrial voca 
"Oil, for the purpose of attracting their attention from the dismal 
prospects of their hopeless afflictions, and enabling them to con- 
tribute to their own support. It is not enough to provide for theii 
®e5nol,i8tic education. They are, for the most part, dependent aftei 
ta^y hjjy^j passed creditably the examination of the schools, anc 
^*^g;ht not then to be committed to the uncertain and tickle charitj 
^*ton grudgingly awarded by the sympathy of individuals. 

Indian Schools. 

The Annual Reports of the local Superintendents of the Indiar 
^plxools on the several reservations, presented herewith in Appen 
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marked (D), will show the condition of those schools, and jus 



^^y' the provision made by the State for their support. The average 
^^^ during which they were in session in the school year ending 




*tli the 30th day of September. 18G5, was 28 J weeks, with ar 

rcgatc attendance of 971 pupils. The prescribeil time foi 

^t:oiulance Was greater; but owing to the rise of prices, and the 

^-^ulhiess of the appropriation authorized, the time was reduced 

^Ji^cl the necessary repairs of the scho(.l-houses were deferred 

"^^iirly all the school-houses need either slight repairs or additional 

^l>l)aratus, and two or three new school-houses are wanted. These 

^^^ch needed improvements may be made at an expense of a fe^i 

*^^iKlred dollars, in addition to the proffered voluntary coutrioutioi 
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of the Indians themselves; still the Superintendent eannot dlr 
them to be undertaken without an increase of appropriation, mil 
by yet' further reducing the school terms, which in his judgm 
ouffht not to be done. 

The following extract from a letter written by the Rev. Asi 
WiUGHT, Missionary on the Cattaraugus and Allegany resei 
tions, is of interest in this connection: 

** The progress and natural growth of the system begin to 
for a larger amount of means% The Indians are very genen 
becominir interested in the education of their children. Nei 
borhoods entirely indifferent, if not actually opposed, a few yc 
ago, are now earnestly pleading for schools. The Seneca Con 
has appropriated, within a few months, nearly six hundred dol 
for the erection of school Ixmses; and another will pr()bal)l;y 
built during the coming year, requiring further aid from the St 
When these four houses arc built, there will be eleven scliooL 
this reservation (Cattaraugus), and only one small neighborh 
not accommodated, » ♦ # The Indians here will doubt 
come up more and more into the work of sustaining their ( 
schools, so that ere long the State will be able to withdraw g 
ually from the work. For the present year, however, and perl 
the next, the starting of these new schools seems to make it v 
desirable— I ought to say necessary— that the State should incrc 
its appropriation, notwithstanding all that the Indians have d( 
or may be induced to do, for helping on the enterprise.'^ 

The following is an abstract of the receipts antl disbursem< 
on account of Indian schools during the year: 

Receipts* 

October 1, 1864^ Balance $9! 

do Aopropriation (chapter 280, 1864) 4,0( 

Jan»y 27, 1865, Free School Fund , 1,5^ 

April 28, 1865, Extra appropriation (chapter 558, 1865) 1,0( 

^7,4: 

Paid during the year. = 

Cattaraugus and Allegany .% i $4, 1 72 45 

•Oneida 332, 02 

Onondaga « « 199 77 

^onawanda ....« 219 UL 

Totcarora 510 03 

Baint-Regis 435 00 

8kinneoT>ck ,, ,\ , 113 00 5,9i 

balance October 1, 1865 $l,4i 

Paid since October to January • . » • , » 71 

$7i 
Appropriation (cbaptet 351, 1865) , 4,0( 

Balance January 1, 1866 k » $4, 7i 

Against January 1) 1865: $3,467.88. * e= 
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The Digest of Statistics, Appendix E, will show the census of 
indiau children of school age, the number of weeks' school in 
jaob district, the whole number of children attending school, their 
average attendance, and the amount expended on each of the res- 
erv Sit ions. 

These schools have been in operation during the last nine years, 

and their benign influence is already made apparent in a variety of 

wajs. The value of intellectual culture is better perceived and 

more clearly appreciated by both adults and children. The Indian 

youth arc taught to read understandingly, and to find enjoyment 

and improvement in the perusal of well-written lM>oks of enter- 

taumieut and instruction: they thus acquire rapidly a kuowledt;e 

of the practical habits and refined mannei's of civilized society, 

and become qualified to occupy a more respectable and useful 

position in the general community. 

I need only invite your attention to the ftict, that, to support 
these or any other schools, the appropriation must be nominally 
gi'eater than in former yeai*s. 

Thomas Orphan Asylum. 

The Report of the Trustees of this Institution will be found in 
Appendix marked (C); and your special attention is invited to the 
facts therein stated, in the confident belief that their economical 
naamigement will meet your approval, and that an institution so ' 
worthy, and so modest in its claims, will not be neglected when 
you shall make provision for the support of those who are so 
unfortunate as to be dependent upon the charity of the State, for 
shelter, food, clothing and education. 

It will be observed with compassion, that the fathers of some of 
thechiltlren supported in this asylum, generously sacrificed their 
lives iu the late war, to defend and perpetuate the government; 
leaving their children in their tender years, ** without where to lay 
their beads." 

State Normal School. 

During the past year, embracing the forty-first and forty-second 
terms, one hundred and seventy-nine candidates for admission were 
examined, and one hundred and sixty-seven passed the examina- 
tion and entered upon the prescrilied course of study. Of these, 
Beventy-eight had previously taught school for an average of seven- 
teen and one-third months. The avei'age age of those, when 
*<lQiitted, was nineteen and one-fourth years. The whole number 
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of pupils who were in iittendancc was two huudreil und soveiit; 
eight, of whom fifty-one were males and two hundred and thii"t 
seven were females. Fifty pupils completed the full eoiirso 
instruction and received diplomat, of whom five were males m^ 
forty-five were females. Thirty-one of the counties were rei>^ 
sented in the graduating classes. 

The whole number of fjraduates since the commencement oft 
school is one thousand four hundred and eighty-eight; the wli^ 
number admitted to the school, during the same time, is four th<: 
sand one hundred and fourteen. Over thirty-six per cent, iia^ 
therefore, graduated, a fact which, in view of the severity of t 
course,, the infirmities of some and the limited pecuniary al)ility 
others, is deemed creditable to the general conduct of the scho 

During the late war there was a marked diminution in the nil 
ber of male pupils, and since its close an increase ; and there urn 
now be seen in the school young men who bear honorable mai_ 
of the desperate conflict in which they were courageous acto 
That the number of this honored class will increase during Ij 
year is confidently anticipated ; for teaching is one of the occu| 
tions in which they may hopefully engage among a grateful peoi> 
though they may be maimed and ** bear the empty sleeve 
wooden leg," the unmistakable symbols of our ** legion of bono 
But it is not aiiticijiated that the number of male pupils will 
again as large as in former years ; they have a larger field th 
woman from which to choose their vocation ; and of those 
whose veins the life blood flows full and free, there are but few 
modest, philanthropic and self-sacrificing as to choose a vocati 
to which is attached comparative seclusion and a precarious rewai 
rather than one giving a greater sphere of activity and more f 
quently crowned with riches and honor. Woman already k 
charge of the primary departments in graded schools, and, tr 
very great extent, the sole charge of the schools of the rural d 
tricts. She is also taking an honorable position in the high 
schools, showing herself competent to perform successfuHy t 
duties heretofore assigned almost exclusively to her brothe 
When to her shall be awarded an equal remuneration for eqi 
services, she will more studiously and cheerfully qualify hersi 
for the good work. 

The forty-third term (the first of the twenty-second year of tl 
school) commenced on the third Monday of last September, a 
the number of pupils now iii attendance is 227. This numb- 
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tio'twthstanding many of the undergniduates arc teaching winter 
schools, and the high price of board prevents the attendance of 
others, is greater than that of the corresponding term for several 
years past. 

X#oiig needed repairs and improvements in the school bnilding 
have been made, which contribnte to the health, convenience and 
iiistnicti<m of the ptipils. This onthiy hiis so inci eased the ca- 
pacity of the Experimental and Primary departments, that the 
incretise of receipts for tnition from those departments, during tho 
first year, will nearly equal this necessary and imperative expen- 
diture. 

Oliver Avery, A. M., 

Principal and Professor of Moral and Intenectual Philosophj. 

Rev. Frederick S. Jewell, A. M., 

^ Professor of the English Language and Literature. 

Rodney G. Kimball, A. M., 

Professor of Mathematics. 

Le Roy C. Cooley, A. M., 

Professor of Natural Sceienees. 

John H. French, LL. D., 

Professor of Theorj and Practice of Teaching, and Superintendent of the Experimental 

and Primary Departments. 

Albert N. Husted, 

Teacher of Mathematics. 

T. Spencer Lloyd, 

Teacher of Vocal Music. 

Louisa Ostrom, 

Teacher of History and Drawing. 

Mary E. Butler, 

Teacher of Reading and Mental Arithmetic. 

Mary E. Howell, 

Teacher of Arithmetic and Grammar. 

Sylvia J. Eastman, 

Model Teacher in the Experimental Department. 

Amanda P. Funnell, 

Model Teacher in the Primary Department. 

It may be observed that there have been, since the last report, 
^^^e changes in the Faculty. At the close of the forty-second 

^*^, Professor Williams D. Huntley tendered his resignation aa 
J^^ Superintendent of the Experimental department, and John H. 

^^NCH, LL. D. received from the committee the appointment as 
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"Professor of the Theory and Practice of Teaching, and Supex^^iv 
tendent of the Experimental and Primary Departments." I%<Ir. 
Huntley had filled the position he resigned for the nine preced J i"»g 
years with ability and fidelit}% and without detracting from ilia 
•uperior merits, it is due to the reputation of the school to awL«.rd 
to his successor very high qualifications, the result of ripe experi- 
ence as a practical teaehei*, of long years of close study of €: lie 
modes by which intellectual and moi*al power may be develof^^d 
and knowledge acquired, and classified and applied with facility^ to 
useful purposes. 

In consequence of an increase in the number of pupils in "fche 
Experimental department, and the necessity of supervising m<3re 
carefully the pi*actice of the pupil-teachei-s from the Normal de- 
partment, a model teacher was employed for that department. A 
short experience has already shown the propriety of this addlLion 
to the corps of teachers. ^ 

The well-earned reputation of the Principal of this school as a 
successful teacher, and a pure and high-minded Christian gentle- 
man, has attracted many pupils to the school ; and that he Tvill 
greatly increase its popularity and usefulness is confidently be- 
lieved. 

For a detailed account of the expenses you are respectfully 
referred to the Report of the Executive Committee, who have t lie 
management of this school. 

Oswego Normal and Training School. 

ThisNoi-mal and Training School wjts established April 15, 18 ^^ 
t)y the Board of Education of the city of Oswego, and has hithe^^ 
been mainly devoted to the training of teachers for primary 3choC^ 
Its j)rojectors contemplated the preparation of teachers for ^ 
Oswego schools only ; but the popularity of the methods of instr' 
tion adopted, and the urgent general demand for teachers, sC^^t 
brought so many applications for admission from other parts of 'i^ ^ 
State, that the Legislature of 1863 was induced to make an ann 
appropriation of $3,000 for the support of the school, on conditi 
that suitable buildings and accommodations should be furnish* 
for its use; that not less than fifty teachers should be taught ther^^^ 
each year for a period of at least forty weeks; and that each S^"*^^ 
torial district should be entitled to send thereto annually, free 
tuition, two first-class teachers. 

The Board of Education selected one of the best school-hou^^ 
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in the city for the use of the school, and furnished all the neces- 
sary means for conducting the business of instruction; and the 
institution was opened, under the patronage of the State, on the 
17th day of April, 1864. But experience soon disclosed, what 
those who drew the act did not perceive, that compliance with 
the provisions for the pa^'ment of the appropriation, and the selec- 
tion of pupil's, were impracticable. Therefore the Legislature of 
1865 so amended the act that, except for the first year, the appro- 
priation for its support should be six thousand dollars annually 
for two years, on the conditions that each county should be enti- 
tled to as many pui)il-teacher8 therein as it has representatives in 
the House of Assembly; and that the citizens, or the Board of 
Education of the city of Oswego, should provide a suitable build- 
ing for the accommodation of the school. This last condition has 
been accepted and generously complied with, by the purchase and 
appropriation for the purpose of a large and commodious edifice, 
^'"th ample grounds, located in one of the most prominent sections 
^f the city, commanding a fine view of the entire town, lake and 
surrounding country. The main part of this building is con- 
'^tructed of cut limestone, and the wings of wood; it is three 
stories high, 153 feet in length, 130 feet in depth, and is valued 
*^ ^50,000. It contains ample and most convenient accommoda- 
^ioiig for 600 children in the model and practicing schools, and for 
^^O or 300 pupils in the Normal Department. Another term will 
^^nimence on the 28th of February next, when the building will 
^ completed and appropriated to the use of the school. 

J?he whole number of pupil-teachers who have received instruc- 
^ti in this school since its organization, is 185, of whom 106 
^^"v^e orraduated, and most of them are doing efficient work in the 

^^*^ool8 at remunerative salaines. 

> 

Board of Instructors, 
Edward A. Sheldon, A. M., 

SMperintendent and Profeseor of Didactics. 

John W. Armstrong, A. M*, 

Head Master and Professor of Natural Science and Moral Philosophy. 

Isaac B. Poucher, 

«rintendent of Model and Practicing Schools, and Teacher of Higher Arithmetic and 

Algebra in Training School. 

Herman Krusf, 

Teacher of Form, Drawing, Geometry and History, and Philosophy of Education. 

[Assem. No. 90.] 3 
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Emerson J. Hamilton, A. M., 

Teacher of Rhetoric, Composition, History and Higher Matbem»tics. 

Virgil C. Douglass, 

Teacher of Writing and Book-keeping. 

James H. Hoose, A. M., 

Assistant in the Department of Natural Scienee. 

Mary H. Smith, 

Teacher of Geographj, Geometry and Mental Philosophy. 

Matilda S. Cooper, 

Teacher of Elementary Arithmetic and Grammar. 

Ellen Seaver, 

Teft<dier of Botany, Methods of giving Object Lessons and Moral Instruction, aD( 

in the Junior Practicing School. 

Mary Perkins, 

Assistant Teacher in Form, Drawing, Geography, and Critic in Practicing Sch4 

S. C. Bancroft, 

Teacher of Vocal Music. 

Leonora T. Ci.app, 

Principal and Critic of the Primary Practicing School. 

Kate Davis, 

Assistant Critic in Primary Practicing School. 

LoiSE Brant, 

Assistant Critic in Junior Practicing School. 

Kate Whitney, 

Teacher of Model Graded School. 

Sarah M. Haskell, 

Teacher of Model Ungraded School. 

The following courses of instruction have been prescrib< 
riew of the design of the school: 

The Elementary Preparatory Course, which is limited t 
term of twenty weeks, is devoted chiefly to instruction in spe 
reading, writing, single-entry book-keeping, linear and c 
drawing, physical and political geography, oral and written 
metic, history, analysis of words, impromptu composition 
essays. Pupils found not qualified in the subjects and cxe 
here named, are required to become so before being admitte< 
higher course. 

The Elementary Training Course is limited to one year o: 
terms, each twenty weeks, and includes instruction in the me 
of teaching the branches named in the preceding course, an( 
in the philosophy of education, school economy, physiology, 
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a<yy, 1)0tany, mineralogy; with daily exercises in impromptu compo- 
sition, oral and written, and the weekly preparation of written 
esssjLv-s. Another division of pupils in this class devote a part of 
theii- time to observation in the model schools, and to teaching in 
the practicing schools under the supervision of competent critics. 
Two hours each day are given to methods of teaching form, size, 
mei&sure, color, weight, sounds, objects, animals, plants, ethics, 
and to exercises in impromptu compositioiu Criticism lessons and 
esssiys weekly. 

Xo those who master these courses of study, and show them- 
selves qualified in general knowledge, iii moral character and na- 
tural aptitude to govern and to give instruction, a diploma will be 
given, duly signed, specifying the subjects in which the holder is 
<leenied qualified, and serving as a certificate of qualification to 
teach common schools. 

Students to l)e admitted to the hi^rher course — the Advanced 
^^'eparatory Course — are required to pass satisfactorily a critical 
examination in the primary courses. Those admitted are divided 
*ncj arranged in three classes according to their acquirements. 

Subjects of C Class, 

^^-Jglier Arithmetic, Algebra, Grammatical Analysis, Rhetoric, Eng-- 
lish Literature, Double-entry Book-keeping, Linear and Oliject 
t>rawing, Botany and Impromptu Composition. Rhetorical Exer- 
cises and Essays weekly. 

Subjects of B Class. 

ebra continued. Geometry, History, Natural Philosophy, Per- 
pective Drawing, Chemistry and Impromptu Composition. Rhe- 
rical Exercises and Essays weekly. 

Subjects of A Class, 

Tonomy, Algebra completed. Trigonometry, Surveying and 
^^lensuration. Mental and Moral Philosophy, Geology, Miner- 
^logy, and Impromptu Composition. Rhetorical Exercises and 
Essays weekly. 

Ihe next higher course, the Advanced Training Course^ occupies 
^^e term of twenty weeks; and is devoted to instruction and prac- 
^^<^ ill the methods of teaching the subjects of the next preceding 
^urse, and also to instruction in the philosophy of education, 
^hool law, science of government, school organization and disci- 
pline, and to the theory and practice of school economy generally. 
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To those who satisfactorily complete this course, a diploma 
given as a testimonial of their general qualifications and ability 
teach the English branches usually pursued in high schools i' 
academies. 

These coui'ses of study were prescribed after a careful consic 
ation of the urgent call for teachers, of the limited time wb 
they can devote to preparation for their work, of the laws wb 
are to be observed in the healthful devolopment and onti-ol 
all the faculties, and after a full comparison of the views of ' 
most successful educators. That they are perfect is not claim 
but it is believed that experience will soon develop and remc 
any imperfections. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to speak in commendat 
of the prompt and liberal provision made by the citizens of Oswe 
by which all parts of the State may participate in the benefits 
this school; and, in view of this praiseworthy action on their ps 
and of the good policy of giving a generous support to such schoi 
the conviction is irresistible that it is both the duty and intei 
of the State to make the appropriation for its support permanc 
and suSeient to give it a vigorous existence. 

Teachers' Classes in Academies. 

Schedule (A) contains a list of the academies that have Ix 
selected under authority of the Act of April 13, 1855, to g 
instruction to teachers* classes, in the science of common sch 
teaching, during the acadethic year 1865-6. 

The following course of study has been prescribed for th 
classes, viz: Reading and Orthography; Writing; Arithme 
intellectual and written; English Grammar; Geography: and 
obligation is inviolable, that *' the time required by the statuf 
four months, ** must be wholly occupied with it." 

** With these studies must be coml)ined the theory and pract 
of teaching, either by recitation from a text-book, or by lectui 
or, which is preferable, by both combined. These subjects art 
be regarded as indispensable." 

The most thorough instruction in the elementary parts of th 
several subjects is required; and in addition to these, with Eng' 
grammar, ** frequent exercises in composition" must be connect 
and with geography, the drawing of maps on the black-board, 
use of globes and ** mathematical geography." It is further 
quired that the class shall *'be recognized and taught as a dist 
telass, and not merged in the other classes of the xVcadcmy." 
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appoars from the returns, that tcachci's' classes have been formed 
in »eventy-cight of the ninety academies selected for the year 
18G-4-5, and in ten, the entire nunil)er of those provisionally ap- 
pointed, making a total of eighty-eight. 

Tlie whcde number of tea^ihers thus instructed was 1,598; of 
whom 304 were males, and 1,294 were females. The reports show 
that iseparate instruction was given to these classes in all the acade- 
mies selected for the purpose, and that comparatively few of th^ 
pupils were permitted to pursue studies outside of the course 
prescribed. 

The reports further show that at least seventy-five of these 
academies have OYganized and conducted the classes in the spirit 
of the statute, and have labored honestly and earnestly to properly 
fit their pupils for teaching. 

That these classes have done, and are doing good, none can 
doubt But the training of a proper corps of teachers requires 
something more permanent, more continuous and more effective 
than these fragmentary efforts, however faithfully they may be* 
niaiie. 

Teachers' Instftutes. 

I>nring the calendar year 1865, sixty-three institutes have been 
^old in fifty-four counties, with an aggregate attendance of 8,887 
teachers. The whole number of days' attendance, Jis reported^ iB 
68,713. The number of teachers enrolled the preceding year vms 
7*524. The following table will show the counties in which they 
"^ere held, the places, number of weeks' session, number of teachers 
^nd aggregate number of days' attendance: 



Teachers^ Institutes for the Year 1865. 




Albany.,.. 

do 
^ do ••*• 

Ch*"* •••*■ 

Che?'*"*- 

^n5J:?.::: 



CiRrksville .< 
East Berne . . 
Watervliet... 
Belmont. .... 
Binghamton . 
EllioottviUe. 
Meridian . . . , 

Moravia 

Fredonia .... 
Horsehends .. 
Norwich . . . • . 
Plattsburgh , 
Hillsdale .... 
CortlandviUe 



1 


118 


1 


106 


1 


173 


2 


148 


2 


213 


2 


60 


2 


102 


2 


7« 


2 


437 


2 


73 


2 


J 63 


2 


99 


2 


131 


2 


140 



5t8 
467 
535 

1,215 

2,2I« 
521 
831 
501 

3,280 
650 

1,223 
539 
tt^ 

1,13a 
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Teaclierfi Institutes for the Year 18G5 — Continiied. 



COUKTIE0. 



PIa«es of Meeting. 



Delawttrc .... 

do 

Erie 

BMex 

FraiikliD. .... 

FuhoD 

6eiiCi<ee 

Orecne 

Hamilton .... 
Hfrkimer.... 
JeffcrKun. . . . 
Lewis 

do 

Liviiif;.'<toii . . . 

MadiHOD 

Monroe 

do 

Montfpmery . 

do 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onomlaga . < . . 

Ontario 

Orange 

Orleans 

Ofiwegu ...... 

do 

da 

Otsego. 

do ....... 

42aeen8 

RenMclacr. .. 

do 

8t. Lawrence 
Saratoga . . . . 
Schenectady . 
Schiihario . • • • 

do 

Schuyler 

Seneca 

fiteubcn 

Baflfolk 

do ...■•■• . . 

Snllivan 

Tioga 

do 

Tompkins . . . . 

Uluter 

"Warren 

'W»^hington . . 

Wayne 

Westchester . . 
Wyoming .... 

do 
Tates 



Waftcn 

Koxbury 

Clarence 

£lis»hetbtown . 
F<;rt Covington. 
Glorerprille.. .. 

BatHvia 

Critskiil 

M'ells 

Herkimer 

Watertown .... 

Turin 

Lowrille..." .. 
Mount Morris.. 
Morrisville .... 

Fairport 

Spencerport. . .. 



Foit Plain. 

Amsterdam 

Lockport ......... 

Rome 

Elbiidge 

Cainnndaigua 

Chester... 

Albion 

Fultod 

Central Square ... 

Sandy Creek 

Cherry Valley . ... 

Morris 

Flushing 

South Petershurgh 

Poestcnkill 

Brasher Falls 

Biillston Spa 

Schenectady 

Middle burgh 

Cobleskill 

Havana 

Waterloo 

Bath 

Kiverhead 

Patchogue. 

Monticello 

Owego 

Waverly 

Ithaca 

KingHton 

Caldwell 

Argyle 

Marion 

Bedford 

Wyoming 

Arcade 

Ponn Yan 



1? 



£0 
- ? 



I 

• *» 

ft 5^ 



2 ' 


160 


l,442r 


2 


]2d 


1,038 


2 * 


126 


1.138 


2 , 


86 


703 


2 


fio 


581 


2 


167 


1,041 


2 


2.32 


1,617 


2 


98 


79* 


2 


:iO 


258 


2 


312 


S,127 


2 


129 


1,41« 


2 


65 


802 


2 i 


41 


356 


6 


272 


3,670 


2 


14iS 


1,055 


2 


146 


1,194 


2 


194 


1,122 


if 

2 


116 


419 


168 


1,145 


2 


222 


2,077 


2 


bS 


529 


2 


167 


1,053 


2 


129 


1,004 


2 


86 


710 


2 


85 


874 


2 


09 


773 


2 


81 


858 


2 


121 


957 


2 


95 


788 


2 


l(i5 


931 


2 


i:iO 


968 


2 


92 


621 


2 


252 


2,210 


2 


HO 


651 


2 


95 


585 


2 


132 


886 


2 


183 


1,322 


2 


106 


768 


2 


160 


1,270 


2 


162 


1,139 


1 


72 


275 


1 


88 


347 


2 


148 


1,037 


2 


104 


1,078 


2 


72 


687 


2 


171 


1,395 


2 


163 


1,352 


2 


63 


453 


2 


95 


699 


2 


122 


951 


1 


66 


234 


1 


133 


630 


1 


157 


760 


2 


72 


623 




8,887 


68,713 



Since 1854, these institutes have been surely and rapidly gain- 
ing ill public favor, and there is now no question of their necess-ity 
in ihe minds of any one competent of judging. The schools ought 
to have teachers specially and thoroughly trained for their work. 
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iiormal schools and tcucheis' classes in academics cannot fur- 
^^^^^ one for a hundred that is wanted of such teachers. It is not 
^X^icXi^^ that the institutes, which are in operation only two or 
t\iv^^ ^^^^^ each year, can make accomplished scholars; hut it is 
cAai*^**^^' and proved by experience, that they assist the great num- 
\)ev of young teachers who resort to them, in acquiring a certain 
amount of valualde knowlegc of their practical duties, which they 
have not otherwise an opportunity lo learn; that without this 
know^ledge they would not produce results, as teachers, so honora- 
ble to themselves or so heneticial to the schools. 

These institutes have, in short, the advantage of giving instrno- 
tioii, at a comparatively small expense, to a very large proportion 
of the teachers of the State, who inmiediately carry back the in* 
formation and ability derived therefrom into the schools of the 
counties in which they are held. 

Tuble (F,) appended to this report, gives the statistics of the 
institutes held in this State since the organization of this Depart- 
'^oiit; and it affords me pleasure to state that the progress therein 
exhibited should be attributed chiefly to the meagerly rewarded 
*^^^t zealous labors of the School Commissioners. 

Teachers' Associations. 

T'eachers' associations in the various counties and commissioner 
districts, and in some of the towns, continue to do effective work, 
^^d a healthful public sentiment in regard to education is created 
^*^<1 fostered through these instrumentalities. Many of the Com- 
i^isejioners hold school examinations in the various towns, and 
.meet classes of teachers for instruction and counsel. To the volun- 
**^y action of intelligent and zealous teachers is justly due much 
^f the growing prosperity of the schools. 

The State Teachers' Association, which celebrated its twenty- 
fii*8t anniversary last summer, is an exponent of the most approved 
Baethods in education, and an invaluable auxiliary to our school 
system. The official organ of this Association, 

The New York Teacher, 

liotwithstanding the embarrassments incident to the times, is per- 
forming effectively the work to which it has for years been de- 
voted. The approval of the Legislature, in former years, of its 
^^jectand services, has resulted in its increased efficiency. Copies 
Bubscribed for by the Superintendent have been sent to school 
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officers and inexperienced teachers; and it has proved most valuably 
especially in its instructions and suggestions to young teachers, and 
as a medium of communication between the Superintendent ana 
school officers and teac^hers. It is due to the eminent teachers 'wl^o 
have long sustained this periodical simply for the public goo^* 
that the State should manifest her appreciation of them, and ©^ 
their enterprise, by continuing the appropriation heretofore ^^^ 
Bually made for its support. 

Progress and Prospects of the Cornell University. 

Letter from, Senator Ooimell to the Superintendent of Ptt^^^ 

Instruction, 

Albany, January 29, 186S* 
Dear Sir — At yonr request I submit the following statements < 
the progress of the Cornell University. The trustees organic ^ 
fully at their meeting at Ithaca, in September last. 



Trustees* 



His Excellency, Gov. R. E. Fenton. 
Lieut. Gov. Thos. G. Alvord, 
Hon. V. M. Rice, Sup. Pub. Instr. 

** Horace Greeley, 

" Edwin D. Morgan, 

** Enistus Brooks, 

»» William Kelly, 
J. Meredith Read, Jr., 
Hon. G. H. Andrews, 

** A. B. Weaver, 

" A. D. White, 

** C. J. Folger, 



II 



K 



Hon. E. B. Morgan, 
J. M. Parker, 
T. C. Peters, 

Hiram Sibley, 

Hon. Lyman Tremain, 
Ezra Cornell, 
J. B. Williams, 
G. W. Schuyler, 

William Andrus, 

John McGraw, 

Francis M. Finch, 

Alonzo B. Cornell. 



ii 



(i 



u 



Officers. 
Ezra Cornell, Pres. G. W. Schuyler, Treas. F. M. Finch, S^"^ 

Executive Committee. 



William Adams, 
Hon. J. R. Williams, 
** G. W. Schuyler, 
Alonzo B. Cornell, 



Hon. J. M. Parker, 
Ezra Cornell, 
Thomas G. AIvol* 
Horace Greeley, 
Edwin B. Moriran. 



It 



Building Committee. 

Hon. A. D. White, Ezra Cornell, 

" William Kelly, Hon. A. R Weaver, 

Francis M. Finch. 
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Finance Commit Ite. 

Hon. Edwin B. Morgan, John McGraw, 

** J. B. Williams, lion. Wni. Kelly, 

A. B. Cornell. 

TheTnistees received from Ezra Cornell his donation of $500,000 
and invested the same in a fund hearing seven per cent, interest^ 
payal)le semi-annnally. The annual interest of this sum, $35,000, 
constitutes our only hnilding fund, as the Trustees adopted the 
in- I poh'cy of not impairing their ca])i(al for any purpose. Ezra Cor- 
nell also donated to the Trustees a farm of 200 acres and site for 
the University, valued at $500,000, and $10,000 paid for the 
Jewett cabinet of the Palteontology of New York. 

The law of hvst winter, under which the University is organized, 
provides that the institution shall have the income from the fund 
realized from the sale of the college lan<l scrip. This land scrip 
aniounted in the aggregate to 090,000 acres, of which about 90,000 
*cre8had been sold by the Comptroller prior to the passage of the 
,j I *ct of last winter, bringing about $70,000 which is invested in 
N". Y. 7 per cent. State stocks. Of the balance I purchjused 100,000 
last fall for $50,000, agreeing with the State authorities to locate 
the land for the benefit of the University. This scrip is now ])eing 
*''^' I locuted in Wisconsin and Miimesota, leaving in the possession of 
the Comptroller scrip for 800,000 acres of land, which we hope to 
ler I ^^ able to purchase and locate for the University. If all my plans 
Q-iicl efforts are successful, I expect to lay the foundation of an 
^Hclowment fund that will, within ten years, amount to three mil- 
lious of dollars, and be adequate, in all respects, to give an educa- 
^^oii to at least the number of students provided for in the act 
C^ne from each Assembly district each year), free of all expenses. 
S&^\ -^^d this freedom of the University shall not be regarded in any 

l^^ht as a charity to indigent scholars, but as a reward of honor, 
•^•^dered to those scholars who shall win the highest laurels of 
^^^ pnblic schoolls and academies, as provided in the act. 

The Building Committee have several architects at work on the 
P*^Ue for the buildings of the University, to commence their erec- 
^^^n by the first of April. 

A meeting of the Trustees will be called at the Agricultural 
**^Oins in Albany, on the 13th day of February next. 

Yours Respectfully, 

E. Cornell. 

V. M. fiiCB, Esq., ISujpt. of Public Instruction. 
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Prospective Educational Advantages, 

The present opinions and hopes entertained as to the future of 
the Cornell University are of the most encouraging descriptioiu 
both as regards its speedy completion and arrangement for the 
commencement of educational operations, and as to the benefits 
which it can not fail to confer npou the cause of popular education, 
at the same time that it holds out the noblest opportunity yet p^'^' 
posed in our country for the pursuit of the higher and more p^^' 
sistent efforts in classical study, physical investigation, and phi»^^* 
fiophical research; thereby surely leading the advancement of tti® 
American mind to a more elevated station in the literary and soi^^ 
tific world than has hitherto been its award. 

The leading object of the institution is announced, in the foix rt 
section of the act (referred to in the foregoing letter), to be "t I 
promotion of the liberal and practical education of the industi-'i ' 
classes in the several pursuits and professions of life, by provitl i ■ 
instruCii )n in the agricultural, mechanical and military scienc* 
admitting also such other branches of science and knowledge 
the trustees may deem useful and proper. A wise provision ^ 
the outset, forestalls all sectarian or religious preferences, as W 
as distinctions of rank or previous occupation, respecting eligibi X 
to appointments or offices. 

But a more conspicuous and essential feature is unfolded in 
ninth section of said act. The University is pledged to ace 
and instruct gratuitously, students from each assembly district' 
the State, selected by the proper officers of each county or c^ ^ 
(under subsequent examination and approval by the faculty of ^ 
University), as being the best scholars; giving preference, h 
ever, in the selection, to the sons of those who have died in 
military or naval service of the United States, and having con 
eration likewise to the physical ability of each candidate. 

If this design be fully carried out, Jis it most assuredly will 
the Cornell University becomes the very Crown of our PuE^ ^ 
School System, Its students, being selected from the mill:^ ^ 
because of superior mental and physical capacity, should (and wi - 
be superior to those of any other university in the world. 

Let US for a moment anticipate the influence that the opening' ^ 
the University will be likely to exert upon the schools and t^ -^ 
people. Emulation will be kindled among the teachers of differ 
schools in each county and city, to urge forward the effx)rts 
pupils in qualifying themselves to take part in the competition 
the highest award of scholarship ; to the scholar, the prize of 
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appointment to the Cornell University will he one of the strongest 

incentives to studious exertion, not forgetting the very essential 

c.>mplementary condition of a due attention to healthful physical 

re^ziuit'U and exercise; the friendly contest going on in every school 

di-strict will awaken the general public to regard with increased 

interest the aspiration to a higher sphere of education; the system 

of primary instructipn will be affected by the exaniination and 

selection of candidates for the University, an action which will 

lead directly to an investigation of the modes of teaching adopted, 

alike in the particular schools where the competitors fail and where 

they succeed in the race; and, tiiudly, to take a more familiar view, 

how lively will be thcfalk among the people of the several cities, 

villages nnd rural districts, each year, before, after, and while the 

examination is progressing 1 

Under the auspices of the distinguished names embodied in the 
letter to which these few nmiarks are subsidiary, we may anticipate 
^hat the Cornell University will become substantially a College of 
the People — the college of all the people; for the boy of poverty 
shall participate in its benefits equally with the boy of riches; the 
Question -for admission, and the only question will be: Have you 
^J^tanced your rivals in the pursuit of knowledge under difficulties, 
^^^<1 have you persevered in the practice of good moral and whole- 
sonic physical habits ? 

And now to conclude with a word of homage to the Hon. Ezra 

^^^i^^ELL, the munificent donor of nearlv a million of dollars to 

*'Ws prospectively beneficent institution ; a perpetual donation, as 

^^ M'cre, whose benefits to posterity will increase in arithmetical 

^^tio in all time to come, and serve to place the State of New 

^^rk in the foremost rank among the nations of the earth, as 

P^'onipting a benign cultivation of the humanities and a true advo- 

<5a.ejr'()f human welfare and happiness. Banking with the highest 

t^a.lions of learning the world has yet seen, New York in the 

I^^i'son of her Cornell can now look with emulation and com- 

t^Iaisanee upon the sister State, Pennsylvania, with her Girard, 

^^pon the centralized Washington w^ith her Smithson, upon the 

^Intellectual pioneer. New England, with her admired and flourish- 

^^^ff School system ; and it earnestly behooves us and our children 

^-^ see to it that there shajl be left no excuse for the American 

^ind hereafter to follow in the wake of Prussia, of France, of 

■^^^gland, on the shoreless ocean of Science and Philosophy ; but 

^^U an abiding faith in the resources, physical and intellectual of 
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our own country, work on patiently, but eiiruestly, for the exj 
tion of knowledge and virtue amonor men. 

Common School Fund. 

Table No. 6 will show the increase and diminution of the csli 
of the Common School Fund during the year ending Septeix 
30, 1865. 

It is not my intention, in this place, to give a detailed histor 
this fund. I have, with considerable care and trouble prc|)are 
article of the kind, but I have found it too lengthy to be inse: 
in this report. In connection with this table. I desire, howe 
very briefly to call your attention to two transactions affecting 
capital of the fund, as illustrative of the losses to which it 
been subjected, and to which it is likely to be subject in the fut 
unless some action shall be taken on the part of the Legislatur 
protect it. 

The first of these transactions is as follows : 

In the month of June, 1861, the State of New York, in coi 
oration of the sum of $300,000, conveyed to the corporation of 
city of New York certain lands owned by the State and situ: 
in the city of New York, known as the '' West Washington I 
ket," the ** Watts street Pier," the ** Hubert street Pier," ai 
portion of the **Lowber property." The proceeds of this 
were, by the then Comptroller of the State of New York, I 
Robert Denison, acting by the advice of the Attorney Gene 
passed to the credit of the General Fund, A protest against 
proceeding w«is entered at the time by the then acting Supc 
tendent of Public Instruction, Emerson W. Keyes, Esq.; w 
protest, in the shape of a memorial, addressed to the Comptro 
may be found in the appendix to the Eighth Annual Report of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, marked *-A." 

It is claimed that the j^roceecZ* of this sale should have L 
placed to the credit of the capital of the Common School Fi 
under section 10, article 7, Constitution of 1822, and article 
the constitution of 1846, section 10, article 7, constitution of 1< 
is as fiillows: 

** The proceeds of all lands belonging to this State, except t 
parts thereof as may be reserved or ap[)ropriated to pubh'c us 
ceded to the United States, which sh^U hereafter be sold or 
posed of, together with the fund denominated the Common Sol 
Fund, shall be and remain a perpetual fund, the interest of w^ 
shall be inviolably appropriated and applied to the suppt>i 
common schools throughout the Stale " 
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rrhis provision was embodied in the Revised Statntes of 1827, 
itt silmost the exact huignage above quoted. 

Article IX of the Cou.stitution of 1846 reads as follows: 

**The capital of the Common School Fund, the capital of the 
Liiterature Fund, and the capital of the United States Deposit 
Fund, shall be respectively pr(»served inviohite. The revenue of 
the said Common School Fund shall be applied to the support of 
common schools ; the revenue of the said Literature Fund shall 
be applied to the suppoii: of academies, and the sum of twenty- 
five thousand dollars of the revenues of the United States Deposit 
Fund shall each year lie appropriated to and made a part of the 
capital of the said Common School Fund." 

The lands in question originally lay under water, forming a part 
of the bed of the Hudson and East rivers, opposite the city of 
New York. The Slate assumed ownership of one of these tracts 
of land on the 24th of April 1858. 

It was claimed l)y the Comptroller, at the time of the transfer 
of this property from the Slate to the city of New York, that it 
^as not ownied by the State, at the time of the adoption of the 
Constituticni of 1822, and that, therefore, the act of the Legisla- 
twi*e passed in 1827, embodying the constitutional provision, does 
^ot apply to it, in other words, that the constitutional provision 
effected only such lands as were at the time of the adoption of the 
Constitution actually owned by the State. 

But there are no words of limitation in the constitutional provi- 
fiion confiuing its operation to lands then owned by the State, 
^<>thiug but the broad, all-embracing and positive declaration, that 
the proceeds of all lands belonging to the State should, as a part 
^f the capital of the Conmion School Fund, be preserved inviolate. 
-*^he provision being unlimited, and being a portion of the supreme 
^^w of the State, and having been substantially reproduced in the 
^institution of 184G, it is difficult to see wherein it was less bind- 
^*^g ill the year 1861, ^vhen this transaction took place, than in 1823, 
^hen the old Constitution became the supreme law of the State. 
^* the provision applied only to lands actually owned by the State 
^^ the time of the adoption of the Constitution, then it may be 
®^id, with equal force, that section 1, article 1 of our present Con- 
^^^tution, wdiich declares that **no member of thi» State shall be 
^^sfranchised or deprived of any of the rights or privileges secured 
*o {,iiy citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land or the judg- 
*^<^iit of his peers," applies to those persons only who were 



46 TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OP THE 

** members of the State" at the adoption of the Constitution in 
1846. 

But it is chiimed that the title of the State to these lands ex- 
tends far back beyond 1823. i 

In 1777, the StJite of New York assumed and thereafter sus- 
tained independent sovereignty, and succeeded the British govern- 
ment as owner of all unoccupied lands within her boundaries. 
These lands were «at that time unoccupied, and consequently tbey 
belonged to the State. It is true they were under w^ater, but that 
fact in no way affected the title of the State. Ownership is limited 
neither by height nor depth. By the common law rule, the ownoTS 
of lands lying along and bounded by rivers not navigable, own to 
the center of the stream, including all islands and the bed of tt® 
stream. So, also, by the common law rule, which Inisbeen rep^^t- 
edly declared adopted in this State, w^here lands adjoin navigct^l^ 
rivers, the State owns the land from ordinary high water met ^"h 
including the bed of the stream. 

The second transaction affecting the Common School Fund, ^ 
which your attention is invited, is as follows: 

September 6, 1858, pursuant to chapter 675, Laws of 1857, "t he 
Comptroller loaned to the Susquehanna Seminary, located at B i^^o 
hamton, $11,000 out of the Common School Fund, and took a he ^^^^^*^' 
gage on said seminary, to secure the payment of the debt. CE^ "^ 
law authorizing the loan directed that it should not be made iii^^^^^ 
it was secured by a bond and mortgage on unincumbered ii*'^^ 
estate, worth at least double the amount loaned. 

No part of the principal or interest of said loan was ever p 
lind December 30, 1861, themoitgage was foreclosed, and the |^> 
perty bid in by the State for pnncipal and interest then cl 
$13,668.83. Subsequently, by direction of the Conunissioner^ 
the Land Office, it was sold to John Mack and William M. Wiu 
man, for the sum of $10,550, or $450 less than the amounts 
principal loaned in 1858, and, including interest, causing a % 
of about $4,000 to the Common School Fund. Of the sum wl» ^ ^ 






Mack and Waterman are to pay the State for said Seminary, 
still remains unpaid, secured by their bond. 

I have corresponded with a gentleman residing at Binghamt:^ 
who is a competent judge of the value of said seminary, and 
informed by him that the buildhig and grounds are worth $20,0 

I have called your attention to these transactions, fully ^ 
pressed with the belief that the Common School Fund is small 
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\)y more than $300,000, than it would have been had the consti- 
tutional provision guaranteeing its inviolability been regarded. In 
the opinion which I have given in regard to the first mentioned 
transaction, I am sustained by several gentlemen eminent in the 
legal profession, to whom the case has been stated; while the lo^s 
occasioned to the fund on account of the loan made to the Susque* 
hauua Seminary is too apparent to need comment. 

I respectfully, yet earnestly, request a careful investigation of 
these matters at your hands, and would recommend the appoint- 
ment of some competent person to examine into the history of the 
fund, who shall report to the next Legislature whether, in his 
opiuioii, any, and if any, what sums are due to the Common School 
Fund from the general or any other fund. 

I would also recommend the passage of an act fully defining the 
constitutional provision in regard to the Common School Fund, and 
providing that the proceeds of all lands now owned, or which shall 
hereafter be owned, by the State, be placed to the credit of that 
fund, in accordance with the manifest intention of the Constitution. 

Free School Fund. 

The following is a statement of the receipts and disbursements 
on account of this fund for the last fiscal year: 

lieceipts: 

^*J»Bee in Treasury, October 1, 1864 r 

"Appropriated to Common Schools $819 79 

do to Indian Schools 904 07 

. do to Institutes 2,572 56 $4,296 42 

^^Ug of I mill tax, exclusive of the county of New York 683,749 78 

p^f rowed from, the Commercial Bank 226,695 99 

y*»d subsequently by New York, in part 360,896 83 

my*«re8ton deposits 183 92 

^**«ioy8 returned from counties 329 72 

$1,286,152 65 

I^aipnents: 

^ support of Common Schools : 

^^gular apportionment $1,123,296 48 

jfc *?^pplementary 1,375 28 

^^*^ for Indian Schools 2,116 35 

]^^T ^npport of Institutes 2, 33 1 40 

^r"?^ Commercial Bank. 155,592 69 

^*«.nce in Treasury, October 1, 1865 1,440 45 

$1,286,152 65 

Ihe condition of the Free School Fund on the 1st day of 
^liruary, 1866, showing its assets and liabilities, including the 
levied for the support of schools for the current year, and it^ 
ortionment, is exhibited in the following table: 
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Condition of the Free School Fund. 

A 886 is : 

Balance in Treasury $1 ,440 

Due from city of New York, Tax of 1862 1!,«8& 

Interest on the above to February 1, I6ft6 2,752 

Balance due from New York, Tax of 1864 7L1»3 

Interest on the above to February J , 1 866 8,036 

Tax of 1865 1,163,159 

$1,257,578 

Liabilities : 

Balance due Auditor, for moneys borrowed $15,000 

Interest to February 1, 1866 4,329 

Balance due Commercial Bank 7l«103 

Interest tn February 1, 1866 8,036 

Appropriated to Institutes 241 

Appropriated to Indians (balance) 1,334 

Apportionment of 1866 1,126,000 

$1,226,04^ 

Balance $31,533 

There is now due from the city of New York, as per annex 
etateraent in appendix marked (9), on account of | mill tax: 

Tax of 1864 $71,103 

Tax of 1862 -v 11,085 

On account of interest paid on various sums borrowed to supply deficiency 

caused by non-payment of | mill tax by eaid city 10,89S 

Making the total due from New York city 93,08^ 

By chapter 240, Session Laws of 1863, all moneyed corpo 
tions doiiiff business in this State were made taxable on an amoi 
equal to their capital stock together with their surplus earnin 
after deducting ten per cent, of such surplus. 

By virtue of this provision, all such corporations located in 
city of New York were assessed by the local authorities in 
years 1863 and 1864; and including the assessments .thus ma 
the total assessed valuation of the county of New York, as eq* 
ized by the board of State Assessors, was, in 1863, $547,416,0 
and in 1864, $576,000,161; and upon this valuation the | mill 
for the support of schools was collected. 

The question of the constitutionality of said act having \> 
carried to the supreme court of the United States, that tribti 
decided that the act, so far as it affected those corporations wb 
capital was wholly or in part invested in United States securit 
was iu conflict wath the acts of Congress exempting those sec 
ties from taxation, and was thei'efore to that extent void. The ^ 
was also directed by said court to refund to all such corporati 
respectively the amount improperly collected. 

Upon examining the returns of the ward assessors, it is fo i 
that in the year 1863, United States securities, exempt from t- 
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tion as aforesaid, were assessed to the value of $57,963,456; and 
in the year 1864, to the value of $44,791,620.88; upon which 
valuation a | mill tax for the support of schools, amounting in the 
aggregate to $77,066.31, had been collected, and that portion for 
the former of those years paid into the State Treasury. Being 
obliged to refund to the corporations this sum, the city of New 
York looks to the State for reimbursement. The comptroller of 
that city refuses to pay over the unsettled amount of the | mill 
tax of 1864 due from that city for the support of schools, until 
the above mentioned claim shall have been satisfactorily adjusted. 
It is believed, however, that he has no legal right to withhold, for 
any cause, any portion of the tax for that year. 

It will not be claimed that a private citizen, having by mistake 

overpaid his tax for one year, has a legal right to withhold any 

part of the tax assessed against him for the next year; and I am 

not aware that a corporation is entitled to more consideration, in 

this respect, than a private individual. * 

The true theory, in my judgment, is, that every tax stands 

entirely by itself. Every tax is made out for a fixed purpose and 

* <Iefinite sum, and without reference to any unsettled claims of 

"lose against whom it is levied. Every dollar of it has been 

appropriated by law for specific objects. Hence, if it were within 

**^ power of local oflScers to retain a portion of this tax, on ac- 

^^Ot of some real or alleged over-payment at some former time, 

f^^ public treasury might very frequently be empty at the very 

^^e when demands upon it should be met; appropriations made 

y the legislature would fail of payment, thus greatly injuring 

'^^ credit of the State, and, in a measure, stopping the wheels of 

^^Vemment. 

Such are some of the consequences which would follow, were 
^^^h a power placed in the hands of the local officers. 
. ^very assessment made by the State authorities upon any county 
^ Hn order to the county authorities to cause to be collected and 
^^d into the State treasury the exact amount called for, without 
^^y deduction for any cause whatever. 

Ihe county of New York has mistaken her remedy. Her offi- 

^^fs should promptly pay into the State Treasury the amount 

^^sessed against their county, and then apply to the Legislature for 

^^irnbursement on account of the overpayment made by them for 

^l^o years 1863 and 1864. The treasury may thus have funds suf- 

[Assem. No. 90.] 4 
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ficient to meet the appropriations of the Legislature; vexatious 
litigations will be prevented, and the county be fully reimbursed. 

I wish to present to your consideration the fact that there are, 
every spring, from sixteen to twenty thousand teachers who, for 
services rendered, expect their pay from the school moneys appor- 
tioned by the Superintendent and School Commissioners to the 
several districts; that there are more than twenty thousand school 
district officers who are responsible for this payment to the teachers; 
that these district officers look for the money to nearly a thousand 
supervisors, and they, in turn, to the county treasurers, and these 
to the State Treasurer. If the county of New York or other coun- 
ties fail to pay their school tax in season, the State cannot pay the 
county treasurers, and the county treasurers fail to pay the super- 
visors, and these town officers the orders given to teachers. 

The trouble, great as it is, which this delay causes to State 
officiers and county treasurers is, perhaps, matter of minor imp^^^** 

tance, but it is not a small matter which causes annoyance to 

• 

40,000 persons, half of whom are also subject to other delays i^ 
getting wages which they have, in many cases, contracted to p^y 
out as soon as received. A great multitude of people are thus 
subjected to much unnecessary trouble and expense. A reme<-*y 
can be secured only by legislative action. I recommend, thex'e- 
fore, that a law be passed requiring every county' whose school t^^*^ 
shall not be paid on or before the first day of March in each ye^^» 
to pay interest thereafter, at the rate of twelve per ijentum {>e^ 
annum, on all sums due until the whole amount shall be paid, ' - 

Eeports.of Commissioners and City Superintendents. 

I refer to appendix C for these reports, which I have given ^^ 
full, for the purpose of placing before the Legislature, and tyi^^ 
people generally, a practical exposition of the working of o^^ 
school system in all parts of the State; the hindrances in so^*^^^ 
localities to its full development, and the noble way in whicbr ^J^ 
others, the people exert themselves for the education of tb-^"* 
children. 

A perusal of these reports will exhibit the difficulties frequen-* ; 
encountered by the Commissioners in the performance of tl^^"* 
duties; the evils resulting from the employment of poorly quali^^ 
teachers, occasioned chiefly by the odious rate bill system, wl^i^ 
compels the trustees often to accept the alternative of emploj^i^ 
a cheap and consequently poorly qualified teacher, or a withdra"^^^ 
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lildrcn from school to avoid an onerous tax; and what is equally 
ms, the detailed accounts of the deplorable condition of the 
ol houses in many phices throughout the State, the dilapidated 
iings requiring to he repaired or replaced with new ones, the 
t of enclosed yards and suitable outhouses, and the discomfort 
iig from the lack of proper seata and desks and furniture within 
•s. It is impossible to read these reports without becoming 
res.^ed with the conviction that every facility of law should be 
•ded for the improvement of the school houses, and the em- 
i^hment of their surroundin<;s. 

Id things are passing away, and the character of the new will 
end somewhat upon the law, and more upon the depth of 
3ntal solicitude and the faith of the people in universal educa- 

as the best inheritance for their posterity. In many cases the 
do interest manifested for the mental improvement of youth is 
ibutable to the fact that the people are very generally, and 
ost constantly, occupied with matters wherein pecuniary con- 
rations are paramount, and thus come to acquire the sentiments 

habits of an extreme parsimony in all the concerns of life, not 
1 excepting what is due to the intellectual interests of their 
dren. 

hese reports confirm an opinion long entertained by those who 
3 devoted careful attention to the subject, that whatever other 
lis may be employed to secure the education of all the youth 
he State, the free school at least is absolutely essential to the 
>mplishment of that all-important end. I commend them to 
r special attention, also, in the confident belief that by an 
miuation of them you will be convinced that the oflSceof School 
Qmissioner is no sinecure; that the schools should be as free to 
of proper age as are the sunlight and the air ; that immediate 
isures should be taken to establish more Normal and Training 

o 

ools for the preparation of teachers, who will illuminate the 
ool rooms and make the way of knowledge plain, and finally, 
t the success of the Teachers' Institutes or temporary Normal 
ools, held in the several counties during the year, is a full vin- 
ation of their utility and popularity. 

School Law. 
The consolidated school act, passed in 1864, and in a very few 
^iculars amended in 1865, has proved acceptable to the people, 
3 has imparted a greater degree of eflSciency to the workmg of 
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our school system than was anticipated even by those most coi 
dent of its superiority over former acts in the simplicity and sec 
of its provisions. 

The provision requiring a part of the public moneys to be 
portioned on the basis of average daily attendance took effect 
the first day of October, 18Q4, and the statistical and writ 
reports of the Commissioners show, that during the school y 
ending with the 30th day of September, 1865, the aggregate 
attendance had been thereby largely increased, notwithstand 
many of the districts did not fully comprehend the pecuniary c 
fiideration involved in it. This is now more generally and clea 
understood, and it is anticipated that the returns for the curr 
school year will show a still more favorable result. In some 
the counties, the average daily attendance thus far for this y< 
as reported by Commissioners, is more than eight per cent, lar 
than for the same portioii of the year preceding, indicating t 
the people in these districte are now conscious^'^ aware of the J 
that their award of public money for the next school year will 
thus increased. 

To carry into effect the provision just referred to, to sec 
proper statistical information in regard to attendance and corr 
ness on the part of trustees in recording the names, ages and bi 
places of pupils, I prepared suitable registers for the then curr 
school year, and caused them to be distributed. These registers w 
got up in a cheap practical form, composed of only a few sh< 
of paper properly ruled and stitched together, and of a substan 
paper cover on which were printed full and explicit instructi 
to teachers ^nd trustees as to the proper manner of using th< 
The law had for many years required the trustees themselves 
provide a book for this purpose, but they had very generally fai 
to do so, and the record of attendance was for the most pai*t k 
on loose sheets of paper, which were often lost, occasioning ' 
putes and costly litigations concerning rate bills, and unrelia 
reports to be made to the School Commissioners and to 1 
Department. 

This is in fact the first time, since our school system went i 
operation, that the Superintendent could make a reliable expose 
figures of the number of children participating in the privile 
of the schools, and the proportion they bear to the whole nunx 
of school age. It is the first time that the average daily atte 
ance and the average number of pupils per teacher could be gi^ 
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The guessing system has heretofore been very gcncnilly resorted 
to by trustees in making their reports, and its results have each 
year been rci>orted to your l)onorablc body. The most reliable 
means of determining the progress of public instruction in this State 
for previous years is unfortunately wanting, and that in conse- 
quence of what I deem inexcusable neglect to provide for proper 
registration. This neglect is deemed to have l)een inexcusable, 
because the registration was a matter of public importance, un- 
wisely entrusted by the law to forty thousand unpaid school dis- 
trict officers. I may bo allowed here to suggest that it is neither 
right nor expedient to require any man, whether he be a school 
district officer or any other officer, to serve without compensation, 
except in cases of extreme public necessity. Better that the letter 
and spirit of the law inculcate the principle that every man be 
rewarded fairly for what he does for the public, because every one 
in this country is interested in the public business, and should con. 
tribute to it according to his ability. 

The opinion expressed in former reports from this Department 

Js still entertained, that provision should be made for supplying 

each district with a register substantially bound and properly 

^led, and of sufficient size to include the registration of pupils at 

school for several years. I have not deemed myself authorized to 

incur so considerable an aggregate expense as would be requisite 

^^^ this purpose, without your approval manifested by specific 

««*nction. 

l^or many years the law has made it the duty of trustees to pro- 

^^re such a book for their respective districts, but for the most 

P^J^ they have failed to do it. They have ventured the historical 

^^ss, and the contentions incident to their neglect, rather than pay 

^l^at is truly an exorbitant price. The limited and precarious 

^^Haand for a book of this peculiar form will not tempt manufac- 

^Ur^i-s to supply the market at wholesale prices, and orders from 

^'^^stees for single copies can only be filled each time at a rate 

^Mch will not only indemnify the maker for his expenses in new 

Machinery, materials and labor, but also yield a round additional 

l^^ofit as compensation for interruption of his regular business- 

^Ut even were the retail price brought down to a reasonable status, 

^^ ^ould still be difficult to find twenty or thirty thousand men to 

attend to a matter of this kind, without compensation for time or 

'Personal expenses. The experience of the last thirty years amply 

^«fute« the expectation, and if our schools are really to be con- 
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ducted with anything like system, by which the public nion< 
may be properly apportioned and the facts preserved wher< 
the condition of public instruction may be determined in auy gi 
year, the forms of registration must be prescribed by this Dep 
ment, and the necessary books suppb'ed by the State. 

It is certainly bad economy to suffer one hundred thousand * 
lars to be expended by the trustees for any kind of necessary bo 
or school apparatus, when the same could be obtained for 
that sum by wholesale contract on the part of the State. By s 
a policy, more than half a million of dollars might be annu 
saved in tlie purchase of books, maps, globes, etc., for the us 
the school. Why has not this economic policy been adopted? ' 
answer is, that the aggregate of the appropriation requisite 
supply such books and apparatus to 12,000 school districts 
loomed so large as to deter legislative action. 

The provision of law fixing the salary attached to the oflSc 
School Commissioner at $500, ought to be amended. This i 
is not sufficient, in these times, to pay a competent and faithful i 
for a yearns service; and School Commissioners arc not absol 
from the necessity of food and clothing for themselves, and 
family which most of them have. Nor is it deemed unreasons 
to claim for them a salary which will keep them in good worl 
condition, and encourage constant and zealous devotion to t 
important duties. Some of these officers, the value of whose 
vices to the public can not be measured by dollars and cents, 1 
been compelled by the inadequacy of this salary, to resign 
office; while others equally meritorious, continue in it at a perse 
sacrifice of time and money, which, nothing but true devotio 
the good work could induce them to make. 

The Union Free School Law incorporated in the law to whi< 
have referred, also meets with very general favor. Its import! 
may be inferred from the fact that many of the thickly popub 
districts are organized under its authority, and that there is a gi 
ing public sentiment in favor of free schools. Should j^ou d 
it wise to offer to all of school age so great a boon as free inst 
tion, you can do so by amending a few sections of the general " 
These sections were drawn in view of that sentiment, and in 
confident belief that, at the close of the war, the rate bill wc 
be ** weigrhed in the balance and found wanting.^' 

It will be recollected that prior to the passage of that act 
boards of supervisors were annoyed almost every year by scl 
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district officers who had, in behalf of their districts, incurred ex- 
penses in defending suits instituted against them for acts performed 
in their official capacity, and which district meetings had refused 
to pay. The law of 1864 transferred the settlement of such 
accounts from the board of supervisors to the county judge, who 
is required to ** examine into the matter and hear the proofs and 
allegations propounded by the parties, and to decide by order 
whether or no the accounts, or any or what portion thereof, ought 
justly to be charged upon the district; and his decision is final." 
I am more than gratified in being able to report that this transfer 
of authority has given very general satisfaction, and induced dis- 
trict officers to act more nearly in conformity to law. Compara- 
tively few cases have been brought before the judges of the several 
counties. If the trustees present an equitable account for expenses 
legally incurred, the districts very generally order a tax to bo 
levied to pay it; and thus disputes and contentions are avoided, 
which formerly occupied no inconsiderable time and attention of 
the boards of supervisors, often involving a large expense to the 
counties and to the parties interested. 

Sections 66, 75, 78 of title 7, chapter 555, Laws of 1864, as 
amended by chapter 647, Laws of 1865, authorized the taxation 
^f the shares owJied by individual stockholders in National Bank- 
^^g Associations, organized under the laws of Congress. Those 
P^rts of the sections above referred to, authorizing such taxation 
^^® copied from chapter 97, Laws of 1865, usually known as the 
**ELiabling Act." They provide for the taxation of all shares, 
^^h.ether owned by residents or non-residents, in the town or ward 
^here such bank is located. But there is no provision of law com- 
pelling the officers of such associations to furnish to assessors or 
^^trict officers a list of the stockholders; and without such list it 
® frequently impossible for assessors and district officers to ascertain 
*^e names of stockholders, especially where they are non-residents, 
^** the purposes of taxation. In many instances the officers of 
^•^ese banking associations positively refuse to furnish a list of 
1^^ stock-holders, and in this way a large amount of property, 
^^*^de taxable, escapes from the burden. 

1 would respectfully suggest the passage of such amendments 
*^ the present law as will make it the duty of the officers of these 
^^sociations to furnish to assessors and school district officers, when 
Required for the purposes of taxation, a list of all persons and cor- 
porations owning or holding stock in such banking association, 
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and the number of shares owned or held by each individual or 
body corporate, and imposing a penalty in case of refusal. 

I consider the law further defective in that it provides, in case 
of the non-payment of the tax assessed against the shares of any 
non-resident stockholders, that such unpaid tax, with seven per 
cent in addition thereto, shall be a lien on any future dividends 
upon such stock. In many of these associations no dividends will 
be declared for years to come. Therefore the propriety of a la^ 
authorizing a sale of the stock upon which taxes shall remai^^ 
unpaid for a certain length of time, is suggested. 

I venture to suggest that section five of title one of the gener 
school act be so amended that the Superintendent may be allows ^ 
to employ more than three clerks. With every step taken in 
improvement of school houses, sites, teachers and schools, co 
an increase of clerical labor in this Department, the proper pe 
formance of which, during the fall and winter months especiall 
demands a larger clerical force. The correspondence of this D 
partment is believed to be greater than that of any other office 
the State Hall; and the name of the duties which the law no 
prescribes for the Superintendent of Public Instruction is Legio 
because they are many. The calls upon him to go into differe 
parts of the State to settle school district difficulties, to encoui 
improvements in school houses and in the schools, and to atten 
and aid in the instruction of institutes and the examination 
teachers, are more than he could respond to had he nothing el 
to do. Add to this, that he settles questions brought before hi 
on appeal, the written decisions of which fill, annually, a lar 
volume; that he is required to visit schools, to make appointmen 
to Normal schools, to grant certificates, to apportion the scho 
moneys, to prepare and furnish blanks for school officers, and t 
digest all returns; and you will perceive that three clerks, to whoir: 
he is now permitted to pay only three thousand dollars^ are no 
sufficient. 

In conclusion, I earnestly and hopefully invite your attention^ 
to the following recommendations: 

First. That the general State tax for the support of schools he 
increased by the addition of one-fourth of a mill on every dollar of 
valuation, for the purpose of. diminishing local or school district 
taxation for the same purpose. 

Second. That every county that shall fail to pay its school tax 
into the State Treasury on or before the first day of March of each 
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TABLE 1. 

[ENT of the State Tax of ThreefourthTs of a Mill, levied 
), by chap* 180 of the Laws of 1856, according to the valvxi- 
the Real and Personal Estate, and in 1865, as equalized 
State Assessors. 



:es. 



In 1800. 



Valuation. 



$39,044,732 

8,035,120 

8,391,423 

6,620,148 

19,214,844 

14,270,102 

6,472,762 

10,500,000 

6,727,775 

18,365,430 

.6,165,923 

8,210,352 

29,979,280 

47,251,841 

3,824,027 

4,149,270 

4,054,412 

11,650,136 

7,950,084 

470,333 

10,144,567 

15,935,769 

106,296,691 

4,495,200 

14,306,555 

11,072,782 

26,732,076 

7,354,077 

550,078,778 

12,823,822 

25,639,379 

28,350,128 

16,445,575 

24,625,254 

9,682,749 

14,254,368 

12,072,302 

6,144,056 

21,343,083 

26,278,926 

9,728,402 

5,440,260 

15,633,359 

12,048,356 

5,602 786 

6,850,681 

4,280,723 



Amount of tax. 



In 1865. 



$29,283 55 
6,026 34 
6,293 67 
4.966 11 
14,411 13 
10,702 58 
4,864 57 
7,875 00 

4.295 83 
13,774 07 

4,624 44 

6,157 77 

22,484 46 

35,438 88 

2,868 02 

3,111 95 

3,040 81 

8,737 61 

6,962 56 

352 75 

7,60S 43 

11,951 83 

79,721 69 

3,371 40 

10,729 91 

8,304 58 

20,049 06 

5,515 56 

412,559 09 

9,617 86 

19,229 64 

21,262 60 

12,334 18 

18,393 94 

7,262 06 

10,690 77 

9,054 23 

4,585 64 

16,007 31 

19,709 19 

7.296 30 
4,080 20 

11,725 02 
9,036 27 
4,202 09 
5,138 01 
3,210 64 



Valuation. 



Amount of tax. 



$43,706,396 

8,041,047 

8,082,711 

7,855,045 

20,743,701 

14,.579,488 

7,847,230 

10,841,168 

6,747,262 

21,663,861 

6,894,931 

9,115,854 

32,387,534 

47,614,230 

3,948,238 

4,433,136 

4,123,242 

14,088,179 

7,585,564 

609,286 

11,062,070 

16,178,456 

122,912,918 

4,638,719 

15,509,608 

12,444,430 

30,024,908 

8,847,755 

622,695.040 

14,662,746 

26,674,054 

28,424,497 

18,106,122 

27,833,694 

10,426,527 

14,606,454 

12,292,748 

6,578,282 

21,406,735 

29,481,008 

6,540,500 

6,934,996 

15,310,757 

12,362,200 

6,908,080 

6,342,051 

4,951,143 



$32,779 80 

6,030 78 

6,062 03 

6,891 28 

16,557 77 

10,934 62 

6,886 42 

8,1.30 88 

4,310 45 

16,240 40 

4,421 20 

6,836 89 

24,390 65 

35,710 67 

2,961 18 

3,324 85 

3,092 43 

10,566 13 

6,689 18 

381 96 

8,296 65 

12,133 84 

92,184 69 

3,404 04 

11,632 21 

9,333 32 

22,618 75 

6,635 82 

466,946 28 

10,989 50 

19,255 64 

21,318 37 

13,579 69 

20,875 27 

7,819 90 

10,954 84 

9,219 60 

4,183 71 

16,055 05 

22,110 70 

4,905 37 

4,451 25 

11,483 07 

9,271 05 

4,431 00 

4,756 64 

3,713 33 
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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



TABLE 1— Continued. 



COUNTIES. 


In 1860. 


In 1865. 


Valuation. 


Amount of tax. 


Valuation. 


Amount of t^*' 


J?ATl#(^Ai •••• •••• ar«««« 


$8,159,547 

13,991,732 

12,0505506 

4,132,995 

6,848,318 

7,874,265 

16,567,658 

2,519,380 

15,331,105 

13,887,167 

41,012,725 

7,760,822 

7,293,708 


$6,119 66 

10,493 80 

9,037 88 

3,099 75 

4,386 24 

5,905 70 

11,675 74 

1,889 63 

11,498 33 

10,415 87 

30,759 55 

6,813 12 

5,470 28 


$10,302,676 

13,478,267 

9,077,986 

4,020,380 

6,881,905 

8,011,892 

14,436,139 

2,361,312 

16,307,065 

15,688,167 

45,797,919 

8,714,304 

8,066,982 


$7,72r 01 
10,105 71 


j^t.enben •.••••••••••• 


Suffolk 

SnlHvan ............. 


6,805^ 50 
3,01^ 28 


Tinora .....;... 


4,411. 4r3 


J-lugm • «... •••• ..•••• 


6,00» 92 

10,82r 10 

1,76$ -48 


Ulster 


Wa.a)iinirton 


12,230 30 


Wn.v«e 


11,76» 12 


WAatpVi ARt.nr . .... .... 


34,34S 44 


W vATninfiT ........ •.*• 


6,653 73 


Vn tea • 


6,050 23 






Totals • . . • 


$1,419,297,620 


$1,064,473 16 


$1,660,879,685 


$1,163,159 76 







SDP^UMTENDENT OF PCBLIC INSTBDCTION. 



TABLE 2. 

ENT xhowing the amount of School Tax paid by each 
the amount of such Tax received back, the amount of 
nmon School Fund, and the total amount received by 
unty. 



«3i.TTg so 

« Dfl: 03 
&,gBl 2S 
U.65T 77 
ll>,»34 BI 
A,8a& 12 
8,130 SB 
4.S10 « 
1«,»0 4 



IS, 255 S4 
21,31M 37 
]3,67B as 



ll.43;t 07 
B,27l 05 
4,431 US 
4,750 hi 
3,713 36 



1211,136 SS 
U,0B3 OO 
].1,03S 3T 
I4,8D4 50 
17,4TB OS 
10,250 58 
B,B34 2S 
14,445 58 



13, 



3,003 i\ 



4 il 



B,722 9B 
T,4B3 11 
a,7BS 04 



22,420 59 

T3,«B2 50 

10,145 83 

11,803 59 

14,073 09 

28,670 57 

fl,Z5a 78 

ISO, 425 28 



itl,8 



\ Bl 



3,048 29 
3,018 77 
3,009 03 
1,920 Bl 



!,125 BS 
2,085 15 
!,B47 40 
2,137 28 



4,830 40 
O.IBB 70 
2,153 80 
2,580 03 



2,052 30 
1,BM 76 
3,244 89 



2, BOB 23 
4,207 22 
1,S40 41 

5,200 02 



1,327 01 
2,401 05 
1,356 13 



$38,835 BO 
17,104 73 
IS, 833 73 
17,1183 77 
21,301 31 
23,418 84 
I1,B92 OS 
17,4»3 8T 
1B,B82 3S 



19,707 11 
23,011 38 
64,554 M 
12,042 88 
11,808 U 

9,140 60 
11,909 31 
12,BTfi 88 

1,4BS 83 
15,339 01 
27,251 06 
93,802 20 
IZ,2Bil 00 
14,383 «1 
17,117 «3 
35,514 11 
11,311 11 
242,280 04 
IT, BIB 90 
38,874 OS 
34,552 57 
16,T4B 10 
23,120 53 
10,788 01 
28,047 BO 
20,784 73 

S,2Z9 35 
18,147 20 
S0,33« 8) 

8,117 40 

S,337 73 
33,539 25 
18,045 35 

7,257 44 
13,025 73 

T,efll 53 
10,132 IB 
27,100 39 
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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



TABLE 2— Continued. 



COUNTIES. 



School t&x paid. 



School tax re- 
ceived. 



Tioga 

Tompkins 

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westchester 

Wyoming 

Tates . 

Indians 

Balance of Contingent 
Fund 

Balance not appropri- 
ated by Legislature, 



Totals 



$4,411 43 

6,008 92 

10,827 10 

1,763 48 

12,230 30 

11,766 12 

34,348 44 

6,635 73 

6,050 23 



$1,163,159 76 



$9,316 42 

10,149 26 

20,954 72 

7,482 96 

16,070 01 

15,363 37 

26,270 46 

10,381 61 

6,505 88 

1,714 47 

1,932 38 

37,169 76 



$1,163,169 76 



Common School 
Fund received. 



$2,015 13 
2,195 50 
4,708 71 
1,597 10 
3,269 51 
3,338 26 
5,986 86 
2,226 11 
1,402 48 



Total amoi 
received — 



11,331 
12,344= 
25,663. 
9,080 
18,33{^ 
18,70L 
32,25r 
12,60r 
7, 90S 
1,714. 

1,932 

37,159 



^5 

«2 
«2 

38 
76 



$264,000 00 $1,427,159 7^ 
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TABLE No. 7. 

Statem^ifU of the Inveslment of the Capital of the School Fund at the close of 
^ach fiscal yearnnce its efUMinhment to September 30//i, 1866. 



YSAILS 


BONDS. 


L0AK8 or 




For lands sold. 


For loans. 


1786. 


1792. 


1808. 


1840. 


1805 




$24,900 00 

42,800 00 

62,778 00 

83,403 00 

101,601 00 

69,653 75 

101,924 52 

143,965 38 

222,640 51 

245,034 17 

328,107 30 

392,076 93 

397,980 71 

390,000 17 










1306 


$87,674 83 
163,407 63 
212,246 31 
219,0V5 21 
232,702 97 
240,370 67 
263,743 26 
260,342 26 
268,124 86 
291,424 91 
320,165 .33 
309.383 60 
316,434 39 










1807 










1808 










1809 










1810 










1811 










1812 










1818 










1814 










1815 










1816 










1817 










1818 










1819 




$500,000 00 
600,000 00 
600,000 00 
496,177 60 
483,232 87 
450,660 92 
410,647 06 
382,549 40 
363,486 96 
332,564 35 
317,860 17 
300,073 54 
276,591 91 
246,537 63 

216.037 93 
201,000 66 
179,571 17 

160.038 95 
166,106 57 
160,981 68 
138,401 74 
134,608 61 
130,792 14 
116,996 72 
113,262 73 
110,671 23 
107,472 14 
105,232 60 
103,054 15 

97,363 14 

89,893 50 

17,982 86 

379 50 


$449,076 00 
449,076 00 
449,076 00 
449,076 00 
447,495 25 
443,990 60 
439,372 50 
434,182 50 
430,121 60 
426,303 54 
411,362 82 
393,461 53 
363,986 16 
332,092 75 
299,453 46 
286,193 04 
260,120 93 
242,078 44 
236,917 06 
232,106 06 
223,066 22 
222,098 22 
220,346 22 
221,176 95 
219,174 96 
214,886 26 
212,214 26 
208,469 84 
202,613 03 
198,771 03 
191,688 32 
21,767 81 
3,543 46 
946 45 
679 45 
299 31 
299 31 
299 31 




1820 










1821 




4,554 57 






1822.... 








1823. 


23,883 39 

8o,749 12 

100,664 46 

112,761 28 

186,624 59 

201,611 65 

212,421 98 

242,613 62 

336,233 22 

670,009 23 

661,510 80 

801,646 20 

1,098,577 86 

1,154,869 48 

1,118,098 35 

1,094,221 62 

1,047,055 80 

1,032,200 86 

1,087,554 15 

1,014,305 07 

1,001,542 92 

976,711 18 

913,361 57 

887,024 23 

826,149 19 

744,864 97 

703,438 29 

710,976 40 

662,435 30 

^84,010 87 

567,829 02 

640,932 91 

661,468 12 

635,926 19 

529,697 66 

515,198 78 

488,146 07 

469,210 53 

422,576 87 

412,163 73 

370,388 96 

336,189 17 

317,168 48 




•..•• 




1824 








1825.... 








1826 








1827 




$31,624 38 

30,096 21 

20,666 00 

10,167 22 

9,611 47 

9,168 69 

3,394 65 

2,826 87 

2,815 12 

2.815 12 

2.816 12 
2,816 12 

2.815 12 

2.816 12 
2,815 12 




1828,,,. 


1,500 00 

1,600 00 

18,800 00 

20,860 00 

17,663 06 

24,660 00 

40,665 00 

176,644 48 

190,. 330 89 

264,530 21 

287,696 29 

326,613 63 

409,087 14 

424,118 03 

409,316 11 

367,326 28 

338,561 87 

311,883 88 

293,941 43 

257,865 33 

236.901 74 
246,131 75 
198,269 02 
209,034 72 
217,845 36 
236,764 17 
248,963 97 
248,967 29 
234,233 06 
310,227 29 
349,193 11 
381,218 09 
370,263 41 
408,469 71 
375,747 61 
.339,461 05 
286,028 16 

254.902 83 




1829 . 




1830 . 

1831 ;;*'* 

1832 '" 
1833." 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 *•***• 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

I860 

1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 
























$1,600 00 

33,200 00 

33,200 00 

33,200 00 

8,200 00 

8,200 00 

8,200 00 

8,200 00 

8,200 00 

12,200 00 

41.326 00 
















****#••• •••• 




49,326 00 
49,326 00 
49,326 00 
49,326 00 
49,326 00 
49,326 00 
49,326 00 
49,326 00 
49,326 00 
49,326 00 








• • • • 




• ••• ••■• •••• 




































49,326 00 








49,326 00 








49,326 00 








49,326 00 
49,326 00 








====:====, 






====5=== 
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TABLE No. 7— Continued. 



OQ 



o 

3 



a 



M 
o 

o 



« 

*» 
OQ 



V 

t1 






«> 
.a 

§2 



1805.. 
1806.. 
1807.. 
1808.. 
1800.. 
1810.. 
1811.. 
1812.. 
1813.. 
18U.. 
1815.. 
1816.. 
1817.. 
1818.. 
1819.. 
1820.. 
1821.. 
1822.. 
1823.. 
1824.. 
1825.. 
1826.. 
1827.. 
1828.. 
1829.. 
1830.. 
1831.. 
1832.. 
1833.. 
18.34.. 
1835.. 
1836.. 
1837.. 
1838.. 
1839.. 
1840.. 
1841.. 
1842.. 
1843.. 
1844.. 
1845.. 
1846.. 
1847.. 
1848.. 
1849.. 
1850.. 
1851.. 
1852.. 
1853.. 
1854.. 
1865.. 
1856.. 
1857.. 
1858.. 
1859.. 
I860.. 
1861.. 
1862.. 
1863.. 
1864.. 
1865.. 



$50 

64 

70 

79 

118 

165 

180 

255 

270 

270 

270 

264 

261 

180 

180 

180 

180 

180 

180 

180 

180 

280 

280 

280 

280 

2S0 

230 

230 

230 

105 

103 

102 

102 

102 

102 

102 

102 

102 

102 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 



,000 
,000 
,850 
,100 
,500 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,050 
,250 
,300 
,300 
,300 
,300 
,300 
,.300 
,300 
,300 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,000 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

on 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



$13,000 00 
13,000 00 
168,000 00 
220,000 00 
220,000 00 
320,000 00 
.395,826 00 
407,000 00 
407,000 00 
327,000 00 
330,000 00 
230,000 00 



1,720 

21,755 

21,755 

23,200 

23,200 

23,200 

23,200 

115,500 

115,500 

115,500 

280,500 

228,200 

213,200 

213,200 

193,200 

193,200 

193,200 

231,460 

231,460 

231,460 

936,502 

936,502 

936,502 

1,135,057 

1,135,057 

1,135,057 

1,135,057 

1,135,057 



79 
91 
91 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 



$1,874 
2,688 

16,978 
3,606 
3,350 
326 
2,338 
5,345 

35,955 

42,548 



10 
13 
93 
67 
30 
33 
37 
54 
43 
02 



17,454 53 



3,822 

8,827 
89,025 

9,520 
11,830 
97,653 
70,446 
45,091 
83,463 
61,887 

2,714 



50 
91 
37 
56 
88 
00 
24 
72 
85 
64 
02 



«B . 

73 ja "2 
a i* o 
o °° e3 



I I • 

»• p n 

•»*5; S BO 

- £ S * 

^ « a, o 



$6,686 85 
8,853 63 



$51, 
61, 
51, 
451, 
656, 
884, 



961,0.34, 
96,1,052, 
961,054, 
961,043, 
961,043, 
96' 1, 043, 
96 1,043, 



29 
29 
29 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 



356, 
356, 
356, 
356, 
356, 
356, 
356, 
356, 



645 49 
645 49 
645 49 
645 49 
445 49 
981 65 
981 65 
981 65 
986 16 
341 33 
341 33 
341 33 
341 .33 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 



52,413 

64,111 

39,880 

55,266 

67,414 

117,542 

12, .302 

48,797 

115,086 

219,384 

320,354 

413,928 

555,406 

143,236 

I 64,665 

152,179 

112,548 

206,578 

230,481 

229,147 

282,667 

347,329 

;3I2,.339 

294,740 

324, 703 

385,444 

286,173 

279,521 

394,019 

523,312 

,603,006 



15 

29 
37 
05 
57 
10 
06 
91 
31 
85 
11 
46 
32 
81 
05 
53 
13 
80 
47 
49 
85 
30 



00 
34 
71 
45 
20 
84 
08 
59 
22 



11,781 88 
12,163 58 
11,676 37 
23,607 81 
26,363 55 



$20,531 17 
24,231 40 
28,455 87 
48,831 13 
43,703 89 
36,830 19 
35,750 84 
44,482 92 



60,000 00 
100,000 00 
86.500 00 
52,011 41 
20,064 55 
7,620 23 
27,620 23 



•2,700 00 
•3,000 00 



1 

I 

I, 

1 

1, 

I, 

1 

1. 

I 

I 

1. 

1, 

1, 

1, 

1. 

i; 

1 

\\ 

1, 

1 

Ij 

I. 

2, 

2, 

1 

1, 

1, 

2j 

2, 

2, 

2, 

2j 

2, 

2^ 

2, 

2, 

2, 

2, 

2, 

2, 

2, 

2, 
2,( 

2,< 
2,< 
2,< 
2,5 
2,7 



• Treasury notes. 
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STATEMENT (9). 
County of New York in account with Free School Fund. 



April 6. To amount borrowed for deficiency $40,000 00 

Oct. 9. By payment in part 28,914 48 

Balance due $11,085 52 

1864. ™^ 

Amount of I mill tax $410,562 02 

Mar. 23. By payment $213,423 96 

April 25. By transf. from appor'm't, 157,138 06 

do By payment 40,000 00 

$410,562 02 

1865. 

Amount of I mill tax $432,000 12 

Juno 21. By payment in part $100,000 00 

Sept. 26. By transfer C. Sch. Fund. 55,592 69 
I>ec. 11. By transfer F. Sch. Fund. 305,304 13 

360,896 82 

$71,103 30 



>^ 



Statement of Interest Due Febntary 1, 1866. 

^^ loan of $40,000 from April 6,. 1863, to Oct. 9, 

1863— 6 months, 3 days $1,220 00 

On balance unpaid ($12,305.52), from Oct. 9, 1863, 
*o Feb. 1, 1866—2 years, 81 days 1 , 642 79 

On loan of April 6, 1865 ($226,695.99), to July 12— 

98 days 4,260 64 

On balance of said loan ($130,956.63) to Sept. 26— 

^6 ^ayg 1^908 74 

** balance of said loan ($77,272.68) unpaid, after 

®ept. 26, to Feb. 1, 1866—126 days 1,867 25 

Xotalinterest $10,899 42 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Balance due, 1863 $11,085 52 

Balance due, 1865 71,103 30 

Interest on above to February 1, 1866 10 , 899 42 

$93,088 24 

MEMORANDUM. 

June 16, 1864 — State paid Auditor for moneys bor- 
rowed, in part •$25,000 OO 

April 7, 1865 — Borrowed from Commercial Bank, 

on account of deficiency from New York 226 , 695 99 

July 12, 1865— Paid bank, in part 100,000 00 

September 27, 1865— Paid bank, in part 55 , 592 69 
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(A;) 

;ademies to instruct common school 

teachers. 



)11owins: academies hare been designated to instruct com- 
ool teachers for the academic year ] 865-6, under the pro- 
j( the statute (Regents' Manual, page 30), and of the 
;e (Manual, page 103): 

Names of the Academies. 

f Alfred Academy. 

Genesee Valley Seminary. 
Binghamton Academy. 

Windsor Academy. 

gus --- Randolph Academy. 

Auburn Academy, 

Moravia Institute, 
qua Fredonia Academy. 

Jamestown Academy. 

Westfield Academy. 

g Elmira Academy. 

fo Norwich Academy. 

Oxford Academy. 

Plattsburg Academy. 

ia Claverack Academy. 

Kinderhook Academy. 
1 - Cincinnatus Academy. 

Cortland Academy. 

Cortlandville Academy, 
e Andes Collegiate Institute. 

Delaware Academy. 

Delaware Literary Institute. 

3 Poughkeepsie Female Academ^. 

Buffalo Central School. 

Clarence Academy. 

Springville Academy. 

- Keeseville Academy. 

I Fort Covington Academy. 
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Counties. Names of the Academies. 

Franklin Franklin' Academy. 

Fulton Johnstown Academy- 

Genesee Genesee and Wyoming Semim 

Greene .* Coxsackie Academy. 

Herkimer ^ Academy at Little Falls- 

Fairfield Academy. 
Jefferson Antwerp Liberal LitVy Institi 

Hungerford Collegiate Instit 

Union Academy of Belleville 

Lewis Lowville Academy. 

Livingston Dansville Seminary. 

Genesee Conference Seminary 

Geneseo Academy. 
Madison Oneida Seminary. 

Oneida Conference Seminary. 
Monroe Brockport Collegiate Institute 

Rochester High School. 

Montgomery Fort Plain Seminary. 

Niagara Lockport Union School. 

Wilson Collegiate Institute. 
Oneida Clinton Liberal Institute. 

Rome Academy. 

Whitestown Seminary. 
Onondaga Munro Collegiate Institute. 

Onondaga Academy. 
Ontario Canandaigua Academy. 

Naples Academy. 

Orange Chester Academy. 

Orleans Albion Academy. 

Oswego i Falley Seminary. 

Mexico Academy. 
Otsego Gilbertsville Academy. 

Hartwick Seminary. 

Unadilla Academy, 

^ensselder Lansingburgh Academy. 

St. Lawrence Canton Academy. 

Gouverneur Wesleyan Semi 

Lawrenceville Academy, 

Saratoga .---• Jonesville Academy, 

Schoharie -. N. Y. Conference Seminary- 



8UPEBINTENDENJ OF PUBLIC INSTBUOTIOK. 87 

Conn ties. Names of the Academies. 

Schuyler Watkins Academy. 

Seneca Waterloo Union School. 

Steuben Corning Free Academy. 

Franklin Academy. • 

Suflfolk Huntington Union School. 

SulliTan Monticello Academy. 

Tiog-a Owego Academy. 

Waverly Institute. 
Tompkins .! l Groton Academy. 

Ithaca Academy. 

Ulster Kingston Academy. 

Warren Warrensburgh Academy. 

"W^asliington Marshall Seminary of Easton. 

Washington Co. Sem'ry and C. I. 
ySTsLyne^ .1 Leavenworth Institute. 

Newark Union Free School. 
"Wyoming Middlebury Academy. 

Pike Academy. 
5S Penn Yan Academy. 



PROVISIONAL APPOINTMENTS. 

Delaware Walton Academy. 

Herkimer West Winfield Academy. 

Onondaga Pompey Academy. 

Seneca East Genesee Conference Sem'ry. 

Wayne Sodus Academy. 

Wyoming Perry Academy. 

By order. 

S. B. WOOLWORTH, Secretartj. 
Albany, Juhj 14, 1865. 
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(B.) 

LIST OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS AND CITY SUP 
INTENDENTS IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

Counties. Dists. Karnes. Post Offices. 

Albany: i. John C. Nott Albany. 

2. Zebadiah A. Dyer East Berne. 

3. John P. Witbeck West Troy. 

John Morgan (See. Board Ed.) Albany. 

Allegany: 1. Charles L. Brundage Angelica. 

2. Walter D. Benwick Belmont. 

Broome : 1. James N. Lee Binghamton, 

2. N.W.Edson do 

Cattaraugus: 1. Duncan K. Campbell Elgin. 

2. George A. Gladden Napoli. 

Cayuga: !• Israel Wilkinson Meridian. 

2. William G. Ellery Owasco. 

8. Archibald Mcintosh, Jr Locke. 

C. P.Williams (CitySupt).. Auburn. 
Chautauqua: 1. Phin. M. Miller Stockton. 

2. James McNaughton Gerry. 

Chemung: Isaac S. Marshall Horseheads. 

Chenango : 1. Bolivar Bisbee East Pharsalia. 

2. Henry G. Green. Coventry ville. 

Clinton : 1. Levi Smith Plattsburgh. 

2. Boyal Corbin Champlain. 

Columbia: 1. Hartwill Reynolds Ancram L'd Min 

2. David G. Woodin Valatie. 

Jas. N. Townsend (City Supt.) Hudson. 
Cortland: 1. Daniel E. Whitmore Marathon. 

2. Lyman Pierce Truxton. 

Delaware: 1. Hobart M. Cable Masonville. 

2. O. Eice Bouton Roxbury. 

Dutchess: 1. Augustus A. Brush Fishkill Plains. 

2. Theo. Gillender 

G. C. Bumap (Preset Board). Poughkeepsie. 



Conntiei. 

Erie: 



Essex: 

FraDklin: 

Fulton: 

Genesee: 

Greene: 

Hamilton: 
Herkimer: 

Jefferson: 



Kings: 
Lewis: 
Livingston. 
Madison : 



Men 



roe: 



Montgomery: 
New York: 
Niagara: 

Oneida: 



Onondaga: 
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Diftfl. Names. Poat oflcM . 

1. Buradore Wiltse Clarence Centre. 

2. E.Holmes East Aurora. 

3. Henry S. Stebbins 6owanda,Catt.Co. 

John S. Fosdick (City Supt.) Buffalo. 

1. Isaac D. Newell Ausable Forks. 

2. Bovett B. Bishop Port Henry. 

1. Sidney P. Bates Malone. 

2. George W. Lewis Fort Covington. 

Lucius F. Burr Broadalbin. 

Daniel C. Bumsey Batavia. 

1. Samuel S. Mulford Tannersville. 

2. George C. Mott Acra. 

Charles S. Smith Hope Falls. 

1. Bowen B. Moon Norway. 

2. Oliver B.Beals Cedarville. 

1. George A. Kanney Smithville. 

2. Joseph M. Beaman Antwerp. 

3. George H. Strough Lafargeville. 

Frederick C. De Mund New Utrecht. 

J. W. Bulkley (City Supt.).. Brooklyn. 

1. Henry C. Northam Port Ley den. 

2. Elb ridge R. Adams Lowville. 

1. S. Arnold Tozer Genesco. 

2. Isaac C. Lusk Dansville. 

1. Harrison Burgess Erievillc. 

2. Hiram L. Rockwell Munnsville. 

1. Luther Curtice Webster. 

2. Joseph A. Tozier Clarkson. 

C. N. Simmons (City Supt.)- Rochester, 

Thomas S. Ireland Amsterdani. 

S. S. Randall (City Supt.).. Now York. 

1. Julius F. H. Miller Lockport. 

2. Ralph Stockwell East Wilson. 

1. Harvey E. Wilcox Rome. 

2. Charles T. Pooler Deansville. 

3. Joshua H. Tracey Camden. [Co. 

4. Men-itt N. Caprou W. Ley den, Lewi» 

D. S. Heffron (City Supt.) . . Utica. 

1. Joseph O. Wright Elbridge. 

2. Elisha P. Howe Marccllus. 
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Counties. Dista. Names. Post Offices* 

Onondaga: 3. Benjamin S. Gregory Jamesville. 

Edward Smith (City Supt.) . Syracuse. 
Ontario: 1. Jacob A. Wader Orleans. 

2. Gilbert W. Sutphen Canandaigua. 

Orange: 1. George K. Smith Monroe. 

2. JohnJ. Barr Goshen. 

Orleans : A. Stilson South Barre. 

Oswego: 1. Lemuel P. Storms Hannibal. 

2. Newton W. Nutting Parish. 

3. William S. Goodell . * Mexico. 

E. A. Sheldon (City Supt.). - Oswego. 

Otsego: 1. Julius R. Thompson Decatur. 

2. Benjamin C. Gardner New Lisbon. 

Putiiam: William Townsend, 2d Brewsters. 

Queens: 1. Charles W. Brown Flushing. 

2. William D« Wood Jamaica. 

Rensselaer: 1. James C. Comstock Lansingburgh. 

2. William L. Cottrell Poestenkill. 

E. Danforth (City Supt.) Troy. 

Richmond : Isaac Lea Stapleton. 

Rockland: Nicholas C. Blauvelt Spring Valley. 

St. Lawrence : 1. Martin L. Laughlin , Hammond. 

2. Clark Baker Hermon. 

3. Barney Whitney Lawrenceville. 

Saratoga: 1. Thomas McKindley West Charlton. 

2. Henry Wilcox, Jr Saratoga Springs. 

Schenectady: Nelson T. Van Natta Braman's Corners. 

E. A. Charlton (City Supt.). Schenectady. 
Schoharie : 1. Bartholomew Becker _ Middleburgh, 

2. Augustus C. Smith Cobleskill. 

Schuyler: Lauren G. Thomas North Reading. 

Seneca: Isaac Runyan .. Ovid. 

Steuben : 1 J. B. Westcott Bath. 

2. William M. Sherwood Woodhull. 

3. Albert T. Parkhill Howard. 

Suffolk: 1. Cordello D. Elmer Greenport. 

2. Thomas S. Mount Stony Brook.. 

Sullivan : Albert Stage Barry vil le. 

Tioga: Andrew J. Lang Waverly. 

Tompkins: Alviras Snyder Ithaca. 



Coon ties. 

Ulster: 
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Dials. Names. Post Offices. 

1. Edgar Eltinge Kingston. 

2. John J. Woodward Port Ewen. 

3. John W. Young Accord. 

Luther A. Arnold Chestertown. 

1. David V. T. Qua Shushan. 

2. Thomas S. Whitmore Fort Ann. 

1. A. M.Winchester Sodus. 

2. Jefferson Sherman Marion. 

sstchester: 1. William Miller Mount Vernon. 

2. Abel T. Stewart Tarry town. 

3. Milton Frost Pcekskill. 

1. Edward F. Chaffee Attica. 

2. William W. Bean Pike. 

George P. Lord Dundee. 
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barren: 
Washington: 



ajne: 



'^ommg: 



es: 
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(C.) 
THOMAS ORPHAN ASYLUM. 

To the Hon. Victor M. Rice, 

8upenntendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir — The Trustees of the Thomas Asylum for Orphan and I^®^ 
titute Indian Children respectfully beg leave to submit to yoti ^ 
following report of- the condition of the institution for the 'S^^ 
ending September 30th, 1865: 

The total number of children under care during the year 

has been 7 ^ 

Average for the whole year ^ ^'"" 

Admissions during the year 9-^ 

Dismissions L ^ 

Death ^ 

Remained under care the entire year i^^ 

Remained under care at the close of the year 5^3 

• 

Of the eighteen dismissed, four had become capable of td^^^S 
care of themselves, and ten were comfortably provided for "7 
friends, who were willing io take them in charge. One — a i*^ 
mute — was transferred to the State Institution for the Deaf ^^^ 
Dumb. The little one who died was consumptive before he ^^ 
brought to the asylum, and survived but a few weeks after I^^ 
reception. 

Several of the children are orphans of Indian soldiers who p^^' 
ished in the army. The father of one boy was shot through i^^c 
head in the battle of Fair Oaks; the father of a boy and girl v^^ 
killed near Petersburg: two others, each of whom leaves a little 
girl, have not been heard from, and are supposed to have died o^ 
the battle field or in rebel prisons. The wife of one of the sol- 
diers died while he was in the army, and two of his children were 
received into the asylum, where they are still retained because be 
has not been able, since his return, to provide for them. 

With the exception of several cases of whooping cough, ibe 
children have been unusually healthy, and the trustees feel that 
so marked a contrast with the fatality of the previous year calb 
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. acknowledgments for this manifestation of the Divine 

ilf the pupils having been raw recruits, it was to be 
at the schools would be seriously depreciated; never- 
trustees regard the teachere as having been eminently 
1 maintaining the high character of these schools above 
)thers in the vicinity, where only the same elementary 
ter into the course of instruction, 
icial condition of the institution is somewhat more 
lan at the close of the previous year, 
pts have been as follows, viz: 

l:ate of New York, for the sup- 
lildren and liquidation of debt, $2,125 00 
of appropriation for incoi*po- 

lums 232 70 

1 funds, for board of teacher. . 24 00 

ipriation of 1864, for barn and 

800 00 

3priation of 1865, for hospital 

ase of accommodations 1,000 00 

romthe State i $4,181 70 

eneca Nation, from the Watson oil lease.. 1,000 00 

nited States Indian Department 1,000 00 

muities of the orphans 256 50 

ociety of Friends, Baltimore 250 00 

mer. Board of Comers for Foreign Missions, 100 00 

IS collections, donations, &c 115 20 

eceipts $6,903 40 

irsements for the year, including the payment of bills 
)mmencement, were $6,943.93, viz: 

ndbreadstuffs $1,60197 

id other provisions, fodder, &c., 746 31 

superin't, and other hired help, 1,291 05 

J and materials « 684 48 

3S, including oil and lights 780 10 

3pairs, including labor and ma- 
___ 996 18 
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For physicians' bills, medicines, and burial 

expenses $246 35 

For furniture and utensils 104 13 

Paid for land 173 00 

Paid for insurance 33 76 

Paid for blacksmithing 43 01 

For fuel (exclusive of labor) 102 00 

For sta'ry, postage, traveling expenses, &c., 141 69 

$6,943 

Excess of disbursements over receipts,. $40.53. 

There was due at the commencement of the year on 

the first item of the above, for breadstuffs $517 

On the second item, for meat ,. 115 

On the third, for hired helpi 520 

For barn and repairs 489 

For physicians' bills, medicine and burial expenses -- 210 - 

Payment for land 173 i 

Total $2,026 : 



This amount being deducted from the disbursements, leav 
$4,917.11 for the current expenses of the year, which is the ave 
age of $92.31 to each child under care, anil considerably less th; 
the tinistees had feared, in view of the extravagant prices whi 
prevailed throughout the year for every article of consumption. 

The amount of debt reported last year was $2,805 < 

Paid during the current year 2,026 - 

Present indebtedness $778 



But in effecting this diminution, the trustees had expended t 
thousand dollars from the Watson oil lease before the passage 
the act of the ,last Legislature, which seems to require that tb 
money should be appropriated to the erection of a hospital sl 
the enlarging of the accommodations of the institution, and tl» 
know not how they shall be able to replace it, unless through t 
further liberality of the Legislature towards this object. A^ 
while their own convictions of its importance — of the value of * 
institution in its influence upon the welfare of both whites sm 
Indians, and of the necessity of greatly enlarging the sphere oF 
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IS — are becoming deeper from year to year, they would 
e, together with grateful acknowledgments for the aid 
urnished, to express their hope that the fostering care of 
ilature may be continued until the institution shall be well 
)d upon an adequate and permanent foundation, 
jch is respectfully submitted, in behalf of the trustees, 

WALLACE KING, President. 

ASHER WRIGHT, OlerJc. 

E. M. PETTIT, Treasurer. 



96 TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OP THE 



(D.) 

INDIAN SCHOOLS. 
Cattaraugus and Allegany Reservations. 

To Victor M. Eice, Superintendent of Pvblic Instni^tion: 

Sir — The undersigned, superintendent of Indian schools ov% 
Cattaraugus and Allegany Indian Reservations, respectfully ^ 
mits the following report for the year ending on the 30th da^3 
September, 1865: 

There are nine districts on the Cattaraugus, and six on the A- 
gany Reservation, in all of which schools were taught two tej:^] 
except in districts Nos. 6 and 9 at Cattaraugus, in which no scho 
were taught in the winter, for reasons mentioned in another pla 

The whole number of pupils in all the schools is about 4- 
Some of the teachers having failed to report their records 
names, the exact number can not be given. The average atter 
ance has been better than it was last year. 

Expenses. 

For teachers' salaries, Cattaraugus $1 ,402 ^ 

do do Allegany 880 ^ 



$2,282 ^ 
For books, stationery and apparatus $286 96 

For services of superintendent 96 00 

For traveling expenses 89 65 

For repairs, desks and other incid'tal expenses 138 58 

611 : 

$2,893 : 



The houses occupied for school purposes in districts Nos. 6 a^ 
9 at Cattaraugus are temporary buildings, erected several ye^ 
ago, entirely at the expense of the Indians. They have becoi:i 
too much dilapidated. 

The number of school districts, the number of weeks tli 
schools were taught in each district,* and the number of pup- 
registered, is a3 follows, viz: 
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CATIABAUGUS RESEBYATIOir. 

Nnmber Nnmbe^ 
ofwMkf. ofpopilff* 

ictNo. 1 28 22 

do 2 28 40 

do 3 28 42 

do 4 24 50 

do 5 28 5e 

do 6 - 12 19 

do 7 15 40 

do 8 28 47 

do 9 12 34 

350 

AIXEGANT RESERVATION. 

DistrictNo. 1 28 22 

do 2 28 25 

do 3 28 22 

do 4 28 31 

do 5 28 35 

do 6 24 21 

156 

Whole number of pupils on Cattaraugus reservation 350 

do do Allegany do 156 

Total 506 

The average attendance was reported by only three of the 
teachers, therefore the average is not reported above. Taking^ 
tbose reported as a fair average of the whole, and from observa- 
tion, 1 think the average attendance was about two-fifths of the 
number registered. 

The national council has appropriated $150.00 each for two new 
school houses, and the inhabitants of the respective districts have 
been preparing material for building new school houses, but having 
^0 system or laws for levying taxes, they necessarily make slow 
progress. 

-^^other neighborhood or district in which no school has yet 

oeen started, as mentioned in my last report, also obtained an 

appropriation from the national council, and the people have done 

something towards providing material for building a school-house. 

[Assem. No. 90.J 7 
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These three districts need aid to enjihle them to build and finish ' 
their houses — about $150.00 each. Without such aid I fear ttx^^ 
can not do it. 

A larger appropriation for the support of the Indian schools ^* 
much needed; with our present means we can have but 28 we^^l^^® 
school in the year, whereas there should be not less than 36 wed^^^» 
and 40 would be better. 

More interest has been manifested by the children and yoa 'Mrmg 
men during the last year than ever before, and the attendance ^^ 
school has been more regular. 

Reviewing this subject, I am convinced that in no common 3l^% 
with which I am acquainted has there been more progress mam^ '^^e 
ia proportion to the means employed than in these Indian schoc:^ ^s. 

If these tribes are ever to become citizens, as they eviden.'fci'ly 
must or perish as a people, it is important that a liberal policy^ in 
regard to their improvement should be continued, and suffici^^ ^t 
funds provided to give all of them the advantages of the comnczB. ^^n 
school. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. M. PETTIT*- 



• Oneida Reservation. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, SupH of Public Instruction : 

Sir — I submit the following report of the Indian schools locsLf^^^ 
in Oneida and Madison counties : 

The whole number of Indian children living in the MadissK^ 
county district between the ages of 5 and 21 is 21. 

The whole number living in the Oneida county district is 16- 

The time school has been taught in the Madison county dist**^ 
is 35 weeks 4^ days. 

The time school has been taught in the Oneida county dist^x*- 
is 31 weeks. 

The average daily attendance in Oneida county school was S-f 

The average daily attendance in Madison county school was 7 

The Oneida county school was taught by Miss S. D. Whifc^ 
13 weeks, and by Miss Laura Faulkner 18 weeks. 

The Madison county school was taught by Miss Jennie B. K 
35 weeks 4^ days. 

^^- I'nstmction has been faithful and competent. The attends 
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^^^3 not been as large as is desirable, but there is reason to hope 
u|i^t it will eoutinue to improve. No changes for the present are 
•eooi3Cinieiicled or thought to be necessary. 

Respectfully yours, 

NILES L. TILDEN, SupH. 



Onondaga Reservation. 

Hon. Victor M. Rice, 8upH of Public Instruction. 

Dear Sir — I send you the report of the Onondaga Indian school 
for the year ending on the 30th of September, 1864 : 
Nuinber of Indian children between the ages of 5 and 21 years 
residing on the reservation on the 30th of September, 1865 93 

Niiniber of Indian male children 52 

Number of Indian female children 41 

Number of white children of same age on reservation . . 19 

W'hole number of Indian children who attended the Indian 

school during the year 58 

N^uinbcr of white children who attended same 3 

dumber of Indian childi-en living on reservation who attend- 
ed contiguous white schools 7 

^^iiiber of white children living on Indian lands who attend- 
ed white schools nearer than the Indian schools, and enu- 

ttierated in the districts they attended 13 

-^"v-ei-age daily attendance during fall and winter 17 

-Average daily attendance during spring and autumn 13 

"^^rnber of weeks' school during the year ending Sept. 30, 

1865 , 36 

C^^-^hpaid for teachers' wages to Sept. 30, 1865.. $169 00 

'^^sli paid for books, repairs, and to the Superintendent 

^ - the Indian school during the year $35 77 

-IVliss Harriet L. Wright taught the Indian school from Sept. 30, 
^064. (vacations excepted,) to January, 1865, at $4 per week, for 
Eleven weeks. She taught between January, 1865, and June, 16 
^^eks, a $5 per week. Rev. A. Brown, resident missionary of the 
^- E. Church among the Onondaga Indians, taught during the 
^^»^mer and fall term prior to Sept. 30th, 1865, nine weeks, at $5 
P^^ Week. 

^^ will be seen from comparing the report of this year with those 
^^ *<>rmer years, that the number of weeks school has been less 
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than formerly; this was owing to the sickness of the family of ^^I'i^ 
of the teachers, and to the difficulty of finding competent teactm^^"^^ 
who were willing to live out of the pale of civilization and end '^^^^ 
the self-denials required, for the wages paid for their services ^Y 
the State. 

It is, however, questionable whether any higher wages shca-^l^ 
be paid; times are soon to return, we hope, to a hard money ba^-^^s, 
and the precedent of higher wages might be difficult to aband ^:>"n. 
The State does very much for this people, and will act wisely ^^ 
so aid them as to lead them as fast as possible to take care of tl» ^^ir 
own schools. In former reports I urged the importance of so e ^^ ^* 
catinor them and leofislatinsf for them as £o fit them for Ameri^i^^^'^ 
citizenship. That statesman who shall devise and succeed in (^^3B^r- 
rying into execution a plan to break down the tribal customs ^^* 
this people, and teach them to fulfill the duties of taking care ^i 
their own families, and teach them how to vote, pay taxes, sl'bs^^^ 
fuse themselves into the great nation of Americans, will dcsei 
more credit than William Peun. Why can they not as well beco 
component parts of our nation as the more ignorant class of fore i 
emigrants, many of whom in a few years, or at farthest in a 
eration or two, become valuable citizens of the grertt republ 
The county of Onondaga, however, is not likely to furnish "fc 
man or men to inaugurate this great reform. Our quota of w» 
men who are sent to Albany to make laws are charged with thi^ 
important principles, to which they make all minor matters yio 
The first of these is the Onondaga salines, the second is the chloK- 
of sodium, the thii*d is salt 

Too much is not now done by the great State of New York 
this waning remnant of the original owners of our soil and 
salines, but it might, perhaps, be more wisely done. 

Many of our Indian scholars hjive made good proficiency duri ^*^^o 
the year in music, drawing and penmanship, branches for whi ^i^n 
they show great aptitude, and those children are most punctual a- -mTM^y^ 
learn fastest whose parents are best educated in English. T 1'^ ^^ 
tribe has not been as long under the educational aid of the St ^^^ 
as the larger tribes within its limits, but it is showing ma 
signs of progress. 

Eespectfull}'^ yours, 

J. KNEELAND, 

Sui^H Onondaga Ind> School. 



V 
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ToxAWANDA Reservation. 
m:i. V. M. Rice, SupU of Public Instruction : 
'he iindcr»igued superintendent of schools on the Tonawanda 
re»c3rvation respectfully ixjports : 

•UL^he number of children on the reservation Sept. 30, 1865^ 
bet^v'een the ages of four and twenty-one years, was 227. 
Two schools have been taught on the reservation the last year; in 
district No. 1 for a period of six and a half months — three months 
in ^^inter, three and a half months in summer; in district No. 2, 
foixx* and a half months — three months in winter and one and a 
tialf months in summer. The entire number of pupils registered as 
&tt:eii(liug the schools is 84; average attendance 38. The school in 
district No. 1 was taught during the winter term by Homer E. 
Allien and Miss S. M. Smead — whole number of pupils, 35; avei'- 
^S^7 17; during the summer term by l^arah A. Kenyon — whole 
•number of pupils, 35; average, 18. In district No. 2, winter term, 
Jennie Finch, teacher, pupils, 49; average attendance, 21; summer 
^erin, Mary L. Lee, teacher, number of pupils, 37; average attend- 
*^tice, 12, The sickness on the reservation during the past summer, 
^rid the mortality among the children, was a great hindrance to 
«^fae continuation of the schools. Soon after the school had com- 
*^^nced in district No. 2, the small pox made its appearance, 
^'^d spread over nearly the whole district; the school was imme- 
^^U-tely stopped for seven or eight weeks. It was reported there 
^^ere about sixty cases at one time, and some fifteen deaths. 

The schools are as prosperous as can be expected under the oir- 

'^^nastances. The school-houses in both districts are old and very 

poor — in district No. 1 an old log house, small, low and very 

^^oonvenient; was built by some white people before the Indians 

^^oupied that section; in district No. 2 the old house built by a 

^^SJSiionary society. I would recommend that steps be immedi- 

• ^ly taken, and an appropriation made to build new school-houses 

*^ both districts. 

-ttespectfully submitted. 

H. CUMMINS, Superintendent. 
-A.XRON, 2fov. 4, 1865. 



^^^^ TuscARORA Reservation. 

^^. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 
-Sir — ^The undersigned, superintendent of the Indian schools ^pn 
^^ Tuscarora reservation, respectfully submits the foUpwiij^ 
^l^^rtfor the year ending Sept. 30, 1865: 
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The whole number of Indian children on the reservation, 

between the ages of 5 and 21 years, is h 

White children ^_ ^ 

There have been two schools taught, the length of sessions »%:>/ 
attendance being as follows: 

In district No. 1, Miss Abigail Peck, teacher — 

Whole number of pupils registered ..j 65 

Averaire attendance 30 

Number of weeks' school 46 

In district No. 2, William H. Sage and Miss Frances E. Pom 
roy, teachers — 

Whole number of pupils registered 7i 

Average attendance ^^^^^ 

Number of weeks' school „ - ^^- 

The expense during the year has been : 

For teachers' wages $432 00 

For books and stationery 45 5^ 

For superintending 1 32 00 

For traveling expenses, postage and revenue stamps 18 00 

"$527^ 

In submitting the foregoing report, I woul^ state that the ^^' 
tendance has been very good, and the pupils have made satisf^^ 
lory progress. Although I do not think it is possible for Ind*^^ 
children to make as good progress as white children, I am satie^fi^ 
that the money has been at least not wholly squandered. I n3^^^ 
a change in text books (Juring the past winter, and introdt*^^ 
Willson's series to quite a large extent, as I think they are b^^*®^ 
adapted to their wants than any other with which I am acquaiia^^ 
Respectfully submitted. 

HIRAM POMROY, Superintendent- 

LocKPORT, October 13, 1865. 



St. Regis Reservatiok. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, SupH of Public Instruction : 

Sir — ^The undersigned, superintendent of Indian schools on ^ 
St. Regis reservation, respectfully submits the following repoX"*^* 

The whole number of children residing on the St. Regis r^^®^* 
vation on the 30th day of September, 1865, between the ages ^^ 
and 21 years, was 270. Two schools have been sustained oa 
reservation during the last year for a term of 42 weeks each. -^ 
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le number of children atteuding school in district No. 1 was 
and the average daily attendance was 16. Whole number 
idiug district Ko. 2 was 41, and the average daily attendance 

Both schools have been taught by competent and successful 
lers, and the children have made commendable progress, con- 
ing their irregular attendance at school. Both school-houses 

been thoroughly repaired since Sept. 30, 1864, and are 
quite comfortable, and are well supplied with all the neces- 
appliances usually used in our public schools. The children 
ell supplied witli books, slates and stationery. On the whole, 
ik the educational condition of the tribe is gradually improv- 
nd civilization making slow and steady progress. The great 
of the Indian, intemperance, is gradually on the decrease. The 
is becoming more industrious, and many of them are making 
lendable progress in a knowledge of agriculture, mechanics 
tie arts. So I think the very liberal appropriations made bj 
oble State for the benefit of these unfortunate beings from 
bo year is not wholly in vain. 

of which is respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM GILLIS, 
SupH of Indian Schools^ for the St, Regis Reservation. 



Shinecock Reservation. 

V. M. Rice, SnpH of Public Instruction : 

— I respectfully submit the following report of the condition of 
hool for the benefit of the Indians on the Shinecock reservation: 
3 whole number of children on the reservation between the 
:)f 5 and 21 years on the 30th of September, 1865, was 49. 
chool during the year was taught for 32 weeks. The winter 
n, of 18 weeks duration, was under the instruction of Mr. jGr. 
[cKinney, a colored man from South Carolina. He was em- 
d by my predecessor, at a salary of $18 per month. The 
5 number of children attending during the session was 31; 
erage daily attendance being 17.81. To the inclemency of the 
ler is attributed the low average rate of attendance presented, 
ummer session was taught by Miss Julia E. Field, and was 
med 14 weeks, at a salary of $2 per week. The whole num- 
r pupils in attendance was 20, the average being 11.75. 
3 school is now in successful operation under the manage- 
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.<ment of Mr. Geo. H. Smith, whom I have employed at a salary ^' 
420 per month. 

I am informed by the teachers that the Indians are generO'^*? 
sober and industrious, but having little or no inclination to ctal'ti* 
vate habits of economy, the greater part of them are in indig'^iit 
circumstances. They have two churches, and are quite regular in 
attending religious worship. The children have about the 8a-:D:ie 
capacity for learning as those of white parentage, but do not s^^m 
ix) possess retentive memories. They show a proper regard to thi.^ir 
'instructors, and cheerfully submit to the regulations of the Scheie ol. 

These facts seem to warrant the conclusion that the money t^X^ns 

expended for the benefit of the Shinecock Indian children by "the 

State is as productive of beneficial results as that appropriated. £<>r 

any other educational purposes. 

CORDELLO D. ELMER, 

SupU 8hineeock Ind. 8choat^ 
GKEESiBO&ry Jan*A^ I8664 
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STATISTICS OF INDIAN SCHOOLS, 1864-5. 
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average attendanoe upon the schopU in the Allegany and Gaitatangufl reserrationf 
^^ed at about two-fifths of the registered number. 
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STATISTICS OF TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

Number of Number of Teachers in Amonn 

counties. lustitutes. * attendance. by the 

1854 19 19 1,100 $1,10 

1855 36 36 2,000 2,00 

1856 3,000 1,02 

1857 41 .. 4,32 

1858 48 .. 4,19 

1859 50 51 6,766 4,93 

1860 47 54 5,913 6,41 

1861 48 52 7,556 8, OS 

1862 62 62 9,444 8,6C 

1863 47 55 9,027 9,6^ 

1864 50 54 7,524 9,9£ 

1865 ,. 54 63 8,887 14,9] 

Comparative statistics for the last seven years. 

1859. 50 counties; 51 institutes; amount paid, $4,931.38. 
Teachers in attendance, 6^766. 

Average per county, 135^. 
Average per institute, 132^. 
Expense per county (average), $98.62^. 
Expense per teacher, 72^c. 

1860. 47 counties; 54 institutes; amount paid, $6,419.62. 
Teachers in attendance, 5,913. 

Average jDer county, 125|. 

Average per institute, 109^. 

Expense per county (average), $136.58|. 

Expense per teacher, $1.08^. 

1861. 48 counties; 52 institutes; amount paid, $8,092.77. 
Teachers in attendance, 7,556. 

Average per county, 157 J. 
Average per institute, 145J. 
Expense per county (average), $168.60. 
Expense per teacher, $1.07. 
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'^^2. 52 counties; 62 institutes; amount paid, $8,665.16. 

Teachers in attendance, 9,444. 

Average per county, 181 J. 

Average per institute, 152 J. 

Expense per county (average), $166.63^. 

Expense per teacher, 91|c. 
S63, 47 counties; 55 institutes; amount paid, $9,680.28. 
Teachers in attendance, 9,027. 
Average per county, 192. 
Average per institute, 164. 
Expense per county, $205.96. 
Expense per teacher, $1,072. 

4. 50 counties; 54 institutes; amount paid, $9,991.62. 
Teachers in attendance, 7,524. 

Average per county, 150J. 
Average per institute, 139. 
Expense per county, $199.83. 
Expense per teacher, $1,327. 

5. 54 counties; 63 institutes; cost, $14,916.39. 
Teachers in attendance, 8,887. 
Average per county, 164.57. 

Average per institute, 141. 
Expense per county, $276.22. 
Expense per teacher, $1.67. 
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REPORTS OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS AND CITY 

SUPERINTENDENTS. 

CITY OF ALBANY. 

Office of the Board of Education, ) 
Albany, January 17, 1866. J 
V. M. Rice, Esq., Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Dear Sir — In answer to your order, requiring a Report of the conditioo 
of the public schools in this city, I hereby respectfully report as follows : 

There are fifteen public schools in the city of Albany, cast of Fenj 
street, of which I am superintendent. There are three schools west of 
Ferry street, one of which is a joint district, and situated in the town of 
Guilderland. The schools west of Ferry street are in charge of a superin- 
tendent, who makes his report to the Board of Education, and who drawl 
the pro-rata of public money through this office. 

According to the last school census, there were twenty-one thousaBi] 
nine hundred and fifty children in the city between the ages of five 
twenty-one years. The average daily attendance during the year has beei] 
good. In the winter, the schools are crowded to their utmost capacity. 
This is no doubt the case throughout the State ; but as many of tho 
children are obliged, through the povrrty of their parents, to seek somo 
employment during the business season, the number of pupils is somewhat 
diminished. 

The branches taught are spelling, reading, writing, written arithmetie 
mental arithmetic, geography, grammar, algebra, and geometry. Tho 
singing in all the public schools is under the charge of a professor of mnsie 
employed for that purpose. 

There are fifteen male and eighty-two female teachers. One of the 
schools is set apart for the instruction of colored children : this school is J 
not large enough to require any assistants. The salary of each pnncipal 
per annum is twelve hundred dollars, with the exception of the principal 
of the colored school, who receives seven hundred dollars. Each female 
teacher receives a salary of three hunired and fifty dollars per annnm. 
The laws made by the Board of Education require the teachers to be in 
their places at a quarter of an hour before the commencement of school 
exercises ; and this arrangement is so effective in securing punctuality o^ 
attendance, that scarcely any delinquencies occur. 

The school houses are built of brick, well heated and ventilated, an^ 
supplied with requisite furniture and apparatus. In one case the ne^ 
patent desk has been introduced, and is found to be a great improyemen^^ 
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The schools are kept open for ten months during the year ; a vacation 
of six weeks being allowed id the summer, and a week between Christmas 
and New Year. The libraries connected with the public schools contain 
about five thousand volumes. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN MORGAN, Secretary. 



ALLEGANY COUNTY— Second District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, SupeiHnlendent of Public IntUruction : 

Sir The following Report is respectfully submitted in relation to the 

condition of schools in District No. 2, Allegany county. 

There are in this district 117 whole districts and four joint districts with 
school houses in this county, four joint districts with school houses in other 
counties, one separate neighborhood with school house in Pennsylvania. 

The whole number of children over five and under 21 years of age, is 
7,787; the whole number who have attended school during the year, is 
5,824 ; whole number of days attendance, 399,599; average daily attend- 
ance, 2,692.043. If each child who attended school had been present every 
day school was in session, it would have given a total attendance of 815,- 
MO days. Deduct from this number 399,599, the number of days actual 
; attendance, and we have 415,761 days lost time from irregularity of attend- 
ance ; divide by 365, and we have 1,139 full years; or divide by 140, and 
we have 2,962 school years. It is believed that the new law apportioning 
a share of the public money to districts on the basis of average daily attend- 
ance, will help to remedy this evil. In all my visits among the schools, 
I have urged the importance of regular attendance, with all the arguments 
I could present. 

Teachers. — During the year, 251 different teachers have been employed; 
22 males, 229 females; less than nine per cent males. Good teachers are 
always scarce, and even poor ones are becoming so. Trustees have with 
difficulty found teachers for the schools the present winter. Formerly we 
had from one to half a dozen applicants for each school. I can not say that 
the grade of qualification has advanced in proportion to the scarcity of ap- 
plicants. First grade teachers leave for other States or counties, where 
ihey say they get better pay. The academies in this county have furnished 
a Urge number of first class teachers ; but as yet we have secured their 
services for only a limited period. Our best Allegany teachers are to be 
foimd scattered all over the Western States. 

, Wages. — ^Wages for females, exclusive of board, are from $3 to $6 per 
veek; males, from $25 to 650 per month of 20 days, during the winter; 
^'-^ and from $2 to (4 per week for females, during the summer. 

Institutes.— The Annual Institute was held in the Court House at 
3 ^^^o^it for a term of two weeks, with the largest attendance ever had in 
ti« T the county, namely 150. The Institute, under the direction of Prof. John 
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G. Murphy, was divided into three sections, each reciting at the same time 
for half an hour; one section under the direction of the Principal, one 
under the direction of Prof, Lewis, and one under the direction of the Com- 
missioners. Every member of the Institute received instruction in three 
different branches, from three different teachers, in three half hours; at 
the expiration of which time a new set of studies came on the programing 
and the Institute is rotated throu^rh three different branches the same as 
before. Instruction was given in general session, in Elocution, by Prof. 
Jonathan Allen of Alfred, with very great acceptance; also ia Ana- 
lysis of Language, by Prof. Murphy ; together with lectures by the under- 
signed Commissioner, on Anatomy and Physiology. It is believed that 
we had more work well done than at any former Institute, The sentimeni 
in favor of institutes has taken deeper root, and become wider spread thai 
ever before. Our county is so large that we really need two Institutes, on* 
for each Commissioner district. At our last Institute, no time was take) 
up with evening lectures. It is but just to say, in this connection, that as 
disciplinarian, instructor, and conductor of Calisthenics, Prof. Murphy i 
not easily to be excelled. The difference in school management is moi 
marked than ever before, in favor of teachers who have attended Institute: 
We need more training schools fur teachers ; at least w^ need moi 
teachers who have been trained in the art of teaching. Every person, \>* 
fore teaching, should pass through an experimental training school. 

School Houses. — School houses in this district, classified according 
structure, are as follows : Log, 2; frame, 117 ; vacant dwelling houses, - 
total, 121. Five new school houses are in progress for building next sut 
mer; one at Cuba, to be built of brick, at a cost of $5,500. Two scho 
houses have been condemned the past year, by the Commissioner andSupe 
visor of the town of Ward ; they will be replaced next summer by new one 
Trustees. — In many instances, the persons elected to the office of tru 
tee are poorly qualified to discharge the duties of the ofiice. If any o: 
doubts this statement, let him examine the last bundle of trustees' repoi 
received at this ofl&ce. Several districts have attempted to change frc 
one to three trustees since the law prohibited such changes, and thus g 
into some confusion. Decisions from the State Department have regulat 
this. 

Libraries. — Libraries are almost entirely neglected. In many of t 
libraries, the most valuable books are either lost or destroyed. Less th 
one-half the library money apportioned to districts last spring is report 
as being expended for books. It is certain that library money is appli 
to the payment of teachers' wages, contrary to law. 

Text-books. — I am struggling to establish a uniformity of text-boo 
in my district ; but I am not clothed with any authority except to couns 
and advise, and the progress is really slow. There is an incalculable was 
of the time and energies of the teacher, caused by this endless diversil 
and mixture of text-books. This is an evil which calls loudly for reforn 
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OvficiAL Duties. — The routine of official duties is the same as re- 
ported last year ; among the most perplexing of which, is the alteration, 
wnulliDg, and dividing of school districts. 

Respectfully yours, 

WALTER D. RENWICK, 

School Commissioner, 



CATTARAUGUS COUNTY— First District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — Having been appointed to the office of School Commissioner 
in June last, I have had but little time or opportunity to collect material 
for a report on school matters. As soon as I received my appointment, I 
commenced visiting schools, and have been laboring ever since. By another 
year, I hope I shall be able to report some progress. In my visitations I 
found some good schools, and some poor ones. There are quite a number 
of small districts whose principal aim seems to be to obtain teachers at a 
low price; and as a consequence, the schools are generally as low as the 
price. 

My abstract will furnish you all necessary figures ; and from them you 
c&D judge of the condition of the schools in this district, much better than 
from any statement which I can make in a report. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

D. R. CAMPBELL, 

Elgin, Jan. 22, 1866. School Commissioner, 



CAYUGA COUNTY— First District. 

To the Hon. Victor M. Rice, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

The undersigned begs leave to submit the following Report : 
During the past year, God has signally blessed us as a nation, not only 
^ giving us success to our arms in quelling the Slaveholders' Rebellion ; 
wnding the servile yoke from four millions of down-trodden Africans; 
making glad the hearts of thousands by the return of our heroes from many 
* well-fought battle-field ; but also in inspiring in the minds of our people 
*liat the main pillar of Republican Institutions is our Common School Sys- 
*®m. This, properly supervised, is the beacon-light on every hill-top, in 
every valley, and along every dangerous coast. A returned soldier, point- 
^^gto the school houses as he passed, exclaimed: ** These are the safe- 
S^wds of our Republic; we didn't find them down South." And since 
^6y are the primary institutions for the difi'usion of knowledge among all 
classes of society, rich or poor, high or low, bond or free, there is truth in 
***e observation. But in order to secure the greatest possible results, more 
*Hentioa is necessary from the masses of the people. That the schools are 
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G. Murphy, was divided into three sections, each reciting at the same time 
for half an hour; one section under the direction of the Principal, one 
under the direction of Prof. Lewis, and one under the direction of the Com- 
missioners. Every member of the Institute received instruction in three 
different branches, from three different teachers, in three half hours; at 
the expiration of which time a new set of studies came on the programme 
and the Institute is rotated through three different branches the same as 
before. Instruction was given in general session, in Elocution, by Prof. 
Jonathan Allen of Alfred, with very great acceptance; also in Ana- 
lysis of Language, by Prof. Murphy ; together with lectures by the undet- 
signed Commissioner, on Anatomy and Physiology. It is believed tha 
we had more work well done than at any former Institute. The sentimet 
in favor of institutes has taken deeper root, and become wider spread tbs 
ever before. Our county is so large that we really need two Institutes, oi 
for each Commissioner district. At our last Institute, no time was tak 
up with evening lectures. It is but just to say, in this connection, that afi 
disciplinarian, instructor, and conductor of Calisthenics, Prof. Murpht 
not easily to be excelled. The difference in school management is mc 
marked than ever before, in favor of teachers who have attended Institut 

We need more training schools for teachers ; at least w^ need mc 
teachers who have been trained in the art of teaching. Every person, 1 
fore teaching, should pass through an experimental training school. 

School Houses. — School houses in this district, classified according 
structure, are as follows: Log, 2; frame, 117; vacant dwelling houses, 
total, 121, Five new school houses are in progress for building next su 
mer; one at Cuba, to be built of brick, at a cost of $5,500. Two sch 
houses have been condemned the past year, by the Commissioner and Sup 
visor of the town of Ward ; they will be replaced next summer by new oe 

Trustees. — In many instances, the persons elected to the office of tr 
tee are poorly qualified to discharge the duties of the ofiice. If any * 
doubts this statement, let him examine the last bundle of trustees' repc 
received at this ofl&ce. Several districts have attempted to change fi 
one to three trustees since the law prohibited such changes, and thus 
' into some confusion. Decisions from the State Department have rcgula 
this. 

Libraries. — Libraries are almost entirely neglected. In many of 
libraries, the most valuable books are either lost or destroyed. Less tl 
one-half the library money apportioned to districts last spring is report 
as being expended for books. It is certain that library money is appli 
to the payment of teachers' wages, contrary to law. 

Text-books. — I am struggling to establish a uniformity of text-boo 
in my district ; but I am not clothed with any authority except to couns 
and advise, and the progress is really slow. There is an incalculable was 
of the time and energies of the teacher, caused by this endless diversi 
and mixture of text-books. This is an evil which calls loudly for refon 
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OjficiaIj Duties. — The routine of official duties is the same as re- 
irted last year ; among the most perplexing of which, is the alteration, 
miiHingi and dividing of school districts. 

Respectfully yours, 

WALTER D. RENWICK, 

Sclwol Covimissioner. 



CATTARAUGUS COUNTY— First District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — Having been appointed to the office of School Commissioner 
in June last, I have had but little time or opportunity to collect material 
for a report on school matters. As soon as I received my appointment, I 
commenced visiting schools, and have been laboring ever since. By another 
year, I hope I shall be able to report some progress. In my visitations I 
found some good schools, and some poor ones. There are quite a number 
of small districts whose principal aim seems to be to obtain teachers at a 
low price ; and as a consequence, the schools are generally as low as the 
pice. 
My abstract will furnish you all necessary figures ; and from them you 
' can judge of the condition of the schools in this district, much better than 
from any statement which I can make in a report. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

D. R. CAMPBELL, 
Elgin, Jan. 22, 1866. School Commissioner, 



CAYUGA COUNTY— First District. 

To the Hon. Victor M. Rice, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction : 
The undersigned begs leave to submit the following Report : 
During the past year, God has signally blessed us as a nation, not only 
^ giving us success to our arms in quelling the Slaveholders' Rebellion ; 
rending the servile yoke from four millions of down-trodden Africans ; 
making glad the hearts of thousands by the return of our heroes from many 
* well-fought battle-field ; but also in inspiring in the minds of our people 
»^^i the main pillar of Republican Institutions is our Common School Sys- 
^^' This, properly supervised, is the beacon-light on every hill- top, in 
every valley, and along every dangerous coast. A returned soldier, point- 
^gto the school houses as he passed, exclaimed: ** These are the safe- 
guards of our Republic; we didn't find them down South." And since 
"^ey are the primary institutions for the diffusion of knowledge among all 
classes of society, rich or poor, high or low, bond or free, there is truth in 
wie observation. But in order to secure the greatest possible results, more 
ftttentioa is neGeasary from the masses of the people. That the schools are 
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able to take care of themselves, as some suppose, is plainly inconsistent. ^ 
watchful care on the part of every member of community, and an efficien 
supervision free from sectional jealousies and local prejudices, should chai 
acterize this important interest. To this end, that all may be interested i 
the great cause of national civilization and enlightenment, and thereby h 
come wiser and better, and more perfectly fulfill the duties and obligatioi 
we owe to God and man, has our task as School Commissioner been pe 
formed; and we hope we have not labored in vain. 

Pupils, &c. — During the year, 4,538 children in my district have be 
educated' to some extent at an expense of $19,018, averaging $4.19 ( 
scholar ! When it is remembered that $7,411 of the above amount is fi 
nished by the U. S. Deposit Fund and the proceeds of the Gospel and Sch< 
lands in the various towns, leaving only $11,607 in the aggregate, ©r t 
insignificant sum of $2.56 per annum for the tuition of a pupil, is it i 
astonishing that men of common sense will run themselves out of breath 
find a cheap teacher, and employ the very lowest grade at that, in ore 
that the school bill may not ** come so high ?" Why there is not a man 
all the district, who chews tobacco, but pays twice as much for the filt 
weed, and he never thinks of complaining of the expense. 

Our schools have been taught on an average 170 days, and the whc 
number of days attendance of all the children is 340,884 ; dividing tl 
number by 4,538, the whole number of pupils attending school, and we ha 
75, the average number of days each one has attended. Hence it appeal 
that had all the scholars attended punctually, just as much instructi( 
could have been given in 75 days as was imparted in the 170, and the ext] 
expense of continuing the school the additional 95 days saved. Had i 
time been lost by any pupil, the whole number of days' attendance wouj 
have been 771,460. If then the benefit derived is in proportion to tl 
time of attending school, these punctual pupils would have been more tha 
twice as far advanced with the same instruction and outlay of money; o 
in other words, nineteen thirty-fourths of $19,018, or $10,627, would ha^ 
been saved, had the children attended the schools punctually. It is hope 
that parents will look to this matter, and avoid these serious results hereafte 
In carefully inquiring into this state of things, I am constrained to say, tl 
**rate-6i/^" is the primary and most efficient cause of the mischief. 1 
nearly every district, there are several who will withhold their children fro 
school, especially if the trustees employ a first grade teacher, and pJ 
accordingly; and this has kept many of our schools below par, and actual 
resulted in defrauding the children of the means of good instruction. Hen 
I would most earnestly recommend that the rate-bill be dispensed with. 

School Houses. — I have taken pains to ascertain certain facts concer 
ing our school houses, which, I am sorry to say, do not reflect so mui 
credit upon us, as my former reports would seem to warrant. There are ' 
school houses at the present time, two having been burnt. Much has be 
said and written about them, and I now propose to add another fact, fort 
purpose of calling the attention of our good people to the essential requisi^ 
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«f a comfortable school house. Tt is not often the case that school yards 
are too large, bat I am constrained to say that such is the fact with 68 in 
this district ; that is, they are too long for the width. If the teachers of 
these schools should command the pupils not to go out of the yard to play, 
yoa might see then playing in the streets of Albany without violating the 
prohibition. I repeat the sorrowful fact that nxlyeiqht of our Kchool 
houses stand in the road ! Cattle, geese, pigs, and children, are mingled 
fts free eommoners all about the school premises, and in some instances it 
is difficult to tell which holds the highest title ; the former, by right of pos- 
session night and d&y, seem to dispute the matter with wonderful tenacity. 
At Fair Haven, last summer, my attention was called to this fact by the 
teacher, where the area around the school house seemed to be a general 
rendecyous for all the cattle, pigs and geese in the village ; in consequence, 
^e children were necessarily deprived of their play ground. 

Special credit should be given, however, to District No. 2, Cato, whose 
school grounds, consist irg of ^ of an acre, are ornamented with shade trees 
and shrubbery, which shows an interest we would like to see in every dis- 
trict; but, alas ! the remaining twelve in this town have no fenced yards. 
In Conquest, District No. 7, bears the palm ; while the eleven remaining 
Afe like the twelve in Cato. Districts Nos. 1 and 6, in Ira, have very 
small yards, fenced in; but the remaining tvoelve are like the eleven in Con- 
quest. In Sterling, District No. 2 has a yard, two by three — I mean rods, 
not feet; and the remaining thirteen are like the twelve in Ira. Districts 
No. 5, 14 and 15, in Victory, have fenced yards ; while the remaining 
Mm are like the thirteen in Sterling. In Montezuma, Districts Nos. 1, 
^and 7, are feaced, and /oar are not. In Throop, Districts Nos. 1, 2 and 
^) fenced; three unfeneed. In Mentz, Districts Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 5, are 
fenced, and one only without a yard. If, by reiterating that the condition 
<)f the school premises always indicates the intelligence of a people, would 
rectify this matter, I would give line upon line and precept upon precept. 
There is a great deal of land in this country for farming purposes — for 
flowing fine horses, cattle, sheep, &c.; but very little for school purposes — 

for growing fine children, and educating them physically as well as intellec- 
tually. 

Notwithstanding these unfavorable things, we are encouraged by the fact 
that more new houses are in process of erection than in any one year here- 
^fore since I have been commissioner. District No. 2, Throop, has erected 
^ new brick house at an expense of about $1,500. Although we were 
obliged to " condemn '' the old one, yet the new house is universally ap- 
proved, and it reflects credit upon the intelligence and enterprise of the 
<^nimunity. The people really believe that no better investment can be 
^e, than by patting their money in the Common School Bank, and then 
•'^^^ing a first class teacher. They have been fortunate in securing the 
Services of J. S. Bristol as teacher, who had previously been engaged for 
*^y years in the city of Auburn, and who ranks among the first in his 
LAssem. No. 90.] 8 
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profession. I take pleasure in recommending Lim as eminently qualified to 
bear the honors of the State Certificate, and hope it maybe granted him ^3 
the Department of Public Instruction. 

District No. 8, Victory, have repaired their house, making everyth^^ 
new except the frame; and the internal arrangements are very conveoi©' 
and comfortable. 

District No. 9, Ira, have voted unanimously to build a new house, a^ 
the plan adopted will make one of the finest buildings in town. Full tbr< 
fourths of an acre has been selected for the site ; and nearly all the mode 
improvements in re<2:ard to ventilation, recitation seats, desks, ante-rool 
&c., will be used. We congratulate the people of this district upon i 
harmony that prevails, and their determination to have a good house. 

Trustees. — If the law required but one trustee, it would be read 
complied with in this section ; and if that trustee should have a per di 
allowance of one dollar for every day actually engaged in district busiue 
I have no doubt it would meet with a hearty response from the peoj 
There is no reason why a man should not be paid for his services when 
works for a multitude, as well as when he works for one. Many of ' 
trustees, the most faithful especially, spent several days in procur 
ieachers and attending to school matters ; and it is no small burden wl 
borne by one, but, when distributed among the tax-payers according to j 
perty, it would be but a trifle for each. Again, the business would be m 
better performed; better teachers would be procured, and consequently I 
ter schools. As the case now stands, many wait for some itinerant pe 
gogue to come along, and then employ the first applicant without regarc 
the grade of his certificate, or whether he has any certificate at all. I 
Bomewhat difl&cult to get the best man for the place to serve, in many < 
tricts, simply because it is not only a loss of time, but a loss of busic 
with no return whatever. Justice and expediency both demand that tr 
tees be paid for their services. 

Music. — A majority of our teachers have singing in their schools, I 
few give instruction in the science of music. The former exercise is bet 
than nothing, though it would be far preferable to have both the theory a 
practice a daily exercise in every school. I am aware some opposition si 
exists to its universal introduction, but this opposition is gradually fadi 
away ; our best teachers and schools too plainly manifest its utility, for t 
continuance of this absurd notion. Its effects upon the pupils amply rep 
the time and labor. I am decidedly in favor of making a knowledge oft 
science of music a legal requirement in a common school teacher. Wh 
we take into consideration its humanizing, softening and refining influen( 
why should it not be ? It is said that amidst the wild inhabitants 
Thrace, Orpheus with his harp commenced the work of civilization. T 
barbarians, struck with awe and reverence by his melodious strains, thr( 
aside their weapons of human destruction, hushed the rude passions of th( 
warlike breasts, and came trembling to his side. With admiration ai 
silent awe thej gazed upon the strange visitor ; while their spirits, tremulo 
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Villi emotion, vibrated in unison with the soft melody of music. Feelings 
never before felt, emotions never before excited in their savage bosoms, 
arose within their souls ; and with a consciousness of a higher and nobler 
' destination, they put aside their heathenish customs and brutal manners, 
and stood erect, disenthralled, clothed with mental and moral power in the 
dignity of civiliied man. Such is the Grecian fable ; and whether actually 
and literally true, or whether Orpheus is merely the type or personification 
of the music of the ancient Greeks, it matters not : the moral of the story 
and the natural inference is, Music, heaven-inspiring Music, was considered, 
a^ it now is by the refined and educated, the means as well as the indica- 
tion of civilization and refinement. Man is naturally a musical being. In 
fact the whole creation is full of music. We hear it, not only in the ** harp 
of a thousand strings," the human voice, but in the purling brook, chiming 
its melody over its pebbly way ; in the sighing winds, and in the ocean's 
roar; in the marshy pool, and amid the warblers of the grovi. Nature is 
lavish of this soul-stirring element ; it pervades everything, and he who 
opposes its introduction into school, ** having no music in his soul," must 
Iw a monster in human form. Why! it is designed to. awaken every 
emotion of the human heart, whether of joy or grief, love or hate, hope or 
despair: there is no chord that it leaves untouched, no sentiment that it 
will not inspire. **But," we hear it said, *' it may be^turned to base pur- 
poses." Then it is not music ; but ** like sweet bells jangled out of tune 
wd harsh," it palls the moral sense. When thus dethroned, its heavenly 
JDissions are forgotten. But this is rather an argument in its favor : it 
MOWS its power. Give it a right direction — grossness vanishes, and refine- 
Bient follows. It is always associated, in its higher state of improvement, 
With the pure and lovely, and expresses ** what is truest and deepest in a 
*»ohle soul." Like poetry, it is the expression of feeling, sentiment and 
Passion. **With respect to its pure and refined pleasures," says Lord 
Karnes, " Music goes hand and hand with Gardening and Architecture, her 
lister arts, in humanizing and polishing the mind." Polybius illustrates 
^lie effects of music upon a nation, through a long series of years. He 
^ks of the people of Cynsetha, a tribe of the Arcadians who inhabit the 
high countries of Greece : the Arcadians have always been celebrated for 
4eir piety, humanity and hospitality ; while the Cynsethians, who speak the 
•*itte language, inhabit the same country, and live under the same govern- 
• ment, are distinguished from the Arcadians by savage manners, wickedness 
*ftdcrjelty. ** I can attribute this difference to no other cause," says the 
Historian, " but a total neglect among the people of Cynaetha of an institu- 
tion established amongst the ancient Arcadians : I mean the discipline and 
exercise of that genuine and perfect music, which is useful in every state, 
hut necessary to the Arcadians, whose manners, originally rigid and austere, 
ittade it of the greatest importance to incorporate this art into the very 
essence (rf their government." Their children are early taught the musio 
of tJieir great masters, Philoxenus and Timotheus, and assemble yearly to 
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''practice and exhibit : they are also taught instrumental music, which tlic 
perform with great skill and sweetness. The Historian further adds : ^* 
is evident that these ceremonies were not introduced for idle pleasure, b 
to soften the rough and stubborn temper of the Aroadians ; but the Cyoi 
thians, neglecting these arts, have become so fierce and savage that the 
is not another city in Greece so remarkable for frequent and great enorn 
ties." If *' History is philosophy teaching by example/' it may be wise 
us as a nation to heed the teacher Philosophy ^ and follow the example of t 
Arcadians ; for if there eyer was a nation that required the softening inf 
ence of Music, it is ours. We are composed of heterogeneous materia 
our people are a hotch-potch collection, into which every nation on the eai 
has thrown its representative. To bring this discordant assemblage, tl 
chaotic jargon into harmony, requires the skill and talents of every Co 
mon School Teacher trained by a Master Performer. 

The Teachers* Institute for the northern section of Cayuga coun 
was held at Meridian. Lectures were delivered by the following gent 
men : — Rev. Mr. Doty : subject, *' Physical condition, and its care iiec< 
sary for teachers.*' Rev. A. Lindsay : " The Claims of Phonography 
Rev. Henry Fowler : '* Labor of hands, head and heart.** Rev. M 
Steele: '* Education and Educators.** Rev. I. Wilkinson : 1, "N 
thaniel Bowditch ;'* 2, ** The Bible and the Sciences.** Rev. Mr. Watsoi 
*• The Teacher's work and responsibility.** Class drills in all the branch 
taught in our common schools, and Singing conducted by Mr. and Mi 
Lindsay, were the daily exercises of the Institute. Prof. E. Arnold 
Reading and Elocution, and Mr. Hinman in Arithmetic and Gramma 
gave efficient aid the second week of the session. The whole number 
teachers in attendance was 104 ; and so far as we have been able to asee 
tain, it seems to be regarded by the teachers as one of the most profital 
Institutes in this county. They came together for mutual improvemei 
and the time was well spent in a rapid review of the common branches ai 
the different modes of presenting them. The discussions awakened i 
interest which resulted in organizing a ** Lecture Association and Lyceun 
in our place, which is in a very flourishing condition at the present tin 
About two dozen of Wickersham's ** School Economy** and ** Methods 
Instruction," were procured by the teachers, and the result is manifestii 
itself in every school where these works have gone. I most earnest 
tecommend their perusal by every teacher. 

The Examination of Academy Students by the Regents of tl 
University is producing excellent results ; and it is hoped it may ^ 
continued from year to year, forever. Commissioners have seen and /! 
the necessity of some such expedient, to awaken these higher institutio 
of learning to the wants and necessities of our common schools. Tl 
fundamentals have been neglected, and I presume the examination ret'ur 
will convince the Regents of this fact. Though there may be some grai 
bling, and complaints of partiality, &c. &c., yet it is a good thing. Coi 
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iitssioners certainly bave do fault to find though the Regents are put in 
9UU8 bco in this respect, but hope they will persevere in well-doing. 

The New School Law is deservedly popular : it is a long step in the 
right direction ; and when the Legislature will allow the *' rate-bilP* to be 
stricken out, we shall have a school system in every respect worthy the 
Empire State. Many trustees and others are looking anxiously for the 
promised *' New Code of Public Instruction," and liope to have it in their 
possession before the present school-year closes. 

No Private Schools were reported by the Trustees ; and we were 
congratulating ourselves upon the triumph of the common schools during 
the past year over every private enterprise of the kind, when, lo! as by the 
stroke of an enchantress' wand, three sprang up this winter : one at Pine-> 
Tille, in Conquest, in consequence of the dilapidated condition of their 
old house ; one at Fair Haven, in Sterling, for a similar reason, and the 
additional fact that their old house is altogether too small ; and one at 
Sterling Valley, because, as I am informed, of diversity of views as to who 
Aould be teacher. 

So far as economy is concerned, the common school is decidedly the 
cheaper, and, with the same amount of care and interest, can be rendered 
^e best. Few if any private schools charge less than $5 tuition per 
<[Qarter, or $15 a year per pupil. We have already seen that the expense 
(tf our common schools is but $4.19 per annum ; while more than one-> 
^rd of that amount is paid by the State, leaving but $2.56 for the parent 
fc pay for a year's schooling: subtract this sum from $15, and we have 
113.44 per year, the excess of private tuition over public. Still these 
districts have a right to maintain private schools if they please, and it is 
Bone of our business to interfere ; and we will not : but we have a right to 
8^ow them how much more they cost than the public ; and further to show 
them if they would but double the expense of the public school (instead of 
Baking it six times as much as they do in the private), they would put it 
^oud the possibility of a private school to exist. What we need in oar 
<^«ntry, is, the Common School ^ Academy, and College: these liberally 
Bttstained, and there is no necessity of any other institution of learning. 

In Conclusion, I would urge upon our people the necessity of more 
^rnestness and zeal in this good cause, that we* may realize the ideal of the 
Others of our Kepublic. Franklin said, ** A newspaper and a Bible in 
every house, a good school in every district, all studied and appreciated ae 
t*^y merit, are the principal support of virtue, morality and civil liberty." 

It is our duty and privilege to aid in this great and noble work which 
^has imposed upon us. May we be strong, and quit ourselves like men — 
sowing the seeds of knowledge broadcast ; and though it be a thankless 
^\ and no immediate prospect of the harvest appears, yet, persevering in 
patience and in hope, ** receiving every man's censure, but reserving our 
i^<igment,*' may we not weary in well-doing. There is encouragement 
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in the thought that the youth of succeeding generations will honor our 
efforts. Hence, 

<< How beautiful who scatters wide and free, 

The gold-bright seeds of loved and loving truth ! 

By whose perpetual hand each day supplied, 
Leaps to new life the bounding heart of youth." 

ISRAEL WILKINSON. 
Meridian, Dec. SO, 1865. 



CAYUGA COUNTY— Second District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent Public Instruction : 

Sir — In accordance witli the requirements of your Department, I respect* 
fully submit tlie following report of the condition of schools in my district: 

The percentage of children of school age, who have attended school during 
the past year, varies but little from that of the year before, viz., about 65 
per cent, of those between five and twenty-one years of age. My opiuioB 
of the eflfect of rate-bills upon the attendance of the children, is the sain® 
as that expressed last year, and may be summed up in these words : Coi^^' 
mon schools should all be free. I am glad to record that another has b^^^ 
added to the list of free schools in this district during the past year ; and *• 
shall use my best endeavors always to encourage trustees to organize \t^^^ 
free school districts, until the law makes all our schools free. Of cour^^^ 
some men will object to paying the necessary taxes ; so they do object *'* 
paying the taxes to build school houses, and still school houses are bui*^ 
and they have to help pay for them. But I do not intend to enter into ^ 
argument in favor of free schools ; only this I will say, T shall continue 
urge the matter until it is the law, and I venture to say that few yeE^ 
will pass before this is the case. 

In regard to school houses, I am happy to state that, notwithstandi ^ 
the high prices of labor and materials, one new house has been erected 
my district during the past year — one that is an ornament to any district>^ 
costing about $1,500. 

P There are yet in use in this commissioner district some ten or twd" 
school houses thai are a disgrace to the times and the communities in wL^-^ 
they stand. If the law gave me the power, I should condemn several- 
them at once; but the proviso in the law, requiring the consent 'of '^^ 
Supervisor to such condemnation, makes it, in fact, a dead letfc^ 
Supervisors are too much in fear of losing political strenglh to give tba^ 
cpnsent to any such arrangement, where any of their friends object. ]^X<> 
of our school houses are heated with wood ; as to ventilation, few have ^^^ 
conveniences except the lowering of the windows. Many need no e^-*^' 
provision — the crevices in the walls and the loose windows affording ev^^ 
facility for the escape of impure and the ingress of pure air. 

In most cases, if we urge upon the trustees the necessity of their builcl xi 
« new school house, they bring up the price of materials, &c. The faot> 
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Ibat wlien they are convinced of the necessity, and are willing to pay their 
sbare of the expense, they wish to put the matter off, and thus escape the 
responsibility and labor of acting as building committee. 

While speaking of trustees, I will mention the fact that out of the seventy- 
five reports received by me this fall, not one was literally correct ; many 
were very far from correct, and some were a disgrace to any enlightened 
citizen in this day of boasted intelligence. Why is it so ? Many of those 
i*6ports were made out by what are termed good business men, that is, men 
who are considered capable of doing any of the ordinary business in their 
particular line in a creditable way. The trouble is here (and my object in 
speaking of it is to call the attention of educators to the fact) : Our children 
are not taught practical things enough. Teachers are required only to teach 
those things contained in the books, and patrons arc not awake to the true 
interests of their child fen when they rest satisfied with instruction in the 
subjects treated of in our common school books. I mean, of course, those 
books generally used in our common schools. If a boy is taught in school 
to exercise his thinking powers, to treat the text-books merely as guides to 
learning, and not as containing all there is to be learned ; if he is taught to 
be original, and to exercise the powers God has given him, not only in 
working out the problems prepared for him by the authors of school books» 
bat also to learn to adapt his mind to the tilings claiming his attention 
through life ; I say if he is taught in a practical mannn^ there will be 
little occasion for the complaints that now go up from every commissioner 
about the inefficiency of school trustees. 

I cfonsider trustees as a very much abused set of individuals ; and while 
my own temper, has suffered fearfully in attempting to make an abstract 
of their reports, my heartt has bled to think that even now, among our 
teachers, there are so few who fully appreciate their position, and so few 
who have any idea of training the children under their charge for the prac- 
tical duties of life, by explanations, by incitement to original thinking, and 
by the other thousand ways always at the command of the true teacher. 

There is a little book, published by A. S. Barnes & Co., that \ shall 
take the liberty of introducing to the notice of those who read this report. 
My object in doing so is not to benefit publishers or author, but only to 
bring to the notice of those interested a work needed in every common 
. school in the land. I refer to the ** Yoxmg Citizens^ Catechism,^^ by Elisha 
P. Howe, containing information comprised in no other school book I have 
seen, at least in so condensed and convenient a form. And yet the author 
pf this work is now serving as School Commissioner in an adjoining county, 
at a salary of $500, thus evincing a desire to benefit the rising generation 
to the utmost of his ability for the smallest pay received by any public 
officer for the amount of service rendered. 

The proportion of teachers who intend to follow teaching as a profession 
in my district, I should think is about one in fifty. More than five-sixths 
^ the teachers employed during the past year have been females. The 
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average wages are about the same as last year, perhaps a little i&i 
Even now teaching offers so little inducement, pecuniarily, that we do 
as a general thing, secure the best class of minds in that direction. Not 
in twenty has studied any work on the theory and practice of teaehiag ; 
over one in four has evinced a proper desire to learn by attending the Tet 
ers' Institute, or in any other way show a disposition to prepare for 
profession. Our very best teachers are derived from the pupils instruc 
in the Teachers' classes in our academies, and I think the wisdom displa 
by the Eegents in their selection of schools to instruct such classes has b* 
praiseworthy. 

I sent to the Normal School three pupils at the commencement of the I 
term, and have two or three more applicants for admission at the beginni 
of next term, if there is a chance for them. In making these appointmei 
I have endeavored to select those who had showti a special aptitude 
teaching. I have recommended one person only for a State certifica 
although I have received many applications. The one recommended 
me made do application and expected no certificate of that kind. 

But one private school has been reported to me. No parochial schoc 
or schools for colored children. In this Commissioner District color is 
bar from the schools intended for all citizens. 

In this district are four Free Union Schools : one in the village of Wee 
port (No. 8, Brutus) ; one in the village of Cayuga (No 4, Aurelius); ( 
in the village of Union Springs (No. 2, Springport) ; and one lately or 
nized in the town of Aurelius (known as District No. 6, Aurelius). T 
first three organized under the law of 1863 ; the last one under the 1 
passed by the Legislature ittay 2, 1864. 

As to district libraries I have very little to report— the less said, the I 
ter. The unusual diffusion of newspapers and cheap periodicals does a^ 
with the usefulness of district libraries, and the money appropriated 
them is very properly, I think, used for teachers' wages in most cases* 

The sentiment of the people in regard to the subject oi: one or three tr 
tees is about equally divided. I favor the one trustee system. 

The other Commissioner in the county will give you a report as to In! 
tutes, I presume. Sickness in my family hindered me from attending. 
to a detail of my labors I can say but little. I have done the best I con 
In my examination I have endeavored to instruct as well as exami 
I trust that the condition of schools in the district will speak more plai: 
than I could of the result of my labors. 

Yours truly, 

WM. a. ELLERY. 

OwASCO, Dec, 15, 1865. Com. 2d District, Cayuga Go 
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY— First District. 

Hon. V. M. KiCE, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir— The undersigned would respectfully submit the following Report: 
The Statistical and Financial Report, which I have forwarded to the 
Department, will show you the figures of this commissioucr district. I 
will try and present to the Department facts which will help you to more fully 
understand where and what the District Schools of this district arc to-day « 
Schools. — To particularize would occupy more time and space than the 
subject would warrant under my treatment. I shall therefore give you 
only the outline of our schools. The First District of Chautauqua county 
comprises 12 towns, which contain 155 school districts, in which, during 
the past year, have been taught 156 schools ; five of the schools have em- 
ployed two teachers at the same time. We have seven private schools in 
this district, with an attendance of 145 pupils. These, with the exception 
of the Westfield Academy, are all the schools that we have for the educa- 
tion of the people. 

[^ ScflooL Houses. — I have to report a great neglect in the keeping of 
our school houses in good and sufficient repair. Some are sadly neglected ; 
^ey are not kept painted as they ought to be, inside or out ; glass remains 
unset for months, and they have the general appearance of neglect and 
dilapidation; in some, a considerable portion of the ceiling is fallen. In 
this age of science and progress, for a school room to be furnished with a 
Qesk extending around the outside of the room, with hard oak boards with 
sticks stuck in for seats, is certainly 50 years behind the times. More than 
*his, poor school houses still continue to disgrace some of our districts. 
l^uildings in which some of our wealthy farmers would not stable their cattle 
ID the inclement season of winter, are used for school houses. I have con- 
demned four of these frail monuments of the ignorance and wickedness of 
*he people. For the past eight months, I have labored earnestly and as 
faithfully as I could to abate this evil, but with but little effect. Could 
you hear the ideas expressed as regards the Commissioner for comdemning 
'^School house which was reported as worth only five dollars, I think that 
you would more fully understand the governing idea in many of our schools, 
^ trust that some law may soon be enacted which will compel school dis- 
tricts to provide suitable school houses* 
. -l^BACHERs. — In speaking of the teachers, I feel a just pride ; though, as 

* ^hole, they come far short of what good teachers should be. I have no 
"68itancy in saying, and think that an examination of the facts will show, 

^^t Chautauqua county, and particularly the first district, has more good 
eachers than any other county in the Empire State. The ground has been 
^*^en by the Commissioner, that greater exertions must be njade by teachers 
thoroughly fit themselves for their positions. It is not enough that one 
^"le to answer the questions asked by the commissioner, and thus secure 

* certificate, or that he know simply what he is called upon to teach ; he 
^*^ould understand the lessons thoroughly, and be able to explain them. 
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intelligibly. A good teacher should have an extensive knowledge of tu 
nature, and common sen,He enough to trsE it so as to call forth the mc 
nowers of the child, to educate him. Instead of making his pupils be' 
that the main object is to prepare lessons to recite, he will endeav< 
create in them a thirst for knowledge, because of its intrinsic excell 
and superiority in all the affairs and business of life. 

Attendance. — The average attendance on our schools does not ex: 
fifty per cent, of the number registered. It is no uncommon occurrenc 
find, on my visits, not more than eight or ten present out of fifty numb 
in the district. It is useless to procure good teachers, and furnish 
scliools with all the necessary appliances, as long as this glaring evil ex 
if no remedy can be devised, then farewell to the efficiency of our com 
schools. I know that in our country districts it is sometimes difficul 
small children to brave the inclemency of the weather, and walk a mi 
two to school ; but I know too that they are often allowed to remai 
home for the most trivial thing, and thus gain the idea that school 
little consequence. I have done what I could to remedy this evil, b 
vice, entreaty and invective; but I am thoroughly convinced that nol 
but thQ strong arm of the law will accomplish the end required, and 
vent hundreds of our children from being thrown on our community, : 
rant and vicious. I trust that the next spring's apportionment oi 
Public School Fund will cause the scales to drop from off the eyes of i 
who are at fault as regards this matter. 

Discipline. — The hindrances which stand most prominently in the 
of further speedy improvement in our common schools are few, but al 
insurmountable, if future hope must depend upon past success. 
these hindrances, the selection of unsuitable teachers, has been allude 
another, the want of proper discipline in our schools, requires sp 
mention in this place. No one, who visits our common schools, will ( 
tion the assertion that a large majority of the teachers who fail in 
efforts to teach su cessfully, do so from a lack of ability to institute 
preserve order ; and no one of any experience or reflection believes tb 
teacher can teach successfully without that faculty. Sometimes the : 
is almost wholly with the teacher, but usually the parents are equallj 
sponsible ; they are too apt to interfere, and thwart the faithful endeavo 
the instructors to maintain a healthy discipline ; they do not like the ft 
adopted by the teacher of enforcing obedience to the rules ; their chil 
should not be corrected in (his or (hat way, or at all ; and not unfrcque 
they remove them from the school, thus encouraging disobedience, inju 
the school much and their own children more, and discouraging all efl 
to make the school room a place of quiet systematic labor. Your ( 
missioner would earnestly expostulate with any parents who may be incl 
thus to interfere with the management of our schools. 

Interest. — In order to make our common schools what they ougl 
be, and what they were designed to be, the whole influence of the 
munity must be exerted in their favor. Men of position, influence 
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^ealtl, most give their influence and support to the common schools. This 
noble institution needs the influence and support of all classes. Men of 
Btanding and wealth can not in anyway do more to bless the world, than by 
making the free institutions of our State and Nation perpetual and more 
extensive in their influence, and by strengthening and extending the foun- 
dations upon which they rest. If men would do good to their country and 
the world, let them give their hearty influence and support to the district 
Bchools; they will thus embalm their memory in the hearts of a gfateful 
people. 

Institute.— The Teachers' Institute for the county of Chautauqua was 
held at Fredonia, commencing October 2, and closing October 13. Com- 
missioner McNauqhton will report as regards the session at length. I 
will only say that in point of numbers, regularity of attendance, order and 
disciplJDe, it was the best Institute ever held iu Chautauqua county. 

A.S80CIATION. — The Teachers* Association is doing a great and good 
work in this county. At the annual session held at Sinclairville the last 
week in June, something over 250 teachers were present during the day 
sessions. Essays and reports were presented, which were foJlowcd by dis- 
CQBsions in which the teachers manifested a desire to learn^ and to let none 
of the golden moments pass unimproved. The lectures at the evening 
Bessions were very interesting, and were well received by all. The semi- 
Annual session, which is to be held at Brockton the last of December, bids 
fair to be equal to any session we have ever held. 

Commissioner. — I received the appointment of Commissioner the second 
day of March last; vacancy caused by the resignation of Charles Hath- 
away. Since that time, I have examined 378 teachers ; of this number, 
I have grahted to 7 certificates of the first grade ; to 64, certificates of the 
second grade; to 181, of the third grade ; the number of those who failed to 
receive certificates is 126. After holding classes in every town in my dis- 
trict, and advertising in all the county papers, I have had over forty 
teachers come to my house for a private examination. In the half of the 
school year that I served, I visited 138 schools ; the rest of the time I 
spent in distributing reports, circulars and affidavits. Out of the 160 re- 
ports that I have received, not over ten were correct, and at least one-half 
^^re in such shape that I had to return them, and some of them two or three 
times; the trustee of one district made his affidavit out four diflFcrent times. 
Trusting that with a whole school year before me, I may be able to make 
^y next report show more labor done among the schools than I have been 
*l>le to do in the time that 1 have acted as commissioner the past year, and 
<iemanding that I have the assistance of all friends of education that I may 
"^ able to make this district what all districts should be, the place where 
^^^^ can find one hundred and fifty-eight model schools. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

PHIN. M. MILLER, 
' School Commissioner, 1st Dist.^ Chautauqua Co. 



/ 
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY— Second Distmct. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, SuperirUendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — The undersigned, School Commissioner for the Second ^^ 
trict in Chautauqua county, respectfully submits the following report: 

During the past four years of war for the suppression of the Rebell*®^' 
public attention has been diverted from the schools. The return of peace 
brings, a renewed interest in education. There never has been a t^^^ 
within my remembrance when there was so great an inquiry for ^oo^ 
teachers, or when teachers were so well paid as at the present tii^ft®* 
Although the scarcity of labor may have helped to produce this result, y^^ 
the chief cause is the increased interest of the people in the comixi^^ 
schools* It is generally felt that for four years the schools have b^^^ 
neglected, and that now they demand double care. There are still a fo^ 
trustees who desire an unqualified teacher licensed for their '* small bxol^' 
ward school," not thinking that poor teacners will always keep theirs * 
small backward school. 

The failure of some of the trustees to report the aggregate attendance ^^ 
children at school, makes it appear in my Abstract less than it was Ism-st 
year, when there is no material change; it being nearly 73 per cent, of ^^^ 
children of school age. For the same reason, the average daily attenda.n. <3e 
appears less than it is; being about 46 per cent, of the vHiole number" ^^ 
pupils in attendance, and nearly 34 per cent, of the whole number o^ 
children of school age in this commissioner district. 

Only 4 school houses have been built in this commissioner district durixig 
the past year, one of which deserves especial mention. It is in District ^^^o. 
8 in Sheridan, and is a model in architecture and arrangement. The Uni^<^° 
Free School building in Jamestown will be completed early next spriiig) 
costing for house and grounds upwards of S20,000. The Union F^^*® 
School building in Forestville, will be ready for next summer's school. 1* 

will cost $8,000. I am satisfied the coming year will show greater f^^O" 
gross; but assuming this to be a fair representative, during the succeecixxg 
ten years, all of the poor, old, ill-ventilated and badly seated school hovt^^ 
will disappear. 

Among the teachers employed in this district, the ratio of males to feffx^'-*®® 
is about 1 to 7 : male teachers receiving for wa";es from $1.26 to $2--^" 
per day in the rural districts, and from $400 to $1,000 per year in the '^^"" 
lagei. Females receive from $4 to $10 per week, and board. I am sO^^^J 
to report that nine-tenths of the schools of this district have had a 'CB- *^ 
teacher at the beginning of each term. Most of the teachers evince a cC^^^' 
mendable zeal in making especial preparation for the duties of their calli^*^^* 
by attending Institutes, Teachers' Classes and Associations. 

There have been employed three Normal school graduates in thisdistri^-'^' 
their services seem to be appreciat;pd. Also thirteen teachers holding S*>^* 
certificates have been employed : these, and thirty-seven holding fi-^' 
grade commissioner's certificates, seem to succeed equally well. I \x^^^^ 
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ted no first grade certificates, except to zealous teachers who have 
rience, as well as the qualifications of moral character, learning and 
ty, and with whose success I am acquainted ; and no second grade 
ficates to inexperienced teachers. I find that the plan of marking the 
e of scholarship in each hranch examined in, on the face of the certi- 
e, works well. 

be want of uniform text-hooks gives great inconvenience to teachers 
pupils. This evil is the result of the introduction by anthers of a 
t number of books in a series which should contain but one or two at 
:> ; of a frequent revision of every series of books, without any material 
*ovement ; and of the use of the books of different authors. I can see 
vay to remedy this evil under the present law, as those upon whom the 
^ is placed by law are unwilling to assume the responsibility of cor- 
ion. If we can not have uniform text*books in the whole State, we 
siinly can in each commissioner district, if permitted to do so ; for I 
»ure that every school commissioner would choose the least evil. These, 
mmendations will not wholly effect the necessary correction, 
he school district libraries are greatly neglected. Many persons who 

the most interest in them have read all the books suited to their age 
aste, and find no new books, because the trustees have used the library 
ey for teachers' wages. In a great many districts, the books are 
tered and lost ; in others, the libraries have not been taken possession 
►y librarians for years, but are safely or unsafely stored in some out-of- 
way place : in most of the districts, however, they are well taken cai'e 
)at not well read. 

am now urging the consolidation of the libraries, according to the 
visions of the -School Act of 1864. Such a consolidation will bring a bet- 
'ollection of books within the reach of every inhabitant of each district : 
e books will be drawn and read. If the library is located near the 
-office, or at the center of trade for a town or smaller section, the books 
be procured as easily as under the present arrangement. The money 
be expended more advantageously also. I hope, by such consolidation » 
revent the use of the library money for teachers' wages, and to have 
libraries replenished and restored in some degree to their former 
ilness ; for I consider the reading of standard works of science and 
»ry much more profitable than the reading of the sensation stories and 
>nces of newspapers and cheap magazines. 

le three Academies in this district seem to be well conducted. The 
ber of scholars in attendance is about 40 per cent, greater this year 

last. The teachers' classes taught at these institutions are as well 
ht as heretofore. I do not find that the members of these classes pass 
^r examinations than applicants for license to teach, talent and age 
g the same, who have pursued their studies in the common schools. I 
k the money expended for these classes would benefit teachers more if 
rate schools were established, as near like the State Normal School aa 
means and circumstances would permit. 
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY— Second District. 

Hon. V. M. KiOE, Superiritendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — The undersigned, School Commissioner for the Second I^^ 
trict in Chautauqua county, respectfully submits the following report: 

During the past four years of war for the suppression of the Rebelli^^i 
public attention has been diverted from the schools. The return of peace 
brings, a renewed interest in education. There never has been a t>ii»6 
within my remembrance when there was so great an inquiry for ^o4i^ 
teachers, or when teachers were so well paid as at the present tiixie. 
Although the scarcity of labor may have helped to produce this result, yet 
the chief cause is the increased interest of the people in the comrrkcn 
schools* It is generally felt that for four years the schools have l>0€n 
neglected, and that now they demand double care. There are still a £<ew 
trustees who desire an unqualified teacher licensed for their '* small bacji- 
ward school," not thinking that poor teacners will always keep theirs a 
small backward schooL 

The failure of some of the trustees to report the aggregate attendance of 
children at school, makes it appear in my Abstract less than it was last 
year, when there is no material change; it being nearly 73 per cent, of all 
children of school age. For the same reason, the average daily attendance 
appears less than it is; being about 46 per cent, of the vHiole number of 
pupils in attendance, and nearly 34 per cent, of the whole number of 
children of school age in this commissioner district. 

Only 4 school houses have been built in this commissioner district during 
the past year, one of which deserves especial mention. It is in District No. 
8 in Sheridan, and is a model in architecture and arrangement. The Union 
Free School building in Jamestown will be completed early next spring, 
costing for house and grounds upwards of S20,000. The Union Free 
School building in Forestville, will be ready for next summer's school. I* 
will cost $8,000. I am satisfied the coming year will show greater pro- 
gress; but assuming this to be a fair representative, during the succeeding 
ten years, all of the poor, old, ill-ventilated and badly seated school houses 
will disappear. 

Among the teachers employed in this district, the ratio of males to females 
is about 1 to 7 : male teachers receiving for wages from $1.25 to $2-50 
per day in the rural districts, and from $400 to $1,000 per year in the 'Vil- 
lage!. Females receive from $4 to $10 per week, and board. I am sorry 
to report that nine-tenths of the schools of this district have had a i*®^ 
teacher at the beginning of each term. Most of the teachers evince a com- 
mendable zeal in making especial preparation for the duties of their calli^S» 
by attending Institutes, Teachers' Classes and Associations. 

There have been employed three Normal school graduates in this distric*' • 
their services seem to be appreciat;pd. Also thirteen teachers holding Stat® 
certificates have been employed : these, and thirty-seven holding ^^ 
grade commissioner's certificates, seem to succeed equally well. I b»^® 
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Died no first grade certificates, except to zealous teachers who have 
crience, as well as the qualifications of moral character, learning and 
[ ity, and with whose success I am acquainted ; and no second grade 
t. ificates to inexperienced teachers. I find that the plan of marking the 
de of scholarship in each branch examined in, on the face of the certi- 
te, works well. 

?he want of uniform text-books gives great inconvenience to teachers 
pupils. This evil is the result of the introduction by authors of a 
at number of books in a series which should contain but one or two at 
3t ; of a frequent revision of every series of books, without any material 
>rovement ; and of the use of the books of different authors. I can see 
way to remedy this evil under the present law, as those upon whom the 
y is placed by law are unwilling to assume the responsibility of cor- 
tion. If we can not have uniform text*books in the whole State, we 
tainly can in each commissioner district, if permitted to do so ; for I 
sure that every school commissioner would choose the least evil. These, 
ommendations will not wholly effect the necessary correction. 
Che school district libraries are greatly neglected. Many persons who 
G the most interest in them have read all the books suited to their age 
taste, and find no new books, because the trustees have used the library 
Dey for teachers' wages. In a great many districts, the books are 
ttered and lost ; in others, the libraries have not been taken possession 
by librarians for years, but are safely or unsafely stored in some out-of- 
-way place : in most of the districts, however, they are well taken caire 
but not well read. 

C am now urging the consolidation of the libraries, according to the 
»visions of the -School Act of 1864. Such a consolidation will bring a bet- 
collection of books within the reach of every inhabitant of each district : 
re books will be drawn and read. If the library is located near the 
it-office, or at the center of trade for a town or smaller section, the books 
I be procured as easily as under the present arrangement. The money 
^ be expended more advantageously also. I hope, by such consolidation^ 
prevent the use of the library money for teachers' wages, and to have 
• libraries replenished and restored in some degree to their former 
'fulness ; for I consider the reading of standard works of science and 
tory much more profitable than the reading of the sensation stories and 
iftnces of newspapers and cheap magazines. 

^he three Academies in this district seem to be well conducted. The 
^ber of scholars in attendance is about 40 per cent, greater this year 
^ last. Tbe teachers' classes taught at these institutions are as well 
§ht as heretofore. I do not find that the members of these classes pass 
'^r examinations than applicants for license to teach, talent and age 
^g the same, who have pursued their studies in the common schools. I 
'k the money expended for these classes would benefit teachers more if 
^rate schools were established, as near like the State Normal School aa 
^eans and circumstances would permit. 
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The three Union Free Schools in this district are all in successful opera- 
tion. No district, after having become acquainted with the workings of tYi« 
graded free schools, can be induced to give it up. The number of pupils 
attending the Jamestown School was as large as the buildings would accoxn- 
modate, and will be much greater when the new house is finished. 

My colleague of the first district will speak of the Teachers' Association. 

The annual session of the Teachers' Institute for the county was hell at 
Fredonia, beginning on October' 2, and continuing eleven days. Nea-rly 
five hundred teachers were present. The order maintained was excellexit. 
During the exercises all whispering was laid aside, and the teachers g^^' 
erally seemed anxious to profit as much as possible by the instructions. 
Our instructors were Prof. J. H. French, LL. D., of the State Noroaal 
School ; A. Wedge, Principal of the Fredonia Union School ; N. B. Ba.b- 
KER, Principal of Ward School No. 7, in Buff'alo ; and during part of tie 
last week Dr. T. S. Lambert, of Peekskill, who, by their courteous ma-ti- 
ners and varied accomplishments, won the esteem of all, and were invi**^ 
by the teachers to be present at the next session of the Institute. Tie 
instruction embraced the most important parts of the branches usually 
taught in the common schools, and the best methods of teaching them; a-lso 
school government, together with map drawing, civil government and pi* J* 
siolbgy, to be introduced in the schools as a general exercise, to give varloty 
and add interest to the daily recitations. The lectures were able produc- 
tions, and of especial interest to the teachers. The lectures and subje<3ts 
were as follows: Rev. H. M. Jones — Palestine, its Productions and Peo- 
ple ; Dr. J. H. French— State of New York; Methods of Study; 0. AV. 
Johnson, Esq., — Common Schools of Chautauqua; Rev. T. A. Rous:e: — 
The Teaching of Genesis; Prof. A. Bradish — The Fine Arts; Prof. 
A. Wedge — Natural History. It is generally conceded that the session of 
the past year was the most profitable ever held in this county. 

My official duties demand my whole time. There are 148 schools in mj 
district, and I have made as many visitations. I have held twenty pablic 
examinations, and examined 276 applicants for certificates. Besides per- 
forming the other labors imposed upon me by law, I have endeavored to 
awaken greater interest in the common school, to elevate the standard of 
teachers' qualifications, to persuade districts to build suitable school houses, 
and to incite the children to greater exertions in their studies. I hope I 
have succeeded in some small degree. 

Very respectfully yours, 

JAMES McNAUGHTON, 

Gerry, January 1, 1866. School Commissioner. 
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cilEMUNG COUNTY. 

►ri. V. M. Rice, SaperinlendetU of PMic Instruction: 

Sir— The following Report, in relation to educational affairs within my 
'isdiction, is respectfully suhniitted : 

Xiie number of children of school age resiiling in the county is 10,627, of 
lOiB 7,873 have attended school during the past year. The average daily 
tendance was 3,534. The few school houses which have been built during 
le year are creditable structures, roomy and well appointed. Very little 
loncy has been expended for furniture and apparatus. 

All the school houses arc furnished with blackboards, and many of them 
lave, within quite a recent period, been supplied with maps, globes and 
)ooks of reference. But the almost total want of care bestowed on these 
articles has led to their early destruction, so that at the present time they 
are found in but a small proportion of the schools. 

District libraries are very generally neglected, although in some districts 
the libraries are well taken care of, and the library money, from year to 
year, judiciously expended. A large majority of the districts appropriate 
their library money to the payment of the teachers' wages, and suffer their 
old library books to be scattered and lost. 

Of 276 teachers employed in the county the past year, 245 were females. 
Many of our male teachers, who have been serving in the army during the 
war, have this winter resumed their old profession, which will enable us to 
report a much greater number of male teachers next year than for several 
years past. 

Our last Teachers' Institute was held in October, and was conducted by 
w. J. W. Armstrong, of Watertown, whose profouud learning and ripe 
experience as a teacher rendered his services in the Institute invaluable, 
"e Was ably assisted during a part of the time by Prof. F. A. Allen, of 
'he Pennsylvania State Normal School, at Mansfield, and by two of our 
resident teachers, graduates of the State Normal School. The Institute 
'^as mpre largely attended this year than last, and was, I think, not less 
potent for good than any previously held in the county. 

It affords me great pleasure to report that the one trustee system is quite 
rapidly growing into popular favor. 

One Union Free School has been organized within my jurisdiction during 
the year, and is in successful operation, more than realizing the expecta- 
tions of those most active in its organization. The attendance has increased 
lully fifty per cent., and the interests of the school already demand addi- 
tional buildings and teachers, which I am happy to state will shortly be 
pi^ovided. The increased attendance at this school since it was made free 
^Ottiolishes the theory that rate-bills do not deter parents from sending their 
cliildren to school. Eespectfully, 

ISAAC S. MARSHALL. 
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CHENANGO COUNTY— First District. 

Office of School Commissioner, 
First District of Chenango Cocwt-s 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir — The undersigned, School Commissioner of the First District 

Chenango County, would most respectfully submit the following b 

Report for the year ending September 30, 1865 : 

The whole number of school districts is 152 

The number of teachers employed at the same time is . . 159 

The whole number of children of school age is 6,436 

The whole number attending school is 5,492 

The whole number of days' schooling given 376,539 

The whole number of days' schooling given to each scho- 
lar averages 68| d£t. 

The whole number of teachers employed during the year 

was 315 

Of these there were — ladies , 258 

and gentlemen 57 

The number of schools havirfg just 28 weeks school. ... 77 

The number of schools having less than 28 weeks school, 11 
The schools have been in session on an average each 28 weeks and 3 da^^ 

Rate-Bills — As the people become better acquainted with the N^< 
School Law, especially that provision which relates to the apportioDi 
of one-third of the public funds on the average attendance at echo 
there is a growing desire to employ good teachers with a view to 
creasing the attendance; thus rendering them more reconciled to a nec 
sary rate-bill, if thereby they may secure a larger share in the put 
funds. 

School Houses. — ^Tue school houses of my District present every sb 
of quality from very good to very had, or utterly worthless. 

There is no school room in this district, from private schools 
academies up to public schools, that has in use the most approved 
of seats and desks, or of ventilation. 

The following table will show the relative standings of the i 
houses in the several towns : 

TowBS. Creditable. Indifferent. Bisere 

Columbus 

Liucklaen • 

New Berlin 

North Norwich 

Norwich 

Otselic 

Pharsalia 

Pitcher 

Plymouth 

Sherburne 

Smyrna 

Total 44 52 
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^liis is truly a sad pictare ; bat I have the privilege of saying that 
K^stny of these discreditable houses are soon to be repaired, so that I 
iav<5 reason to hope that most of them will another year be reported 
5r€>ditable. 

For the porpose of inducing the people to build or repair, and to secnre 
prompt and harmonious action, I have in several instances attended their 
school meetings. In all cases, I have been able to see good res|flts from 
my presence; and in some three instances where they had met in several 
Bpecial meetings for the same purpose, and could not come to any amica- 
ble adjustment, I was permitted to bring about harmony and prompt 
action. But there is one point on which it seems there should be special 
instructions to trustees and building committees, in order to render 
eminently successful our already excellent law in regard to improving 
onr school houses. This has been suggested to me by observation, both 
before and since entering upon the duties of school commissioner. 

The best carpenters and joiners are very deficient in a knowledge of 
the best style of finishing up and seating a school room. Although the 
workmen are sometimes glad to be directed in regard to the seats, desks, 
blackboards, ventilation, &c., yet there are others who would prefer in- 
I structions to come to them from higher authority. Therefore permit me 
to suggest, most respectfully, that a paper giving the most approved 
Btyle of seating a school room and arranging means of ventilation, &c.; 
in every instance giving the figures indicating the length, breadth and 
proportion of each part, be sent to school commissioners, so that they 
Diay furnish every district needing such information with a copy. 

Academies. — There are two academies in this district, one at New 
Berlin and the other at Norwich : both are doing well. The former, 
nnder the very efficient direction of its principal. Prof. E. R. Warriner, 
"^ just arisen to new life; and with extensive repairs upon its building 
and grounds, and large additions to its library and apparatus, it bids 
w to take rank among the most efficient academies of our State. 

^e Teachers' Glass in the Norwich Academy has had much special 
attention during the last term ; and were it not that a large portion of 
*be class were quite young and inexperienced, the schools of this district 
^oold feel largely, during the coming winter, the genial influence of that 
thoroughly practical, intellectual and moral training to which they have 
^^n subjected. 

Trustees. — The one-trustee system is gaining ground steadily, so that 

fiow about three-fourths of the districts have but one trustee. In my 

**^8trict, the trustees are commendably zealous to do their work weU 

(when we consider that they are not paid for their services), with but 

®w exceptions. There are, however, but few trustees or patrons who 

^el the importance of visiting their schools, and judging for themselves 

the success and efficiency of their teachers. 

^^'PiciAL Duties. — ^During the year, I have made 158 inspections of 
Ussem. No. 90.] 9 
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schools, which I notice is just one less than the number of teachers cm- 
ployed at the same time ; but as some districts have been visited twice, 
I have not visited several of the schools during the year. This is owing 
to two causes : 1st, Sickness in my family, and finally my own illness, 
which commenced about the middle of December, 1864, lasted seveu 
weeks, and very materially interfered with my visiting schools last win- 
ter ; 2d. During the last summer's visits, I carried on the double work 
of inspecting schools and rebounding school districts ; the latter would 
occasionally interfere with the former, so that the number of my summer 
inspections was not what it might have been under other circumstances. 
I have rewritten the boundaries of 105 of my school districts ; and as 
soon as time will permit, I intend to make each a subject of a special 
order, to be recorded properly in the appropriate town clerk's office. 

In conclusion, allow me to say that I am well pleased with the Nevi 
School LaWf and think I can already see good results attending its ad- 
ministration. Although nearly all the Trustees found more or less diffi- 
culty in making their reports to me, yet with the experience of the past 
on the part of school officers, with that aid that teachers should render 
in computing the average attendance, &c., I am expecting that they will 
be able to perform those duties much more acceptably next fall. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

B. BISBEE, 
E. Pharsalia, Dec, 1, 1865. School Commissioner. 



CHENANGO COUNTY— Second District. 

CdVEXTRYVILLE, N. Y., Dcc. 13, 1865. 
Hon. V. M. KiCE. Superintendent bf Public Instruction : 

Dear Sir — I take pleasure in submitting this my first special report : 
Having taken upon myself the responsibility of a teacher at the age 
of eighteen, and having acted in that capacity most of the time during 
the eight years that have followed, I have learned to look upon the 
youth with the greatest interest, and to regard the workings of ^^J 
common school system with no little anxiety. This interest and this 
anxiety, I trust, have prompted me to act faithfully in performing t"? 
official duties, although I regret that I can not bring more wisdom »^^ 
experience to my aid. 

I have been laboring to elevate the standard of qualifications ^ 
teachers, and have succeeded to an extent quite satisfactory ■'^ 
myself, and very acceptable to the friends of education in this locality* 
In my class examinations, I have withheld a license from one-half, ai*^ 
even three-fourths, of a class of applicants ; and have thus select^ 
from a large number who would be teachers, those whom I consider^ 
best qualified to occupy these important positions. Hence, many expt?^^' 
cnced teachers have been recalled into the field, who have formerly h^^ 
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lied therefrom by the superabundance of "cheaper" (7) teachers ; and 

y there stand before the youth of this district, as teachers, those 

le qualifications well entitle them to the position. 

* the 283 teachers that have been employed the past year in our 

ols, 12 are males and 211 are females. One of these teachers is a 

uate of the Normal School ; five have been licensed by the State 

irintendent, and tlie remainder by local officers. 

sntlemen are receiving from $5 to $10 per week, and board ; while 

}s receive from $2 to $5 per week, and board. There are, compara- 

y, few who make teaching a profession. 

this District there are 136 school districts and only 135 school 
ics ; one district having two, and two districts having none. These 
les are all frame buildings, with but three exceptions ; two being 
e, and one log. The last is reported by the trustee as being ** a 
race to the district : so says the commissioner.'' 
Lave condemned one house ; and others would have met a like fate, 

not the inhabitants of the district plead " hard times and heavy 
8,'' with so much eloquence and grace. Eight or ten of these build- 
are but poor apologies for school houses ; and I hope, that before 
her school year shall close, they may be superseded by buildings con- 
cnt and comfortable. 

have been solicited to petition your Honor to favor district No. 3, 
1 of Preston, by allowing them to participaite in the apportionment 

public money ;" but have positively declined doing so, till they 
I have provided a suitable place for holding their school, that I may 
i some reason to expect that the object in favoring them will not be 
lly defeated, 
lere were 143 schools %nder my jurisdiction during the past year, 

of which were taught less than twenty-eight weeks. In these 
>ol8 the following text-books are in use, viz : Robinson's, Thom- 
8 and Adams' Arithmetic ; Brown's and Clark's Grammars ; Mon- 
1 and McNally's and Colton and Fitch's Geographies ; Sanders' 
Hers and Readers ; and Robinson's Algebras, 
here is not that uniformity of books, that is so much to be desired, 

80 essential to the welfare of our common schools. Could not the 
^ Superintendent, by the aid of the School Commissioners, secure a 
plete uniformity of text-books in all the schools of our State 7 I am 
' the Commissioners would ask " no reward, or promise of reward," 
their labors in securing this desideratum. 

think the attendance at school is affected, to some extent, by rate- 
* ; although the want of interest, on the part of parents, in the wel- 
■ of their children, serves to make the attendance much less than it 
lid be, were the benefits of even " a good common school education" 
f appreciated. 

here are no Uni*on Free Schools in this district, and no schools for 
^red children, as that class enjoy the benefits of our common district 
ools. 
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There is one Academy in this district, located at Oxford, under the 
principalship of Prof. D. G. Barber. This institution has been designa- 
ted, by the Regents of the University to instruct common school teach- 
ers, and a most wise and judicious selection it has proved. There ifit 
probably, no institution of the kind in the State, in which teachers 
receive a more practical and thorough training for their work, than i& 
this academy. 

But little attention is paid to the libraries in this district, as most 
families provide themselves with books, periodicals and newspapers- 
There are, however, a few districts in which I find a good collection of 
books, which are duly prized and extensively read. 

Our Institute was held at Norwich, in the first district ; remained 1b 
session two weeks, and was attended by 150 teachers. As I have xio 
report of the proceedings at present, I cannot give you a full account of 
the same. I presume Commissioner Bisbee will supply the deficiency. 
I will simply say, that aside from our having to dismiss one of tli&e 
professors, the session was very pleasant and profitable. We regretted, 
very much, that Prof. Townsend, of Rochester, and Prof. Knapp, ol 
Homer, could not remain with us during the entire session ; but witl 
the aid of Profs. Ward and Burling amb of Norwich Academy, we w^r< 
enabled to keep up a lively interest till the close of the session. 
Bespectfully submitted, 

HENRY G. GREEN, School Commismner-^ 



CLINTON COUNTY— FmsT District. 

To Hon V. M. feicE, Superiniendent of Publm Instruction : 

Dear Sir — ^In accordance with the requirements of the Departnio»*j 
the following Report is respectfully submitted: 

Commissioner District. — This district has seven towns, viz : Plattfl* 
burgh, Peru, Ausable, Black Brook, Saranac, Dannemora and Schuyl^^ 
Falls. It is about 30 miles long, and 16 wide. It contains 19,524i 
acres of improved, and 217,036 acres of unimproved land. Its val^*" 
tion, real and personal, is $3,293,605. Its school tax for 1864 W^^ 
♦2,992. Its population, at the State census of 1865, was 21,424. It h^ 
at present 93 school districts, and 9,269 children of school age. As i^ 
unimproved lands become occupied and its mineral wealth more fo'v 
developed, its population must greatly increase, and new schools mtt** 
arise to bless the children of those who fell our forests, subdue our BOih 
mine our ore, and work our forges and nail factories. It needs sti"> 
therefore, the fostering hand of the State, and the care of earnest m*?^ 
whose heads and hearts are interested in opening those springs of knotr- 
ledge at the earliest practicable date. 

Common Schools. — There are 103 of these in this district; 10 mo^^ 
than there are school districts. The whole number of children attei*^' 
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in^ them is 6,274, which is 2,995 less than the whole number of children 
of fichool age. Their average daily attendance is 2,333.780. Their 
whole number of days' attendance is 374,784. In them, 199 different 
teachers have been employed. The whole number of weeks of school ' 
is 3,t08 3-5ths. Five of the districts have two schools, each in separate 
apartments of the same building; one has two schools, four miles apart; 
and one has five schools, one of which is in a separate building on the 
same common with the center school, and three of which are respectively 
distant about four, seven, and ten miles. These last three are in the 
vicinity, of coal-kilns, "^here the population is fluctuating, and would 
therefore be unable to maintain separate district organizations. By the 
wise provision of the law which admits a plurality of schools in the 
same district, and allows each school of 28 weeks, held at the same 
time, a district quota of the public money, children who would other- 
wise be deprived of educational advantages are reached. Great credit 
is dae to the trustees for their interest in the education of those so 
remote; and especially to Mr. John Rogers, who has an eye to the wel- 
fare of those in his employ, and acts on the principle that intelligence 
prevents crime and adds to the productiveness of labor, and who there- 
fore by his counsel and aid encourages the full use of this provision of 
the law. 

Some schools are far below what they should be; yet each is doing a 
w-ork which neither the individual scholar, nor the parents and guardians 
nor society or the State, can afford to lose. Most are doing well. A 
f^S'W are rising to a condition, which shows what our common schools may 
^o for the education of the masses, when under the management of 
efficient trustees and the tuition of competent, devoted, and zealous 
iiiBtractors. Of this class is the school of District No. 1, Plattsburgh. 
It lag had the same teachers for several consecutive years, and ha» 
^Ben in their hands from an ordinary to an extraordinary common school. 
L«t8t winter it frequently had over one hundred and fifty in daily attcnd- 
^^ce; yet so thorough is its organization and classification, that more 
time is given to each scholar than is ordinarily given in a school of 80 
^1^ 40, and its exercises are conducted without the least confusion. The 
^8t proficiency, therefore, appeared in all its inspections. At its anni- 
^rsary, it held an examination of two days in the higher department 
'^hich was well sustained and highly creditable to teacher and pupils, 
''inding their rooms too strait for their accommodation, the District made 
^ue application to the Commissioner for consent to raise a sum not ex- 
^^ing $1,600, to secure an additional apartment. Knowing the great 
^ant of the district, and believing the best interests of education de- 
manded it, this consent was cheerfully given. The work, begun in 
^^gnst, is completed, and a third department is now duly organized 
^<ier the management of Mr. W. H. Phillips as Principal. The school 
w now graded, and in successful operation. On informing the trustees 
^f tke proTision of the school law for Union Free Schools^ I was assured 
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that the district would be organized according to said provisioDB at tl] 
earliest practicable time. 

School Houses. — In this district there are 98, five of which have doub 
apartments. Their estimated value, as reported by trustees, varies fro 
$75 to $430; their average value is $319.11. A few of them a 
good substantial edifices and well arranged, and are an honor to tbc 
respective districts; a little less than one-half are passable; about oi 
third are poor; and about one-sixth are miserable shanties, hardly betl 
than the quarters a husbandman provides for his flocks. 

Text-books. — A variety of these are in use ; but an effort, accordi 
to the recommendation of the Commissioners last year, is being made 
establish a uniformity of Readers and Arithmetics ; Sanders' Read< 
and Robinson's Arithmetics are the favored series. As to Gramms 
and Geographies, no one series has the preference. In a few schoo 
higher branches are taught, and their text-books vary. 

Apparatus. — Except blackboards, some of which are quite small, a f 
old maps and charts, and eight or ten globes, we have no apparatus 
this district. 

Libraries. — Libraries are evidently falling into disuse and disestee 
The books are little read and poorly cared for. Their whole number, 
reported by trustees, is 75; hence 18 districts are without. Of distric 
which have libraries, 26 are without cases. The lowest number 
volumes reported is five, and the highest 660. Their value is estimate 
at from $300 to $350. The aggregate value of all the libraries in th 
district is $6,323. Their lowest value per volume, according to tl 
estimate given, is 12J cents; their highest is 90 cents; their average 
45 cents and seven mills. lissome of the libraries there are very vala 
ble works; books far above the comprehension of ordinary pupils, b 
important as books of reference for the teacher, and, so used, they mf 
contribute to the advantage of the school. 

Union Free Schools. — As yet we have none in full operation. Di 
tricts No. 1 and 17 Peru, have formally organized according to the pr 
visions of Title IX of the late School Act, but are holding schools 
their old school-houses this winter. In the spring, they intend to ere 
suitable buildings. Two other districts, whose inhabitants can most 
be accommodated by union with them, are expected to join in thisente 
prise. Two other Union Schools are contemplated in other town 
When one is in successful operation, it is believed others will be forme 
Believing this the best means of making our common school provisioi 
most available, I have given considerable attention to the subject, ar 
find the interest awakened is favorable. Those who act on the pri 
ciple of '* the greatest good to the greatest number," are giving tl 
subject careful consideration. 

Private Schools. — Only 6 of these have been reported : there ar 
however, more or less of them in every town. Their existence is dout 
less a disadvantage to common schools ; but how to avoid them is 
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difficult question. To supersede them, may be easier. This can be 
done, to a great extent, by making our common schools more nearly 
what tbey should be in refinement and intellectual culture. To aid in 
this, the system of Union Free Schools comes to our relief ; and when 
they come into use, the evil complained of will mostly disappear. 

Academies. — The reare two within the bounds of this district : Eeese- 
yille Academy and Plattsburgh Academy. Keeseville Academy, loca- 
ted on the Ausable river and the southern border of the district, is set 
by the Regents to Essex county. Plattsburgh Academy is situated in 
Plattsburgh village. It was incorporated by the Legislature, April 12, 
1828. It has existed, therefore, 36 years, and has been a great blessing 
to the village and community. Its buildings, though old, are central, 
yet sufficiently retired. Its apartments are well arranged and commo- 
dious. It was closed nearly all of last year, and, during the time, it was 
repaired at atl expense of about 500 dollars.' It has a library and appara- 
tus valued at about 400 dollars. Its income, under the management of 
its late Principal E. A. Nichols, was about 2,300 dollars. After many 
efforts and one trial, the Trustees have secured a thorough and efficient 
Principal, Mr. E. A. Adams. Under his excellent management, it is 
rising to efficiency and pupularity. At present it has four teachers, one 
male and three females. Its pupils number 150, about one half of whom 
&re pursuing the higher English and Classics. 

lEACHERs' Institdtk. — The Institute of this county opened on the sec- 
ond day of October last, in the Court-house at Plattsburgh. The atteur 
dance was not quite so large as last year ; yet there were more persons 
present, independent of the teachers' class formed at Champlain last year. 
No class being formed here this year on account of delay in opening the 
Academy, the Institute sufrere<^a disadvantage from this cause. The 
^ifh price of board also operated unfavorably. When the commissioner 
^ent to look after this matter, he found every boarding-house full, and 
private families mostly excused themselves from opening their doors ; 
while only one public house would accept any less than five dollars per 
week. Every effort was made by the Commissioners to secure a full 
Attendance, and to make the occasion pleasant and profitable to the 
teachers. That the attendance was not larger and more regular, they 
feel was no fault of theirs. 

^ Institute was taught during the first week by the Commissioners, 
Aided by W. H. Phillips and Mr. C. H. Farnsworth, Professor of the 
^ew Commercial College at Plattsburgh. Mr. Smith, of the First Dis- 
^^t, took charge of the exercises in reading and grammar ; and Mr. 
^RBiif^ of the Second District, conducted those in practical arithmetic 
and geography. Mr. Phillips presented the subject of organizing and 
^'asaifying schools, and the manner of opening and closing them, so as 
^ Secure a gentlemanly and lady-like ingress and egress — a part of dis- 
^'PUne and refinement most sadly neglected or ignored in our common 
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that the district would be organized according to said provisions at tl 
earliest practicable time. 

School Houses. — In this district there are 98, five of which have doub 
apartments. Their estimated value, as reported by trustees, varies fro 
$75 to $430; their average value is $319.71. A few of them a 
good substantial edifices and well arranged, and are an honor to the 
respective districts; a little less than one-half are passable; about on 
third are poor; and about one-sixth are miserable shanties, hardly bett 
than the quarters a husbandman provides for his flocks. 

Text-books. — A variety of these are in use ; but an effort, accordii 
to the recommendation of the Commissioners last year, is being made 
establish a uniformity of Readers and Arithmetics ; Sanders' Reade 
and Robinson's Arithmetics are the favored series. As to Grammj 
and Geographies, no one series has the preference. In a few schoo 
higher branches are taught, and their text-books vary. 

Apparatus. — Except blackboards, some of which are quite small, a f< 
old maps and charts, and eight or ten globes, we have no apparatus 
this district. 

Libraries. — ^Libraries are evidently falling into disuse and disestee 
The books are little read and poorly cared for. Their whole number, 
reported by trustees, is 15; hence 18 districts are without. Of distri 
which have libraries, 26 are without cases. The lowest number 
volumes reported is five, and the highest 560. Their value is estima 
at from $300 to $350. The aggregate value of all the libraries in t 
district is $6,323. Their lowest value per volume, according to 
estimate given, is 12J cents; their highest is 90 cents; their average 
45 cents and seven mills. Irksome of the libraries there are very val 
ble works; books far above the comprehension of ordinary pupils, 
important as books of reference for the teacher, and, so used, they n 
contribute to the advantage of the school. 

Union Free Schools. — As yet we have none in full operation. I 
tricts No. 1 and 11 Peru, have formally organized according to the % 
visions of Title IX of the late School Act, but are holding schools 
their old school-houses this winter. In the spring, they intend to et 
suitable buildings. Two other districts, whose inhabitants can mo£ 
be accommodated by union with them, are expected to join in thiseni 
prise. Two other Union Schools are contemplated in other to^ 
When one is in successful operation, it is believed others will be form 
Believing this the best means of making our common school provisi* 
most available, I have given considerable attention to the subject, a 
find the interest awakened is favorable. Those who act on the pi 
ciple of " the greatest good to the greatest number," are giving i 
subject careful consideration. 

Private Schools. — Only 6 of these have been reported : there ai 
however, more or less of them in every town. Their existence is doul 
less a disadvantage to common schools ; but how to avoid them is 
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difficult question. To supersede them, may be easier. This can be 
done, to a great extent, by making our common schools more nearly 
what they should be in refinement and intellectual culture. To aid in 
this, the system of Union Free Schools comes to our relief ; and when 
they come into use, the evil complained of will mostly disappear. 

Academies. — ^The reare two within the bounds of this district : Eecse- 
yille Academy and Plattsburgh Academy. Keeseville Academy, loca- 
ted on the Ausable river and the southern border of the district, is set 
by the Regents to Essex county. Plattsburgh Academy is situated in 
Plattsburgh village. It was incorporated by the Legislature, April 12, 
1828. It has existed, therefore, 36 years, and has been a great blessing 
to the village and community. Its buildings, though old, are central, 
yet sufficiently retired. Its apartments are well arranged and commo- 
dious. It was closed nearly all of last year, and, during the time, it was 
repaired at atl expense of about 500 dollars.' It has a library and appara- 
tus valued at about 400 dollars. Its income, under the management of 
its late Principal E. A. Nichols, was about 2,300 dollars. After many 
efforts and one trial, the Trustees have secured a thorough and efficient 
Principal, Mr. E. A. Adams. Under his excellent management, it is 
nsing to efficiency and pupularity. At present it has four teachers, one 
male and three females. Its pupils number 150, about one half of whom 
&re pursuing the higher English and Classics. 

lEAOHERs' Institute. — The Institute of this county opened on the sec- 
ond day of October last, in the Court-house at Plattsburgh. The atteur 
dance was not quite so large as last year ; yet there were more persons 
present, independent of the teachers' class formed at Champlain last year. 
No class being formed here this year on account of delay in opening the 
Academy, the Institute suffere<^a disadvantage from this cause. The 
^ifh price of board also operated unfavorably. When the commissioner 
went to look after this matter, he found every boarding-house full, and 
private families mostly excused themselves from opening their doors ; 
while only one public house would accept any less than five dollars per 
week. Every effort was made by the Commissioners to secure a full 
attendance, and to make the occasion pleasant and profitable to the 
teachers. That the attendance was not larger and more regular, they 
feci was no fault of theirs. 

^ Institute was taught during the first week by the Commissioners, 
^ided by W. H. Phillips and Mr. C. H. Farnsworth, Professor of the 
^w Commercial College at Plattsburgh. Mr. Smith, of the First Dis- 
^<^t, took charge of the exercises in reading and grammar ; and Mr. 
^RBw, of the Second District, conducted those in practical arithmetic 
^lid geography. Mr. Phillips presented the subject of organizing and 
Classifying schools, and the manner of opening and closing them, so as 
^ secure a gentlemanly and lady-like ingress and egress — a part of dis- 
cipline and refinement most sadly neglected or ignored in our common 
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schools. Mr. Farnsworth, styled the Prince of Penmen by a recent cor- 
respondent, gave practical lessons in penmanship, presenting and illus- 
trating its principles on the black-board ; the teachers copying them, 
and going through the exercise on paper as if in class. This exercise, 
though only brief, the Commissioners felt was of great utility. They be- 
lieve the hints and illustrations given cannot fail to be of great use, and 
only regret that it was not in their power to secure a lesson of one hour 
each day of the Institute. Finding great deficiency in their teachers in 
the art and practice of good reading, they gave special attention to it ; 
following the theories of the different text-books, or rather holding them 
in comparison, selecting what they deemed best, and putting it to prac- 
tice in exercises selected for the purpose, in which all were required to 
take part. After drilling the class one and a half hours each day, and 
saying much on defects in reading and on the fact that we have but 
few good readers even among educated men, we felt we' could not do 
better service to the teachers than to have a practical exhibition of good 
reading by a master of the art. This was given by Prof. Kellogg of 
Middlebury College, to the entire satisfaction of the large audience at- 
tending. No exercise of the Institute was spoken of with heartier com- 
mendation by teacher and citizen. Besides this, lectures were given 
during the week, by Mr. Smith, on Mind, the Teacher's Material ; by 
Rev. Mr. Widmer, of the M. E. Church of Plattsburgh, on the Gal^ 
Stream, its origin, influence and uses ; and by Mr. Phillips, teacher of 
Dist. No. 1, Plattsburgh, on the Dignity of the Teacher's Profession. 

The second week of the Institute was taught by James CruikshaM'^, 
LL. D., of Albany. The best attention was given to his instructioaSi 
which, for pertinency, clearness and utility, were such as not only 't^ 
satisfy all, but to elicit the highest cqjnmendation. Dr. C. lectured o^a 
Unfolding of the Mind ; on Elocution, with select readings ; on Physte^l 
Geography (two lectures), and on the Teacher and his Work. Th©^^ 
lectures were attended by full houses, and were felt to be of great valt^® 
to teachers and full of interest and instruction to others. 

The Institute was a success. It awakened more interest than hX^J 
other ever held in the county. It made a favorable impression on tl*® 
public mind in regard to the Teachers, the Commissioners, and the O*" 
partment of Public Instruction, so ably represented by Dr. Cruikshak*'^. 
Many citizeps have said, *'If this is the way the Commissioners are '^ 
have things, and the Department is going to send out such teachers a^**^" 
lecturers, we must do more for the Institute." Several Lave also s^"*-^' 
that if the Commissioners will hold the next Institute in Plattsbur^^» 
subscriptions or other provisions will be resorted to, to relieve those ^**^ 
tending from the high price of board. 

The Institute closed with the best of feeling in its favor, though wi*^' 
out the formal passage of commendatory resolutions. 

Examinations. — Several public ones have been held by me ; few, ho'^' 
ever, attended them — most evidently preferred private examinatiox^^* 
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Seventy of these latter have been held, yarying from two to four hours. 
In all, I have granted 122 licenses daring the year; indorsed ten others, 
and refused ^ve applicants. Twelve of the licenses given were of the 
first grade; 97 of the second, and IS of the third. None, in private or 
public examination, have manifested dissatisfaction with the course pur- 
sued. Several have voluntarily acknowledged that the time spent was 
very profitable to them. 

State and Noriul Tsachers. — Of State licentiates, we have only two. 
These may be accounted veteran teachers, as they have pursued their 
calling for more than twenty years. We have only one Normal gradu- 
ate, and, on account of ill health, he only taught one term. 

Alteration or Districts. — One district has been, by order from me, 
dissolved, and its parts annexed to other districts. Said dissolved dis- 
trict was known as District No. 6, Peru, and was annexed, part to Dis- 
trict No. 10, Peru, and part to what was formerly known as Joint Dis- 
trict No. 6, Peru, Schuyler Falls and Saranac, but is now known as No. 
^ Peru. Bour other districts have been altered, and one rebounded 
whose boundary had been lost. The districts known heretofore as Joint, 
while wholly lying in different towns of the same county, have been re- 
numbered. Orders and duplicates for all of these have been filed with 
the proper officers. All has been done, so far as known, to the entire 
satisfaction of all concerned. Two of the non-reporting districts are 
contemplating dissolution, and one or two districts are to be formed at an 
early day. 

School ComnssioNER. — ^The duties of commissioners have been increased 
^ the introduction of the features of the new Law, but have all been 
faithfully met. At the commencement of the year I entered upon their 
discharge in earnest, resolved to do the best I could to promote the in- 
^^rests of the schools. Notwithstanding the bad traveling occasioned 
by the unprecedented deep snows of last winter in this section, I visited 
every school district and every school found in session, and some of 
them twice. This summer I have repeated these visits. Forty-two days 
^ere spent in winter and thirty-two in summer, thus giving nearly one day 
^0 each school. In these inspections a scale of notation was kept, vary- 
^H from one to nine. The standing of each school was thus marked ac- 
cording to its relative improvement and order. Particular attention was 
^^ento reading, writing and spelling; as these studies pertain to nearly 
*") and because of their importance. Other branches were not, how- 
ever overlooked. Excellencies in teaching and recitation were marked, 
^sfects pointed out, and suggestions given for the advantage of teacher 
•»a pupil. On calling for the School Register, I found, in some in- 
stances, trustees had not received it ; in others, they had not passed it 
to the teachers : supplied it where it was wanting, and called for it 
^here withheld. I found also that some teachers were disregarding it 
entirely, and others only partially following its rules and suggestions. 
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After explaining its object, and showing the importance of following iti 
requirements, all seemed ready to do so. 

At the close of my visitations for the year, I gave an account of the 
condition of the schools of the district in the county papers; commeuding 
those schools which I had marked as most worthy, and pointing out their 
excellencies; thus following your instructions to notice things commend- 
able rather than things censurable. 

Only one charge has been preferred against a teacher, and that was 
for cruelty. The cade was, however, settled, and the teacher spared the 
annulling of his certificate. Keceiving the admonition with meekness, 
he was allowed by the trustees to fill out his term of school. 

More than two-thirds of my time has been given to the duties of my 
office. In their discharge, much fatigue and some vexation have 
been endured, and expenses borne amounting to more than two hundred 
dollars; but neither has been spared when required. That all has been 
done that might have been, is not claimed; but that diligence and faith- 
fullness were exercised, none who have observed my course yill dispute. 

The results of toil to some extent appear, in the increased desire on tha 
part of teachers for higher qualifications, and a growing enthusiasm in 
their work ; in the improvement of pupils ; in the increased interest 
awakened in parents and guardians ; and the earnest inquiries of somei 
trustees and others, in almost every town, respecting Union Free Schools 
as a means of securing the highest advantages of our school system. 
Acting on the sentiment of another now in rest, that he had rather some 
one should say of him, "that man befriended me in my youth and want," 
than to enjoy the flatteries of the rich, I have endeavored by acts of 
kindness and words of cheer to encourage the humblest as well as others, 
and so to discharge the duties and meet the responsibilities of mj 
office as to command the respect of others, to secure from within the 
Bweet music of conscience, and to meet at last the approbation of the 
Judge of all. 

^ Desiring for yourself, and all helpers in the cause of popular educa- 
tion, the highest success and the happiest reward, 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

LEVI SMITH, 

Commissioner^ 



CLINTON COUNTY— Second District. 

To the Hon. V. M. Kice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 
I have the honor to submit the following Report on Public Instruct'* ^" 

in School Commissioner District No. 2, county of Clinton. 

1. Attendance at Common Schools. — About three-fifths of all the p^^' 

sons of school age have received instruction during the year. Of th^*^ 

three-fifths, the great majority are between the ages of eight and sixt^^* 
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year§. They have been present at school, by average, fifty days each. 
This is an increase of attendance npon last year, as shown by the reports 
of trustees. I suspect, however, that these reports have heretofore been 
very unreliable authority in the matter, the attendance having been 
generally guessed at. I have heard of a few cases where people, appre- 
hending in future a smaller amount of public money and an increased 
rate bill, have withheld their children from school; but generally, I 
think, the knowledge of the forthcoming distribution of moneys, on the 
partial basis of attendance, has had a wholesome effect on the number 
and regularity of presence of the pupils. 

The rate-bill, as far as I have observed, is not popular, and many 
quarrels grow out of it. People do not plead poverty much to escape it. 
They would rather their families should be ignorant than have a notoriety 
of indigence. 

11. School Houses and School Huts. — About nine-tenths of the school 
buildings of the district are decent and comfortable. At the beginning 
of the last year some seven or eight were in a deplorable condition* 
During the year two or three of tliem have been replaced by good new 
houses; the others are rapidly yielding to the stress of wind and weather, 
and must go soon. Where I have deemed it necessary, I have called the 
attention of trustees to the condition of the school houses, generally 
with good effect. Four new houses have been built during the year. 

All of the school houses of the district are provided with black-boards; 
^^t of them with some kind of outline map, and a few have globfs. 
There is no uniformity of text-books. Of arithmetics, Adams' and Davies' 
are in most common use. Of grammars, Wells', Weld's and Quacken- 
boss' are used without partiality. Town's and Sanders' Headers are 
found about equally amongst the pupils. Occasionally a teacher is 
-Dabarrassed by the multiplicity of text-books in the school. This hap- 
'^Jis, however, very rarely. 

III. Teachers. — During the winter terms about one-fifth of the teachers 
^^ males; in the summer terms almost all are females. All of them fol- 
^^ teaching as a temporary employment. Exclusive of board, the 
^^es of males will average about twenty dollars per month, and of 
^ales about ten dollars per month. The examinations to which I sub- 
^t them are, in the main, oral. By direct questions to the applicant 
'^ license, I find that I can usually form a more correct opinion as to 
^^petency. The subjects of examination are Heading, Writing, 
Celling, Geography, Grammar and Arithmetic. I examine in His- 
^^y of the United States, in Algebra, and a little in Natural Science, 
'^en the individual passes readily in the elementary branches, with a 
i^w to issuing a first grade certificate. About one-half of the teachers 
have met with in the district have read some book on the Theory and 
*ractice of Teaching; almost all of them have attended Institutes more 
^^ less. In two or three cases trustees have complained to me of the 
^^competency of teachers whom I have licensed. In two of these cases 
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the teachers were, in my judgmert, more than ordinarily qualified in 
respect of learning, but had no experience and were young. In the other 
case, the teacher indiscreetly took sides in a district wrangle. 

IV. Champlain Academy. — This institution is well attended, and many 
good teachers of the common schools have received their fitting in it 
The building is the best of its kind in the county. The library is small, 
but is used somewhat by the students. The apparatus, though not very 
extensive, is much superior to that in Plattsburgh or Malone academies, 
and what is better, is made use of on appropriate occasions, and before 
all the classes in Natural Philosophy. 

V. Union Free Schools. — I regret to say that there is not a school of 
this kind in my district. I intend to agitate the subject of their estab- 
lishment as much as I can this year, through the press and in all other 
proper ways. I conceive that I could do nothing better for the cause 
of education than to interest the people in the matter. 

VI. Libraries. — A few of the libraries, those in the villages, are 
remembered by the people, and receive additions from year to year. 
Most of them are neglected and forgotten. Some of them are now nothing 
more than a few tattered volumes, carried from one librarian to another 
in a corn basket, amidst the jeers and contumely of the inhabitants. 

VIL Teachers' Institute. — ^The Institute of the past year was held at 
Plattsburgh, and was attended by about 108 different teachers. I thia^ 
it awakened more interest among both teachers and the people b^ 
livrge than any Institute that has ever been held in the county. loft 
this we are indebted principally to the deeply earnest and oftentimefi 
truly eloquent talkings of Dr. Cruikshank. 

VIII. Visitations. — I have made 109 visitations during the year. ^ 
stay long enough to hear two or three classes recite, to observe the coxi 
duct of the school and method of the teacher. I generally make a "fe^ 
short remarks " on what I have observed, with a design of encouragini 
the scholars to good conduct and faithful study, and advise with tti^ 
teacher apart from the school whenever I think it desirable. Innoi^ 
intercourse with trustees and parents, I endeavor to impress upon the^s 
their own duty to visit their schools. I wish that the law enjoined i 
upon trustees; and I am sure I should not object to such a connection ^ 
Ohurch and State, as there might be in the State authorities annual!; 
advising and recommending all clergymen to visit and inspect tt> 
schools of their towns. Visitation might accomplish great things f^ 
us, if it were as close and constant as in the German schools. 

I receive a great many visits from teachers and from trustees. I ha^^ 
frequent requests to visit this district or that; to make this change ^ 
that, and settle this thing or that thing. With correspondence, exaciit 
nation, visitation, apportionments, distribution of documents, abstrst.^^ 
ing, &c., &c., my time is pretty well occupied. 

With my colleague, I have endeavored to do something for the edi»<: 
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tional cause before the supervisors, viz., get the salary of CommiBBioner 
nised above 1500. I am sorry to report no success. 
Very traly, yoar olxjdieDt servant, 

ROYAL CORBIN, School CommUsiorar. 
January S3, 1866. 



COLUMBIA COUNTY— FiHST Dibtbict. 

Akcram Lead Mines, Jan. 10, 1866. 
Hon. V, M. Rici, Superintendent tf Public Inalrudion : 

In accordtwce with your requirement, the following report is lespect- 
fbily Hubmitted : 

CoiiMos Schools. — There are lb scbool houses within my jurisdiction, 
ud 6 parts of diatricta where the school-houses are in Dutchess county. 
He following table shows the number of school-houses in each town, 
leamonnt paid fur Bcbool purposes, &c.: 
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-fhe above estimates incltide public moneys, and all raised in the dis- 
trict vhether by tax or rate-bill. The reason the proportion of Ancram 
u 80 mnch smaller than the other towns, was that few districts hired the 
'oicber's board, and conseqncntly did not make an estimate of its worth 
>B the trustees reports, as should have been done. In perhaps two or 
""% districts, the fuel is furnished voluntarily by the inhabitants ; in 
111 other cases, by levying a tax on the property ol the district. 

^e average time school was taught, and the average attendance per 
'^7 in each town, including all except the six joint districts, were as 
sllowa : 
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The fractional part of the attendance, as given by trustees, was 
duced to a decimal, according to instructions from the Department, 
number of children in each town between the ages of 5 and 21, and 
number who attended school are given in the following table : 

Children Children 

bet. ^ and 21. atten'g scho 

Ancram 646 464 

Claverack 1,128 689 

Copake 646 494 

Clermont 315 241 

Gallatin 642 269 

Germantown 471 284 

Greenport 431 231 

Livingston 895 596 

Taghkanic 560 374 

Condition of School Houses and Play-grounds. — There are 72 fr 
and two brick school-houses, (No. 1, Clermont, hires a room for scl 
purposes). Ten of these are in excellent condition, 41 comfortable 
quite convenient, 12 passable, while 11 should be immediately exchan 
for something better. Efforts in that direction will be made anol 
year. Public sentiment is now generally in favor of good school-houi 
Several have been built within the past four years. There is, howei 
a sad deficiency in the size and location of the play-grounds. Inst 
of having a half acre, in a nice square plat, neatly fenced, and ornain( 
ed with trees and flowers, the play-ground is usually in the broad hi 
way, (none too broad either in this locality), where the children 
have the full benefit of the dust raised by every passer-by, besides 
danger of being run over, &c. The school-house is generally located 
the corner of the road, or near some swamp or rocky ledge, where 
land can not be made available for any other purpose, costing the 
trict often as much as that more valuable. Frequently one-half of 
building is enclosed in an adjoining field, so that there is almost a ne< 
sity for climbing the fences, much to the annoyance of the ow 
Children will, and must of necessity play. It is just as needful for tl 
as eating or sleeping. The Superintendent has recommended that 
work of planting trees, &c., be done by the inhabitants voluntarily. 
" What is everybody's business, is nobody's." It would be well, 
haps, to require trustees to do this work, the same as repairing sch 
house, furnishing fuel, &c., at the expense of the district. There is n 
attention paid to this matter than formerly; and could we speak to e^ 
intelligent person, who has any local pride, or what is far better, a, 
appreciation of the wants of 'the rising generation, we would say, " W 
thou doest. do quickly." Future generations will prize your efforts xt 
in this direction, than in the acquirement of wealth. While we h 
elegant dwellings and costly churches, let us at least have corafortJ 
school-houses, where the youth can have proper advantages for the ] 
suit of knowledge. 

School Apparatus. — Districts are not as well supplied with good 






SUPXRINTENDE5T OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 14S 

paratas as they should be. As well might the farmer work without 
utensils, as the teacher without apparatus ; and that teacher who con- 
sents to pass through a term, without having a blackboard or outline 
maps, certainly deserves censure. The ambitious teachers will have 
them, if at their own expense. 

Libraries. — Public sentiment is generally opposed to the present dis- 
tribution of the library fund, and nearly all the districts apply the money 
for teachers' wages. 

Academies. — The Hudson River Institute at Claverack, is still in a 
prosperous condition. No great change has been made in the faculty, 
and the number of. students is as large as formerly. The Riverside 
Seminary at Germantown, having been in operation only a short time, 
bids fair to be successful. 

Trustees. — The majority of the districts now have but one trustee, and, 
generally the business is done with more promptness than when there 
are three. 

Rate-bills. — Our opinion is somewhat changed, relative to rate-bills* 
Make the schools free, and there would be a demand for better teachers. 
Now, many trustees fear to hire good teachers, lest the attendance may 
be small, and consequently high rate-bills. People do not always look 
80 much to the worth of a thing, as to the cost, especially in educational 
tatters. Besides, the sensitiveness which some poor people have rela* 
tive to being exempted, would not bo felt. 

Teachers. — There were employed during the past year 130 different 
teachers ; 122 being licensed by local officers, and 8 by State Superin- 
tendent. The proportion of males and females in each town was as 
follows : 

Ancram, 3 to 1 ; Clermont, 2 to 1 ; Claverack, 1 to 6 ; Copake, *l to 
^^ ; Gallatin, 2 to 3 ; Germantown, 1 to 9 ; Greenport, 1 to 6 ; Livings- 
ton, 1 to 10 ; Taghkanic, 2 to 6. 

A better class of teachers was employed last year than formerly : 
*«ere were not as many novitiates. Public examinations were held last 
opting, but none in the fall, as teachers could procure certificates at the 
*^titute. Our aim has always been, to be as thorough in an examina- 
tion as possible, not only to test the teacher's capabilities, but to make 
^^ a source of benefit to him, and through him to the school. Teachers 
o^tener lack in method than in real knowledge. The certificates were 
Shaded according to learning and experience, together with the Knd of 
spirit manifested. Some have strongly objected to these distinctions, 
Specially to the third grade. They say, Reject the teacher that is 
^ot fully qualified ; and even go so far as to deem all not having 
^^ academic education to be unworthy. But as far. as my observation 
extends, many, who are thus well qualified, and have even had consider- 
able experience, are not the best teachers. Some who have State 
certificates consider it of no use to attend an Institute, or any other 
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place, where they can learn new methods of teaching ; as their couwe, 
though practiced for years, is better than anything more modern. 

The third grade has generally been given to novitiates, and to those 
who could not pass a thorough examination, yet teach a good school ; 
and to some who never have any inclination to be present at any place 
of improvement It would be well for the profession if the last named 
class were cut off entirely. In the examinations, reference has been 
had more to the capacity to teach, than to extensive knowledge. Though 
Latin and Greek, and the higher mathematics, are no detriment to the 
common school teacher, yet th^y can never make up for a deficiency in 
a faculty to impart ** As iron sharpeneth iron," so does mind act upon 
mind ; and the teacher who is the most skillful in bringing out the 
latent powers of the intellect, is the best qualified to act the part of an 
instructor. 

Tbachers' Institute. — The Institute for the county was held at the 
village of Hillsdale, commencing October 16, and continued ten days. 
There were 150 different teachers in attendance, and an average of 68 per 
day. As no Institute had been held in four years, it was considered a 
doubtful experiment ; but the result far exceeded our expectations. 
Mrs. Henrietta B. Hewes was in attendance during the entire term, and 
gave instruction in Beading and Mental Arithmetic, and also occupied 
two evenings in a public reading of select pieces ; thus exhibiting the 
superior attainments in this branch, which can be obtained by self' 
culture. Much attention was paid to the elementary sounds of the lei* 
ters, by frequent drills on Page's Elocutionary Chart ; also to the inton** 
tions of voice, very essential, as there is quite a lack in these respect0 
on the part ot teachers. Prof. French, of the State Normal School, wft* 
present one day, and gave instruction in the manner of teachiDS 
Geography, &c. S. D. Barr, Dep. Sup't., was present one day, and 
occupied the principal part of the time with eliciting the ideas of tb* 
teachers in Practical Arithmetic. Prof. Cavert, of the State Depart^ 
ment, being present three days, improved the time very profitably t^ 
exercising the teachers in Grammar and Arithmetic. Rev. A. Plac^ 
Principal of Hudson River Institute, was with us one day, and mad* 
some valuable suggestions relative to teaching, more especially Writio8 
and Composition. Rev. W. I. Looms, of Martindale, illustrated a ne^ 
method of measuring distances. The following gentlemen lectur^ 
before the Institute. Com. Woodin, Rev. Wm. Ostrander, S. D. BAftB 
(Dep. Sup't), Rev. A. Flack, Rev. M. R. Lent, Prof. French, of tl** 
State Normal School, Rev. P. Felts, M. H. Dorr, Esq., and Dr. Blighto* 
The Institute was considered a success, and perhaps never was there ^' 
good a spirit manifested on the part of teachers. All seemed actuate' 
with a desire for improvement. It is very desirable that Institutes ^ 
held hereafter regularly every year. 

Labors op School Commissioner, &c. — Our time has been taken ^ 
during the past year with the various official labors we were called up^ 
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to perform. We made 165 visits to the district schools ; one at the 
Hodson River Institate, Claverack, and one to the Hudson Academy ; 
and, with my colleag^ie, visited the school at the county poor-house. 

In making the round of visitations, our great aim has been to stimu- 
late both teacher and pupils to seek for higher attainments. Teachers 
must study, if they will keep up with the times; they can not stand 
still. They are either advancing or retrograding; and the idea that 
teachers can do as well the first as succeeding terms, is preposterous. 
We have also endeavored, by suggestions to the teachers, Ac, to intro- 
duce a systematic mode of instruction, by classifying as much as possi- 
ble, e^n to the Alphabet. We have tried to be faithful in pointing out 
lo tetichers their defects in manner of teaching, and system of govern- 
ment, and they have generally appreciated the same by a cheerful 
acquiescence diereunto. We would not forget to mention the willing- 
ness of trustees to co-operate with us in many things deemed essential 
for the improvement of schools. The supervisors and town clerks 
i have also generally performed their duties in harmony with the Oom- 
missioner. 
Many applications have been made to change the boundaries of dis- 
1 iricts, some of which have been listened to, and the changes effected; 
hilt where public good would be sacrificed for individual convenience, 
tbe request has been rejected. 

In conclusion, we can say much has been gained during the past few 
T^ra. A greater interest is manifested on the part of trustees and 
inhabitants in sastaining good schools. Teachers are looking up for 
bigber attainments, and consequently better pay; and we trust the time 
IB near at hand, when Columbia county will equal any other section of 
the State in her educational facilities. 

We judge as a whole, and not by some particular districts. May we 
he inspired by the motto of our great State, to keep rising both in point 
of intelligence and virtue. As we survey the past, we have great 
i^Mn to be thankful to Ood who has watched over us as a nation, 
peserving us from dissolution and ruin, and has brought us to this 
high state of prosperity. We believe Education to be the handmaid of 
^ligion; and both supported by the spontaneous offerings of a free 
P^le, will be the great bulwark against the downfall of our nation. 
Respectfully submitted. 

H. REYNOLDS, School Oommimoner. 



CX)BTLAND COUNTY— First District. 

School Oommissionbr's Office, 
First District Cortland Couktt, N. Y., 

Marathon, Jan, 1, 1866. 
Hon. V. Ji KicB, Superintendent of Puhlic Instruction : 
^^ accordance with the requirement of the Department, the under- 
tA«8em, No. 90.] 10 



I 
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signed has the honor to submit the following Report of the condition rf 
the schools under his supervision for the year ending Sept. 80, 1865: 

Statistical. — ^The number of school districts remains the same as il 
the date of my last Report, being 92; of which, 54 have one trnstee, 
and 38 three. The number of school houses is 92. During the year oie 
new school house has been erected, and several thoroughly repaiid. 
School has been maintained in all the districts, except three, the re* 
quired length of time. The number of licensed teachers employed at the 
same time for 28 weeks or more, was 91. The number of children be- 
tween the ages of five and 21, reported by the trustees as residing in 
the several districts, September 30, 1865, was 4,217; being 62 leal 
than reported the preceding year. The aggregate number of weeks 
school that was kept during the year, was 2,683. The whole numbei 
of teachers employed was 177; of which, 156 were females and 21 
males, being an increase of 16 females and a decrease of 10 males a( 
compared with the preceding year. Only 12 teachers were employed tw< 
ierms in succession. 

Trustees are slow to learn that a change of teachers each tern i 
injurious to the progress of the school. The school that has made tb 
most decided and rapid advancement under my supervision, is one ths 
has been taught for the past four years by the same teacher. The trfl 
policy for trustees to adopt, is to employ a thoroughly competent teacbe 
«nd to continue the engagement term after term for a series of year 
Of the teachers employed during the year, four were licensed by tl: 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and 173 by the Commissioner. 

The whole number of children attending school during the year wi 
8,375; the average daily attendance being 1,522, which, it will be d 
served, is considerably less than half the whole number reported : 
Attendance. As there has been no means heretofore of ascertaining tl 
average daily attendance, it is therefore not known whether the atten 
ance has been materially increased the past year or not. It is believe 
however, judging from observation, that the increase has been conside 
Able, and that the result desired to be attained by making the avera| 
daily attendance the basis of the apportionment of a porticm of ti 
public money, will bp, in a great measure, realized. The aggregsi 
number of days' attendance was 44,316. The number of inspections h 
the Commissioner was 170. The number of volumes reported in ib 
district libraries was 6,831. The value of the libraries, as estimated b; 
the trustees, is $2,478. If the library money had been properly ex 
pended and the books properly preserved, the aggregate value of th( 
libraries at this date would have been at least $20,000. I repeat tb< 
opinion expressed in my last report, that the best use to which the 
library money can now be applied is in the purchase of suitable spp* 
ratus, under the direction of the Commissioners. 

The reported estimated value of the school houses and lots is $20,633^ 
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Tlie lowest eBtimated valae of any one school house and lot is $20, an^ 
the highest 11,110. The average valaation of school houses and lotd 
IB the several towns is as follows: Cortland ville, $315 ; Cincinnatus, 
$288; Freetown, $190; Harford, |290; Lapeer, $100; Marathon, 1225$ 
Virgil, $185; Willett, 1250. 

FiKANCiiL Receipts. — The amoant remaining on hand September 30, 
1864, was 1243.91 ; apportioned to the several districts, 15,7*79.14 ; 
atDOQnt apportioned from proceeds of gospel and school lands, $842.66$ 
raised by tax, $2,624.21; by rate-bill, $2,766.45; from all other sources, 
$987.13; making the total receipts during the year, $12,743.50, which ii 
I little more than $3,000 in excess of the receipts of the year preceding. 

Patxbnts. — ^The amount paid for teachers' wages was $10,201.53; 
for libraries, $33.03; for school apparatus, $11.71; for school houses^ 
sites, fences, repairs and furniture, $1,084.53; for incidental expenses, 
11,291.81 ; forfeited in the hands of supervisor, $7.40 ; remaining oil 
hand, September 30, 1865, $113.49; making the total expenditures 
daring the year, $12,743.50. The amount paid teachers exceeds the 
aoKmnt paid for this purpose the preceding year, by $2,331.69, showing 
that their wages have been quite largely increased; yet it is a notable 
fact that they do not receive for their services as much as is received in 
nearly all other departments of labor. Commissioners, by licensing only 
thoroughly qualified teachers, can aid very much in effecting a reforn 
in this respect. Those teachers who bring to their work but a modicum 
of brains, little common sense, limited qualifications and culture, ought 
^ to receive much for their services; but those who possess brains, 
Cfood common sense, varied and extended qualifications and culture, cant 
■ot be too well remunerated. 

I^KACHBHs' Institutb AND AssociAHONs. — The last annual session of th6 
Iiistitiite was held at the Court House, in Cortland village, commencing 
Oet 16 and continuing two weeks. The exercises were under the direo- 
tfcn of the Commissioners, who were assisted by Professors 8. W. Clark, 
^' W. Sanders, B. C. Bbagh, H. M. Dodd and L. Park as instructors. 
*ke attendance was quite large, reaching nearly 150. Thorough clasa 
^'ills were daily conducted by the Instructors and Commissioners in all 
the branches usually taught in common schools, accompanied by familiap 
^tures on " Methods of Teaching," " Theory and Practice of Teaching,'* 
^' The interest on the part of the teachers and citizens increased 
^ily till the close of the session. The exercises of the evening sessions 
insisting of the reading and answering of questions deposited in the 

Q^ery Box," and discussions, lectures and excellent music by the ** Glee 
Ckb,'» attracted large audiences, the Court House being scarcely of 
Opacity sufficient to accommodate all. Evening lectures were delivered 
^ Professors Clark, Sanders, Dodd, Beach, Park, Tarbell, Sanford, Dr; 
**AHBEBT and the Revs. Behan and Torry. These lectures were finished 
P'^octions upon subjects adapted to interest and instruct common 
achool teachers. Dr.LAifRERT received the highest encomiums from men^ 
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bers of the Institute for bis skill in simplifjing, analyzing and illin^ 
irating the science of Phjsiologj. The closing exercises, consisting' <>■ 
orations, essays and literary papers, interspersed with yocal and inaits- 
mental music, elicited much applause and commendation from the atfdv 
ence. The Secretary of the Institute, in closing his report of the p^^o 
ceedings, says : " When we parted, we took the hand of many ne'V^^l 
made but highly prized friends, and the feeling seemed to pervade erer 
heart, we are better friends than before; we have a livelier sense of ot 
obligations as teachers than before; we are amply repaid for all sacr 
fices made, and we will strive to honor our calling." 

The Teachers' Association has held several interesting meetings dorii 
the year in various parts of the county, serving to awaken much int 
rest in the cause of popular education. 

Academies. — ^There are tliree academies in this district, being the ssn 
as stated in my last report — Cortlandville, Cincinnatus and Centn 
Academies. The teachers' classes in Cortlandville and Cincinnatus ar 
rendering valuable aid in qualifying the teachers of the county. Tb 
system of academical examinations, recently inaugurated by the Regenti 
if strictly enforced and fully carried out, will do much to elevate tb 
standard of academic education throughout the State, and will incidea 
ally aid very much in elevating the standard of qualifications of commo 
school teachers. I have no exact statistics of the academies, but ca 
state in general terms that they are prosperous both as to attendanc 
and efficiency. 

Trustees' Reports. — The information sought and obtained throng 
trustees' reports by the Departmeht may now be considered reliabl 
with slight exceptions, although the misapprehension and limited bufi 
ness qualifications of many of the trustees subject the Commissioner 1 
much trouble and vexation. The blank affidavit required to be fiO^ 
out and attached to the last annual report of trustees, being printed c 
a separate sheet, icrcreased the difficulty, iFrequently being lost in the di 
tribution or in transitu to the town clerk's office. It would be much be 
ter if printed on the blank reports. 

Bemabks. — Now that the rebellion has been crushed and war h; 
ceased to be the all-absorbing topic of thought and the chief busine 
Of both State and Nation, it is reasonable to suppose that a new impet 
will be given to the educational interest of the country; and there is i 
interest that the friends of true progress and civilization should cberi 
more ardently than that of the common schools, since ihey are to furni 
the means of education to the masses; and on the character of that ed 
cation depend the future prosperity, greatness and glory of our counti 
The duties of the Commisnioner are arduous and the compensati 
small, yet the consciousness of being instrumental in elevating the Ci 
dition of our race, and of adding, though it be to a slight extent, to I 
intellectual and moral wealth of the nation, affords much encouragem€ 
to a faithful discharge of official duties. 

BeapectMlj, D. E. YTHlTttORE, School Ccmmimoner 
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CORTLAND COUNTY— Sboond District. 

Tkuxton, Dec. 30, 1865. 
Hon. y. M. Bice : 

Dear Sir— In compliance with your requirement, I respectfully snbmii 

tiie following Report : 

I have under my supervision the schools in seven towns, viz : 

L GoKDinoN or School Houses. 

Cutlbb: Nos. 3, 7, 10, 11, 14, 16 16, good; Nos. 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 13, had; Not. 

1, 2, burnt; No. 2, no report, and will probably be dissolved. 
Hombb: Nos. 9, 10, 16, 17, 20, 22 snd 24, good; Nos. 2, 3, 8, 11, 14, 19, 21, puih 

aUe; Nos. 4, 6, 7, 12, 15, 18, bad; Nos. 7 and 18 will be dissolved, mads no 

leport this year, sn4 can not kaep up a school. 
Publb: Nos. 2, 3, 6, 7, 8 snd 9, good; No. 5, ptssable; Nos. 1, 4, 10 snd 11, bad. 
Soon: Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5 snd 7, good; No. 5, ptssable; Nos. 3, 6 tnd 8, btd. 
Solok: Not. 1, 3, 5 tnd 7, good; Not. 2 tnd 6, ptsstble; Not. 4, 8, 9 tnd 10, btd. 
Tatlob: Not. 1, 2, 3, 6, 6 tnd 8, good; No. 7, ptsstble; Not. 4, 9 tnd 10, bad. 
InrxfOK: Not. 2, 4, 6, 7, 12 tnd 13, good; Nos. 3, 8, 10 tnd 11, ptsstble; Not. 

1,9 and 5, bad. 

I am happy to report that I have been called upon by the trustees of 
leveral of these districts to examine the best school houses, as patterns 
fox houses (intending to follow the best) to be built the following snm- 
^r, and I have most cheerfully accompanied them. I am sorry to be 
obliged to say that some of the poorest of the school houses are situated 
m very wealthy districts, say enrolling among its citisens men worth 
from $50,000 to 1 100,000 each; while in some poorer districts they have 
▼eiy nice houses. 

n. Condition of Schools. — It is cheering to see so great a difference 
la favor of good schools since the close of the rebellion. Not only 
teachers, but parents and pupils partake of this general feeling. The 
prospect seems to open to a glorious future in educational interests, 
bleachers appear animated and happy: the watchword of the parents 
J^ " Educate.'' There is, however, one drawback to our progress. The 
NOBLE BOTS who have fought the battles for our common Country, 
vho have survived the perils of war and returned, have claimed the 
^^ of some of our best teachers and taken them from among us. May 
t^r be happy in this change I Now we are to look for others to fill 
tkir places, and be careful not to fill them with those who will allow 
'^ Bchook to retrograde. 

= IIL The Condition of the Libraries. — There is but little attention 
P&id to this department. Something new is required. Occasionally a 
^diong boy asks for good reading. I always refer them to the school 

libraries, and have known some happy results from such recommenda- 



Onb or three trustees. — ^The business is better done where they have 
'*^t one trustee, although several districts have resolved to return to 
^^ after living under the supervision of one. I have promptly ift- 
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formed them that they can not returD, and have teceived some bitter 
epithets for telling them, and jonr Honor will probably be called upon 
to decide the matter. 

There is but one Academy in this Commissioner district, the Cortland 
Academy, situated in Homer Tillage. In yisiting the institution, I hal 
some conversation with the Principal in regard to Teachers' class. Hr. 
Nichols said he thought snch a class did not receire the benefit expected 
by the Regents of the Unirersity, and he did not care to hare a Teachers' 
class in the Academy; as nearly all wonld attend the Academy that wer« 
in snch class if there were no teachers' class, and he could then class 
them all as he pleased. 

The Teachbrs' Institute held at the court house in Cortland Tillage, 

commencing October 16 and holding eleyen days, was truly a success. 

Prof. C. W. Sanders took the lead in Elocution ; Prof. S. W. ClaEK, !« 

Grammar; Com. D. E. Whitmorb in Arithmetic, and Prof Park in Mental 

Arithmetic; Prof H. M. Dodd, in Geography .1 can not speak too hi^hl^ 

of the services of Prof Dodd; he not only took the lead in his department 

but was ready to take hold in eyery other place. The Commissioneri 

and teachers were glad to see him enter the hall, for his cheerful coun 

tenance and soul-stirring enthusiasm lent a charm to the whole affskii 

Lectures by Eevs. Beeman and Torry, and by Profs. Beach, TarbeU 

Sanford, Clark and Sanders. From these gentlemen we derived mix<: 

benefit. Prof Lambert, on Physiology, Anatomy and Hygiene, was i * 

tened to with deep interest. 

Truly yours, 

LYMAN PIERCE, 
School CoTpJrfoT the 2(2 District^ Cortland County^ 
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CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE- 

Office of the Board of Education, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Jan, 24, 1866. 

« 

Hon. V. M. EicE, Superintendent of Schools: 

Dear Sir — The Public Schools of our city have been maintained durii 
the past year with about the usual success; except that the High Scho^ 
for want of sufficient funds to sustain it, has been discontinued. 1* ' 
average attendance in our primary and grammar schools, as compar^^ 
with former years, has been good; compared with what it ought to b^^ — 
looking at our whole number of children of school age— it has been y^^ 
small. 

Our schools are all continued through the entire school year. 
We have a separate school for colored children. It is difficult to k^^ 
up the interest in this school, and to secure a full attendance. I beli^^ 
•it would be better for all concerned to discontinue this school, and pi 
-the children in the schools of the districts in which they severally re»i 
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^(Tbat we eflpecially need, to make oar schools what they should be 
^nd might be, is, 

Isi More moDey. Oar city raises nearly three times as mach money 
for the support of paupers, as it does for the support of public schools. 
Were the amoant provided for schools doubled^ I believe we might soon 
diminish in the same proportion the amount required for paupers. 

Sd. We need a Superintendent of schools, who shall be required to de- 
vote his whole time to their interests, and who shall be suitably paid for 
his services. As it is, the attention given to our schools by the Com- 
missioners is gratuitous; our city charter expressly providing that they 
shall receive no pay for their services. 

Sd. We need a municipal regulation, requiring all children of proper 
age to be in schools, unless otherwise ordered by their parents or guar- 
dians; and providing a special police to arrest truants and absentees. 
When we get these three things, the ** good time" will have begun to 

oome for our schools. 

G. C. BURNAP, 

President Board of EducaJtion. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY— First District. 

FisHKiLL Plains, January 29, 1866. 

Hoa. V. M. Rice, Svperitdendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir— Yours of the 20th instant, requesting me to forward to the 

Department a written Report of the condition of common schools in this 

assembly district, is just received. I have now no time to collect particular 

factfi, consequently I must write from such general information as I have 

obtained in my visitations. 

It is needless to recapitulate the facts contained in the Statistical 
^port already forwarded to you, such as number of districts, children, 
teachers, &c., &c., you already know all about it that I could possibly 
tell you. 

More children have attended school the past year in this district, than 
in any former year of the terrible war just ended so gloriously. Most 
^ proper school age (7 to 16) have attended some part of the time; a 
to proportion have attended six months in the year. Their advance- 
ment in knowledge has been marked, and, I think, far in advance of 
former years. In no year of the past five have I been so well satisfied 
^ this respect as in the one just passed. 

Our teachers are a full average of the rest of the State, according to 
reports of Commissioners last year. In 1861 and 1862, many of our 
^^e teachers left the peaceful pursuit of teaching, in which they were 
engaged heart and soul, to defend our beloved country against a mad 
*^^ determined enemy, who, without any shadow of provocation or 
^^Tise, had determined to overthrow our Government and all its holy 
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institutions. I am happy to state that many of these men have retcmiei 
to ns safe, and are now again engaged in instructing our yotith, noB« 
the less fitted for their duties by from two to four years experience in tb( 
holy work in which they hare been engaged. As they have taught th 
enemy on many a bloody field that they can fight, when need be, fc 
Universal Liberty^ so may they teach our children the value of Bepnbl 
can Institutions; thereby the better fitting them for the part they mm 
act in the future of our country. 

A large proportion of my teachers are females; many of them hr 
taught a number of years, and have so prepared themselves for the wot 
that they will compare favorably with the best teachers anywhere, 
large number, the past year, have married, and are thereby lost to t 
profession. Although sorry to part with them from the honored sistt 
hood of teachers, still they have my sincere wish for happiness in th< 
new relations* I still trust that I shall have their cordial co-operati 
in all matters pertaining to our .common schools; and though I may i 
meet them as formerlyi I hope to realize that their influence is worki 
for good* 

As far as my experience goes, our best teachers are not those tan^ 
in High Schools and Colleges, but those who have received their ent 
education in a District School; they are more practical, and understs 
better those branches which should be taught to the masses. Wl 
they lack in refinement, they make itp in thoroughness. 

Before I leave this subject, I wish to express to you my sincere thai 
for your cordial co-operation in all matters whatever, but more especia 
in sustaining my decisions when appealed from by teachers who hi 
been refused certificates. 

I have seen no reason to change my opinion in regard to rate-b 
since my last report; but, on the contrary, I am confirmed in the opin 
that our present system is as near perfect as it is possible to be mad( 
present. As to the new basis of the apportionment of public mone] 
am convinced that it is not an improvement; it renders the report 
trustees much more difScult to make out correctly. In former yei 
eight oat of ten were incorrect in some particular; last fall, not one 
twenty was correct. Most of the errors were in the average attendai 
which I had to correct as best I could. I do not think it will incre 
the attendance. 

Trustees are generally too penurious in exempting the poor; they "^ 
collect the last cent they can, and then raise the balance by tax; wl 
the law intends that they should exercise great liberality in exempt 
the parents of poor children, and they should not attempt to enforo 
rate-bill against one unable to pay. But we can not expect that trust- 
will exercise proper liberality in this matter, until they are convince^ 
the fact that education lessens crime, and that it is economy to educi 
the people, thus saving the expense incidental to the trial and prop 
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care of criminals; in fine, until the people are made to believe that 

schools are cheaper than jails and prisons. 

As to the most urgent wants of our common schools, I do not know 
that I can do better than use the same language as in my last report: 
"Ist. Teachers who love the cause, and will make it their profession 
and properlj prepare themselves for it. 2d. One trustee for a district 
who has an interest in the school. No old bachelor should ever be 
elected to this office; neither should a man without children; their object 
generally being to have a cheap school, so as to lessen the taxes. 3d. A 
uniform series of text-books throughout the State. 4th. Commissioners 
who understand their business, and will give their time and attention 
to \V' 

As to libraries, there is now no question ; their necessity and useful- 
ness is a thing of the past. The money should not again be apportioned 
for that purpose, but should be apportioned directly for teachers' wages, 
or else used by the Department in furnishing such necessary appendages 
for the school room as are not generally furnished by the districts them- 
selves. A portion of it might be used to great advantage in supplying 
erery school room with some standard work for the benefit of teachers 
and pupils, like Brown's Grammar of Grammars. The books now on 
band in the different districts should be sold, and the money expended 
for some useful purpose; that is, where they can be found. In many 
districts, they are already taken possession of by individuals. I tnist 
Bome action will be taken by the present Legislature in this matter. 

In conclusion, the Common School System of our State is compre- 
bensive, practical, and grand; it means to give universal education to 
its children; and when the people shall comprehend its workings, and 
^ve their cordial support to it, the result will be that the children of the 
State, as they arrive at manhood and womanhood, will be competent to 
adorn every circle of usefulness and honor. Let us then all unite in so 
forming public opinion, that our common schools shall be our best 
schools. With an undoubted faith that that day will soon arrive under 
your wise leadership, 

I remain, yours very truly, 

AUGUSTUS A. BRUSH, 
School Commissioner. 



ERIE COUNTY— Third District. 

GowANDA, N. Y., Feb, 3, 1866. 
Hon. V . M. Ricfi, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir : The undersigned respectfully submits the following report, in 
'^gard to the schools of the Third Commissioner District, Erie County : 
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Statistical. 

Number of school districts in this jurisdiction 91 

do children of school age 5)283 

do in attendance at school the past year 3,886 

Average attendance 1,821 

Average number of weeks' school in each district 29 

Owing to the extreme severity of the winter of 1 864-^65, the attendance 
of scholars was very much reduced in this district, and many of the 
schools were in session a month shorter term than usual. At the pres- 
ent time, I have visited sixty-five schools this winter, and find the aver- 
age attendance nearly fifty per cent, larger than last winter. 

Schools. — ^The condition of schools in this district is as favorable as 
can be expected, in view of the great lack of interest in their welfare on 
the part of the inhabitants. It is useless to conceal the fact that there 
is a feeling of indifiference, or at least a culpable carelessness in com- 
munity, in regard to the affairs and the management of the commoi 
schools. The community would undoubtedly be shocked to have th< 
schools closed ; but the shock would be occasioned more by the breakinj 
tip of an established order of things, than from any real interest felt i 
the welfare and progress of the schools, or any real appreciation of the: 
benefits. An institution designed for the benefit of the people at larg 
requires something more than their tacit consent to its establishmei] 
in order to succeed and prosper. Large sums of money may be distrib 
ted every year for the purpose of public instruction ; teachers may 1 
employed to instruct the children ; commissioners and superintendeP 
may be elected to supervise the school^ visit them, " inquire into the 
management," encourage the teachers and scholars ; and yet the schoc 
will fail of success in the mental and moral culture of the children, wil 
out the hearty and continued co-operation of the people themseltj 
Some schools in my district are successfully accomplishing the grc 
work for which our common schools were established ; others, althoa. 
not positive failures, are dull, inefficient, and lifeless. A thorough a 
wide-auxike teacher will sometimes effect a wonderful reformation in o 
of these lifeless schools ; but it is often the case that the discipline < 
forced, and the efforts made by the teacher fail of success, because i 
seconded by the patrons. The teacher labors on through the term, 1 
disheartened and discouraged ; some little progress has been made 5 
change of teachers takes place, the former teacher being ** too particuJo 
to suit ; and ten chances to one, the school relapses into its former cc 
dition. 

An experience of five years, in the supervision of the schools of th 
district convinces me that the efficiency and success of ever^ school d( 
pends directly upon the interest manifested by its patrons, and that it i 
in the power of the inhabitants of every school district to make i\^Q^ 
school a thorough and successful agent in the educational and mora 
training of their children ; in other words, to make their school (dways^ 
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Ittccen and never a failure. To accomplish so desirable a result, the 
inhabitants must conduct the affairs of their schools on the same general 
priociples, and guard and watch over its interests with the same jealous 
f care, that thej do their private business matters. 

School Houses.-— These do not differ in this district, in respect to 
neatness of appearance or convenience, from the same class of build- 
ings found elsewhere throughout the rural portions of the State. There 
is in my district, I am glad to state, a gradual improvement in school 
boildings ; although as a whole, they are the poorest class of buildings 
in tlie country, in respect to fitness for school purposes. Four new 
schooUhouses have been built during the past year, and a movement to* 
wards building during the present year has been made in several other 
districts. The law giving the Commissioner and the supervisor of the 
town power to condemn schoo^ouses, has expedited these movements. 
I have condemned but one schooNhouse in my district, for the reason 
that in most cases it is difficult to get the supervisor to act. The law 
huB been of some benefit, however ; and under its pressure, a vote to 
build a school house has been obtained in some districts, which, without 
the law, would not have been successful. 

Teachers. — ^As a class, the teachers of this district are devoted to the 
work in which they are engaged, and labor earnestly and faithfully for 
tbe advancement of their pupils. There are some exceptions, and the 
best efforts of the Commissioner can not prevent unsuccessful and ineffi- 
cient teachers from obtaining situations in our schools occa- 
•ionally. The wonder is, however, taking into consideration the general 
i^glect of the schools by the patrons, that our teachers are not less faith- 
ful and more negligent. Most of the teachers engaged for the present 
winter term have had an experience of one or more years in teaching, 
^d are generally succeeding. I usually grant certificates for one year, 
to some instances for two years ; and I expect every teacher will be pre- 
Knt at an examination, as a member of the class, at the longest, once in 
t^o years, and generally every year. 

Most of the schools are taught by female teachers, about one-fifth only 
**tog taught in the winter by male teachers. Wages of male teachers 
^4ry from one dollar to two dollars per day and board; wages of female 
wachers from three to five dollars per week and board, generally at one 
place. 

School Commissioner. — The office of School Commissioner is one of 
peat responsibility, and to discharge its duties in this district, with any 
degree of success, requires activity and industry. The duties of the office 
*fe numerous; the power of the Commissioner, except in certain cases, 
^ limiied. He can condemn a school house if unfit for school pur- 
Peses, providing he can get the supervisor of the town to act with him, 
*le can order necessary repairs to be made, or a nuisance to be removed; 
*^d the law declares that ** Trustees may make the repairs or remove 
^ nuiaance," that is, \f they are so disposed, otherwise not The Com- 
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missioner may visit a school, find the scholars surrounded hy almost 
every discomfort; their seats are "stools of torture;" there are none of 
the necessary outbuildings which decency requires; the wood is green 
from the woods, and thrown into a pile out doors; the stove and pipe 
are out of order, and will not heat the house properly; there is neither 
black-board, chair, cup, water-pail or broom, and he can do absolvddy 
nothing to make the scholars more comfortable, except to consuU vfilh 
and advise the trustees. 

This statement of the condition of some ischool houses is not exagge- 
rated. I find one or more such evils to exist in every school ibat I 
visit, and all to exist in some schools. In some cases trustees will fol' 
low the advice of the Commissioner, in most cases they do not have f 
mind to follow it. During the five years that I have held this office n< 
appeals from any act or decision of mine^have been made to the Depart 
ment; yet I have consolidated and divided school districts, and mad 
alterations in their boundaries, &c., much to the dissatisfaction c 
opposing parties. The fact that no appeal has ever been made touchio 
any act of mine, indicates that I have acted somewhat carefully an 
deliberately, and, I will add, decidedly. The commissioner, in my opinioi 
ought never to act rashly ; but there are changes in the character axi 
condition of every school house, or its outbuildings, which the comfo 
and well-being of the scholars imperatively demand, and, in my hun)t> 
judgment, the School Commissioner ought to have the authority to ma^ 
them. Last year I rode over three thousand miles in the discharge 
the duties of ray office. I talked^ consulted and advised scholars, teao 
ers, trustees and parents. Some good results have followed, probabl; 
but how much more might have been effected if I had had the power to €Ms 
instead of so much useless advising and consulting. 

It is true, that so far as scholars and teachers are concerned, the Coi 
missioner's visit, in most cases, if an earnest, inquiring one, will eflfe 
some good result. It is encouraging to believe that the advice e^^ 
counsel of the Commissioner are more often heeded by teachers e^^ 
scholars than by the trustees or inhabitants. It is rather inconsistei 
however, to advise scholars to attend school regularly, and to be att€ 
tive to studies while in the school, when, at the same time, we are awfii 
that in some cases their feet can not touch the floor, owing to the hei^ 
of the seats; in other cases, that there are no backs to the seats, ^ 
in other cases, that the school room is cold, dreary and uncomforta1:> 
It is like relieving the naked and hungry by saying! ** Go thy umy, b^ 
clad and be ye fed," 

In conclusion, the undersigned expresses the hope that sometime ^ 
common schools will accomplish the important work of cultivating '^ 
intellect, enlarging the understanding and correcting the morals of '^ 
youth of our State, as thoroughly and efficiently as they ought, consi<3 
ing the vast outlay of time and money employed in conducting thenE. 

Yours respectfully, HENRY S. STEBBINS, School Cotj^ 
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ESSEX COUNTY— FiBST District. 

Hod. Victor M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — The UDdersigned, School Commissioner for the First Gom- 
missioner district in the county of Essex, comprising^ the towns of 
Chesterfield, Blizabethtown, Essex, Jay, Keenc, Lewis, North Elba, St. 
Armand, Willsboro and Wilmington, respectfully submits the following 
Beport: 

ScHOOLS. — ^There are under my charge 102 districts, of which 94 have 
maintained a school during the year for 28 weeks; of the remaining eight, 
foar of them had nearly completed the same required time. Out of 
5,390 children of school age reported by the trustees, 3,912, or 72 per 
cent, have attended school some part of the year. These reports show 
an increase of three children between the ages of five and twenty-one, 
and a decrease of 206 in the number that have attended school. This 
last is an error on the part of the trustees' preyious reports. 

Rate-Bills. — Mj experience for the past year has led me to change 
my mind in reference to rate-bills ; they never increase the attendance, 
while they often diminish it. I believe it would be better if it could be 
M arranged that their necessity might be obviated. 

School Houses. — There has been a slight change in regard to our 
^ool houses during the year. One new school house has been built, 
^od two or three others have been very effectually repaired. I wish I 
^Qld report more of the same, as we need them badly. Of the 96 
^ool houses iivthis district, 7 are log, 76 are frame, 12 are brick, and 1 
^ Btone. One-fourth of them have no out-buildings; one-half have no 
pia^-grounds, and only one has a yard enclosed by a fence. 

Our good farmers being so anxious to occupy all the rough, stony 
'^d they could, placed their school houses, many of them in the high- 
^^X I found that in many of them the seats were inconvenient to get 
^ and from, and hard to sit upon ; while the desks — if they were so 
^>*tanate as to have any — are wholly unfit to use for the purpose of 
^I'iting. 

I am glad to say, though, that we have some great contrasts to this 

^^^ picture. Tes, we have some districts, the inhabitants of which 

^ink as much of their children as they do of their horses or sheep, and 

^^ve to make their school houses comfortable and pleasant for their 

^^ildren, and not a prison-house ; that they may be, as it were, insensi- 

^^J attracted to them by their loveliness. I found that about one-third 

^f the school houses have maps of some kind, but only two have globes ; 

^^o-thirds have good stoves ; four-fifths have a chair and desk for the 

teacher ; nearly all are supplied with a pail, a broom, &c, ; one-half 

l^ave ventilators, but too many do not need them ; the most of them 

^^ve blackboards, while but a few teachers use them as they might." 

On visiting the schools, I found them generally, in discipline, good ; in 
<vder, quiet ; in classification, bad ; and in recitation, mechanical. Our 



168 TWELFTH ANNUAL RBPOBT OF THE 

text-books are still a source of trouble to us ; as there are so many 
series, it produces a multiplicity of classes, and thereby much of tbo 
time of the teacher is wasted. In the schools, I generally found Read- 
ing taught miserably ; Spelling, quite well ; Writing, but very little, 
and that poorly taught ; Geography and Grammar, poorly also ; but 
Arithmetic, very well indeed. In fact, written Arithmetic I find is the 
best taught of any of our common school branches. Pupils generally 
attend school between the ages of 5 and 18, and then the attendance 
is very irregular ; with many, it is only two or three months each year. 
Very many of our schools are small ; several causes have united to 
make them so. 

Wants. — In order that the greatest good may be derived from oaf 
schools, we need good school houses, and all pertaining thereunto ; with 
a uniformity of text-books ; larger districts, or schools rather ; more 
interest on the part of parents ; no rate-bills ; good teachers ; and a com- 
mon feeling on the part of all — with the necessary resolution to carry 
this feeling out — that they are the most effectual means within ow 
reach for improving the young, advancing the best interests of society, 
and thereby benefiting our country ; and that they are in fact her surest 
safeguard against prejudice, political imposition, anarchy, rebellipn ana 
treason. 

Teachers. — During the past year, 189 different persons have been 
engaged in teaching. Of this number, 22 were males ; they tanghl 
exclusively in the winter ; their wages would range from tSO to $50 
per month, and average $35 per month, exclusive of board. The female! 
received from $1.50 to $4 per week, in summer, and from $2 to $7 pc' 
week, in winter ; their average wages for both winter and summer, 
would be about $3 per week, and board. The majority of the females 
engaged in teaching, intend to make it their permanent employment for 
a period indefinite. 

I have, within the past year, examined 13T applicants for certificates. 
I have licensed 112, and refused 25. Of the certificates given, six were 
of the first grade, 37 of the second, and 39 of the third. Of the persons 
to whom I have given certificates this year, 60 have attended our Insti- 
tute, and 31 of them also have attended another during the year, while m^n^ 
others have attended a Teachers' Association. My examinations havo 
been principally oral, from questions prepared upon cards ; these qn^®" 
tions to embrace the whole range of each of the several branches tangM 
in our common schools. From the standing of the applicant on thcfl^ 
cards, also the general deportment and appearance, the ability in read- 
ing, spelling and penmanship, and the power to impart instruction ^^ 
hlbited by the applicant, is determined his fitness to fill the responsible 
position of a teacher. Quite a number have studied " Page's Theory a^d 
Practice of Teaching," and a few are subscribers to the " New Yorlt 
Teacher" and the ** Educational Monthly." 

These is only one Normal school graduate engaged in teaching in thi" 
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listrict: Mrs. Sarah J. Wicks, and she is instractlDg with very marked 
inccess in the Essex Select School. 

Academies. — ^There is no Academy in this Commissioner district ; bnt 
he Teachers' Class from Essex county is taught at the Kecseville 
Lcademy, situated in Clinton county, and now under the very competent 
istruction of Mr. C. R. Ballard. I witnessed the examination of the 
eachers' Glass in this Academy at the close of the last term, and found 
to be very thorough. If the course lately adopted by the Regents of 
le UDiversity in regard to the examination of Teachers' Classes is per- 
ivered in, it will doubtless be of material benefit to the persons const!- 
iting those classes, and also to our common schools. There was a 
rger attendance at the Keeseville Academy during the last' term than 
r several terms previous; there being in all 123 students, including a 
3achers' class of 19, of whom 11 were from Essex county. It has been 
r several years in a very languishing condition, but it now seems to 
) gaining in popularity. It has a small library of 254 volumes, 14 
tying been added during the past year; the whole valued at $264; also 
chemical and philosophical apparatus valued at $4*74. Instruction is 
ven in the primary, common, <nd higher English branches, in Music 
id the Languages. Some very good and some very poor teachers have 
ceived instruction in the Teachers' Classes at this Academy. 
Private Schools. — Eleven private schools, with an aggregate atten- 
kQce of 3*71 pupils, have been reported ; which is a decrease of five in 
B number of schools, and an increase of 141 in the number of pupils 
tending such schools. Parochial schools and schools for colored chiU 
en, we have none. 

Union Free ScHooL8.-^One was organized October 8, 1865, in District 
0. 1, Elizabethtown, in accordance with the provisions of title 9 of 
iftpter 555 of the Laws of 1864. They purpose erecting suitable build- 
^ next summer, to accommodate three or four departments; one of 
^ich is to be academical. 

IhsTBicT Libraries. — Of $205.18, library money apportioned the several 
8trict8 in this Commissioner district, only $65.19, or 82 per cent., was 
^ for that purpose. In purchasing the books, many poor selections 
^e made ; in consequence of which, they are not held in high esteem 
^ the people ; and as no records are kept in many of the districts, 
6 best books are soon lost or destroyed. Newspapers and periodicals 
e very generally found, and private libraries rarely ; these, to a con- 
derable degree, fill the demand formerly met by district libraries. 
Trustees. — Public opinion favors having but one trustee, and but a 
^ districts have more than one. 

Tbachers' Institute. — The Teachers' Institute for this county was held 
t Elizabethtown, in October. Considering the locality and the times, 
' ^48 quite a success ; there being 81 teachera present, and 53 during 
le ten days. Although the teachers ani all were greatly disappointed 
* iiot seeing either Dr. Cruikshank or Prof. Townsknd, who were adver- 
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tised to be present on the occasion; still it passed very pleasantly, a 
was a season of profit to all. The exercises were very ably conduci 
by Mr. L. B. Newell, of Westport, assisted by the Commissioners; s 
many new ideas in regard to teaching and illustration were brought c 
During the second week, instructive lectures were delivered before 
Institute by Gardner Cutting, Esq., of Rochester: Subject, "An Addr 
to Teachers." F. A. Smifh, Esq., of Elizabethtown: Subject, "Tenny; 
as a Poet." Hon. Matthew Hale, of Elizabethtown: Subject, "Mod 
Utilitarianism not favorable to True Progress." 

The people of Elizabethtown contributed much to the interest of 
Institute; and among the many I will mention the names of Rev. 
Barrows Judge Hale and Judge Hand. There is, I think, an increas 
interest manifested in regard to Teachers' Institutes; and it is confiden 
hoped that ere long Essex county will rank amongst the first in 1 
State, in regard to the means used for, and the ends gained by, ec 
eating her children. 

Commissioner's Duties. — ^During the past year I have visited schoc 
186 times, and nearly all the schools twice : this, with the other duti 
pertaining to the office, has occupied nft&rly all my time. Public exac 
nations were held in each of the towns, thus giving the teachers t 
opportunity of an examination without much inconvenience to themselv< 
Two new districts have been formed; three alterations have been ma( 
and several districts have been bounded anew. I have endeavored 
discharge the duties devolving upon me to the best of my ability. ^ 
has not been done that might have been done, and much that has be 
done ought to have been done differently. 

We have to license many persons whom we believe ought not to 
teachers; as our schools have to be supplied, and that from such matei 
as we can get. Still we hope for the best; and faith seconds the he 
that there will ere long be an increase of interest on the part of all c 
nected with our common schools, so that all we desire for them may 
received. Believing that they will then take an important part 
hastening forward the glorious future that awaits our beloved country 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, . 

ISAAC D. NBWELIi 

AusABLB Forks, Dec. 25, 1865. 



ESSEX COUNTY— Second Distmot. 

To Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

According to requirement, I respectfully submit the folio wing Eepc 

CoHMissiONBB DISTRICT. — ^This embraces the eastern portion of £s 

county, including eight towns : Crownpoint, Minerva, Moriah, N^ 

comb, North Hudson, Schroon, Ticonderoga and Westport. Westp 
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Monah, Crownpoint and Ticonderoga, are situated on the west side of 
Lake Cbamplain, and are the lake towns of this district. The other 
towns extend westward a distance of between 40 and 50 miles. Por- 
tions of some of these towns are new, particularly the town of Newcomb, 
which is a large town and nearly tlie whole of it a wilderness ; there 
being only four school districts, and those very small : there are two 
school houses in this district, that are 60 miles apart. To make ono 
visit to each school house in the district, makes a drive of about 500 
miles. 

Schools. — In this Commissioner District there are 92 school districts, 
two of them being joint with the school houses in this county. There 
have been, as you will see by my abstract, 81 licensed teachers era- 
ployed it the same time for 28 weeks, besides four that have lacked 
from three to five weeks of 28 weeks; with an average daily attendance 
of 1,611.775 pupils. The number of children between 5 and 2 1 years of age, 
residing in the districts, is 5,015. The number of children attending 
school during the year, and residing in the districts, is 3,858. 

District No. 2 in the town of Westport, has employed three licensed 
teachers at the same time for over thirty weeks, and district No. 5 ia 
the town of Moriah, has employed two licensed teachers at the same 
time for about 37 weeks. The former is a Union School formed by 
uniting two districts, and is situated in the village of Westport : it is 
under the instruction of Prof. L. B. Newell, and is in a very flourishing 
condition. The latter is situated in the village of Port Henry ; and 
although it has shown commendable zeal for a year past, in having two 
teachers, it has gone back again to one. This is not done from a want 
of means, or a sufficient number of scholars to keep two teachers busily 
employed, but from a lack of interest for the best welfare of our common 
schools. As portions of this mountainous district are thinly settled, the 
schools are necessarily small, making it difficult for the teachers to keep 
^P that life and interest that is desirable. 

A large proportion of the districts have raised rate-bills during the 
past year, and I hear but little fault found with that practice. Most of 
'he school houses are frame buildings, built in a cheap manner, without 
*^^y particular attention paid to their architecture, warmth or conven- 
ience. There are only six that have yards inclosed with a fence. The 
'68t are mostly built on the corners of the roads, with no other play- 
ground than the highway. There are only three school houses that have 
* Delfry and a bell. Three districts have no school houses at all ; 
*our have only miserable log huts, and about six have mere shells with 
simply a frame and boards nailed on the outside, without lath or plaster, 
*^d ?o cold that they can not have a school in the winter months. Nearly 
Wpf the districts have no outbuildings at all ; and those that have, 
^^Q a few exceptions, are not worth mentioning. Most of the school 

[Assem. No. 90.] 11 
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houses have an apology for a blackboard, and some kind of a chair a: 
desk for the teacher. The stoves are usually good, but some of tb( 
look as though they would endanger the school house every time a i 
is built in them. The subject of ventilation never seems to have be 
discussed, for none of the school houses are properly ventilated, 
small majority of them have some kind of map, while but very f< 
have any globes. 

There have been two new school houses finished during the year, a 
one or two more districts are talking of building new houses the comi 
spring. 

We have a great variety of text-books : four or five different kindt 
readers and spellers ; four kinds of arithmetics, geographies and grs^ 
mars, and two kinds of algebra. An attempt has been made during 
past year to get a uniformity, but with poor success. We are nai 
importuned by the agents of book-publishers. This territory has b( 
bought and sold once or twice during the past year by those philanth 
pic individuals, and we are now worse off than ever. Would it not 
well if there was some recommendation from the State Superintende 
in relation to an uniformity of text-books. 

During the last year, there have been IT male teachers and 144 female 
The proportion of female teachers has increased for the last two yea,] 
The males have received on an average about $24 per month, and boai 
for their services. The females have received on an average abo 
$1.75 per week, and board, for summer schools, and $2.50 for wint 
schools. About one half of them have attended an Institute, and othe 
have attended the teachers' association. In some instances, theteache 
have spent half of their summer's wages in the necessary expenses 
attending the Institute. 

I hold my examinations semi-annually (spring and fall) in all t 
towns in my district, except Newcomb. In Newcomb, they usual 
employ teachers out of town. I give notice to the teachers of the tico 
and places of holding my examinations, by advertising in the coun 
papers, and also extend an invitation to all who take an interest in o 
common schools to be present. The public do not generally respo 
as freely to this invitation as I could wish; The examinations B 
partly written and partly oral. I usually send the teachers to the blac 
board, and require them to solve and explain problems in arithmet 
draw outline maps, &c. A few have read works on the Theory Sfc. 
Practice of Teaching, and subscribe for a monthly periodical devoted 
educational matters. There are two Normal graduates, and four tea< 
ers licensed by the State Superintendent, teaching in this distri 
They are doing a good work, and I wish that we had more of them. 

There are two academies in this part of the county ; one is in " 
town of Moriah, and the other in Ticonderoga. The academy in Mor- 
is an old brick building, and not in very good repair. Its library ^ 
apparatus are nearly all destroyed (but no one knows how), and w^ 
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there is left is worthless. They usually have two or three terms of 
school, of eleven weeks each, during the year, if they can persuade 
a teacher to go there and run the risk of getting scholars enough to 
pay for his board. The academy ip Ticonderoga is a wooden buildingy 
and in very good repair. I know nothing of the condition of its library 
and apparatus. Owing to a great deal of sickness during the past 
summer, it is not in as flourishing condition as it has been. It is sup- 
ported by the tuition of the scholars. There is no teachers' class in 
either of these academies. 

There have been five private schools during the past year, with an 
aggregate attendance of 100 scholars. There are no parochial schools, 
or schpols for colored children, in this district. 

Our district school libraries are almost entirely neglected, and I am 
afraid will soon be numbered with the " things that were." The districts 
usually go through the formality of electing a librarian ; but in a great 
many instances the library is not molested, only to move it from one 
attic to another. A few districts, however, have a place for the library 
in the school house, and a record of the books is kept. A large propor- 
tion of the districts expend their money for teachers' wages. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Institute for the county was held at Eliza- 
bethtown, in October, and continued its session for two weeks. The 
exercises were conducted by Prof. L. B. Newell, of Westport, assisted 
hy Commissioner Newell, of the first district, and myself. The attend- 
ance was not as large as it was last year, owing partially to the local- 
ity. The Institute was decidedly a home institution this year, for 
teachers and lecturers all belonged to the county. 

Commissioner's Labors. — I have spent most of my time during the 
past year in the discharge of the duties of my oflSce. I have visited all 
of the schools, but one, in my district, and most of them twice. Ow- 
ing to ill-health, in the latter part of the season, I failed to reach a 
number 'of the achools this last summer. I have endeavored to do my 
<^nty faithfully, and to the best of my ability ; yet I am aware that 

niany things might have been done difl'erently, and to better advantage. 

i sincerely hope that my yearns labor has not been in vain. 

I remain yours truly, . 

B. B. BISHOP, School Commissioner, 



FRANKLIN COUNTY— First District. 

^ *he Hon. Victor M. Rice, Supt. of Public Instruction : 

Permit me to submit the following brief Supplementary Report for 1st 
Conimissioner District of Franklin county: 

^UMBER OF Children. — The nuinbcr of persons of school age in the dis- 
*"cti8 6,115, against 6,093 in 1864 and 6,581 in 1863. Of these, 4,188 
"^•ve attended school some part of the year. The whole number of days' 
attendance is 266,246, and the average daily attendance 1,641, nearly. 
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The number of children who have attended schoDl is greater by 126 tt^^^ 
in 1864. I think it fair to say thai the new basis of apportionmea't ^* 
school money has induced a considerably larger average attenda^i^c® 
than formerly. 

Districts and School Houses. — ^The number of districts from wH^C" 
reports have been received is 83. Three have failed to report as y ®^' 
There have been no school houses built, and but $934.35 expended *^ 
repairs of old ones. 

Teachers. — The number licensed and employed at some time duri^ig 
the year is 133 females and 24 males, making a total of 15T. Most of 
these are of the second grade; a few (about an equal number each.) of 
first and third grades. Wages are nearly the same as last year. 

Kate-bills and Taxes. — There has been raised by the former, $2,269.8 1, 
and by the latter, $3,794.57. Of this latter amount, $2,007.80 have been 
paid by the village of Malone for the support of the only Free School in 
the district. The amount raised by rate-bills is three times as great as 
in any former year, showing a commendable disposition on the part of 
the people to support their schools, although the wages of teachers and 
the expense of maintaining schools has advanced. 

Text-books. — In these a greater uniformity prevails. They are mostly 
the National Spellers and Readers, Robinson's Arithmetics, Monteith 
and McNally's Geographies, Wells and Quackenbos' Grammar, and 
Spencerian Penmanship. 

Academies. — Franklin Academy still continues to be an excellent aud 
well conducted institution. It has a " Teacher's Class," organized for 
the winter term. 

Libraries. — Twenty-two, or only one-fourth of the districts, have ap- 
plied their money to the purchase of books, and 85 districts report 
3,944 volumes in their libraries, and of the value of $2,630. Forty-one 
only, have book cases. A very great difference pievails in the value at 
which the books of the several districts are estimated. For example, 
one district reports 95 books, valued at $5; auother, 175 books, valued 
at $50; and a third, 66 books, valued at $75. Whether this discrepancy 
depends upon a real difference in value, or upon a difference in apprecia- 
tion, I can not say. 

Institute. — The Institute for the county was held at Fort Covington, 
in the second district. It was successful in its management, and pr^*y 
well attended. Commissioner Lewis, 1 doubt not, will speak more par- 
ticularly of it. 

Commissioner's Labors. — I have made 155 visits and licensed 140 te»cii' 
ers. The labors have been pleasant and intereeting. Time alone can 
show whether they have been of profit to the pupils. 

Kespectfully submitted. 

SIDNEY P. BATES, Commissioner. 

Malone, December 30, 1865. 
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GREENE COUNTY— First Districtt. 

School Commissioner's Office, ) 
Tannersville, January 16, 1866. ) 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir— The undersigned School Commissioner respectfully submits the 
following Report: 

Common Schools. — There are within my jurisdiction 80 school districts, 
having houses within the county. The financial and statistical reports 
which have already been forwarded to your Department, will furnish 
you with most of the facts pertaining to schools in my jurisdiction. This 
District embraces the towns of Athens, Cairo, Catskill, Halcott, Jewett 
and Lexington. It appears from the reports of trustees, that there are 
5,785 children of school age within the district. 

Rate-bills. — From the information 1 have been able to receive, I can 
not believe that rate-bills prevent the attendance of scholars to any 
great extent. A few districts may find fault, generally by way of ex- 
cuse for employing cheap teachers, more than for any other reason. 

School Houses. — There is generally less taste exhibited in the selec- 
tion of sites for school houses, than there is for barns or any other build- 
ings; yet there are some exceptions to this general rule. The supply 
of school apparatus is very limited; every school house has a black- 
l>oard; about one-third have maps of various kinds, and a few have 
globes, charts, &c. The school houses, for the most part, are warmed 
by wood stoves, and ventilated by lowering the window sash. 

Teachers. — The proportion of male teachers to female is as one to 
five; about one-third of whom follow teaching as a permanent business. 
The two-thirds are mostly young and inexperienced persons. There are 
* few, however, who improve every opportunity in preparing them- 
selves for tl^eir vocation, and thereby become excellent and efficient 
teachers. 
There is in many instances a lack of interest, energy, and thorough- 
% Dess on the part of teachers. Many lack the ambition to keep pace with 
the spirit cf the times. A goodly number, within the past year, became 
subscribers for the New York Teacher or American Educational Monthly. 
^^ the classes held last spring by Commissioner Mott and myself, we 
y^conamended these works for their perusal ; also at the Institute, in con- 
J^nction with Dr. French. The reading of the above-named periodicals, 
^nd Works on the subject of teaching, with careful study and systematic 
tiiought, are some of the means that every teacher should make use of 
^ pi'epare them for the arduous and responsible duties of their voca- 
^^^' I have granted mostly second grade certificates during the past 
y^^r, for six months duration ; a few for a year. 
According to the instructions from the Department, my associate Mr. 
^^T, ajQd myself, are encouraging only those teachers who were in 
^^dance at the Institute, except in cases where we find that some uu- 
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avoidable circumstance prevented their attendance. This in a meaStiTC 
made demand for teachers instead of demand for schools, and a nno^® 
adequate remuneration. The people must demand those who prep»^® 
themselves for their work, and will perform it, rather than those "^^^ 
keep school for a small compensation. I can truihfully say thgtt » 
change is gradually taking place for the better. 

Libraries. — These are held, apparently, in very slight estimation, sltv^, 
are but little used One reason is, many of the books comprising tbem 
are scarcely worth perusing. Only a small portion of the money appro 
priated for libraries is applied to the purchase of books. Whetheir or 
not the appropriation of money for library purposes ought to be tzroii- 
tinued, is a question for the wisdom of the Department to consider si.nd 
decide. In my humble opinion, the money could be better applied, a-rid 
the interest of the people better represented, by expending it for school 
apparatus. I am satisfied that but little reliance can be placed upon 
the reports of trustees, either as to the number of volumes or tlieir 
value. 

Free Schools. — District No. 1, in the town of Catskill, is the only 
Free School in this district organized under the law of 1853. The 
colored school in Catskill is embraced in the public free school; the 
number of pupils is abomt 60. No parochial schools are reported in this 
district. 

Trustees and Reports.— Of all the annoyances this Conamissioner has 
had to endure in an official capacity, the Reports of Trustees have been 
the greatest. I have, for the two years that I have served as Comnais' 
sioner, been prompt in leaving the blank reports at the different to^«^i^ 
clerks' oflSces according to law. Many trustees return them partially 
filled up; others require to be written for from one to four times, befo^® 
receiving them; then to be returned, written for again; and finally tl>^^ 
Commissioner has had to do what the law ought to make provision fo^t 
viz: go and assist in making them out. I am satisfied that the repojr'tfl 
of trustees are not made from any data they may have; simple gue^^ 
work, and very bad at that. One year ago, I prepared a circular, whi ^'^ 
accompanied each blank report, with instructions to trustees; this cJ^** 
not remove the diflficulty, or prevent error. This season, I numbef^ 
each blank report corresponding to the district, and entered the amot*'^^ 
of public money apportioned to the district; and in a few instances tt"^^ 
was changed by trustees before returning. 

I would suggest that the law be so changed as to compensate '^^^ 
Commissioner, and compel him to meet the trustees of each town, ^J 
giving them timely notice of the day upon which he will meet thence-" 
the trustees to have the register, and all papers belonging to their A^' 
trict. In all my intercourse with trustees, I have met with kind »oa 
courteous treatment. The success and usefulness of schools depeii"^ 
almost as much upon the trustees as upon the teachers. Would that 
they might feel and exercise their power for usefulness. 
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Examinations. — After another yearns experience, I can only add that 
no change has taken phice in tlie plan reported to the Department last 
year by Commissioner Moir. 

In conclusion of this brief report, I can truthfully say, I have en- 
deavored to discharge my official duties to the host of my feeble ability; 
and if the results are not fully to the satisfaction of the Department and 
the public, I have the satisfaction of knowing that the teachers of this 
district, as a class, never ranked higher in ambition, energy, and de- 
votedness to their vocation, and that the schools were never in a more 
flourishing condition than at the present time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. S. MULFORD, 

School Commissioner, 



GREENE COUNTY— Second District. 

School Commissioner's Office, ) 
AcRA, Dec. 26, 1865. J 

Hon. Victor M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

In obedience to your request, I report : 

Common Schools. — The number of school districts within my jurisdic- 
tion is eighty-five; one more than last year. I have formed a new district, 
^0. U^ New Baltimore; made changes in the boundaries of Districts Nog. 
1, 6 and 8, Prattsville; and surveys and order preparatory to the annul- 
naent of District No. 10, Greenville. Eighty-eight different teachers have 
been employed^ at the same time, during the year. 

PcpiLs. — The whole number of pupils in attendance has been 3,94T; 
an increase of 30. Whole number residing in the district, 5,299 ; a de- 
crease of 16. I judge that there has not been an absolute increase of 
pnpils who have attended school. There have been 197 reported as 
attending from other districts. At least 210 have been counted twice 
^^the general attendance; leaving the actual number of pupils attend- 
^S school 3,737, and 1,562 persons between the ages of Jive and twenty- 
^'le who do not attend school. Those from Jive to Jifteen years of age 
&'ve eighty Jive per cent, of the attendance. It is to be regretted that bo 
few of those who are over 14 years of age attend school. Many causes 
l^iid to this result : parents do not generally manifest a deep and lively 
^^terest in the education of their children; school houses are, in a maje- 
sty of the districts, permitted to remain without cleaning and renova- 
"^li; they lack substantial and health-sustaining furniture, a 
proper supply of apparatus, maps and text-books, and visitations and 
examinations of the schools by the people. I have, by writing to the 
^^U8tee«, desiring them to join with me in my visitations, to notify the 
teachers and pupils, and to invite the inhabitants, endeavored to awaken 
^little interest in the visitations of the schools. The children have, as 
* ^bole, cheerfully attended on my visitation days. The teachers have 
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generally co operated as well as could be expected. A very few trnstees 
have been kind enough to join with me. The inhabitants, with fewei- 
ceptions, have considered the subject of too little importance to engage 
their attention. I shall continue to notify trustees of the time 1 intend 
to visit their schools, and invite all to join with me. I have thus far been 
able to meet every appointment. 

Attendance. — The average attendance, as a whole, is not better than 
last vear. 

Rate-bills. — These make a material difference, in some districts, in the 
attendance and the number of days taught during the year. There 
would be far better attendance, and a greater length of time taught, if 
the schools and text-books were fiee to all. 

Branches Taught. — The branches most generally tanght are oral and 
written spelling; penmanship, with few exceptions, by imitating bad 
models on poor paper; reading is better taught than it was last year, 
though the progress is slow, and most of the pupils are reading lessons 
beyond their comprehension; geography and grammar are taught some- 
what better than last year — they are sadly neglected: to have these pro- 
perly taught, our teachers must be retaught. Much more attention ha« 
been given to mental arithmetic than last year, and with considerabl* 
success; written arithmetic and algebra are receiving a large share <^ 
attention, although not attended by very promising results, on accoai 
of the want of skillful application; and very little of history and tt 
practical instructions necessary to fit for every-day life. As a whol* 
considerable progress has been made, and there certainly are good iii<3 
cations of continued though slow improvement. , 

Urgent Wants. — These are commodious, well furnished school hous^ 
a supply of true, well-educated teachers ; and a proper appreciation t 
the people of educational ends and the means for attaining them. 

Teachers. — The proportion of male to female teachers is as thirty-se'i^ 
to one hundred and thirty-two. About one-fifth of them follow teach ii^ 
as a permanent business: they average about three years in teachin 
Female teachers receive their board and ivom forty-five cents to one doH^ 
a day for teaching, averaging d^hoxxi fifty-four cents a day. Male teach.^ 
receive from eighty cents to two dollars a day and their board. T^^ 
many of the teachers board round. The practice, however, is passii^ 
away. 

Many of the teachers do not attend Institutes, and a large portioi* ' 
the community has countenanced and encouraged their non-attendan<5 
Those who have attended are teaching far better than those do "vvli 
have not attended, or made some special preparation for teaching. Od 
a few of the teachers have read any work on the theory and practice < 
teaching. The indifferent teachers are most clamorous for licenses t 
teach. Such persons do not receive or merit approbation from this con 
missioner, and shall, with due regard to fitness, be permitted to ina^ 
further preparation for teaching before being licensed. 
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Several of my constituents continue to urge me to grant certificates 
only to persons well qualified to teach, and are willing to increase the 
pay of teachers. Too many, in some localities, are yet clamorous for 
teachers who will teach for low wages. I think I om safe in asserting 
that wageSj not worthy determines the employment of persons to teach, in 
at least one-half of the districts. In this matter there has been a change 
for the better. Four holding State certificates, two graduates of the 
Slate Normal School, and one hundred and sixty-three licensed by local 
oflScers, have taught within this jurisdiction. Their success has been in 
ratio with their preparation. Our poorest teachers are most clamorous 
for increased pay: they generally get all they are worth. The good 
teachers often receive damage from these poor teachers, who set an 
example of ineflficiency, which many unjustly permit to prevail against 
all teachers. 

Examinations. — I have continued to conform to the requirements of 
the law, and of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, in my examina- 
tions of teachers. In conjunction with Commissioner S. S. Mulford, I 
held six classes within my jurisdiction in the spring, and a class at the 
Teachers' Institute held at Catskill during the fall; and three special 
classes in the spring, and three more this fall and winter. I have made 
hilt few other examinations. During the year, I have made tux) hundred 
and ji^/y-^ye examinations; granted /owr/een first grade, one hundred 2Lii^ 
forty-six second grade, and eighty-five third grade certificates. I have 
also refused to grant ten certificates. These grades are rather relative 
than otherwise. With very few exceptions, the first should be second 
grade, the second should be thirds and the thitd grade dropped from the 
list of persons fit to teach. The commissioner has been obliged to grant 
certificates in this way, for want of a greater number of better qualified 
persons offering to teach. Indeed, there have been of all kinds, anxious 
^ teach, too few to fill our schools, though trustees have generally 
oeen willing to increase the wages. The burden of my examinations has 
oeen in writing. The oral examinations have been made to determine 
aptness in illustration, and ability to communicate with force and ex- 
pression. There has been an increased demand for good teachers this 
fall, in most cases accompanied by an offer of increased wages. 

Academies. — There is one Academy at Coxsackie, in this jurisdiction, 
^e attendance has not been definitely reported to me. The pupils in it 
*>^e similar to those attending the public schools : from five to twenty 
years of age. I am not prepared to answer concerning libraries; appa- 
ratus, chemical and philosophical; studies generally pursued in them; 
^ages paid their teachers; their sources of support and rates of tuition, 
^or am I prepared to say it is of any practical benefit to the common 
schools, by reason of the Normal class taught in it. There has not been 
*»y effort made by that institution to inform the county of the Teachers' 
^lass to be formed in it. Several persons have informed me that they 

desired to join the Normal class, so as to better prepare themselves for 
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teaching; but could not, on account of the want of notice of the time it 
was to be formed. I think it was formed too hite to give preparation to 
persons anxious to conduct our winter schools. It is probably now in 
session. 

The School Commissioners of each county should be consulted aa to 
the time for holding the Normal classes in the academies, and also in 
the selection of the persons composing them. But very few who have 
heretofore attended Normal classes in this county have ever engaged 
in teaching, so far as I can find by a careful and extended course of in- 
quiry. I promised, last 3'ear, to avail myself of all means in my power 
to arrive at and report the truth in this matter in my next (this) annnal 
communication to the Department. I wrote to the principal of the 
Coxsackie Academy, and sent therewith a quotation of the part of my 
last year's annual report concerning academies, which has remained un- 
answered. My impression, at this time, is that but very few in the Nor- 
mal class at Coxsackie are there for the purpose of preparing to engage 
in teaching. I shall rejoice to find this a wrong impression, for our 
schools need a large accession of better prepared teachers. The com- 
mon schools in the vicinity of the academy are very much neglected by 
the school officers. 

Private Schools. — There appear to have been sia: private schools, Ji^ 
less than last year ; and one hundred and sixty pupils, ten more than lasl 
year, attending them. These are mostly encouraged by persons of aristo 
cratic proclivity, minus the ability to merit more than their neighbors. 
By their activity, they contrive to damage the public schools and theii 
own children to some extent. 

Parochial schools, schools for colored children, and Union Free 
schools, do not exist in these seven towns. 

District School Libraries. — These are neglected more and more. The 
money could be much better employed by giving a new dictionary to 
each school district : the old ones are worn and not '* up to the times ;' 
and some districts have never had one, and, perhaps, never will, except 
by legislative allotment. Though the law is opposed to trustees receiv- 
ing the library money, much of it is yet paid to them. Private libraries, 
periodicals, and newspapers supply most of the reading matter in tbis 
jurisdiction. 

Trustees. — The sentiment of the people in regard to one or threeUxx^' 
tees, is changeable. A few have adopted the one-trustee resolution tbi^ 
year. About as many have tried to have three trustees again. Forty'si^ 
districts have but one trustee, and thirty-nine districts have three trus- 
tees. In a few years, under the present law, all the districts will have 
but one trustee. 

Teachers^ Institute. — This was held at Catskill from Oct. 23 to No'^- 
4, 1865, and was in session for tin days. Ninety-eight persons were *" 
attendance, and fifty-eight for ten days. It was generally conducted by 
J. H. French, LL. D., Prof, of the Science of Teaching, assisted by Cofl»' 
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tnifisioBer S. S. Mulford, Prof. CM. Ryon, and myself. Lectures were 
delivered by Dr. Fre.vch, Dep. Supt. S. D. Barr, and Dr. Lambert. I 
have confidence that the persons attending* the Institute were very much 
benefited. Very much good was conferred on the members of the Insti- 
tute by the Board of Education, the Teachers, and the pupils of the Cats- 
kill Union Free School, who spent an hour a day in exhibiting the 
methods of instruction employed in that most excellent school. Prof. W. 
A. Welch, especially merited our esteem and thanks for the varied and 
constant services rendered to us. The clergymen of Catskill cheerfully 
cooperated with us. Rev. Dr. Lansing was particularly kind and instruc- 
tive in bis devotion of so much time and attention to the interests of the 
Institute. Our expenses have been larger than we desired. 

Suggestions. — A school house site is certainly not less a public neces- 
sity tban a highway; and where a suitable one cannot be readily ob- 
tained, a proper provision ought to be made for taking one at an impar- 
tial valuation. District trustees should bo bound to repair school pro- 
perty when ordered thereto by Commissioner, or forfeit public money, 
except allowed by Superintendent of Public Instruction. Article 3, 
section 13, title 2, is now a mere farce ; as it is without any penalty 
attached for neglecting or refusing to be guided by the order of the 
Commissioner, made pursuant to this requirement of the law. In prac- 
tice, as it now stands, it has a pernicious effect : it subjects the Com- 
missioner to ridicule for issuing an order which he can not enforce. 

School Commissioner. — He has made one hundred and seventy-one 
^sits to schools while in session, and thirty visits to schools and dis- 
tricts when the schools were not in session ] he has held and assisted in 
holding twenty'One drills and classes for the inspection and instruction 
of teachers ; and has, generally, devoted all the time and attention he 
could to the promotion of sound education in the schools within this 
jurisdiction. Commissioner S. S. Mulford has rendered me much assis- 
tance in many respects. Hoping that our schools will make more sub- 
stantial progress during the coming than the past year, I remain, hon- 
ored sir, Yours, 

GEO. C. MOTT, 

School Commissioner, 



HAMILTON COUNTY. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

^"^ compliance with your instructions, the undersigned School Com- 
DJissioner for Hamilton county, would respectfully submit the follow- 
H Report : 

Statistical.— There are thirty districts within my jurisdiction, two of 
^hich have failed to comply with the requirements of the law in regard 
^"twenty-eight weeks school" during the year. The reason for the 
^on-compliance of district No. 2, Lake Pleasant, was occasioned by 
^fictdties between the district officers and the inhabitants of the district j 
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and although I labored faithfully to harmonize the discordant factions, 
my efforts proved abortive. The reason assigned by the other district 
was sickness of teacher, and the inability of the trustee to procure 
another in season to keep the required time. 

There are within my district 1,007 persons of school age; of that 
number, 855 have attended school during the year. The total average 
attendance was 291.467. 

School Houses. — There has been considerable improvement in the 
school houses in this county during the past two years ; yet there are 
many which are far from being what they should be, and a few superla- 
tively bad. A large proportion are supplied with blackboards ; some 
with maps, Ac, and a few with globes. 

Text-books. — There is a great want of uniformity in text-books. The 
following are used ; Tovvn^s and Sanders' Readers ; Smith's, Mitchell's 
and McNally's Geographies ; Smith's, Clark's and Brown's Grammars; 
Adams', Thomson's and Davies' Arithmetics ]] Davies' Algebra ; Thom- 
son's and Robinson's Mental Arithmetics. 

Rate-bills. — The "rate-bill" system is unpopular ; and I feel justifietl 
in saying, that in the majority of districts, it has had the effect to diminish 
the number in attendance, and to secure the employment of a teacher, 
(and in many instances law-priced ones at that), just long enough to 
entitle them to the public mone3\ There are a few marked exceptions 
to this rule. 

Teachers. — A majority of the teachers in this county are females, and 
but few make it a permanent employment. The certificates issued by 
me, have been mostly second and third grades ; these in about equal 
proportion. I have issued but five first grade certificates in two years. 

District Libraries. — The school libraries are becoming of little inter- 
est, and but few of the books are read. The library money is expended 
for teachers' wages and school apparatus, and but little for books. 

Teachers' Institute. — The annual session of our Teachers' Institute 
commenced at Wells, October 17, and continued ten days. It was a 
most gratifying success. Teachers and citizens unite in calling it the 
most interesting Institute ever held in the county. The exercises were 
conducted by Rev. E. W. Brownell, A. M., Com. L. F. Burr, of Fulton 
county, and myself. We were favored with a few practical and instruc- 
tive lectures from the following gentlemen: Rev. E, W. Brownell, A. M-» , 
Rev. M. Servis, Hon. John M. Carroll. 

School Commissioner. — Inspections of the schools in this district have 

been made (as nearly as possible) once during each term of school. 

Many of the districts have but one term of school, commencing ea^v 

enough in the spring to complete the 28 weeks, prior to the Ist ^' 

October. This, together with distributing documents from the Sta^ 

Department, making out reports, apportioning the school money, *^^ 

attending the other minor details of commissioner's duties, have occupy® 

•my time. CHARLES S. SMITH, 

School Commissioner of HamiUon County ' 
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HERKIMER COUNTY— Second District. 

Cedarville, December 28, 1865. 

Hon. Y. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir — In accordance with established usage, the undersigned most respect- 
fully submits the following brief Report : 

Tlie field of my supervision comprises nine towns, which contain ninety- 
six legal school districts. These districts employ one hundred and four 
teachers at the same time, and report six thousand and two persons of school 
age, four thousand four hundred and fifty-five of whom have attended school 
Bome portion of the last school year. There are two free schools and three 
private schools in this district. The private schools report an attendance 
of twenty-nine pupils. Private schools have been rapidly decreasing in 
number in this district for several years past. There are no parochial 
Bchools, or schools for colored children in this district.' We have altered 
the boundaries of several school districts, and organized one district during 
the past year. The new district was formed in the town of Schuyler, and 
Btunbered five. In the formation of school districts we require a survey of 
hoondaries to be made. 

The school districts under my supervision are generally very imperfectly 
described, and many of them improperly numbered. These errors would 
have been corrected before this date, could means have been procured to 
defray expenses of survey, &c. 

School Houses are being improved somewhat from year to year, 
although there are still many which stand as monuments of shameful indif- 
ference in regard to educational interests, and tarnish the otherwise fair 
&me of the wealthy districts in which they are located. The school houses 
we constructed as follows : Seventy-seven of wood, twelve of stone, and 
seven of brick. The best school building of the district is a brick structure 
recently erected in the thriving village of Ilion, at a cost of about $20,000. 

Many districts are greatly in need of some publication or work which 
would enlighten them in relation to modern ideas of school room architec- 
*we, sites, outbuildings, pleasure grounds, &c., &c. 

Apparatus. — About thirty districts are destitute of all apparatus except 
Wackboards ; sixty districts are supplied with dictionaries of some kind ; 
fifty with globes, and about forty districts are supplied with more or less 
»iaps and charts. 

Text-books. — Our best efforts have been put forth during the past 
yoar to diminish the variety of text-books, and to secure uniformity and 
^provement of the same, so far as may be, through the district. Com- 
niendable improvement has been made in this direction. 

Libraries, with a few exceptions are much neglected. The library 
nioney in most cases is applied to the payment of teachers' wages. 

Academies. — The West Winfield Academy, which is the only one in 
this district, is in a flourishing condition, having an attendance of one hun- 

^^i and sixty students the present term. The building is ample, and in 
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tolerable repair. The institution is well supplied with apparatus, and 
has quite an extensive library. The teachers' class numbers twenty-five, 
and constitutes a worthy feature of the school. 

Trustees. — About three-fourths of the school districts under our super- 
vision have adopted the one trustee system. Trustees have seemed to meet 
with some unusual difficulties the present year in making their reports, nine* 
tenths of which were very imperfect. In some instances reports and affida- 
vits were returned three or four times before they were caused to evei 
approach correctness. In several instances town clerks were sorely negli 
gent in the discharge of their established duties in connection with trustees 
reports, &c. 

Rate-bills. — Our opinion, as heretofore expressed, is that rate-bills i 
the majority of cases, operate injuriously upon the best interests of oi 
common schools, and this idea is gaining ground in this district. I tbin 
that the number of free schools in this district will soon be increased. 

Teachers. — Ninety-eight female and six male teachers were employe 
during the last summer term. The present term we find seventy male ai 
thirty-four female teache»s laboring in the district. Three of those at pi 
sent employed hold State certificates, and two are graduates of the Sta 
Normal School. The demand for first class teachers at the opening of t 
present term was far in excess of what we have ever before experience 
The demand exceeded the supply, so far as male teachers were conceme 
Teachers' wages have been steadily advancing for the last two or thr 
years. Some rural districts pay two dollars per day, and board the teach 
at one place. Lady teachers, in numerous instances the present ter: 
receive one dollar per day and board. The old fogy idea of " boardi 
around,** is getting quite unpopular in many of the most enlightened neig 
borhoods. In the examination of teachers, we use both printed and oi 
questions ; grant but few certificates of the first grade; preferring, for varic 
reasons, in the majority of cases, to use certificates which need renewi 
each year. 

We feel proud of the zeal and ability manifested by a majority of t 
teachers in this district, and believe that the results of their labors will coi 
pare favorably with the proficiency of schools in the surrounding countie 

Teachers' Institute. — Contrary to previous custom, but owing 
valid reasons, it was decided 'to hold but one Teachers' Institute in tl 
county the present year. Said Institute was held at Herkimer ; commence 
October 9, and continued in session twelve days. There were three hw 
dred and twelve teachers in attendance, and a verdict of universal satu 
faction was rendered by all concerned at its close. The teachers labore 
with unusual earnestness, and but very little foreign help was had o 
required in conducting the exercises of the day sessions. Sub-lectureJ 
Essays, Discussions, Music, &c., by members of the Institute, served t 
develop many useful hints, and gave a pleasing variety as blended with th 
various class drills. Prof. Knapp, of New York, was with the Institute 
short time, and rendered very valuable aid in considering the subjects < 



SUPERINTENDENT OP PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 175 

Elocution, Grammar, Oral elements, Calisthenics, &c. A very excellent 
course of lectures was delivered during the session by the following named 
persons: Hon. G. H. Andrews, ** Enthusiasm ;" Rev. S. B. Loomis, 
"Read, Write and Cipher;" Prof. Gardner, "Hebrew Poetry;'' Dr. 
T. S. Lambert, three lectures upon the subjects of ** Physiology, Anat- 
omy and Hygiene;" Hon Ezra Graves, ** Music;" Rev. A. P. Bur- 
gess, " Lights and Shadows of Teaching ;" Prof. Barker, ** Elements of 
Success;" Rev. M. E. Dunuam, ** Triune Education." Hon V. M. Rice, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 'spent one day with the Institute, and 
his kind and practical counsel, his earnest, well timed and eloquent expres- 
sions of truth, could have no other effect than to elevate to loftier planes 
of thought, and stimulate to more zealous efforts in the educational field, 
all who heard, whether teacher, patron or citizen. 

Prof. Blackstone, of West Winfield Academy, Prof. Barker, of 
Fairfield, and Prof. Miller, of Little Falls, each visited the Institute, 
and with words of encouragement did what they could to promote the gen- 
eral interest. It is gratifying to believe that our Teachers' Institutes are 
each year becoming better appreciated, and more perfect in nature. The 
good results of these annual gatherings are each year more plainly marked 
upon the schools of the county, by the increased zeal and efficiency which 
they inspire, and also by the uniformity of action which they seem to pro- 
mote among the teachers who participate in our Institute deliberations. 

Detail of Labors. — During the five years which we have labored in 
ow present field, we have averaged nearly three visits each yeai to each 
school under our supervision. It has usually required about sixty days to 
>^ke one round of visits. Trustees and others, are usually ready and 
anxious to visit their schools with us. I improve with pleasure every oppor- 
Wty to visit Institutes and schools of other districts. Much time, of 
course, is occupied in making abstracts of trustees' reports, apportioning 
school moneys, examining teachers, forming and holding Teachers' Insti- 
tutes, examining claims for alteration and formation of school districts, 
attending to correspondence, &c., together with many common-place duties, 
*Uof which are well understood by the Department, and need not be enlarged 
^pon here. We devote our entire time, in such manner as our conscience 
*iid judgment may dictate, in the discharge of the duties of the office, and 
'cgret that our best efforts fall so far short of accomplishing all that should 
he accomplished to promote the educational interests of the district. Hoping, 
however, that we have as yet only seen the first dim rays of that educational 
tightness which will soon burst upon our noble State and partially redeemed 
country, and that he "who may come after me will be mightier than I," 
^ good works, I will close this hurried work of an evening, by expressing 
the desire that that confidence, assistance and encouragement which have 
ever been extended by the Department, may be merited by your most obe- 
dient servant in his labors during the present year. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

0. B. BEALS, School Commissioner. 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY— First District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir — In compliance with the requirements of the Department of Public 
Instruction, I respectfully submit the following Report: 

The number of school districts under my supervision is 121— one less 
than reported last year. Trustees' reports have been received from all 
the districts except No. 28, in the town of EUisburgh, the inhabitants of 
which contemplate a dissolution of their present organization, and an- 
nexation to adjoining districts. The inaccuracy and incompleteness of 
trustees' reports are a source of great annoyance and much trouble to 
the commissioner. Less than one-third of the reports for the last school 
year were correct in every particular, and a large proportion were returned 
for revision. Nearly two months were spent in collecting, returning 
and re-collecting reports, instructing trustees, and making abstracts; 
whereas, two weeks would have sufficed, had the trustees performed 
their part of the work promptly and correctly. No money was reported 
ferfeited in the hands of supervisors on the first Tuesday in March, 1865, 
which was untrue in respect to several districts. The amount remaining 
on hand at the end of the school year is seldom reported the next year; 
and many of the items of account in the financial report are purely fic^ 
titious, put in to force a balance. Few trustees keep any record cf their 
transactions with the district, relying on memory for material for reports, 
guessing at what is not exactly clear, and then unhesitatingly make an 
affidavit that the whole is correct, according to the best of their know- 
ledge and belief. 

The number of children reported, between five and twenty-one years of 
age, is 6,870; of this number, 5,444, or a little more than 79 per cent., 
have attended the district school during some part of the year. This is 
a decrease of 394 in the number of school age, and an increase of 14 per 
cent, in attendance, as compared with last year. The total receipts for 
school purposes were $22,727.26. Of this sum, $8,866.43 was derived 
from the a7>portionment; $6,507.18 from rate-bills, and $5,109.95 from 
tax. Of the $301.97 apportioned for library purposes, but $100.98 was 
so used. The number of volumes reported is 11,122, which is 1,603 
less than last j^ear. This discrepancy is not to be wondered at, when we 
take into account the ability to guess correctly of things we know but 
little about. I have examined quite a number of district libraries since 
my last report, and am fully confirmed in the opinion I then expressed, 
that they had performed their mission of usefulness, and that further 
appropriations for libraries are unnecessary. 

Teachers. — The whole number employed during some part of the year 
was 254, of whom 218 were females. I am pleased to report the num- 
ber of male teachers is becoming less every year; I report but 36 this 
year against 68 last year. I hope to report none next year. We want 
more professional teachers; teachers who are willing to make teaching 
a business; teachers who love their work and have an interest in it 



SUPSBIKTENBSNT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 1T7 

vj^lsere is not a male teacher in my district who dreams of making teacb- 
^^g a profession; not one that has any particular liking for the doties 
of the school room; not one but considers his employment as temporary, 
«kTi^ ia rejoiced that it is so. The model schools in my district are taught 
"by females who have had a few years experience. Nature and educa- 
tion have better fitted them to have the care, to gain the confidence and 
to anticipate the wants of children. They are more apt in imparting 
instniction, and less liable to be harsh and overbearing in their rule. 
The school room, under their supervision, is always clean, orderly and 
home-like. I hope to see the day when all our schools in the rural dis- 
tricts are taught by women of culture, experience and Christian virtues; 
by women who are willing to make teaching a profession, who earnestly 
4e8ire to qualify themselves for the great work, and who think success 
% rich reward for their pains. 

TEx^B00KS. — I am not able to report any abatement in the flood 
i&d variety of textbooks with which our schools are burdened. The 
book agent "goes abroad more and more," and will continue to so long 
M the field is open for his operations. In my last report I said, " thou- 
sands of dollars would be saved annually, and the interests of education 
vastly promoted, if the Department of Public Instruction had the power 
and would exercise it, to proscribe a uniform series of books for the pub- 
lic schools of the State.'' I am still of that opinion, and would earnestly 
recommend the adoption of some measure to arrest the evil. 

The annual session of the Jefferson County Teachers' Institute was 
held in the village of Watertown, commencing September 25, and con- 
tinuing twelve days. My associate of the 2d district having made a full 
report of the attendance, lectures, instructors, &c., I will only add that 
ID point of interest, regularity of attendance and successful management, 
it was the peer of its predecessors. 

In conclusion, I would report the condition of the schools under my 
charge to be improving. This is shown by the large increase of attend- 
ance during the past year, the employment of the best teachers, and the 
general interest manifested by the inhabitants in educational matters. 

Respectfully, &c., 

GEO. A. RANNEY, School Commissioner. 
SMrrnviLLB, December 18, 1865. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY— Third District. 

Hon. V. M. Rick, Superintendent Public Instruction : 

Sir— During the past year the schools of my district have been highly 

prosperous. Of this my last abstract, as compared with the preceding 

one, furnishes ample proof. The attendance was greater, the schools were 

Biore ably conducted, the teachers were more competent, and their pay 

[Assem. No. 90.] 12 
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was more nearly commensurate with their services. Many lady teacbefs 
have received from $4 to $6 per week and board, and male teachers froni 
$30 to $50 per month. 

One district has been annexed and one formed. One, No. 4, Pamelia, 
has taken the necessary steps to establish a Union Free School. Two 
others have made the eflFort and barely failed, but will probably succeed 
at the next effort. Others are moving in this direction, and I hope 
. during the present year to note the success of their efforts. 

I have, within the school year, made 258 oflBcial visits — 50 more than 
were made during the preceding year. I have labored earnestly to 
induce people to consolidate districts, to build new school houses, to pay 
teachers better wages, and to establish Union Free Schools. My efforte 
• have been measurably successful. I shall continue to labor during the 
remainder of my term for the same ends, and, with your influence to m- 
tain me, I hope to succeed. 

The new school law has its merits and its demerits. It induces a larger 
and more steady attendance, but tends to shorten the terras. Its most 
unpopular provision, in my district, is that continuing the library appo^ 
tionment. 

Trusting that you will pardon brevity and the absence of details, I 
subscribe myself. 

Yours, very truly, 

GEO H. STROUGH, School Commismner. 

La Fargeville, January 24, 1866, 



KINGS COUNTY— City of Brooklyn. 

Office of the City Superintendent, I 
Brooklyn, Dec. 29, 1865. ) 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

My Dear Sir — The great question of the day, unless we mistake public 
opinion and the signs of the times, is that of the popular education ofAf 
children and youth of our country. Education, intelligence, morality 9sA 
religion are the pillars upon which the superstructure of governmeni 
must be founded, perfected and permanently established. These are tba 
only guarantee of national prosperity. This is emphatically true rf » 
republican form of government. The history of both ancient and modern 
republics demonstrates the truth of our position. Our forefathers were 
in profound sympathy with this idea, and the institutions they founded 
were the offspring of these principles. Schools, colleges and churches 
were objects of first importance, early attention and liberal support* 
The fruits of this policy are known and read by all men. We see tbeffl 
in the lives of the patriot, the statesman, the devotee of science, art aod 
literature ; and in the man of God, " who points to heaven and leadi 
the way/' 
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In the terrible civil war out of which we have just emerged, we have 

seen the power of these principles tested, and demonstrated, as never 

before by any people. In this fearful struggle we saw our institutions 

jeopardized ; the foundations of society unsettled ; confidence impaired, 

and the life of the nation imperiled. Ilere too, we saw our enemies, the 

opponents of a Free Government and Republican Institutions, with an air 

of triumph, ready to proclaim to the world the downfall of the Republic; 

and that our experiment in self-government, like all others, was a grand 

failure. But He, who holds the destinies of nations in his band, thought 

not so. The integrity of the Union is preserved, victory has crowned 

our efforts, and Peace smiles again to bless our land. The sword is 

BOW sheathed, and the right again triumphs I The nation is saved, 

ttd the people are free I 

And now that the din of war is no more heard, and the smoke of the 
battle-field no longer clouds our sky, it becomes us as wise men to heed 
the lessons of the past, and make such provisions for the future as shall, 
under Providence, secure intelligence, virtue, peace and prosperity to 
the Republic in all coming time. 

We must not forget that war never leaves a nation as it finds it. 
The great warrior of modern times declared war to be " the trade of the 
^barian I " And all history has shown it to be the scourge of nations 
ind the demoralizer of mankind! Its evils can not be numbered, nor the 
Dagnitude of them measured. As patriots and educators, we must face 
hese evils ; make provision for the removal and cure of their sad effects; 
^nd by a wise and liberal educational policy in providing for the im- 
provement of the masses, make the nation strong in its intelligence, 
lorality and religion — so strong, that no domestic evil or foreign in- 
Brference shall in the least disturb the peace and hinder the growth and 
»ro8perity of "the country, nor impede the progress, glory and fame of 
he Republic. 

The exigencies of the country during the war drew largely upon the 
Mer pupils of the schools. Many of our young men, at the call of their 
ionntry, entered into the service ; some went into the army and others 
oto the navy. Then again, in consequence of the demands made by 
Sovemment for men, thousands were taken from the shops and stores, 
^Bd the places thus made vacant were filled by pupils from the schools. 
%8 and girls too, in large numbers, were thus taken away from their 
Jcoks and instructions. The extremely high prices of all articles of 
Wng constrained many parents to put their children, even at a tender 
^ge, at work, for their relief. These children would thus earn from two 
to five dollars per week ; which is an important consideration, in view 
^f the wants and necessities of multitudes of families. The tendency 
^ all these influences was to diminish the attendance, and to lower the 
&rade of the schools ; promotions being made from the lower classes to 
«n those made vacant by these changes. That we now often find young 
children of an inferior grade, in classes two or three grades in advance 
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of their proper position in a normal state of things, may be easily i]nde> 
stood, in view of the abnormal condition of the country. If we find, ibob 
that the schools of the present are not in all respects and to the sm 
extent equal to those of the three or four preceding years, the difference 
is easily accounted for, and is not to the disparagement of the teacbeis 
or the schools. But with the return of better times, we shall undonbtr 
ediy find a corresponding improyement in the general condition aoA 
progress of the schools. 

By the census of the city, recently taken, we find the whole number of 
children between the ages of five and twenty-one to be 108,099. Tta 
school register for the year is 52,896, and the average attendance for 
the same time, is 22,'n9. This is an increase over the last, or mj 
preceding year, both in the register and the average attendance. 

Number of Schools in the Crrr. 

No. for males (grammar departments) 28 

do females, do do 29 

do males and females, primary departments 39 

do colored male departments. 3 

do do female do 3 

do do male and female primary departments 3 



m 

No. of evening schools (male departments) 7 r 

do do (female do. ) 7 

do orphan asylum schools for males and females 3 



m 



• No. OF Pupils in the Schools. 

There are in the male, female and primary departments 52,891 

There are in the colored schools, male, female and primary depart- 
ments 741 

There are in the evening schools, male and female. . .* 4,17f 

There are in the orphan asylum schools, male and female 7U 

58,58(' 

No. OF Teachers Employed in the School. 

There are of male teachers St 

do female do 49# 

do evening school teachers, male and female 6$ 

do male and female colored teachers T 

do teachers in the asylum schools 9 

do music teachers (males) 6 

605 

Financial Statement. 

Beceipts. 

Balance on hand at the close of the year, Sep. 30 $113,200 0% 
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Amount received for teachers' wages and library money. . $80,641 65 

Amoant raised by tax for school purposes 284,900 00 

•Affioant received from all other sources 7,910 28 



$486,551 96 

PfiymenU, 

or teachers' wages for the year $249,249 71 

school apparataS) etc 5,599 01 

colored schools 5,689 35 

Mr expense of school houses, viz : 

sites $800 00 

building school houses • 57,153 28 

hiring 1,097 53 

purchasing 18,000 00 

repairing and insuring ^ 

fences 

out houses 

furniture. •...•. 

>r other incidental expenses, viz : 

fuel and building of fires $27,884 18 

salaries of officers 5,699 70 

printing 864 30 

orphan asylums, 3,886 97 

38,335 15 

alance remaining on hand 70,294 36 

$486,551 96 



$40,333 57 



117,384 38 



So&ooL Libraries.— In the School Library we have an important in- 
itrumentality, which may be made to tell upon the character of the 
pupils for good, if carefully selected and judiciously managed by the 
teacher. It may become an important auxiliary in the pursuit of know- 
ledge, imparting interest to the scholar, and affording useful information 
•sd instruction. But children need direction in their reading quite as 
ttuch as in the prosecution of their studies, and advice also as to the 
iBlliors they should use. 1 am well satisfied that the power of the 
library is often lost, from neglect on the part of the teacher to give ii>- 
teUigent instruction to the children in relation to the selection and use 
oP books, and such examination and instruction as may be necessary to 
ten the whole to the best account. 

Among the books of our libraries are found many of great value and 
iflterest. In these volumes every department of science, art, industry 
r wd general literature, is represented. Here arc found books that will 
I iftterestand instruct both the old and the young; the scholar and the 
general reader; the teacher and the pupil also may here find helps in the 
pn)8ecution of their studies and aids in understanding instruction. These 
volumes are also carried into families where few or no books are found; 
I <uid there they become the means of entertainment and instruction. In 
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these and various other ways, books become sources of interest and pro- 
fit to the teacher and pupil, the parent and child, and the general reader. 
In furnishing employment for an unoccupied hour, and mental aliment 
for the people, the library is a means of great good. The number of 
volumes in our schools is 33,562. 

Evening Schools. — The Evening Schools have been well attended this 
year, and the results more than usually satisfactory. Here multitudeB 
who have had but little or no instruction, find the means of an elemen- 
tary education within their reach. Large numbers of both sexes are, 
from necessity, obliged to leave the day schools before they have received 
that education which is necessary for the ordinary business of life. Our 
foreign population, on their arrival in the country, are generally unac- 
quainted with our institutions, the government, laws, habits, customs, 
language and peculiarities of the people. Of this class, many have 
availed themselves of the privileges of these schools, and have teen 
quite successful in their studies, and made rapid improvement. The 
course of instruction embraced orthography, reading, etymology, gram- 
mar, comf osition, geography, history, arithmetic, book-keeping by single 
and double entry, algebra, geometry, writing and declamation. The 
register number for the term of three months was 4,119, and the average 
attendance 1,996. There were seven schools, each containing a male 
and female department, taught by 66 teachers, one-half of whom were 
females. 

The evening school is an important institution, and is entitled to 
honorable consideration in our system of public instruction. No ci^ 
or large town should fail to provide the means of instruction these 
schools afford, in view of the fact, that without this provision, many 
would pass through life without that preparation which is indispensahle 
to success. 

The examination and licensing of the teachers; the semi-annual exami- 
nation of the schools, occasional visitation and general supervision of 
the same, engross the whole of my time. In the examination of the 
several classes, each particular subject of the course is passed in review, 
up to the point attained^ and the class is debited or credited according 
to the results obtained. The order, discipline and general character of 
the class are noted, and such instruction and advice given as seems 
necessary for both teacher and pupil. In cases where there is a failure 
of the class to sustain itself^ the facts are reported to the local commit' 
tee, for such action as may be thought best. Such cases, I am glad to 
to say, are rare. The teachers of the schools, as a class, are intelligent, 
and devoted to their work. Still we fail to secure, in all that general 
intelligence, culture and scholarship, which are indispensable to the 
highest success in the profession. This failure is the result, in part a^ 
least, of a mistaken idea in relation to the scholarship, general qualifica' 
tions and character of the teacher. It has generally been customary, ^ 
the appointment of teachers for primary classes, to select the young an» 
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inexperienced. It is often said tliat ** any young lady, of ordinary 
ability and qualifications, is competent to teach little children.'' As such 
persons apply in great numbers, and can be employed at low salaries, 
they are too often the successful candidates for appointment. I think ' 
tkis not simply a mistaken policy, but a positive wrong. In primary 
instruction, we need the best talent, scholarship, culture and experience; 
a knowledge of the laws of mind, and the proper means of its develop- 
ment; a familiar acquaintance with the best methods of instruction, and 
aptness in applying the same; a sympathy and love for children, and un- 
tiring zeal and devotion to their instruction and education. But to the 
teacher of the primary class these pre-requi sites arc indispensable, not 
simply in relation to her own class; but that her instructions may be so 
complete, and the habit of thought and action of the children, so unex- 
ceptional, that on promotion of the class to a higher grade, the progress 
shall not in the least be impeded by any defect in her instructions and 
training. Here, no labor nor time would be required to correct bad 
habits acquired in a subordinate class, the result of a want of methodi- 
cal teaching, thorough instruction, and careful training. 

Again, the young lady who begins to teach, having only the lowest 
grade of qualification, still has an eye to promotion as vacancies occur. 
If she has had tolerable success in her class, the committee generally 
give the promotion, if the studies in the advanced class are thought to 
be within her range of scholarship and power to teach. In this manner, 
teachers of inferior qualifications are sometimes found, where those only 
of superior scholarship should have the charge and instruction of the 
class. * Here the tendency is only evil. 

Another embarrassment, which often occurs, is found in the difiiculty 
we often meet in filling vacancies in first class positions, where superior 
scholarship, power to teach and govern, and experience are indis- 
pensable. 

Prom careful inquiry, and correspondence in our own and other States, 
I find the same embarrassment is felt elsewhere. My own conviction 
J8, that of first class teachers^ the supply is far below the demand. And 
here the question is pressed home upon us, ** what can be done to afford 
relief?" It has long been apparent that the Normal, the Training School, 
^e High Schools and Academies, afford only a small number of teachers,, 
^oview of the wants of the schools; while at the same time it is true, 
^t of the second and third class of teachers, there are very many more 
than there ought to be. This evil may be partially overcome, at least*,, 
^y the establishment of local Normal and Training Schools, in the prin- 
cipal cities; in which the junior teachers, and others, having an eye to 
the profession, may enter upon a course of instruction, perfect them- 
selves in their studies and general scholarship, and receive such instruc- 
tion and training as will make them familiar with the best systems of 
^ucation, methods of instruction, and government and discipline of 
■choolg. In other words, that they be so thoroughly educated in all that 
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pertains to the office of the teacher, that they shall be fully competent 
to assume fird class positions in the best schools of the State. 

One thought more, in this connection, and that is as important to suc- 
cess as any other consideration, let the teachers be well paid. Such 
qualifications and proyisious as these, would invite those of the besi 
ti^lent, best scholarship, and best general qualifications into the Bchools', 
and it needs not the spirit of prophesy to foretell the beneficial results 
upon the schools of the Commonwealth. 

With great respect, I am, dear sir,. 

Yours most respectfully, 

J. W. BULK LEY, 

City SuperintendenL 



KINGS COUNTY— Rural District, 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Dear Sir — ^Again I would respectfully submit to you the School Repoxr 
for the past year: 

The school house is a good index of the interest the community tatl 
in the great work of educating the young. Whilst we would congrat. 
late those districts possessing a neat and comfortable building, we wo«i 
encourage those less fortunate with the hope, that ere long its citiz^ 
will become ashamed of their old ones, and will erect in their plac5 
buildings that will be ornaments to their towns. It is true that some 
the old settlers love to gaze upon the old weather-beaten school house 
but they are passing away, and with them, I trust, the venerable str^i 
tures. 

The evils arising from irregularity of attendance at school can no 
altogether, be eradicated by laws; for we have those who do not care i 
obey. If we can succeed in impressing upon the parents the necessit, 
of their children being regular in attendance at school, in order tha 
they may make rapid progress in their studies, we can then hope for i 
full and regular attendance. 

The facilities for imparting instruction to the young are good. Still 
there is room for improving some of the school buildings, also for choos- 
ing more eligible sites; but time will be required, ere we can realize our 
fond desires. 

I can not do otherwise than speak well of the teachers engaged in this 
district. The schools are in operation throughout the year. But few 
changes have occurred with our teachers. From year to year, you will 
find them faithfully at work, aiming to cultivate and elevate the minds 
of those entrusted to their care. Where little progress is made in the 
advancement of the scholars, I think the cause can be charged to the 
want of interest manifested by the parents in the studies of their chil- 
dreU; rather than to the neglect of the teachers. 
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It is with picasaro that I annoance the safe return from the army of 
}. H. F. North; and I would congratulate the trustees of the Green- 
ield school upon obtaining so efficient and worthy an instructor. 

I must protest against the sending of children to school at the early 
age of five or six years; for, should the laws of the school be enforced, 
their physical systems must suffer; if a loose government is permitted, 
3lder scholars are disturbed. 

There arc 16 private schools in this district; the number of scholars 
attending them is three hundred and forty-five. 

Owing to the easy access, by the cars, to the city of Brooklyn, many 
of the yoang attend school there; thereby depriving our public schools 
of many of their best scholars. 

The district school libraries are large, well kept, and, as far as I am 
able to learn, considerably perused. 

In this district there are fourteen schools. The number of visits made 
during the year was sixty-three. 

In conclusion, I will state that the schools under my supervision are 
doing well. We do not claim perfection for our scholars; for their 
minds are young, and years of toil and close mental application are 
requisite to prepare them for the duties of life. 

Yours respectfully, 

FRED. C. DeMUND, 
New Utrecht, OcL 30, 1865. School Commissioner, 



LEWIS COUNTY— First District. 

Port Lkyden, Dec, 22, 1865. 
^Q- V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir— In compliance with the request of the Superintendent of Public 
Instrnction, the following Report is respectfully submitted : 

The First Commissioner district is composed of the following named 
^^8 : the annexed table also shows the number of school districts in 
each town, the number of children between the ages of 5 and 21 years, 
*nd the whole number of children in attendance, together with the aver- 
^ daily attendance. 



e 

lb 'f^ 
M 



3''B 



Greig 

Jfiwig 

^^'^t Turin... 
Total.. 



14 

8 

9 

15 

24 

7 

13 

11 



101 



o o . 
. a ® 



736 
545 
587 
761 
1,001 
276 
609 
683 



5,198 



St O 

0) CQ 



486 
344 
408 
676 
740 
232 
480 
484 



3,750 



A © o 

U O S3 » 



198.78 
147.53 
148.22 
277.88 
341.19 
87.76 
233.49 
212.55 



1,647.40 
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There have been employed at the same time for twenty-eight weeks, IS^p 
one hundred and two teachers. The number of different teachers em- Ijiiialw 
ployed was one hundred and eighty-one, of which one hundred and sixty- I Iibiab 
four were females and seventeen males. Ia«ir& 

There are ninety-six school-houses in this district, about one-sixth of lasyed. 
which are kept in good repair, one-half of the remainder in a fair condi- Vs^m 
tion ; the remainder very poor, and in many instances very uncomforta- 1 ve')01 
ble : the out-buildings generally correspond with the school houses. It IbwIi 
is a lamentable fact, which I am very sorry to record, but nevertheless feid 
true, that the poorest school houses are generally found in the wealthiest ^ke 
neighborhoods ; and in some of these, where every inhabitant kno'WS 
full well that the school house is not fit for use, it is impossible to g^^ 
a vote to build a new one. The opposition generally arises from thos® 
who are wealthy, and have no children to educate. 

The beat school house in the district is in the village of Port LeydeX* • 
it was built one year ago. A new house has been built in district fl' ^- 
13, Greig ; and there is a prospect of one or two being built the comijr:»S 
season. 

Text-books. — A uniform system of text-books is quite generally us^ ^' 
Kobinson^s Mathematics, Monteith and McNally's Geographies, Welc^*^ ® 
Grammar, and Sanders' Union Series of Readers, are now found '^^ 
nearly all the schools. 

The study of Intellectual Arithmetic is of late commanding the att( 
tion of all our best teachers and pupils ; and such teachers as are drill 
in the Institute, generally drill their classes in intellectual arithme* 
thoroughly. 

A Teachers' Institute was held in this district during October, cc 
tinning three weeks : the number of members in attendance was seven 
six. The exercises were conducted by Miss Olive A. Poni^, assisted 
Rev. E. P. Parsons, Rev. James B. Fisher, Prof. C. Townsend and 
Commissioner. 

The exercises were conducted, through the entire session, upon -fcfc® 
plan of a model school ; the members being divided into two clas ^^^® 
according to ability, both classes reciting at the same time. 

Instruction was given each day in written and intellectual arithme**^/ 
penmanship, geography, grammar, reading^, orthography, civil gov^x^a- 
znent, and occasionally object teaching. Prof. Townsend was pre»^^* 
three days, during which he gave instruction in Civil Government, s^xid 
Calisthenics, which added much interest to the session of the Instit^i't^* 
The Professor gave three lectures on the following subjects, viz : " Si^^^^ 
of Character," "Influence of Home and School Government," and "Civii 
Government ; " all of which were fully appreciated, and I can truly say 
that his visit with us was a success. Rev. E. Parsons, lectured upon 
" Object Teaching," and also upon "Words." Rev. Jas. B. Fisher lec- 
tured upon Object Teaching. When the session closed, all felt that it 
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^ad ^cen profitable to be present. Miss Pond received, as she merited, 
the i^i^d wishes of all present for her zeal in the cause of education. 

X«IBRARIE8. — The district libraries are of little account; but few of the 
\)ook8 are ever read. Some are kept in good condition, others nearly 
destroyed. The periodicals and private libraries furnish the reading matter 
most desired. 

School Apparatus is quite limited ; nearly all the school houses are ftir- 
nished with blackboards, some with globes and maps ; not one furnished as 
it should be. 
There are no Union Free Schools in my jurisdiction. 
Trustees. — About one-half of the districts elect one trustee, and in 
those districts the business is much more promptly attended to, and as a 
general thing, satisfaction given. 

The schools under the present system of school government, are becoming 
quite uniform ; teachers are striving to excel, and I am happy in being able 
to say that the schools are showing a decided progress. 

I Have tried to awaken a lively interest on the part of parents to visit 
tneir schools, and have to some extent succeeded, but yet there is a great 
aeal of disposition to stay away, and leave all for the teacher to attend 
^' I hope, however, this practice will soon go out of fashion. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HENRY C. NORTHAM, 
School Commissioner, 



LIVINGSTON COUNTY— First District. 

l^on. Y. M. EiCE, Superintendent of PuNic Instruction : 

I^ear Sir — In compliance with your- request that I should send you a 
*^texiient of facts pertaining to the schools of this district, as a record for 
^tur^ reference, the following Report is respectfully submitted : 

School Districts. — This district is composed of the towns of Avon, 
^^ledonia, Gonesus, Geneseo, Groveland, Livonia, Lima, Leicester and 
J^ort J and contains at the present time ninety-one school districts, most of 
'^bich are so bounded, and have the school houses so located, as to be con- 
^^Uient to the larger portion of the patrons of the schools. 

The reports of trustees have enabled me to make out the following tables, 
^'iicli show the receipts and payments of each town for the support of 
Schools daring the school year ending September 30, 1865 : 
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Receipts, 



TOWNS. 



Avon 

Caledonia. . 
Conesus. ... 
Geneseo •••( 
Groveland . 
Livonia. . . . , 

Lima 

Leicester . . 
York 



Total 



*9 

8 



PI *. 

O 1-4 



^o 



$6 04 

2 24 

12 76 

31 81 



43 69 

20 98 

3 84 

30 49 



$151 85 



2 te ► •» 
9 2.5 35 



$1,053 93 
612 16 
658 21 

1,033 05 
599 84 
895 54 

1,094 61 
770 96 

1,031 98 



$7,750 27 






$899 73 
392 80 
291 36 

1,074 58 
359 97 

1,093 15 
520 96 
508 55 
515 05 



$5,656 15 



O t^ »^ '^ 



► ja .s .a «p 
» o •* - 



-3 S « 



a 



o a 



8 9 • 



$1,590 04 

716 99 

546 49 

801 69 

513 32 

1,236 36 

1,026 55 

1,243 03 

1,881 18 



$638 20 
398 40 
614 50 
574 49 
1611 00 
517 25 
319 13 
253 00 
117 60 



$9,558 65 



$3,595 47 



o 
H 



$4,iaT 

3,122 
2,123 
3,51 d 

i,6se 

3,73S 
2,9B2 
2,782 
3,676 



«3 
.59 
^2 
€2 
13 
«9 
23 
2S 
20 



$26,712 39 



Payments. 



TOWNS. 


Amount paid 
to teachers. 


Amount paid 
for libraries. 


Am't paid for 
apparatus. 


a^l 


Am't paid for 
inoidentals. 


AmH remain- 
ing on hand 
Oct. 1, 1865. 


• 

H 


Avon 

Caledonia .. 
Conesus .... 
Geneseo .... 
Groveland.. 

Livonia 

Lima 

Leicester . . . 
York 


$3,301 90 
1,830 05 
1,815 59 
2,856 37 
1,360 35 
2,628 01 
2,440 58 
2,319 41 
3,049 46 


$2 21 

4 29 

3 61 

29 20 

13 22 

9 94 

28 60 

12 93 

21 26 


$0*75* 
*7*00* 


$297 85 

59 75 

94 15 

241 31 

66 37 

792 94 

100 .33 

148 05 

93 21 


$578 04 
226 26 
203 88 
379 41 
194 45 
330 07 
365 17 
293 75 
393 35 


$7 93 
2 24 
6 09 
8 58 
1 74 

25 03 

57 55 
8 24 

11 92 


$4,187 n 

2.122 59 

2.123 32 
3,515 62 
1,636 13 
3,786 99 
2,982 23 
2,782 38 
3,576 20 


Total 


$21,601 72 


$125 26 


$7 75 


$1,893 96 


$2,954 38 


$129 32 


$26,712 39 



Schools and School Visitations. — I have visited during the p»** 
year every school but one, and all but five have been visited twice, "wlauo 
many of them have been visited three or four times. In most district's 1 
have met trustees and patrons at the time of visitation, but in some pl»^®* 
trustees, patrons and all, appear to be indifferent, and care very li-'t^^® 
whether "school keeps or not.** I have not failed to notice the fact 't"*^ 
the best schools were generally found where the districts paid the best <^ ^®' 
pensation to teachers, and provided the most liberally for the wants o'£ *"® 
school room. As a general rule the town of Avon has supported the ^^^ 
schools during the past year, while I have found on the other hand * *"® 
town of Conesus supporting those of the least interest. 

District Boundaries. — I have searched in the offices of town cleric ^ ^^^ 
records of district boundaries, but find many districts have no reco''"^" 
bounds. I have, therefore, in accordance with the statute, re-bou^^'^" 
all the districts, and given to the clerks of the several towns compo^'^^ 
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I district a full description of the boundaries of the several districts 
ach town. 

'reb Schools. — There are none at the present time, but there is a pros- 
t of having at least two such schools before another year begins. I 
3t the day is not far distant when, imitating the example of some of 

sister States of the South, we may say, '' the Empire State, having 
^ since made all her people free^ now proclaims freedom to her 
ools." 

Private Schools. — There have been eleven private schools supported 
art of the time during the year, with an aggregate attendance of 144 
»ils. 

*iME OF School. — The whole time school was kept during the year is 
39 weeks and 2 days. The whole time scliool was kept during the 
r by teachers duly qualified , is 2,840 weeks and 2 days. Five dis- 
ts have failed to maintain a school, taught hy sl duly qualified teacher, 
twenty-eight weeks, and hence forfeit their claim to a share in the 
lie fund ; except, upon due consideration, it may be deemed proper to 
w to such districts their respective sums to which they would have 
I entitled, by acting in accordance with the statute. 
JPiLs. — There have been taught during the past year, in the district 
ols, 4,823 pupils of proper school age, to share in the benefit of the 
ic moneys. The whole amount expended for the support of schools 
e district is $21,601.12. The average cost of the schools, per scholar, 
.29. Of the State tax we have received the sum of $7,750.27 ; deduct- 
this last sum from the whole amount, and there remains $13,851.45 

by rate-bill or district tax. The average expense directly thus 
rnes $2.87 for one year's instruction to each pupil attending school. 
iTE-BiLLs. — While, upon an average, a man may send his children 
5bool by the payment of the labor of one day and a half in each year, 
the rate-bill is the first consideration in school matters. Teachers 
uestioned ability wUl sell their time, and put to use their one 
It, if they have one, to go through the routine of school duties, and 
, as a compensation, a sum hardly sufficient to pay their store bills, 
dread of a heavy rate-bill is the pretext for employing that class of 
hers. If the evil may be removed, by removing the cause of the 

let us hope and pray that ere long we shall see the wealth of the 
e used as a means to educate her people. 

PTENDANCE. — In many districts the new school law has had a tendency 
reduce a more regular attendance; while in some districts there is 
change for the better. The average daily attendance of resident 
Iren in the district is 2,101.943; of non-resident pupils, 58.102; of all 
Iren attending school, 2,160.045. The whole number of days' attend- 
J at school of all the children is 400,713. 

iSTRicT Libraries. — According to reports of trustees, there are at the 
«nt time 10,688 volumes in the district libraries; these are valued 
»4,968. This system of furnishing reading matter for the public has 
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had its day, and no longer fulfills its original design. In almost every 
district the general opinion is that the district library is a public nui- 
sance. Could these books be sold, and the receipts appropriated to the 
purchase of maps, globes and different kinds of school apparatus, it 
would be far better for the interest of the schools. The maps, globes, 
&c , are greatly needed, and would be of daily use in the schools; whUd 
the libraries are nothing more than a dusty, dirty, torn collection of use- 
less books. 

School Houses. — There are ninety-four school houses in this distrio^i 
many of which I would condemn as unfit for school purposes. Ithi"*^'^ 
nearly every person of good judgment, upon examination, will vouch f ^^ 
the correctness of the statement made in the following table as to fc-J^ 
appropriateness of the school buildings for the purposes designed: 

Good houses. Passable houses. Unfit for i^^^ 

Avon has 2 7 4 

Caledonia has 2 2 3 

Conesus has . . 4 6 

Geneseo has 1 2 9 

Groveland has 3 3 1 

Livonia has. .. ••• 6 3 3 

Lima has 4 3 3 

Leicester has 3 4 3 

York has 3 5 6 

There are of this number eighty frame houses, nine of brick, four < 
stone, and surely as my pen traces the line of this sheet to record fcli 
fact, there still remains one built of unsawed lumber, presenting to ^^ 
eye of the passer-by the appearance of once being the home of on© (■ 
the early pioneers. But while I record the fact that so many houses s^r 
unfit for school purposes, I am pleased to record this other fact, tb a 
several of these old, worn-out ** shells " are to give place another seaso: 
to new and more commodious buildings. The total valuation of sch-oc 
houses and lots, as reported by the trustees, is $48,500 — a sum larg 
enough, most surely, and yet a sum by far too small, were all the hous^ 
and lots what they should be. 

Teachers. — There have been 201 teachers employed in the school 
during the past year; 205 of these teachers were duly qualified, accoi*^ 
ing to law. Of qualified teachers, 39 were males, and 166 feraal^^ 
About three-four til 8 of the teachers employed were females, who, wb^ 
the ** boys" went singing, ** we are coming. Father Abraham," wen*> * 
work in the school room with the determination to do their best, ** *^ 
Johnny comes marching home." 

There has been great improvement in the system of teaclii^- 
within the last three or four years. Teachers are beginning to app^^ 
ciate well organized schools, and are using all the means at their oo^ 
mand to become masters of their art. It has been but a few years ±1^^ 
our common schools were taught by any who designed to make teacbi'^i 
a profession. It is now no uncommon thing to see those engaged as i^ 
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structors in the common schools who design to make teaching a life 
work. Many of those who have formerly assumed that they were quali- 
fied to teach, without ever having thought that the teacher's calling 
required a special preparation, are beginning to feel that to become a 
successful teacher preparation beforehand is just as necessary to the 
teacher as to those who seek to adorn any other profession or trade. Com 
munities are not so well satisfied with *' quack " teachers as they once 
were. Professional teachers are called for, and in many places no others 
will be employed, except when some old ** fogy" or " penny-wise, pound 
foolish" mortal is by accident, elected trustee. 

Now, sir, while there is a demand for professional teachers, a demand 
for thoroughly qualified instructors to act as public benefactors, there 
should be better opportunities oflFered, cU the public expense, to educate 
laborers who are to toil for the public good. 

We need a Normal school in Livingston county. With two railroads 
from the south, one from the north, one from the west, and one from the 
east, Avon becomes an enviable place in which to locate such a schooL 
The teachers of Western New York would hail such an institution as a 
great blessing. May we not look to you, sir, as the chief educational 
magistrate of this proud State, and expect that you will set in motion 
some project to give to 'js, in the smiling valley of the Genesee, what 
has been so long needed, and for which the teachers in this part of the 
State will ever hold you in grateful remembrance. 

Normal Students. — This district has had ten representatives in the 
Normal School at Albany during the past year, and at the present time 
there is a fair prospect of an increased number at the opening of the 
'^ext term. This district has also had one representative in the Training 
School at Oswego, and when arrangements are completed to give teach- 
ers a full course of instruction in all the branches of study necessary for 
the common school, I believe that Livingston county will be prompt to 
s^nd its representative. 

Text-books. — ^We have a uniform series of text books throughout the 
district. The books in use are Sanders' New Speller and Definer, Sanders' 
'-'Jiion Readers, Kobinson's Series of Mathematics, Mitchell's New Series 
^ Geographies, Clark's and Brown's Grammars, Lossing's History and 
'* ells' Philosophy. I have secured this uniform series at the expense of 
^^ch tune and labor. I am also indebted to the teachers for their hearty 
^^operation in making this very desirable change. 

School Appaeatus. — Every school house, however poor, has a black- 

oard. There are twenty districts that are supplied with globes, and others 

^ve maps, but they are old and worn out to such an extent as to be almost 
^elesu. 

* ARirgxEES. — There are sixty districts that have adopted the one trustee 

system, and thirty-one that still hold to the idea that three are necessary 

^ do what one can just as well accomplish. The principal reason that I 

ear advanced for retaining three is, that the district may be protected 
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against the fault of one trustee in hiring at times some relative. Tbe 
statute now protects a district in this respect, and it should also, in my 
opinion, provide for but one trustee. The ** Reports of Trustees," proved 
emphatically to be "false reports," as only five per cent, of them were cor- 
rect. I met the trustees of each town after receiving reports from toM 
clerks, and corrected reports before attempting to make therefrom an 
abstract for the Department. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Teachers' Institute at Mount Morris was 
a most interesting one, aside from the inconvenience of a small hall. 

The Commissioners of this county have long believed that a more pro- 
tracted session of th« Institute would be productive of great good to the 
teachers of the county. Accordingly they determined to try the experi- 
ment, and the success of their efforts has proved to a certainty that such 
Institutes when properly conducted, are more valuable to the teacher than 
a term of school. 

The Institute continued in session during a term of six weeks. The first 
three weeks was wholly under the supervision of the Commissioners, who 
daily heard recitations in spelling, reading, geography, intellectual and prac- 
tical arithmetic, algebra, grammar, rhetoric, history and civil government. 
Aside from these recitations, short lectures were given daily for the pur- 
pose of convincing teachers of the necessity of understanding the true 
object of education; of understanding that upon which he is called to 
operate ; of understanding that with which he operates ; of understanding 
how to operate, and how to manage and govern a school. 

The last three weeks were indirectly under the supervision of the Com- 
missioners, but more directly under the direction of the officers of the 
*' Livingston County Institute," an association formed in June last, with a 
constitution that provides for three sessions annually. The first week rf 
these last named sessions was under the direction of Prof. Jones, Vic® 
President of the County Institute, and Principal of the Danville Seminary. 
Great credit is due to Prof. Jones, who left his own school to come to 
Mount Morris to aid the teachers in their work. He gave instruction j)nw- 
cipcdly in grammar and physical geography, yet his talents were not devo- 
ted wholly to these studies. His excellent advice to teachers, I trust, will 
be long remembered. 

The next week Prof. James H. Hoose, President of the County Insb- 
tute, and Professor of Mathematics in Genesee Wesleyan Seminary ^ 
Lima, made his appearance, to the gratification of the members of the 
Institute. Few, indeed, are the teachers who possess the zeal and energy 
of Prof. Hoose. Fortunate are those Institutes that can secure his ser- 
vices. He has secured one hundred and forty-five subscribers to the New 
York Teacher from this county. I would hardly know how to conduct ao 
Institute without him, for he never misses a teachers' gathering. 

Other persons from abroad gave valuable instruction. Prof. ChaBI'^^ 
W. Sanders, of New York, was teacher of elocution, and gave soxft^ 
pleasant readings, to the gratification of his audience. Ex-CommissioD^ 
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lANCis, of Lima, was present several days, and aided in the class 
traction of the day. 

tfiss Jennie Cameron, of York, a graduate of the Oswego Training 
lool, added very much to the interest of the Institute, by the illustra^ 
ns she gave of the manner of teaching as practiced in that school. 
'rof. L. C. Clapp, of Groveland, conducted daily exercises in music, 
is part of the routine of daily exercises constituted no small part in 
lustitute programme. All felt convinced, that at an Institute as well 
any other place, 

^' Music hath charms." 

\\it the most attractive part in the Institute exercises was tliat taken 
Miss H. L. D. Potter, of Albany. Iler instruction was most valuable 
the teachers, and of the mo8t interesting character to out-siders. 
r readings were listened to with unusual interest, and elicited the 
ilause of hundreds who heard her. 

lesidos the class instructions of the day, the evening came round, 
iging with it lectures of more than ordinary interest from the follow- 
named persons ; Hon. V. M. Rice, of Albany ; Edward Danforth, of 
•y ; Rev. W. R. Irish, of Geneseo ; D. W. Noyes, Esq., of Dansville ; 
»f. S. A. Lattimore, of Lima ; Rev. J. Jones, of Geneseo ; Prof. C. W, 
TDERS, of New York ; Prof J. H. Hoose, of Lima. Robert H. Fenn, 
"Blind Poef of Rochester, recited one of his pleasing poems, filling 
the time of an evening to the great delight of his listeners, 
'^aluable prizes were awarded for the best exhibitions of scholarship, 
ill the branches usually taught in the common school. Take it as a 
ole, the Institute was a success, and reflects great credit upon the 
cheis of the county. 

'Ehixaries. — There are two in this district : Genesee Wesleyan Semi- 
yat Lima, and Geneseo Academy, at Geneseo. Both of these insti- 
ions are in a very flourishing condition at the present time, 
irenesee Wesleyan Seminary is under the Principalship of Rev. 
iRLEs W. Bennett, A. M. The Institution has connected with it three 
ieties : the Genesee Lyceum, the Amphictyou, and the Ladies' Lit- 
ry Society. These societies have each a choice library of valuable 
is; they number in the aggregate, 1,500 volumes. Connected with 
Genesee Lyceum and Amphictyon Societies are reading rooms, fur- 
led with the best Journals and Reviews of the day. The Philhar- 
aic Society is now fully established, with about one hundred perform- 
merabers. This society has a Musical Library of 1,000 volumes. 
J Teachers^ Department of this Institution, I am pleased to say, is 
let the control of Prof. Hoose, who has fulfilled the duties of his posi- 
i to the entire satisfaction of parties interested. I am pleased to say 
' Professor has sent out some of the best teachers; those who are an 
fior to the profession, and an honor to the Institution that prepared 
iui for their noble work. 

lAssem. No. 90.] 13 
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The Geneseo Academy is under the principalship of Rev. John Jones, 
a man eminently qualified to fill the position be holds. The institution 
has never been in a more thriving condition than it is at the present 
time. The Institution has a choice library of over 6,000 volumes. There 
are two Literary Societies connected with the Academy: The"Theta 
Chi Society," and the " Young Men's Association ; " each of which has 
a new and beautiful hall, and a well selected library. The Teacher'^ 
Department is under the charge of Prof. Jones, and I am safe in saying 
that it never before had a more eflBcient leader, or one who took agreate 
interest in making it successful. As a whole, few districts can boa.£ 
of better Seminaries of learning than this. 

Genesee College, located at Lima, is a young but thriving institutioi 
Rev. John W. Lindsay, D. D. is President. There are two Litera^T 
Societies connected with the College, the libraries of which, togetlic 
with the College Library, number about 5,000 volumes. 

Commissioner's Duties. — So far as I have known my duty, I have en 
deavored faithfully to perform it. I have devoted my whole time to the 
business of the office, and find to perform strictly all its duties, the posi- 
tion is an onerous one. I deem the meager salary of $500, for the faith- 
ful performance of the Commissioner's duties, too small a sum to offer 
any inducement to him " to act well his part." I have made 200 visita- 
tions to the schools during the past year ; traveled 2,500 miles to per- 
form my labors ; expended for necessary expenses (during the past two 
years) three hundred and fifty dollars more than I have received ; lost 
many friends, by attending to my own business^ and all this for little 
honor and less pay. 

But, sir, with all these discouragements, there is created no despon- 
dency on my part. I long since learned that he who aims to shoot above 
all obstacles and difficulties, will often come short of his mark. With a 
deep feeling of the responsibility resting upon me, and a heart swelling 
with interest for the cause in which I am engaged, I cheerfully perform 
each day's allotted duties. When I hear or read of the prophecies of a 
bright and happy future, and behold with the eye of faith the beautiful 
pictures drawn by inspiration ; when I see how perfect are all of Na- 
ture's laws, ; when I see organic and inorganic nature each performing 
the various purposes designed in its creation ; when I behold tb^ 
hosts in the starry world moving through space with utmost accuracy I 
when I know that Nature is man's great moral teacher, I cannot believe 
that to neglect my duty will ever hasten the day when order and har- 
mony shall be reinstated in the world of thought, and the perverted 
mind be restored to rectitude. I stop not to ask when that day shall 
come, but do believe that, as one of the brotherhood of teachers, my 
action will help to hasten or retard that day. As teachers^ we must 
take the light we have and diffuse it, that others be not compelled to 
grope in darkness. We must endeavor to hasten the day when "the 
heart of the fathers shall be turned to the children, and the heart of ^ 
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c\uld:cn to their fathers." We must strive to hasten that day when " the 
uevr risen Sun of Righteousness shall spread the healing of his wings 
over the earth, to make it a delightsome land.'' 

Allow me, in conclusion, to express my thanks to you, and all others 
who have aided mo in various ways in the peiformance of my duties. 

Yours very truly, 

S.ARNOLD TO ZER, 
Geneseo, Jan, 15, 1866. School Commissioner, 



LIVINGSTON COUNTY.— Second District. 

Dansville, N. Y., Jan, 12, 1866. 
Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

I respectfully submit the following Report of the condition of the 
schools in District No. 2, Livingston county : 

Common Schools. — The number of lawful school age residing in this 
Commissioner district, is 6,112 ; of whom 4,277 have attended school 
dmiiig the past year. The average daily attendance, however, has been 
hut 1,904 ; which shows that there has been some very serious obstruc- 
tion to constant attendance and full schools. My observations in this 
direction convince me that a lack of parental control aflFects the attend- 
ance at the schools. By conversing with teachers, I find that there are 
m every school district some families in which the children govern them- 
^ves, so far as school-going is concerned. From such families come our 
"Young Americas." How to remedy this evil, I am unable to advise. 
Whether it belongs to the parents, the teacher, the preacher, or 
the civil law, to find a remedy and apply it, I will not decide, but I do 
protest against so much truancy among the children of lawful school 
*&e. Perhaps a law compelling each child to attend school 28 weeks in 
each year, until of a certain age, would remedy the diflBculty. 

Rate-bills. — In my opinion, rate-bills affect the attendance at the 
schools more than all other causes combined. I am thoroughly con- 
^nced that the average daily attendance at our schools might be 
^creased 25 per cent, in the rural districts, and 50 per cent, in the vil- 
l^ges, by the abolishment of rate-bills. There is a growing sentiment 
^^ favor of dispensing with this relict of an incipient school system. 
Why not raise the money which is now raised by rate-bills, by a general 
poll-tax on all the citizens of the State ? There are 850,000 voters in 
tWs State. A tax of one dollar on each voter, would raise $850,000. 
hast year the amount of money raised by rate-bill was nearly $430,000 ; 
,^tich, taken from the above amount, leaves a surplus of $420,000 to 
^tain as a permanent school fund, the interest of which shall be applied 
^ the support of schools. There is no citizen of the " Empire State" 
^no cannot afford to pay his yearly tax of one dollar, to aid the State 
*^ providing a free education for every child within its limits. These 
"^ggestions are submitted without further comment. 
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School Houses. — Three log lionsos pcracc my district ; one of these 
vr'\\\ give place to a new frame building the coming summer ; the other 
two are claimed to he " comfortahle" yet. There are also four brick 
school houses, three of wiiicii are good buildings ; the fourth is a small 
"octagon," which will soon give place to a better one. The remainder 
of the school houses are frame buildings, about one half of which are 
well adapted to the purposes of instruction. There has been one 
excellent house built in the town of Portage (the old one was con- 
demned), and also one in the town of Spring water. Arrangements for 
building new houses next summer are being made in several districts. 
I think that the law perniitting the Commissioners to condemn old schooL 
houses, an excellent one, but the people in this district are quite active 
to evade it; for whenever I have intimated that the supervisor and 
myself w^ould make an official visit to a certain district soon, the 
inhabitants of that district have met, and taken measures to ** subvert 
the law," and make said official visit invalid. Happy subversion I I 
hope that every school district in the State will thus defy this particular 
statute, and ** bring it to naught," by erecting new, or repairing the 
old school houses. The chagrin experienced on being thus thwarted, is 
a great satisfaction to me. 

All the school houses are supplied with blackboards, but they are 
generally too small for the schools to be fully benefited by them. About 
three-fourths of them have maps or charts of some kind, while not one 
in every fifteen have a globe or any other apparatus. About one-half .. 
of them have dictionaries. The school rooms are all warmed by stoves, 
and they are generally ventilated by lowering the window sash. 

Sites. — These vary from one acre to nothing ; 19 are inclosed by 

• 

fences, 60 have wood houses, and 64 have other out-houses. I have 
called the attention of teachers, officers and patrons, to these specific 
objects, and the efi^ect is apparent in the improved condition of the same. 
Text-books. — One year ago, we could boast of text-Dooks of nearly 
as many different kinds as have been published for the last 50 years. This 
year we have- an almost uniform series of text-books in all the 
schools of this district. The books introduced are those adopted bj 
the teachers at the Institute, held in our county in the fall of 1864:, 
consisting of Sanders^ New Speller, and New Union Readers; Robinson * 
Mathematics; MitchelPsNew Series of Geographies; Brown's and Clark ^ 
Grammars ; Lossing's Histories ; Young's Government Class-book, aP^ 
the Spencerian Penmanship. This uniformity has been secured by p^^' 
severing efforts on my part, and by the earnest co-operation of tl*^ 
teachers. Patrons have cheerfully incurred the expense of new boolci^» 
whenever they have understood the objects of the change. Now, wh<5i^ 
a pupil removes from one district to another, he is not obliged to g"^* 
new books to use in the " new school.' ' I hope that our school law vri* 
place the power of prescribing the text-books to be used in the school^' 
ID the hands of the school Commissioners, or some other county officeiT^ 
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Vbere it shoiild be. The law authorizing the trustees to exercise this 
power, is of no benefit whatever to tlie schools of this county. I have, 
yet to find the trustees who will take the responsibility to make the 
prescription. 

Studies. — The studies pursued are Reading*, Spelling, Writing, Arith-; 
metic, Algebra, Geometry, Grammar, History and Geography, with a few 
popile in Natural Philosophy and Civil Government. ; 

Age OF Pupils. — The ages cf the pupils are generally from six to 17. 
[ years, while a few are younger and a few older than the ages mentioned. 
Progress. — An increased interest in the schools is manifested by a 
much larger attendance than during the previous j'car. The closing of 
the war has doubtless had an effect on the attendance during the past 
snmmer. Previously, the great struggle in maintaining our national 
character and existence caused the people, to some extent, to neglect the 
interests of education; but with the return of peace, the proper spirit has 
again revived. Some important changes in the school law have also had 
the effect to stimulate the people to action. I have also, by lectures, by 
writing for the county papers, and by conversing with the patrons of 
schools, endeavored to arouse all classes to the importance of sustaining 
the common schools of our district; and I am gratified that the efiect of 
these efforts is apparent. Many of the teachers have received Insti- 
tute instruction, and have become better qualified to teach than for- 
merly; which has aided very much in the progress of our schools. 

Urgent wants. — ^Better arranged school rooms ; more apparatus for 
illustration, and more teachers who know how to use them, better quaH- 
fi^d teachers in all respects; a more public spirit in relation to schools, and 
Borne law or regulation by which a more genercal and constant attendance 
can be secured. Another want is, that the law be so altered that all 
property shall be taxed for school purposes in the district in which it 13^^ 
situated, and not in contiguous districts. The absorption by many 
wealthy men of all the land adjoining them, has been very detrimental 
to some districts. 

Teachers. — The proportion of male to female teachers is about one to 
six. During the winter, males have received from $5 to $10 per week, 
^^^ females from $3 to $6 per week, exclusive of board. In the summer, 
females have been paid from $2 to $6 per week, exclusive of board. 
Average wages in winter of males, $7.28 per week; of females, $4.35 per 
^eek; in the summer, females $3.42 per week. But very few of the 
teachers teach more than five days for a week. 

The most of the teachers of this district have attended the County In- 
stitute, and have thus been well instructed in the principles of their 
profession. A few, however, **did not intend to teach at the time the 
institute was in session," or " did not hear of the Institute until it had 
closed;" while four had to stay at home "to have their teeth filled." 
^tt disposing of such applicants, I have usually concluded that the fir 
class had better keep their "intention not to teach" good; that 
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second class had not energy and enterprise sufficient to teach a good 
school, or the J would have heard of our Institute, which continued six 
weeks, and which was noticed several times iu all of the county papers; 
and that the teeth of the third class were too unsound to justify roe in 
granting them certificates. 

Examinations. — I generally require written examinations, but always 
examine the candidates orally sufficient to ascertain their ability to in- 
struct, command of language, &c. Teachers are usually best prepared i 
to teach arithmetic and algebra, and are the most deficient in reading 
and grammar. About one-third of them have read some work on the 
theory and practice of teaching ; and about one-half of them take some 
educational journal, generally the New York Teacher. 

Certificates. — I have granted 208 certificates ; 66 of them were re- 
issues to the same persons to whom I had granted certificates for a short 
time; making really but 142 persons who have received licenses. The 
grade and duration of these certificates are as follows: 

36 Third Grade, 6 months. 

6 " ** 1 year. 

24 Second *' 6 months. 
67 *' " 1 year. 

5 First " 1 " 

4 ** " 3 " 

• 

The practice of commencing a school without a license, and then get- 
ting a certificate out of sympathy, has become obsolete in this district, 
and will probably remain so for a year to come at least. 

The demand for teachers of higher qualifications has been in excess of 
the supply. I have been obliged to allow teachers of ordinary ability to 
teach some schools, where a much higher grade was needed and asked 
for. I trust that this state of things will not Icng continue. But t^^ 
Normal students have been teaching within the past year, and b^* 
one of these is a graduate. Their success in teaching is sufficient pro^* 
of the superiority of the Normal over the common methods of instrti^^ 
tion. 

Academies. — The Dansville Seminary, in the village of Dansville, i^ ^ 
first class institution, and is in a flourishing condition. The Princip^* 
Joseph Jones, A. B., is an active, energetic, and faithful teacher, and ^ 
gentleman worthy in all respects of the position which he fills. Tt^^ 
number of students last year was 231. The Faculty consists of sev^^ 
professors and teachers, all well qualified for the departments to whi^^ 
they are assigned. There is an extensive apparatus and a well select^^ 
library. The Teachers' Class of this fall was the best one ever formed ^^ 
this institution. The facilities for acquiring a thorough scientific ax*^ 
classical knowledge, and a knowledge of music and painting, are t^^' 
surpassed by any institution of the kind in the State. 

There is also an Academy at Mount Morris, connected with the Uni<^^ 
Free School of that village. I have no figures or memoranda from whi<^^ 



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 199 

to make a report. It is, however, in a floarishing condition, and worthj 
of patronage. 

Private Schools. — There were ten private schools in this district, in- 
cluding one Parochial School at Dansviile, with an aggregate attendance 
of 292 papils. 

Union Free Schools. — The Union Free School in the village of Moant 
Morris is the only one in this district, and is the most successful school 
in the district. The cost per pupil in constant attendance at this school 
for the past year, has boen $3.78 less than in the village of Nunda, and 
$4.85 less than in the village of Dansviile; which is a strong argument 
in favor of the Union Free School system. 1 have no idea, however, 
that it will ever be generally adopted in the rural districts, so long as a 
two-third majority is requisite for its accomplishment. Men are too 
mercenary generally to vote money out of their pockets, to pay the 
tuition bills of their poor neighbors. 

Trustees. — Each year, the people are more in favor of having but one 
trustee. But one-fourth of the districts at present have three trustees. 
iNSTrruTEs. — ^A County Institute was held at Geneseo on the 23d and 
Uih of June, 1865, when a permanent organization was effected. I have 
not the secretary's report, and cannot give the number in attendance; 
l>nt there was a good representation from nearly every town in the 
^OQty. In the Circulars issued by the Commissioners, teachers wer« 
requested to prepare answers to the following questions : 

"How many pupils did you have the first day of the term? 

How many pupils' names did you have on the Register, June 22, 1866 ? 

*^hat has been the average attendance of your school ? 

How many classes do you hear recite each day? 

How many classes have you in reading, spelling, writing, geography, 
JJjtellectual arithmetic, written arithmetic, algebra, grammar, analysis, 
history and philosophy f 

Have you classes in other branches than those named f 

^o you have declamation and composition in your school ? 

•^t what hours do you commence and close the labors of the school 
roona? 

Do you allow whispering? 

Do your pupils stand or sit while reciting ? 

Do your pupils recite by the question, or by the topic method ? 

How many minutes do you devote to the respective classes ? 

Have you a globe or maps; and if so, do you make any use of them? 

What is the condition of your school house and grounds ? 
, A.re there any points in imparting instruction, or in school govern- 
ment, upon which you desire information ? If so, state them." 

"fhe discussion of questions arising from the teachers' reports on the 
ahove, was spirited and instructive, and the information imparted was 
^cry beneficial to all. Lectures were also given by Profs. Jones and 
McKiNLEY of Geneseo, and Prof. Hoose of Lima. 

Last fall, the Institute commenced September 25, at Mount Morris, 
^^ continued six weeks. This was by far the most profitable Institute 
ever held in this county. A six weeks' Institute was to us an experi- 
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ment, but I am gratified to be able to report that its success exceeded 
our most sanguine expectations. The first week, about 70 attended; 
but the number gradually increased until over 300 names were enrolled, 
and the interest increased in the same ratio. The first three weeks were 
devoted to class instruction by the Commissioners. The teachers were 
divided into two classes, "A" and " B "; one of us taught Class "A" one 
day and Class "B'' the next, alternating. Two halls, opening into each 
other in the same building, were used, so that both classes were in 
session at the same time. Our labors were divided as follows: Com- 
missioner TozER taught written arithmetic, algebra, spelling, grammar, 
and rhetoric; I taught mental arithmetic, history, civil government, 
geography and reading. Regular lessons were assigned and recited. 
Sub-lectures were also given each morning by one of the CommissionerB, 
while both classes were in general assembly. Both classes also cot^* 
vened at three o^clock p. m. each day for the whole six weeks, and wer^ 
taught for one hour the science and practice of music by Prof. L. ^• 
Clapp, of Groveland. This exercise was attended with happy resul't *' 
and I shall never again willingly dispense with music at our Institut^^*' 

During the last three weeks of the session, class exercises in the va 
ous' sciences were conducted by the Commissioners; by Prof. J. H. Eooi 
of Lima; Prof. Joseph Jones, of Dansville; Prof. C. W. Sanders, of N( 
York; Miss H. L. D. Potter, of Saratoga Springs; Miss Jennie L. Cai 
RON (Object Teacher), of York; F. B. Francis, Esq., of Lima; Edwai 
Danforth, Esq., of Troy; and Com. Joseph Tozier, of Monroe count -' 
Lectures were also given upon various topics pertaining to educatio ^ 
by Hon. V. M. Rice, of Albany; Edward Danforth, Esq., of Troy; Prc::^ 
Q, W. Sanders, of New York; Prof. James H. Hoose, of Lima; Rev. 
Jones, of Geneseo; Rev. VV. N. Irish, of Geneseo; D. W. Noyes, Escn^ 
of Dansville; and Prof. Latimore, of Lima. Public Readings were al -^ 
given by Miss H. L. D. Potter and Prof. Sanders, and Prize Readings t^J 
the teachers of the county. Robert H. Fenn, Esq. (Blind Poet), o^ 
Rochester, also recited a fine poem entitled *' Our Inconsistencies*^ 
Besides the prize given for the best public reading by the teachers of tTje 
county, separate prizes were given for the best declamation; the hc^^t 
examination in mathematics, geography, intellectual philosophy, English 
and American history, common arithmetic, and school law; for the best 
essay upon the question, **Are men responsible for their opinions ?'' to 
the twelve most successful teachers in the county; and also a school 
house bell and fixtures to the school district making the most improve- 
ments in school buildings and grounds. The strife for the prizes ren- 
dered the exercises very exciting at times, but the contest was carried 
on with that generous spirit of rivalry which makes the strife pleasant. 
The teachers were regular and punctual in attendance. 

Commissioner's Labors. — I have made 193 inspections of schools, 56 
visits to districts at other times; held examinations in each town iov 
i^'j days; attended two Institutes, one of two days, the other six weeks; 
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spent four weeks preparing for said Institutes; examined and acted upon 
applications for the alteration of school districts ; settled difRculties, 
apportioned the school money; carried on an extensive correspondence; 
distributed blank reports and circulars to trustees; collected and cor- 
rected the trustees' reports and made a report therefrom to the Depart- 
meut at Albany; delivered a number of lectures at different places in 
my district; published notices in the county papers, prepared articles 
pertaining to schools for publication ; issued 1,000 circulars of various 
ainds to trustees and teachers, besides examining a great man}' appli- 
cants for licenses at my home. 

J have devoted all of my time, and labored as hard as possible to per- 

^orm the duties of my office, and yet there is a vast amount of labor to 

P^^^ovm in the future; and though the Commissioner's salary is a poor 

^enniiieration for his labors, I mean to toil on so long as I hold the office. 

-^''ow me to thank you for the many words of encouragement which 

^ave received from you during the past year. 

ISAAC C. LUSK, 

School Commissioner. 



MADISON COUNTY— First District. 

Erieville, Jan. 30. 1866. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

"Dear Sir — At your request, I have hastily made up and forward to you 
& " written Report" relating to the present condition of the schools of 
t\\i8 district. 

Owing to important changes in the school law, and the introduction 
of new and improved methods of teaching, our schools are in a compara- 
tive profiperous condition. In fact, in regard to conducting recitation 
exercises, we have effected an almost entire rev(;lution. Those engaged 
in spelling, who are sufficiently advanced, are required to write out the 
words on slates, instead of spelling orally as heretofore; and occasionally 
some member of a class in reading or spelling is required to give the 
iBalysis of a single word, stating whether the word be a monosyllable, 
^syllable, trisyllable or polysyllable; giving the accented syllable; de- 
fining accent ; distinguishing between accent and emphasis ; formed in 
part by prefixes or suffixes, with definition of each, simple or compound, 
primitive or derivative, &c.; then each letter in succession ; if a conso- 
^^Dt or impure tone, giving the sound, the name of the organ also by 
^feh the sound is made; if ever a substitute, naming the letter or com- 
^iiiation of letters for which it may be substituted, &c. By this course, 
^^ey soon obtain a practical knowledge of orthography. Those in read- 
^^ classes are required to criticise each other, and correct mistakes, not 
^^^y in the " calling of words^^^ but in the observance of pauses, articula- 
^on, inflectiona, emphasis, personation and expression. Those in gram- 
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roar not only learn rules, but are required to apply thera and prove their 
work, and are never allowed under any circumstances to guess. Those 
in mathematics are required not only to go through a formal solution of 
each example, but to assign a reason for each and every operation ; why 
they add, subtract, multiply or divide, as the case may be, for the pur- 
pose of giving the pupil a knowledge of the principles upon which spe- 
cific rules are founded. In geography, a map, especially the outline 
of the country or section of country they are describing, is drawn on 
the board by some one of the class, and explained. By these changes, 
we have been able to make our teaching practical; and those engaged in ] 
those branches obtain a knowledge so thorough, that at the commence- 
ment of each term they can begin where they left off^ and continue their 
studies, instead of reviewing often and going over the same ground for 
successive terms. 

As the new law gives the trustees of each district a larger margin 
for repairs, our school houses are being improved and made more com- 
fortable, and furnished with necessary apparatus. Trustees and parents 
make more frequent visits, and a more lively and growing interest 
seems to prevail generally. 

During the past year there has been an increased demand for first 
class teachers ; and as we have only a small surplus of all grades, we 
have been under the necessity of importing to supply the demand : as a 
consequence, our schools at the present time are in charge of competent 
and experienced teachers, which tells favorably in their general good 
management. 

Our most " urgent wants " at the present time are a uniformity in 
text-books and school material. In visiting schools during the present 
winter term, I found one school numbering 29 on the register with an 
attendance at the time of 18, where the teacher had organized ten read- 
ing classes I Although this may be regarded as an extreme case, the 
variety of textbooks is certainly a serious evil, and calls loudly for some 
action in the premises 

At our last Institute an agent of a publishing house (Ivison, PmNNSi::^ 
& Co.,) proposed to supply all the schools in the county with a series o:^ 
suitable and meritorious books at one-half the retail price, and receiv ^ 
in exchange all their old books at a fair value, and would supply ih,^ 
retail dealers with a full stock of books for future supply. . This prop^:>. 
sition was made on condition that the Commissioners would indorse th^« 
movement; but owing to conflicting interests among book publishe 
which seemed to extend to some of our principal teachers, and the 
being some doubts with us as to the propriety of the course, we respect -t- 
fully declined for the time to enter into any such arrangement. Now x "n 
regard to this matter, we want your advice. Shall we, or can we, tal^e 
any action by which a uniformity of text-books will be secured ? 

I have said that we wanted school material. This is emphatically tl» « 
case in the rural districts. This portion of the county is well adapter ^ 
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to grazing purposes; and the resident farmers have been for a long time 
successfully engaged in stock-raising, wool-growing and the making of 
butter and cheese. As they have increased in thrift and wealth, they 
have shown a disposition to enlarge their farms : and to such an extent 
has this been carried, that in some school districts, wliere 15 or 20 years 
ago tbey numbered 75 or 80 children at school, at the present time they 
are barely able to maintain a public existence, numbering from 5 or 6 up 
to 70 or 80. Their peculiar situation (in view of the condition of roads) 
is such that it is impossible to consolidate, or to make any arrangement 
by which they can enjoy anything like respectable school- privileges. 
On the other hand, our village schools are well attended ; and the rural 
inhabitants ofttimes feel under the necessity of sending their children 
away to the village school, to enjoy privileges denied them at home. 
For these causes, great inequality exists among our school districts, as 
to numbers, average attendance, and in fact in all the essential elements 
of a school. 

The Union School at Hamilton is deservedly popular as a model school; 
and although invaluable to us in furnishing a limited supply of thorough 
teachers, is affecting unfavorably the surrounding districts. To coun- 
teract this, I have been laboring (on the principle of ** provoking each 
other to good works "), through our teachers, to make these small weak 
districts to all intents and purposes union schools, by introducing the 
same methods of thorough teaching and study; with what success, time 
alone will determine. 

Our Annual County Institute was held at Morris villc in September 
last. Prof. Sherrill, of the Hamilton Union School, and Prof. Harring- 
ton, of Canastota, were employed as teachers. Although the attendance 
was not large, yet in all the essential requisites, perfect order, good at- 
tention and thorough instruction, we believe this Institute to be the best 
ever held in Madison county. 

In the discharge of my official duties, I have received the hearty co- 
operation of trustees, town oflScers, and friends of education generally; 
and during the four years of desolating war (now happily brought to a 
c^ose), I have felt, that from my peculiar position, great and weighty 
responsibilities rested on me. And while our legislators and executive 
officials have been in constant conflict with mature minds in combating 
treason, it has been mine to instill into the youthful mind sentiments of 
loyalty and patriotism, so that when this large and wicked class of rebel 
sympathisers shall have passed away, our glorious Constitution, with its 
free, civil and religious institutions, will rest for support on those who 
^"1 appreciate their worth, and who will be willing to make any and 
®very sacrifice for their maintenance and perpetuity. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HARRISON BURGESS, 
Corner First District Madison County. 
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MADISON C(3UXTY.— Sfxond District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice : 

Dear Sir — The Second Commissioner District of Madison county 
consists of the towns of Gazenovia, Fenner, Lenox, Smithfield, Stocl 
bridge and Sullivan. Of the whole number of school houses, ninetee 
are unfit for use, especially in the winter time. There are twenty-foi 
with the old style desk nailed all around the sides of the school-rooi 
and eighteen have no out-buildings whatever. Out of 7,501 persons 
school age, 6,421 have attended the schools more or less during tl 
year. There are 940 less persons of school age than there were thr 
years ago ; 905 less than there were two years ago, and 668 less th{ 
there were one year ago. 

I occasionally find children in school who have no books whateve 
their parents being too poor to do more than to indifferently clott 
and feed them. On one occasion, where children of this class wei 
present, I asked the teacher how they were benefited by attending th 
school. He replied that they learned something by hearing the othe 
pupils recite, and that he gave them as much personal attention as h< 
could consistently. He said that they ought to be encouraged to com< 
to school, where they could learn something, even without books, anc 
that he was willing to spend extra time and labor in giving their 
instruction. His was the sacrificing, grand, sublime spirit of the tru( 
teacher. How such a spirit warms and thrills and encourages anothei 
in the work and labor for the cause of humanity I Is it not a disgrace 
that such instances of destitution, above referred to, should exist ever 
in our wealthy rural districts ?* Would it not be well for our Legisla- 
ture to make provisions by which the trustee may supply good and suffi- 
cient books to needy children, at the expense of the district ? 

The whole number of certificates issued by me, during the year, was 
257 ; of which seven were of the first grade, eighty-eight of the second, 
and one hundred and sixty-two of the third. I have refused a large 
number of applicants for licenses, at the cost of some friends, and some 
severe struggles with conscience. Indeed, to refuse a license, is the 
most difficult duty which I have to perform. A person who has become 
convinced by his teachers and friends, and by his own supposed acquire- 
ments, that he is competent to teach a common school, is thereby 
informed '* by the powers that be," that he is unfit for the position 
which he seeks ; and he feels himself disgraced and dishonored, and nol 
unfrequently becomes discouraged, instead of feeling, as he ought, thai 
he has made a praiseworthy effort^ and resolving that he will make hico 
self eminently worthy of what has been refused to him. I have, \\o^ 
ever, striven to raise gradually the standard of qualification ; believin 
it more just for one person to suffer disappointment, than for a who 
school to suffer at the hands cf an incompetent teacuer. 

* Assuming that they exist to a greater or lesser extent^ throughout the State. 
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Tliere was but one teacher who, while in attendance at the Teachers' 
iDatitu to, received wages from the district in which she had been employed. 
There is a scarcity of teachers, and wages have materially increased. 
The wliole amount paid for teachers' wages during the year, was 
$11,088.46 ; while for the year before, the amount paid was 614,155.66. 
The whole number of teachers employed during the year, was 213 ; 
(liirin<^ the year before, 223. The number of teachers employed, licensed 
by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, was seven ; by diploma 
from the State Normal School, one. 

The teachers' classes in the Seminary at Cazenovia, and in the Academy 
at Oneida, were full, and were largely composed of persons who gave fair 
promise as teachers. The training and instructions were thorough, and 
well adapted to prepare the pupils for the practical business of teaching. 
The amount of library money expended for books, was 6170.02 ; while 
last year, $244.53 was so expended. Three of the districts have no 
book-case for their library. 

The number of pupils which the county is entitled to have in the State 
Normal School, has been more than filled. Only one has been sent to 
the Oswego Normal and Training School. 

Trustees complain at the complicated nature of the reports which 
they are required to make ; and the sorry appearance of many of the 
Imports shows that what is required is very imperfectly understood. 
The principal difficulty is in obtaining the average daily attendance at 
school. The Circular to Trustees, of September 1, 1865, is full and com- 
plete in its instructions as to the manner of making the report ; and I 
can only account for so many imperfect ones, on the ground that trustees 
'*il to atudy their lessons. 

Our Teachers' Institute for the county, was held at Morrisville, coni- 

oiencing Sep. 17, and continuing in session two weeks. Henry J. 

Srerrill, a. M., Principal of the Union Free School at Hamilton, and A. 

^. Harrington, A. M., Principal of the Union Free School at Canastota, 

^ere the instructors. The instruction was thorough and practical. 

Rev. Mr. Hard gave a lecture on " What the times demand of the 

educated ones ;" Rev. A. S. Graves, " The duty of American Teachers 

^0 teach American Ideas ;" E. H. Spooner, Esq., *' Our Public School 

System, its uses, faults and merits ;" Rev. E. S. Barnes, ** Power in 

^Idness and courage in the teacher ;" Hon. Thomas Barlow, " Calling 

^nd Character of Teachers in their relations to the People." Mrs. S. C. 

iJouGLA^s gave an evening's entertainment in recitations from the poets. 

The lectures and recitations were of a high order, replete with practical 

instruction, and well adapted to a teachers' institute. Though our 

institutes are instructive and profitable, we have to complain for the 

past four years of the want of that impulse and zest which the presence 

ot the Head of the Department, at Albany, would inspire. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HIRAM L. ROCKWELL, 
School Commissioner Second District, Madison County, 
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MADISON COUNTY.— Second District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice: 

Dear Sir — The Second Commissioner District of Madison county, 
consists of the towns of Gazenovia, Fenner, Lenox, Smithfield, Stock- 
bridge and Sullivan. Of the whole number of school houses, nineteen 
are unfit for use, especially in the winter time. There are twenty-four 
with the old style desk nailed all around the sides of the 8chool-rootn» 
and eighteen have no out-buildings whatever. Out of 7,501 persons of 
school age, 6,421 have attended the schools more or less during the 
year. There are 940 less persons of school age than there were three 
years ago ; 905 less than there were two years ago, and 668 less than 
there were one year ago. 

I occasionally find children in school who have no books whatever, 
their parents being too poor to do more than to indifferently clothe 
and feed them. On one occasion, where children of this class were 
present, I asked the teacher how they were benefited by attending "the 
school. He replied that they learned something by hearing the otlici 
pupils recite, and that he gave them as much personal attention as he 
could consistently. He said that they ought to be encouraged to come 
to school, where they could learn something, even without books, and 
that he was willing to spend extra time and labor in giving them 
instruction. His was the sacrificing, grand, sublime spirit of the true 
teacher. How such a spirit warms and thrills and encourages another 
in the work and labor for the cause of humanity I Is it not a disgrace 
that such instances of destitution, above referred to, should exist even 
in our wealthy rural districts ?* Would it not be well for our Legisla- 
ture to make provisions by which the trustee may supply good and suffi- 
cient books to needy children, at the expense of the district ? 

The whole number of certificates issued by me, during the year, was 
257 ; of which seven were of the first grade, eighty-eight of the second, 
and one hundred and sixty-two of the third. I have refused a large 
number of applicants for licenses, at the cost of some friends, and some 
severe struggles with conscience. Indeed, to refuse a license, is the 
most difficult duty which I have to perform. A person who has become 
convinced by his teachers and friends, and by his own supposed acquire- 
ments, that he is competent to teach a common school, is thereby 
informed '* by the powers that be," that he is unfit for the position 
which he seeks ; and he feels himself disgraced and dishonored, and not 
unfrequently becomes discouraged, instead of feeling, as he ought, that 
he has made a praiseworthy eff^ort^ and resolving that he will make him- 
self eminently worthy of what has been refused to him. I have, how- 
ever, striven to raise gradually the standard of qualification ; believing 
it more just for one person to suffer disappointment, than for a whole 
school to suffer at the hands cf an incompetent teacuer. 

* Assuming that they exist to a greater or lesser extent^ throughout the State. 
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There was but one teacher who, while in attendance at the Teachers' 
Institute, received wages from the district in which she had been employed. 
There is a scarcity of teachers, and wages have materially increased. 
The whole amount paid for teachers* wages during the year, was 
$11,088.46 ; while for the year before, the amount paid was 614,155.66. 
The whole number of teachers employed during the year, was 213 ; 
(luring the year before, 223. The number of teachers employed, licensed 
bj the Superintendent of Public Instruction, was seven ; by diploma 
from the State Normal School, one. 

The teachers' classes in the Seminary at Cazenovia, and in the Academy 
at Oneida, were full, and were largely composed of persons who gave fair 
promise as teachers. The training and instructions were thorough, and 
well adapted to prepare the pupils for the practical business of teaching. 
The amount of library money expended for books, was $170.02 ; while 
last year, $244.53 was so expended. Three of the districts have no 
book-case for their library. 

The nunfiber of pupils which the county is entitled to have in the State 
Normal School, has been more than filled. Only one has been sent to 
the Oswego Normal and Training School. 

Trustees complain at the complicated nature of the reports which 
they are required to make ; and the sorry appearance of many of the 
reports shows that what is required is very imperfectly understood. 
The principal difficulty is in obtaining the average daily attendance at 
school. The Circular to Trustees, of September 1, 1865, is full and com- 
plete in its instructions as to the manner of making the report ; and I 
<5an only account for so many imperfect ones, on the ground that trustees 
'*n to Hludy their lessons. 

Our Teachers' Institute for the county, was held at Morrisville, com- 
mencing Sep. 17, and continuing in session two weeks. Henry J. 
Sherrill, a. M., Principal of the Union Free School at Hamilton, and A. 
^- Harrington, A. M., Principal of the Union Free School at Canastota, 
^^re the instructors. The instruction was thorough and practical. 
^6v. Mr. Hard gave a lecture on " What the times demand of the 
^ucated ones ;" Rev. A. S. Graves, " The duty of American Teachers 
^^ teach American Ideas ;" E. H. Spoon er, Esq., ** Our Public School 
System, its uses, faults and merits f Rev. E. S. Barnes, " Power in 
^^oldness and courage in the teacher ;" Hon. Thomas Barlow, " Galling 
^nd Character of Teachers in their relations to the People." Mrs. S. G. 
*^ouglaSs gave an evening's entertainment in recitations from the poets, 
^be lectures and recitations were of a high order, replete with practical 
^Qstniction, and well adapted to a teachers' institute. Though our 
institutes are instructive and profitable, we have to complain for the 
past four years of the want of that impulse and zest which the presence 
ouhe Head of the Department, at Albany, would inspire. 
Very respeclfully, your obedient servant, 

HIRAM L. ROCKWELL, 
School Commissioner Second District, Madison County. 
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MONROE COUNTY— City of Rochester. 

School Superintendent's Office, ) 
Rochester Jan, 22, 1866. ) 

Hon. Victor M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir — My time is so constantly occupied in discharging the various 
duties of my office, that in complying with your request, I must be very 
brief. 

On the 15th day of June next, it will be just a quarter of a century 
since the " Free School Law" of the city of Rochester went into opera- 
tion. During the first year after the passage of the law, the number of 
pupils in attendance upon the schools was one thousand and fifty. Dur- 
ing the past year, we have had enrolled upon the school registers the 
names of about eight thousand pupils, and the average attendance has 
been over five thousand. The number of teachers now employed is one 
hundred and eight, ninety-six of whom are ladies. 

Over forty thousand dollars is paid annually for teachers' wages alone, 
and about twenty thousand for contingent expenses, consisting of fuel, 
care of school-houses, repairs, school furniture, insurance, library books, 
&c., &c. The value of the school property of the city is now estimated at 
about one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Our schools are divided into four general departments, as follows •: 

One Free Academy. 
Ten Grammar Schools. 
Sixteen Intermediate Schools. 
Sixteen Primary Schools. 

For school accommodations we have seventeen buildings, well loca- 
ted, many of them large, commodious and comfortable, an ornament to 
the streets in which they are erected, and whose portals are daily opened 
to the children of both sexes, of all nationalities, and of every station in 
life. Over five thousand such children may be daily seen wending their 
way through every street in the city to the school of their district, with 
their books under their arms, a quick, elastic step and smiling face, a* 
if they had well prepared the studies of the day, and as if the school was 
to them — and which it really is made by the system of gentle disciph^® 
which governs — a happy home. 

In five of the school houses, in which are intermediate schools, the ex- 
periment has been tried of employing female teachers exclusively ; S^^' 
ing them the whole charge of the schools and care of the premises ; a^^ 
this notwithstanding a feeling was entertained by many in those districts 
that it would be necessary to have a male principal at the head of tbc 
school, if for no other purpose, at least to control the large scholars ana 
to protect and preserve the school property. Their fears, however, have 
never been realized. The buildings, premises and furniture, are just ^ 
well cared for as any in the city ; and I take pleasure in recording ^^® 
fact that those schools, presided over entirely by female teachers, are 
ot surpassed by any schools in the city. 
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bave not time to give you in detail the working of our educational 
era, and will only say in a general way that the public schools of 
icster have never been as prosperous and successful at any previous 
)d in their history, as during the past year. The progress of the 
Is has been very gratifying. The teachers, with only a few excep- 
«, have shown an increased interest in their work, and their labors 
been performed with more than their accustomed zeal and ability, 
connection with our Common Schools, we have a Free Academy, 
h was established in the year 1857, under the name of **The Central 
I School," and was recognized by the Regents of the University in 
ummer of 1862, under the corporate name of the ** Rochestjer Free 
EM7." Since its organization to the present time, it has enjoyed and 
leserved, the reputation of being one of the most thorough and suc- 
ul academic schools in the State. Annual accessions are made to 
Lcademy at commencement time, directly from the grammar schools, 
general public examination ; to be admitted to which, appHcant 
8 must have the written recommendation of their respective princi- 
At the examination in May last, ninety such pupils were admitted. 
le comraenceraent of the next school year, I shall endeavor to have 
)lished in connection therewith a Normal or Training class, consist- 
f those to graduate the ensuing year. The design will be to give 
! who intend to become teachers, special instruction in the best 
ods of teaching ; to ground them thoroughly in the theory and 
ice of their profession, and to qualify them — if they have the natural 
svments — to take high rank among the educators of the State. 
iase accept my thanks for the lively interest you have taken in the 
)erity of the schools of Rochester. "We have caught some of the 
i and enthusiasm that has been awakened during the last few years, 
ighout the length and breadth of the Empire State, in the good cause 
pular education. May the sacred duty of watching over and fos- 
g the educational interests of the Commonwealth always be entrust- 
those who will put forth the same untiring zeal and energy that 
characterized the administration of the present Superintendent of 
ic Instruction. 

Very respectfully, 

C. N. SIMMONS, 

Superintendent. 



MONROE COUNTY— First District. 

Webster, January 3, 1866. 
V. M. Rice : 

compliance with your instructions, the undersigned, School Commis- 

"^ of the First District of Monroe county, respectfully submits the fol- 

'g: 

^^re are in this district nine towns, one hundred and five districts, eight 
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thousand one hundred and eighty-seven persons of school age. The aggre- 
gate number of weeks school was kept during the year ending on 30th daj 
of September, 1865, was three thousand two hundred and eight. The 
average daily attendance, as reported by the trustees, was 2,319.959, which 
is but a little above the average of last year. But the present year (judg- 
ing from number present in the schools visited) will give a large increase 
of the attendance, both in the common schools and academies. A careful 
observer can but notice the improvement which has taken place in the con- 
dition of our schools during the past ten years, and the past year has given 
evidence of progress as marked as any other. We see it in the improved 
condition of the school houses, in the more thorough discipline of pupils, 
in the improved methods of primary instruction, and in the increased ability 
of teachers. 

School Houses. — There are a few antiquated structures still remaining. 
The burden of the civil war has undoubtedly retarded improvements in 
this direction, but progress is still visible in the neat and commodious houses 
erected each year. Two were built the past year, at an aggregate cost of 
$3,000, and three are in progress of erection. Others have been repaired, 
and as a whole, they are an honor to the enterprise and intelligence of the 
inhabitants. 

Teachers. — Only about one-fourth of the teachers during the past year 
were males, but this is not to be regretted in the least, for there were more 
failures among the males than among the female teachers, and in my exam- 
inations I was obliged to refuse certificates to more male applicants than 
females. Teachers' wages have advanced about fifty per cent, over those of two 
years ago. Too many teachers neglect to attend the Institute ; no teachers 
can reasonably expect to succeed if they neglect to attend these valuahle 
institutions. 

Libraries. — The district school libraries are much neglected. More 
than half the books bought by the money provided by the State, are in the 
hands of private individuals, and are lost to the district. Those in the 
hands of the proper officers are little cared for ; few are read, and I thinK 
it would be a great improvement if the library money could be expended 
for school apparatus. 

Academies. — There are three academies in my district. The PenfieW 
Seminary, though injured by the frequent change of teachers, is at present 
in a flourishing condition, under the charge of M. K. Pasco. 

Monroe Academy, at Henrietta, has, by the enterprise of its friends, 
been freed from debt, and under the charge of Prof. Davis, merits sue- 
cess. Webster Academy, under the charge of H. L. Robinson, is ^^ * 
very prosperous condition. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Institute for this district was organized 
on the 23d day of October, in the village of Fairport, and continued two 
weeks. Prof. J. H. Hoose, of Lima, and Prof. C. Townsend, of Boches- 
ter, conducted the exercises the first week, assisted by E. V. De GeA.^*^' 
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Bochester, in intellectual arithmetic, and Miss Delia Curtiob and 
iss Flora T. Parsons, in methods of object lessons. 
James Cruikshank, LL. D., of Albany, conducted the Institute the 
;ond week. The instruction embraced mental and written arithmetic, 
immar, geography, reading, elocution, orthography, punctuation, physi- 
^gj) object lessons and vocal music. The instruction throughout was of 
) most thorough, practical and suggestive character. . Lectures were 
livered by Prof. Hoobe, on ** The Teacher and his Work ;" by J. D. 
J8BAND8, Esq., on " Authority;" by Prof. C. Townsend, on ** Signs 
Character" and "School Government;" by Dr. Cruikshank, on "The 
lilosophy of Education," and "Man and Nature;" by Dr. T. S. Lambert, 

"Physiology;" Prof. S. W. Clark, on " Philosophy of Language," 
i by Rev. M. B. Anderson, D. D., on the " Senses." All of these 
re very interesting and instructive. 

The attendance of teachers was large, being about double that of any 
ivious year. The earnest attention and lively interest exhibited by the 
•chers present was cheering to all. This session of the Institute demon- 
ated the great utility of Institutes in the education of teachers, and 
I improvement and elevation of all our schools. 
School Commissioner. — My time is employed in the following man- 

: Visiting schools from the first of December till the first of March ; 
Portioning school moneys and examining teachers from the first of March 

the first of May ; visiting summer schools from the first of May to the 
>t of August ; distributing blanks to town clerks, preparing for and hold- 
; Institutes, gathering up reports of trustees, making abstracts and re* 
^, occupy much of my time from the first of August to the first of Dec. 
' discharge all these duties I have found to be no inconsiderable task. 
I desire to acknowledge the generous hospitality of the people of mj 
itrict, of which I have so largely shared; the uniform kindness and cour- 
iy of teachers and school officers, and their readiness to co-operate in all 
'ABures calculated to promote the interests of education. Also my thanks 
B due to the Department for patient courtesy in answering the many com- 
luiications which I have been obliged to send thither. Hoping for a more 
neral interest in the great cause of popular education, 

I remain your obedient servant, 

LUTHER CURTICE, 
School Commissioner. 



MONROE COUNTY— Second District. 

ton. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Dear Sir—The Third Assembly District of Monroe, known also as 
^® Second Commissioner District, comprises all of that portion of the 
ounty lying west of the Genesee river. 

[^aem. No. 90.] 14 
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During the year 128 schools have been in seesion for an average t 
of 32.39 weeks, at an arerage expense of $196.02 for teachers, and 
average total expense of $252.88. The number of persons emplo 
during the same term as teachers has varied from 138 to 142. Si. 
Beven per cent, of the children, between five and 21, have attended bcI 
flome part of the past year, although their average attendance is 
S9^ per cent. 

The average daily attendance of pupils in the town of Clarkson, c 
pared with its school age population, is nearly 30 per cent.; of Chili, 
percent.; of Gates, 17 per cent.; of Greece, 27 per cent,; of Hamlin, 
per cent.; of Ogden, S2 per cent; of Farma, 38 per cent.; of Riga, 
percent; of Sweden, 21 per cent; of Wtieatland, 28 per cent 
. Since the date of my last special report, one district has been annul! 
Of the one hundred and twenty-nine school housea now in use, twen 
four are stone, two are log, twenty-eight are brick, and aeventy-fivei 
frame. The proportion of stone and brick houses, about forty per ce 
of the whole, is macb greater than the average throughout tlie Sta 
which is nearly thirteen per cent. 

It ia gratifying to observe, in this district, the growing public sei 
ment in regard to school buildings. There are quite a number of b 
stantiat, commodious and inviting structures, with appropriate fnmiu 
and pleaaant grounds. It is to be greatly regretted, however, that tb 
are some twcnty-two houses yet remaining which are not at all suite 
bouees for those whose minds are so much influenced and formed by tb 
anrronndings. The cultivation of the eesthetic dement in the child tei 
to his refinement and elevation. Surround him with tbe tasteful, 
systematical and the beautiful, and he will grow np in harmony w 
them, and will show their work in his future life. The cosy, cheer 
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and attractive school house, with its pleasant shade trees and its liberal 
half acre, is an investment justified both by common sense and the wants 
of our yoath. 

The wisdom of having well selected apparatus in every school is 
apparent to all. There are those who, calling to mind the years long 
past, when the blackboard was a myth and cudgel was king, will re- 
member what a revolution in school organization and classification the 
introduction of the former article produced. This change might bo more 
radical were other needful apparatus in more general use. All of the 
schools are supplied with blackboards, a number with maps and charts, 
and several with globes. For the latter, it is pleasant to say, there has 
been an increased demand. 

According to a provision of the Revised School Law, a district is 
authorized to vote a sum, not exceeding twenty-five dollars in any one 
year, for the purchase of apparatus. To the trustees of those districts 
now destitute of a globe, I would respectfully submit whether it would 
not be well to obtain one at the first available opportunity, the expense 
of the same to be met by the library funds, or by an authorized tax. It 
has been a complaint that, after districts had exercised a commendable 
generosity in regard to apparatus, teachers, in many instances, had failed 
to make an intelligent use of it, and seemed to lack an appreciation of 
Its value. This fault is becoming every year less frequent. 

I may be allowed to remark, in this connection, that it is the duty of 
the teacher to prevent any dust from gathering on the globe; to see that 
the maps are not rolled up and thrust into the wood house, and that the 
charts, blocks, &c., are of some practical benefit. It is his paramount 
duty to make use of all of these aids iu his e very-day work. 

I am convinced that in many (not in all) of the districts under my 
jurisdiction, the libraries are much neglected. The opportunities for 
obtaining reading material from other sources are so ample, that the 
necessity for these libraries seem to be obviated; and yet, upon an ex^ 
•Diination of their contents during the past year, I have found them of 
8nch a character that I am not prepared to advise a compulsory diversion 
of the funds devoted to their support. 

A want of uniformity in text-books is a great hindrance to the proper 
organization of schools, and extremely detrimental to their interests. 
Probably this inconvenience is as little felt in this district as in any 
other in the State. While it is true that there is not perfect uniformity, 
tne following books are generally used: Parker and Watson's Readers 
•nd Spellers, Robinson's Mathematics, Monteith and McNally's Geogra- 
PWes, and Clark's and Brown's Grammars. I would recommend to trus- 
*^ and patrons of schools the wisdom of guarding against any change 
•t present which would destroy this uniformity. In those districts 
^here older works are in use, such gradual changes might be made as 
•kail not bear too heavily upon the purse, and yet secure a most desira- 
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ble class of text-books, and, at the same time, make the general oiur 
formity more complete. 

It occurs to me that a knowledge of the fundamental law of the State, 
and so much of the principles of civil jurisprudence as relate to the com 
mon affairs of life, is an absolute necessity with American youth. Ii 
this country, where every man is a king, and where the happiueBS am 
prosperity of the people depend so much upon the intelligent exer^is 
of their rights as citizens, it is eminently proper that Civil Governmex 
should be introduced into the curriculum of common school study. . 
knowledge of our physical frame, of the laws that control it, and of tt 
sources of health, is imperative, if we wish a robust, sturdy and vigoroi 
nation ; and hence Physiology is another branch that should be unive 
sally understood. 

There are, at the present time, fifty-five gentlemen and eighty-fo' 
ladies teaching in the district. During the summer, however, all of "tl 
schools, with the exception of four or five, are taught by ladies excl 
sively. It is pleasat to know that many of these teachers are sealo 
and progressive men and women, whose efforts for self-culture do n 
cease the moment they obtain a certificate. In all plans of education 
interest they co-operate most heartily. About seventy copies of eith 
the New York Teacher or the Educational Monthly are taken by tbei 
Even a superficial observer may see that, to elevate the profession 
teaching, there must be a more special preparation for the work. T] 
Normal School, at Albany, and the Training School, at Oswego, are tif 
institutions which have this purpose in view; and the graduates of thef 
schools, now teaching with us, have shown by their success the benefit 
which may be derived from them. But instead of two institutions ther 
should be at least six, situated in different parts of the State and eas 
of access. 

The rapid and yet quiet absorption of the great armies of the coantr, 
in the field last April, is a striking proof of the capability and vigor c 
this nation. Though the ranks of civil life have been greatly increase 
by the dismissal of these armies, business is not clogged, nor industr, 
staggered; there is, in fact, more activity in all industrial pursuit! 
Several young men who have done noble service in the field are do'^ 
among our teachers. 

I can not refrain from here noticing the patriotism which the teacb^' 
of the Western District exhibited during our late sanguinary struggle 
Stimulated by a mighty sense of duty, many of them entered the arno 
to fight, not only for this people, but for all humanity. Some of thei 
are with us again, others are not; they died in the hospital; they fell ^ 
Fredericksburg, at Gettysburg, or on other battle fields of the w^' 
they have been transferred to the army of the Great Commander- in-Chi^ 
on the other side. 

In the examination of applicants for licenses, I have generally ua^ 
the written method. It is less embarrassing to the persons inspect^^ 
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Md the results famish much better data upon which to base a decision. 
Of course, every Commissioner who seeks conscientiously to perform his 
duty, will be compelled frequently to refuse a certificate. This ought to 
be done, however, in as kind a manner as possible, with suggestions in 
regard to what branches should be reviewed and completed, and with 
theeDCouragement thatfurther study will make a future decision favorable. 

It is the impression with some that because a school is backward it 
. does not demand a teacher of good qualifications. Rather is it the fact 
that the more obscured the children's intellects are, the less able they 
we to think for themselves, and the greater the need for the guidance of 
a strong and cultured mind, one so full of enthusiasm and thought that 
it can arouse in others the ambition to study. If every man now teach- 
ing in the land were in spirit a Dr. Ak^iold, and every woman a Mart 
Ltok, it would be difficult to estimate the impetus that would be given 
to educational work. 

The academies of the district, in successful operation, are the Parma 
Institute and the Brockport Collegiate Institute. The former, under the 
able supervision of Prof. S. W. Clakk, is very prosperous. It has, at 
present, three departments, each of which is in charge of competent 
instructors. About one hundred young men and ladies, nearly one-half 
of vhom are preparing to teach, compose the school. Two thousand 
dollars have lately been raised to meet an indebtedness on the building, 
and three hundred devoted to the purchase of additional apparatus and 
^ks for the library. Prof Clark has had a long and successful expe- 
rience as an educator, and the school fs situated in the midst of a com* 
•"Hinity of well-distributed wealth: there is no i^eason why this prosperity 
should not increase. 

The Brockport Collegiate Institute still remains in the charge of Prof. 
V* AfcYicAR, whose earnest labors, in common with those of his efficient 
^0"Workers, are gaining for the school, as I remarked last year, the 
^viable reputation of being one of the best in the State. The five 
departments are taught by a corps of eleven teachers, whose salaries 
^*ry from $350 to $1,800. During the year material additions have 
^en made to the apparatus and to the reading: room; and a fine gymna- 
*^^m has been erected for the use of the students, at an expense of about 
<1,400. 

By the authority of the Board of Regents, a series of questions upon 
geography, arithmetic and grammar have been prepared and sent to the 
Various institutions under their control. Pupils attending any of these 
'^Qst answer correctly at least seventy-five per cent, of the questions in 
*ach branch, before entering the academic department. While this 
arrangement may work temporary inconvenience and iryury, yet I am 
convinced that its permanent result will be to elevate the character of 
'^^gh school education, and greatly to advance our common schools. It 
^^9\, eventuate in a more thorough knowledge, by all scholars, of the 
^damental branches. 
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Oar Teachers' Association meets semi-annually. The winter sessioi 
occurred the 13th and 14th of January last, at Spencerport. Nearly ob 
hundred teachers were present. A. J. Northup, Esq., of Syracuse, ga^ 
a most excellent Address on Friday evening, selecting as his theme *' Tl 
Economy of Mental Powers." Essays, reports, class-drills, discussion 
Ac, constituted the day exercises. We were much indehted ^o Proi 
Clark, McVicar and Principal DeGraff, for yaluahle assistance. 

The Teachers' Pic-nic, the summer session, was held July 15, at Pr< 
Clark's grove. Hon. J. C. Chumasero, of Rochester, delivered a poweri 
oration on ** Our Country, its Growth and its Destiny ;" and Mr. Roh< 
H. Fenn followed in a sparkling poem entitled ** Inconsistencies." Sevei 
estimates made the number present about one thousand. 

The first Institute in this county, under the Commissioner system 
jurisdiction, was held at the city of Rochester in the fall of 1857, unc 
the joint supervision of Commissioners Brown and Bowman. The n< 
season, however, Mr. John R. Garretsee, who succeeded Mr. Bowman 
Commissioner, established a District Institute at Spencerport. It wai 
complete success, and, during hk entire term of service, continued so. 

The Institute of last fall commenced its session at Spencerport, on 
9th of October, and continued two weeks. It was largely attended, 
hundred and ninety-six names being registered. James Cruikshank, 1 
D.; Hon. V. M. Rice, Prof. J. H. Hoose and Miss H. L. D. Potter, nt 
acceptably performed the duties of chief instructors. In addition to tl 
daily labors, they favored the Institute with evening lectures ; and it i 
was most profitably addressed by the following gentlemen : J. D. E 
bands, on the subject of Authority ; Dr. J. W. Craig, on Aspirations ; 
Achievements ; and Rev. Dr. Robinson, on The Cultivation of the C 
science. Prof. McVicar illustrated by experiments the subject of Chen 
try. Dr. Mcintosh, Profs. Williams and Clark, Principals DeGraff i 
Barker, Miss Parsons, Mr. R. H. Fenn, and others, aided very much 
making the exercises valuable. The printed report of the minutes rend 
» further detail of this interesting session unnecessary. 

Within the past ten years, the cause of education in this State has ma 
a decided advance. This, no doubt, is attributable in part to the influei 
of the Institute, whose office-work is to develop and duiseminate methc 
of instruction ; to cultivate the professional skill of teachers ; to enal 
them to systematize, to govern, and to instruct on more philosophical pr 
ciples, and to impress them with the obligations of their high calling. 

It is the intention of the undersigned to visit each school at least one 
ierm ; and he has been able thus far, with a very few exceptions, to mi 
good this intention. This branch of a Commissioner's [labors is probal 
BOt much more than one-half of what properly devolves upon him ; anc 
he expects to approximate to full efficiency in the cause, his time, 
energy, and his mind must be devoted to it. 

In the two hundred and forty-eight visits which have been made dur 
the year^ I have beeome more and more convinced that a systematic visi 
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tion of schools, by the people themselves, would be a great agency for 
good. Were every parent sending a child to school, to visit the school, 
his presence, his interest, and his counsel, must incite the teacher to a 
better performance of his duties, impress the pupils with the importance of 
application and obedience, and tend greatly to make the school what it 
should be. The training of a human soul is no mean work. To give it 
moral beauty and mental strength, to foster and polish it, thus fitting it for 
bppiness and usefulness, is a calling of weighty responsibility. To those 
who undertake it, an active parental co-operation would be a support, an 
.encouragement, and a great safeguard against error. 

It is a gratifying evidence of the hold which the common school has on 
the people, and that they deem its growth and prosperity essential to the 
growth and prosperity of the State, that, in the midst of a contest en- 
dangering the very body politic, the interests of schools could calmly and 
intelligently be discussed. During the war, the agitation of educational 
subjects never ceased ; prominent methods of instruction were critically dis- 
cussed; the great annual educational conventions were thoroughly alive, and a 
new school law was prepared, perfected, and carried into successful operation. 

Our late lamented President remarked in one of his messages, that there 
was sufficient educated ability in every Northern regiment to direct the 
a&bs of the Nation. It was a noble and deserved tribute to the influence 
of our common schools. To this influence, in part, is due our success. It 
was intelligence that added reason to the sublime faith in God and right, 
Aat supported the country amid all of its disasters, and gave such strength 
to the national arm in the rapid and staggering blows with which it com- 
pelled obedience. 

We &re at peace. The storm is past, and the blue sky is above. Dis- 
^^nization has ceased, and reconstruction has begun. But the work of 
national regeneration, commenced by military power and constitutional law, 
^ be completed by other instrumentalities. The true compacting and 
welding of the Union will be when discordant elements are harmonized ; 
when bitter, burning hate is taken away; when a common purpose, a com- 
mon hope, and a common pride move the country. But this will come in 
good time ; and the public school, by elevating the masses, by locating 
Itself in every hamlet in the land and making its power felt, will be one of 
the agencies in hastening it on. Every man will yet be brought to know 
that in union there is wealth, there is strength, there is happiness, there 
*fe personal rights and the broadest, freest liberty. 

Henceforth, " led by a pillar of fire by night and by a cloud of light by 
"*y»" with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, this 
nation will go forward in its masterly work, educating the universal people ; 
*^hing the world that freedom is the normal condition of man ; and that 
Well-knit frames, educated heads, and loyal hearts are a nation's best capital. 

Bespectfiilly submitted, 

JOSEPH A. TOZIER, 

Cl'AEKSON, Dec. 30, 1866. School Commissioner. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Amsterdam, Mont. Co., Dec. 20, 1865. 
Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

In accordance with your request, I respectfully submit the following : 

There are, within my jurisdiction, 120 school districts. During the 
past year, according to trustees' reports, 7,580 children have attended 
school some portion of time during the year ; and although there are 
not as many reported this year as last, I am quite certain that more have 
attended, and that the average attendance exceeds that of last year. 
I believe that the new law authorizing a portion of the public money to 
be apportioned according to the average attendance, will awaken aB 
interest among the parents, and increase the attendance during the pres- 
ent school year. I have already seen some of its effects : in some locali- 
ties, trustees have gone about the district, urging the inhabitants to 
send their children to school, and the results of their labors have been 
very gratifying indeed. 

Bate-bills. — I am not prepared to say to what extent rate-bills affect 
the attendance : in some districts, I have no doubt that children are 
kept from school to avoid paying a rate-bill ; but generally they are 
paid cheerfully, if the money has been earned. There has been raised 
by rate-bill, during the past year, $10,137.75. 

School Houses. — In many districts the school house is an object of 
interest, and it is made comfortable and attractive ; around it are play- 
grounds ornamented with shade trees, also convenient out-buildings. I 
find that children love to attend school when the place is made so invi^ 
ing. If parents would expend more money in decorating the school- 
house and its surroundings, children would hear with joy the morning 
call to school, and the word truant would soon become obsolete. In 
some localities, little attention is paid to the school house : it stands, 
perhaps, in some rocky nook, or at the angle of the road ; no play- 
ground except the highway ; an old dilapidated building ventilated by 
crevices in the walls, through which the winds of winter make sad 
music for those who are striving to obtain knowledge under diflScuUies? 

Apparatus. — There is a blackboard in every school house : about one- 
half of the districts have terrestrial globes ; nearly all, Webster's Una- 
bridged Dictionary, and two-thirds, maps of some kind. We would 
have much more apparatus if there was a convenient place in each 
school house in which to keep it : for want of this, maps become defaced, 
so that they are of little use to the schools ; globes are broken, and 
can not be used; and, in too many instances when places are provided, 
the condition of the apparatus indicates that there has been gross neg- 
lect on the part of the teacher. When teachers are made to feel that 
they are responsible to the district for the safe keeping of the apparatus, 
we shall have more in our schools; for the inhabitants are generally wil- 
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ling to purchase anything that will be of utility to the school, if they 
know it will be preserved. 

TEX^B00KS.— The multiplicity of text-books is a great evil. In many 
districts, a proper classification is impossible; and much of the teacher's 
time is wasted, or nearly so, in hearing classes recite upon the same 
subjects in different text-books. In one school, the teacher had twenty* 
fire scholars and twenty-seven different recitations during the day, one- 
hftlf of them caused by the diversity of books in use in the school. Some 
one should be authorized to correct this evil. I will not indulge in sug* 
gestions in regard to it. 

Studies. — Besides the ordinary English branches, drawing, algebra 
and book-keeping are taught in many of the schools. Pupils generally 
commence attending school when they are about five years of age, and 
few attend after they are eighteen. 

Teachers. — About one-fourth follow teaching as a permanent employ- 
ment ; the others teach during some part of the year, and few are found 
two successive terms in the same districts. Most of the teachers have 
read some work upon the Theory and Practice of Teaching, and a few 
take the N. Y. Teacher or some other educational journal. 

Nearly two-thirds of the teachers in this county are females. Males 
receive from $30 to $70 a month, exclusive of board ; females, from 
12.50 to $4 a week and board. It is a burning shame that female teach- 
eni are required to perform so much labor, and receive such a meager 
compensation. Young and inexperienced boys frequently receive more 
for learning how to teach, than faithful, energetic females get for doing 
* Work which would be an honor to any teacher. 

About one-half of the teachers attend the Institute : the others are 
seldom seen there, and when spoken to upon the subject, say they *' can't 
afford to attend." A few of the latter class are now enjoying a vacation, 
^ it is to be hoped a perpetual one, or until their sluggish powers 
^^e become animated by drinking largely at the '* Fountain of Know- 
ledge." There are some, a noble band, who are always at the institute, 
laboring hard to infuse life into the cold dull forms of those who mani- 
fest little interest in educational gatherings. Examinations are both 
oral and written. Teachers are better qualified to teach arithmetic than 
*^y of the other branches : most deficient in grammar and writing, 
^^ly one Normal School graduate has taught in this county the past 
year. I have granted but few first grade certificates. 

District Libraries. — Little attention is paid to the district libraries, 
*^d as a consequence they are in a sad condition : they usually stand 
^pou a shelf in the corner of the school room, the cases marred, the 
"^ks that are in them mutilated; while many of the best books are 
scattered among the inhabitants of the district, acd some have been car- 
ded away by those who do not hesitate to appropriate public property 
^ Increase their own individual stores. 
Teachers' Institute. — The Institute was in session ten days. The 
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first week was held at Fort Plain; the second at Amsterdam. The exer 
cises were conducted by teachers of the county, who had been selectee 
for that purpose; their nanieB and places of residence are as follows 
Mr. T. E. Burdick, Fort Plain; Mr. Harvey P. Cornish, Fonda; Mr.D. S 
Ackerman, Fultonville ; Mr. Buckingham, St. Johnsville; Mr. A. I 
Miller, Fultonville ; and Mr. G. T. Bradshaw, Canajoharie. Instractio 
was given iu the branches usually taught in our schools. 

The lecturers were Rev. J. E. King, LL. D., Fort Edward : Subjeci 
"Men and Manners." Rev. B. Van Zandt, Canajoharie, two lectures 
Subjects, Ist lecture, ** Air;'' 2d, "Education." Rev. Dr. Hawley 
Albany : Subject, ** General Education." Hon. Emerson W. Keyes, 
Albany: Subject, " The Educational Problem." Hon. V. M. Rice: Sub- 
ject, *• Duties of the Teachers." Miss IT. D. L. Potter gave the Institute 
some excellent instruction in elocution, which will be long remembered, 
and occupied a portion of an evening in "select reading" to an 
audience whose appreciation of talent was manifested by frequent out- 
bursts of applause. Two evenings were devoted to discussion, in which 
not only the members of the Institute participated, but several of the 
citizens; the subjects of discussion being such as were of interest to 
teachers and parents. If more evenings were devoted to discussion, and 
not so many to lectures, institutes would be far more beneficial. I regret 
to say that many of the teachers who should have attended, were not 
present: those who did attend were well pleased, and left feeling that 
their time and money had been well invested. I think the law should 
require those that are teachers to attend the Institute; and the expense 
of attending, or at least a part, should be paid by the county. 

Details of Labor. — During the past year, in attending to school mat- 
ters, I have traveled 3,500 miles; made 248 visits, usually staying a half 
day each visit; attended several special school meetings; altered the 
boundaries of one school district; examined 180 teachers, licensed 163] 
written 300 letters; delivered to town clerks all documents sent to i»< 
by the Department for that purpose, and endeavored to perform all othc 
duties pertaining to the office : indeed, I have not " limited them by tb 
strict provisions of legislative enactments." 

In conclusion, I have the pleasure of reporting that a much larg"* 
sum ($29,10T.52) has been paid to teachers the past year, than in 
previous year ; that there is a growing sentiment among the people 
employ none but well qualified teachers, and that several districts ^ 
preparing to build new school houses during the present jschool year^ 

T. S. IRELAND, 
School Commissione 
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CITY OF NEW YORK. 

City Superintendent's Office, ) 
New Yobk, December 27, 1865. ) 

To the Hon. V. M. Bice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

In the discharge of the duty imposed upon me by law, and the requisi- 
tions of the Department over which you have the honor to preside, I avail 
myself of the occasion to mingle my congratulations with those of our fel- 
low citizens generally, on the successful termination of the desolating war 
which during the past four years has swept over our nation, and on the 
happy restoration of tranquility and peace throughout the land, although 
at no period of the civil strife now so happily ended, have the interests of 
our public schools suffered any appreciable injury so far as their organiza- 
tion, support and systematic operations were concerned. The shock of con- 
tending hosts, the gathering of mighty armies, the incessant excitement of 
the public mind, and the deep and pervading interest in the progress and 
results of the great conflict, were no less powerfully felt in these institu- 
tions than in every other department of society. The closing scenes of this 
terrible warfare ; the magnificent victory achieved by the nation over those 
who had defied its power and authority ; the tragical death of the Chief 
Magistrate ; the universal grief and sympathy which pervaded the land, 
and the rapid succession of great events treading closely upon each other, 
tnd culminating in the complete vindication of the sovereignty of the 
nation ; these memorable incidents passing around and before them like a 
grand historical panorama, could scarcely fail of impressing themselves 
permanently upon the minds and hearts as well of pupils as teachers. 

Looking back upon the events of the last five years, and forward to the 
complete adjustment of the great principles involved in the result, and to 
Ae consequences which may naturally be expected to flow from the settle- 
oient of the various disturbing questions agitated during the past half cen- 
tury, how forcibly should we be impressed with the importance and indis- 
pensable necessity of a thorough mental and moral culture of the youth of 
®Ui land — not only of those now in our public and private schools of every 
description, who in a few short years, are, by their votes, to determine the 
Section, and by their abilities and influence, the administration of public 
affairs ; who are to dispense justice as jurymen and magistrates, guide its 
determination as witnesses, and execute its behests as officers, and to fill 
*he various responsible posts required in the complicated machinery of gov- 
ernment; but those who, excluded by their sex from these duties and respon- 
sibilities, are nevertheless destined to exert a powerful influence upon their 
direction and success. And not alone of these, but of the thousands and 
^ens of thousands, who now exposed in our midst, without mental or moral 
eulture, to all the temptations to vice and crime, and to all the perils of 
poverty and suffering, will, in the absence of such timely culture, assuredly 
^ihxa no very long period, effectually paralyze the exertions of the wise 
^i^d good, and fatally blast the fairest prospects of society and government. 
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!rhis is the great work confided to our charge, and to the utmost extent of 
the means and influences placed at our disposal, or in any way attainable 
by our exertions, are we solemnly responsible for its faithful performance. 

But this is not all. The sole object of all governments is to enable eyery 
individual under its protection, quietly and peacefully to pursue whateyer 
avocation he may select, in the full and undisturbed enjoyment of personal 
security and equal rights, with every other member of society. Thus pre 
tected by the strong arm of the law, it is incumbent upon him while securing 
and promoting his own individual interest, to aid to the extent of his power, 
in the development and expansion of the resources, mental, moral anj 
national, of the community to which he belongs. And to enable him to do 
this in the most efficient manner, he must be thoroughly instructed in all 
branches of science which pertain to the material interests and the moral 
well being of society and government. The more completely he has mas^ 
tered the fundamental principles and practical applications of these variotf 
sciences '— mathematical, mechanical, chemical, mineral, agricultural, eom^ 
mercial, political and literary — the greater will be his power to contribnte 
to the advancement of the common welfare, and the augmentation of tlie 
common stock of science. The greater the diffusion of scientific and prae- 
tical knowledge, accompanied with moral worth, the more extended and 
more general will be the elevation and improvement, the prosperity and 
happiness of all classes. The greater the command obtainable through 
the resources of science and the skill of art, over the innumerable powerM 
but hidden agencies of nature, the more of leisure will be secured from the 
drudgery of labor for the enjoyment of all, and for the further increase rf 
knowledge, power and wealth among all. 

These are the duties and obligations specially incumbent upon the 
administration of our public school system ; and upon the efficiency and 
fidelity of their discharge, will depend the highest interests of our future 
civilization. 

The common school system of the city of New York is unrivaled in itfl 
extent, in its operations, and in its means. It proffers free instruction 
from the elementary principles of knowledge through the highest 
branches of a collegiate course, to every child residing in the cityi 
between the ages of four and twenty-one, who can obtain admission into 
its two hundred spacious schools. It furnishes books, stationery and 
apparatus of every description, without charge to parent or pupil. It 
expends nearly two and a half millions of dollars annually, in the sup- 
port of the various schools under its charge, in the purchase of sites and 
the erection of buildings, and in the supervision and management of the 
details of the system. It has in its employ over two thousand five 
hundred teachers, to whom is annually paid an aggregate sum of about 
$1,300,000 ; and in its schools, during the year, are more than two 
hundred thousand children, with an average daily attendance of about 
half that number. It has invested in the purchase of sites, and the 
erection of school buildings, upwards of two million three hundred 
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iboosand dollars ; and it keeps in operation during four months of each 
^ear, forty-eight evening schools for the instruction of those whose 
iTOcations prevent their attendance on the day school. It is annually 
iddiog to its accommodations for instruction, to the extent of the means 
)laced at its disposal. Its course of instruction is thorough, and, as far 
ia possible, practical. It recognizes no distinctions of wealth, station 
)r religion ; but dispenses its advantages equally to all of every class. 
U discipline is mild and parental, but firm and impartial ; and the 
fcholarship c^ its pupils is equal, in all respects, in the various branches 
ocliided within its course, to that of any public or private institution in 
k land. If, by any possibility, it could be so extended as to embrace 
vithin its jurisdiction every private and corporate school within the 
nty, every scholastic advantage now attainable in these institutions 
roold be amply secured, at no other expense than the increased per cent- 
tge of taxation rendered necessary by the increased expenditure, upon 
iW the taxable property of the city. As it is, that portion of omr 
iitizens who educate their children in private and corporate schools not 
^thin the jurisdiction of the Board, are contributing their share of the 
expenses of the public schools, and paying an extra sum in addition for 
mvate tuition, of no higher quality, to say the least, than might be 
obtained in the former. 

While, however, parents and guardians should be left entirely free to 
>lace their children and wards under such tuition as they may respectively 
)refer, it seems the imperative duty of the community, in its corporate 
opacity, in the interest of its own safety, and for the security of its 
►wn immunity from danger, to provide for and insist upon the instruc- 
ion and education of all those who, from whatever circumstances of 
•overty, destitution, ignorance or vice, are wholly or chiefly debarred 
rem receiving any instruction whatever. From these neglected child- 
en, roaming our streets from morning to midnight, without apparent 
ocupation or any visible means of support, are mustered, in due time, 
le hardened ranks of the " dangerous classes," at all times hovering 
found the highways and by-ways of the metropolis, adepts in every 
pecies of villainy and crime, and requiring an annual expenditure for 
ie protection of the community against their aggressions, and for their 
nrest, trial, conviction and punishment, of more than ten times the 
moQQt which it would cost in affording them all the requisite facilities 
)r a good education, and compelling them to avail themselves of these 
^ilities. In the one case, however, the expenditure when made, is 
wholly unproductive — just so much capital wholly withdrawn from the 
•ockets of the tax-payers — inasmuch as while they are protected tern- 
K)rarily from the lawless incursions of the detected criminals, they are 
Jtill equally, and at all times, exposed to the ravages of countless others 
longing forward to fill the broken ranks. In the other, the expendi- 
^we is continually reproductive ; coming back to the community in the 
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shape of orderly, intelligent, industrious, productive workers ; addiuj 
to its wealth, and cutting off the supply from the ranks of its invadere 

CoNDHioN OF THE ScHOOLS. — The aggregate number of pupils who hayi 
been taught during the year ending on the 30th of September last, in th 
several schools under the charge of the Board, including the Grammai 
Primary, Colored, Evening, Normal and Corporate Schools and Fre 
Academy, was 216,955; being an increase of 12,4T4 over the numbe 
reported during the preceding year. 

The actual average daily attendance during the period the school 
were respectively kept open, was 91,002, exclusive of that of the Fre 
Academy, estimated at 500; showing an increase of 5,235 over the coi 
responding attendance of the preceding year. 

The whole number taught during the year, reported in the seven 
Grammar and Primary, including the Colored Schools, was 118,105 
being an increase of 4,385 over the preceding year. The average attei 
dance during the same period was 74,106, or 2,697 over the precedin 
year. 

The number under instruction during the year, reported in the sever 
Corporate Schools participating in the distribution of the funds of tl 
Board, was 13,440, with an average attendance of 5,183; showing s 
increase over the preceding year of 1,597 pupils, and of 709 in averaj 
attendance. 

Gbamitar Schools. — There are, exclusive of the Colored Schools, 
Grammar Schools for boys and 47 for girls; the former having had und 
instruction, during the year reported, an aggregate number of 28,9i 
with an average daily attendance of 13,718; and the latter, an agg 
gate number of 26,047, with an average attendance of 11,979; maki 
in both 54,984 pupils during the year, with an average attendance 
25,697. The increase in the whole number taught in these departraen 
during the year, was 2,215, and in the average attendance, 1,022. 

Primary Departments and Schools. — In the several primary departme 
of the Grammar Schools above enumerated, there have been under 
struction during the year reported, 82,903 pupils; and in the seve 
Primary Schools, unconnected with the Grammar Schools, 38,141 ; mak: 
an aggregate of 121,044, ana showing an increase of 5,215 over the [ 
ceding year. The average attendance in both classes ol these schc 
was 47,617, or an increase of 1,685. 

Colored Schools. — The whole number of pupils attending these scho 
during the year reported, was 2,074 ; being 161 less than the attendai 
of the preceding year. The average attendance was 792, or an incre 
of 23 over last year. The scholarship of this class of schools has v 
considerably ddteriorated during the past year ; forty per cent, onlj 
the whole number of classes having passed a satisfactory examinati 
There are six schools in operation in different portions of the city ; 
largest of which (No. 2, in Ijaurens street), has an average attenda 
of 122 in the Grammar and 127 in the Primary department; No. 1, of 
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in all ; No. 4, of 13 ; No. 6, of 116 ; No. 7. of 131, and Primary Nos. 2 
and 3, of 41 pupils. No. 5, in the Fifth ward, with an average attend- 
ance of 65 daring the past year, has already been discontinued ; and a 
Btill further consolidation, with a judicious selection and assignment of 
teachers, would, in my judgment, prove beneGcial. The Normal School 
for colored teachers, under the charge of Mr. Reason, is exerting a good 
inflaence in this direction. 

• Evening Schools. — There were 48 Evening schools in operation during 
a period of eighteen weeks from the first Monday in October, 1864, ter- 
ninating early in February last ; of which 24 were for the instruction of 
males, 22 for females, and two for colored pupils of both sexes. The 
whole number of male pupils in attendance during the term was 17,007, 
with an average attendance of 7,079 ; and the aggregate number of 
£emale pupils was 7,049, with an average attendance of 4,408 ; making 
a total of 24,056 on register, and an average attendance 11,407. 

Examinations. — The annual examinations of the several Grammar and 
Primary Schools, for the year ending on the 31st of July last, were com- 
menced on the Ist day of November, and concluded about the middle of 
Jaly, embracing a period of eight and a half months, the Superintendent 
and three Assistants having been constantly engaged in the work each 
Bchool day, with the exception of one in each week, devoted to the ex- 
amination of teachers, by Assistant Superintendent Kiddle and myself. 
Ninety-six Grammar Schools, with 755 classes, comprising an aggre- 
gate of 22,000 pupils, and 90 Primary Departments and Primary Schools, 
with about 900 classes and 40,000 pupils, were embraced in this course 
of examination, making an aggregate of 186 schools, with 1,655 classes 
and 62,000 pupils, exclusive of the ten Corporate Schools, which were 
Bttbseqnently visited and examined. 

In the 48 Grammar Schools for boys (exclusive of the Colored Schools), 
of 375 classes, comprising 11,174 pupils, 130 classes (or nearly 35 per 
^Qt.,) passed an excellent, 111 a good, 83 a fair, and 51 a poor exami- 
BaUoD. 

In the 45 Grammar Schools for girls, of 366 classes, comprising 10,589 
Pupils, 211 classes (or nearly 60 per cent.,) passed an excellent, 97 a 
food, 37 a fair, and 21 a poor examination. 

In the 87 Primary Departments and Schools, of 887 classes, comprising 
^000 pupils, 507 classes (or 57 per cent.,) passed an excellent, 279 a 
food, 88 a fair, and 13 only a poor examination. 

Ib the six Colored Schools of every grade, of 40 classes, comprising 
^ pupils, three classes only passed an excellent, 13 a good, 15 a fair, 
*^ nine a poor examination. This class of schools has been gradually 
out steadily retrograding in scholarship for several years past, mainly 
from irregularity of attendance of the pupils, and absence of interest on 
^ part of parents. 
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RECAPiruLATioN. — ^Whole No. of schools examined, 186 

" pupils " 62,414 

" classes " 1,668 

** " excellent classes, 851 or 51 percent 

" good " 500 or 30 " 

" fair " 223 or 13 " 

" poor " 94 or 6 " 

The per centage of excellent classes in the year preceding (1864) was 

52; of good classes, 33; fair 12, and poor 3; and that of 1863, as far as 

ascertained, varied but slightly from a similar result. Of the whole 

number of classes examined, therefore, it will be seen that eighty per 

cent, have, for a series of years, passed either an excellent or a good 

examination; while only about twenty per cent, have fallen below the 

standard of scholarship, which was reasonably to be expected. 

Statistical Reports — For the detailed statistical information required 

by the Department of Public Instruction, I have the honor to refer you 

to the Official Report heretofore forwarded by me, in compliance with 

your instructions and the requisitions of law. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. S. RANDALL, 

City Superintendent, 

NIAGARA COUNTY— First District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice : 

Sir — In compliance with a requirement of the Department, I respectfoUj 
submit the following Report of the First District Niagara county : 

The number of persons of school age is 8,469, being 196 less th*^ 
reported last year. 6,857 attended school, and 2,612 did not attend school 
during the last year. The average daily attendance was 2,335. The nC' 
basis of apportionment of public money, will doubtless increase the ayera^® 
attendance. There is no evil permitted by the patrons more pernicious ^ 
the advancement of a school, or more disheartening to a teacher thorougb^^3 
imbued with the spirit of his calling, than the practice of irregular attea^ 
ance. This great hindrance to the success of schools, is much more preV"^ 
lent in the country than in the village or city. It is strange that parei** 
and guardians do not appreciate the importance to their children of c(7^ 
stant and punctual attendance at school. 

Another hindrance to the elevation of our schools to the position th^ 
ought to occupy, is the common practice of sending many pupils away * 
higher schools, which are no better for a large portion of them, than, W0^ 
such scholars retained at home, their own school could he made, by tJ^ 
increased interest of their parents in the school, and the consequent demote 
for teachers of a higher grade. 

School Houses. — No changes have been made in school houses ***' 
past year. There are sixty-six in all, estimated at the value of $63,234 
Their furniture and apparatus remain about the same. Blackboards^ »'^ 
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found in all, and to the credit of the teachers, are generally made good use 
of. But few school houses are furnished with a clock. This necessary 
Appendage to civilized life ought to have a place in every school room. 
Besides indicating the time and length of exercises, the going out and 
coming in of the school, it would lead children into the habit of noting the 
passage of time, and of present preparation for what will be required of 
tkem in the future. 

' Academies. — The Senior department of the Lockport Union School, 
vnder the immediate charge of B. M. Reynolds, Principal of the institu* 
tion, furnishes a thorough academical course of study. A two story brick 
luiiding was erected at Gasport, a few years ago, for the purposes of an 
leademy. But little success has attended the enterprise. For a little 
more than a year past, a school in the building has been kept by Mr. and 
Mrs. 0. E. Bipley, numbering from fifteen to forty scholars. 
■ Private and Free Schools. — Eleven private schools, against seven* 
teen of last year, are reported having an aggregate attendance of 769 pupils. 
There are eight free schools, all within the limits of the Union Free School 
district of Lockport. Steps are being taken under the Free School Act, by 
the inhabitants of Tonawanda, to establish a free school in their village. 

Libraries. — Fifty libraries are reported, numbering 8,548 volumes, 
valued at $6,194. The district library's day of usefulness may be past» 
iu some affirm, yet we ought to consider that in all there are doubtless some 
valuable books, while the greater portion of them may be worthless, and 
were each of these libraries made up, and could they receive additions from 
time to time, of standard works in history, biography, literature and sci- 
«ttce, every neighborhood in our State would possess a fund for its inherit- 
uice, to which the young and middle aged, all seeking knowledge, might 
torn and receive instruction. 

Trustees. — Twenty-three districts have one, and thirty-three have 
wree trustees. In a district having previously one trustee, three were 
^ected at the last annual meeting. 

' Bate-bills. — Rate-bills were collected in fifty -two districts. Of the 
"^ districts where no rate-bills were collected, the inhabitants of two are 
ttOBtly, and two exclusively German. Being thickly settled, they receive 
» large share of public money. Parochial or Church schools in their own 
language are maintained, consequently the common schools in those dis- 
wicts have but few of the scholars in attendance. No serious complaint of 
^he rate-bill system has come to my knowledge. The amount raised by 
^te-bills is $7,231.88. The whole amount of money received from all 
^^ees during the -year, and expended for school purposes, is $32,429.63. 

Teaohers. — One hundred and thirty-nine teachers have been employed 
during the past year ; twenty-nine males, and one hundred and ten females, 
^hont sixty make teaching a permanent business, twenty-eight of whom are 
^^gaged in the city of Lockport ; one hundred and twenty-nine were licensed 
^1 local officers, three have Normal School, and seven State certificates. 

[Casern. No. 90. J 16 
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More than ordinary effort was made by trustees last fall, to secure the l>^t- 
ter and more experienced teachers for the present winter's schools. A-S a 
general thing, much better wages are being paid. If this is any evide 
of a just appreciation of their services, teachers should receive it as 
encouragement to toil on in their efforts to excel. 

Text-books. — The following is a list of text-books and authors foua^Tx 
in the several schools : Eeaders — Sanders, Parker & Watson, Town, R 
ter's Rhetorical. Spellers — Sanders, Town, Parker & Watson. Aritk 
tics — Robinson, Lawrence, Thomson, Emerson, Greenleaf, Davies, Ad& 
Colbum. Grammar — Brown, Tower, Clark, Bullions. Geographies — 
McNally, Monteith, Mitchell, Warren, Tuthill. Algebras — Davies, Tov^er, 
Robinson. Philosophy — Parker. Analysis — Wright, Sanders, Town. 
Physical Geography — Robinson, Fitch. Each of the foregoing books U 
not used in every school, but in each school there is a fair uniformity, enoepi 
in arithmetic, of which in some schools several authors are found. From 
this multiplicity, there is reason to believe that the duty of school offioers 
in reference to text-books, is not sufficiently imperative to secure to schools 
the uniformity that their true interest requires. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Institute for Niagara county was held in 
Iiookport, commencing October 2, and continuing twelve days. By unan- 
imous request, Mr. Stockwell, Commissioner of the Second District, pre- 
sided during the session. The teachers in charge were J. W. Barker, of 
Buffalo, B. M. Reynolds, Principal of Lockport Union School, and Prof. 
A. Evans, recently of Nunda Literary Institute, assisted by a number of 
the teachers in attendance, called out from time to time by the presidixmg 
officer. Dr. Lambert gave two short lectures, explaining, in connection 
with the exhibition of a manikin, the various organs and functions of tl^^' 
human system represented by that curious specimen of human skill. I^ 
would have been both gratifying and instructive to all present, could tl»® 
Doctor have remained with us longer, but other engagements made it nec^^^ 
sary for him to depart. 

A pleasing and instructing episode to the Institute was presented in ^^ 
exercise in written arithmetic, by Miss Cross, of the Lockport Union 
School, with her class, exemplifying her method of instruction. She T^tr^ 
sented a class in mental arithmetic before the Institute last year, which ^^ 
skill and rapid mental operation, could scarcely be equaled. One W^^ 
had never witnessed an exercise in her recitation room, would have suppoS^" 
that these classes had been especially drilled for the occasion. 

Lectures were delivered by the Rev. Dr. Matson, subject, ** Claims ^' 
our Country upon the Educators of Youth ;*' by Rev. Dr. Wisner, suhjo^» 
" The Bible as a Text Book in Schools," and by the Rev. S. R. Griffith, 
subject, ** Devotion the Pledge of Success." The lectures were all v^^J 
instructive and well received. There were 168 teachers present, a largfl 
portion of whom were regular in attendance. 

Commissioner. — When schools ar6 in session, visit schools usually fi^^ 
days in the week until all are visited. Saturdays attend to the examination 
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cf iemehen. To the best of my ability labor to discharge the duties of thd 
effiee ; am conscious of many shortcomings, and trust that past experience 
may enable me the more faithfully to serve the great interest committed to 
my care. Most respectfully, 

J. F. H. MILLER, 
Commisiioner First District Niagara County. 
LocKPORT, December 28, 1865. 



NIAGARA COUNTY— Second District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — The Second Assembly District of Niagara county contains 
108 school districts, all of which have supported a school the time required 
by law to entitle them to share in the public money, excepting Nos. 3 and 4 
in the town of Somerset, where there has been no school during the year ; 
tnd No. 12 in the town of Hartland, where the school house was burned 
down about the first of January last ; in consequence of which, the district 
k&s failed to have a school the time required by law to entitle them to 
share in the public money ; but the district, with a spirit of commendable 
liberality, in the shortest time consistent with economy, built a good suIh 
Btantial house at a cost of $1,200 ; and I trust you will consider the case 
in the most favorable light, consistent with the rules of your Department. 

The number of children of school age residing in this district at the 
close of the school year, as reported by the trustees, is 9,066 ; of which 
Unmber, 7,009 attended a district school some portion of the year, leaving 
2,057 who did not attend a district school ; but many have attended other 
Khools. 

The number of teachers employed in this district during the year, is 
^2; of this number, 53 are males, and 189 are females; 239 have been 
licensed by local authorities, and three have State certificates. About one- 
half make teaching a permanent business ; the remainder teach during the 
^nter only. 

FINANCIAL. — The whole amount received for school purposes during 
*e year ending September 30, 1865, was $38,553.73; being $5,530.73 
"■^ore than was received the preceding year. Of this amount, $3,468.34 
^as remaining on hand September 30, 1864 ; $10,136.29 was derived 
from public sources; $14,535.37 from taxation; $7,897.91 from rate-bills; 
*^<1 $2,515.82 from other sources. The sum of $23,140.75 was paid for 
^achers* wages, which is $4,289.61 more than was paid for this purpose 
^tyear. The sum of $285.70 was paid for library purposes; $3,654.66 
*0f school houses, sites and repairs ; $4,772.02 for incidental expenses ; 
•4.62 was forfeited in the hands of the Supervisors on the first Tuesday of 
*^»fch, 1865, leaving a balance on hand of $6,695.98. 

Tkachebs' Institute. — The Institute for our county was held at 
♦^Pekport, commencing on the 2d day of October, under the supervision of 
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the Commissioners. Several able and experienced educators were presexi^» 
and took part in conducting the exercises. Prof. B. M. Reynolds, of tt^^ 
Lockport Union School, took charge of the exercises in grammar durix^g 
the entire session of the Institute, and conducted them in a manner wlii<:^^ 
reflects much credit upon (limself as a teacher and a gentleman ; and ^ 
feel warranted in saying that our teachers have never received more use^"«:i^^ 
instruction in this branch, during any former Institute. Prof. A. B. Eva.~KX8 
was with us most of the time during the session, and took an imports^ 'sz^l; 
part in conducting the exercises to the entire satisfaction of all who listerm^ ^^ 
^0 him, and much was the valuable instruction which he imparted to c^^«zs.r 
teachers. Prof. J. W. Barker, of Buffalo, was present; conducted ex. ^^x- 
cises, and lectured with his accustomed ability. Several very interests 'ti.g 
and profitable lectures were delivered. 

Union Free Schools. — Since I received your Circular of Decern. t>«r 
5, 1 have gathered all the information I could in regard to these school.^. 
There are three in my district, all situated in the town of Niagara. 

District No. 2, at Niagara Falls, has six departments and six memT^^rs 
in the Board of Education ; James F. Frost, Secretary, P. 0. addroas 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

District No. 7, at Suspension Bridge, has five departments and five mexx- 
bers in the Board of Education ; D. H. Thomas, Secretary, P. 0. address 
Suspension Bridge, N. Y. 

District No. 1, town of Niagara, has but one department and three 
members in the Board of Education. Jacob S. Leil and Jacob J. Yogt 
are two of the board; P. 0. address. Suspension Bridge, N. Y. 

I think the boundaries of the first two districts coincide with the boua<ia- 
ries of the villages in which they are situated, but I am not certain. Sirtce 
receiving your Circular, I have written to all of said districts, asking tlx^^^ 
to furnish the desired information ; but one has replied ; if, however, ii^^'S 
should furnish the information, I will forward it to you without delay. 

Yours respectfully, 

R. STOCKWELL, 

Wilson, Dec. 30, 1865. School Commissioner^' 



ONEIDA COUNTY— First District. 
To Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintehdent of Public Instruction : 

The undersigned. School Commissioner of the First District of On.^* 
county, respectfully submits the following Report: 

Common Schools. — The number of children of school age, residi»^ 
the district, as reported by trustees, is 4,383 ; of whom, 3,022 have atte»3^^^ 
school some portion of the time during the year. 

Rate-bills. — In some localities, the attendance is diminished in ^^ ' 
sequence of rate-bills ; but, generally, people are becoming more in f»^ 
of them. 

School Houses. — It affords me pleasure to report progress intheiii»**^' 
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of school houses. Many old time-worn structures are being repaired, and 
removed from the public highway to more pleasant locations, affording 
ample play-grounds. In too many districts, however, the same old relics 
of antiquity remain, carefully patched and preserved by the parsimonious 
fe^w, probably out of respect to the memory of their forefathers. 

The school rooms are warmed by stoves, and generally ventilated by 
lowering windows. The furniture is generally deficient. Some are well 
supplied with outline maps, charts, globes, &c. 

Text-books. — Text-books most in use are Sanders', Parker and Wat- 
son's Readers; Robinson's Mathematical Works, Monteith and McNally's 
Oeography, and Brown's and Bullions' Grammars. 

Studies. — The common English branches are the studies most generally 

puxsued^ Higher mathematics and philosophy are taught in some schools. 

XiME OF Attendance. — Pupils begin their attendance at about five 

years of age, and end between the ages of sixteen and twenty. The time 

of attendance is about five months in a year. The general progress of the 

«cliools is encouraging. Their most urgent wants are well qualified, ener« 

getic teachers ; more uniformity in text-books ; more interest on the part 

of patrons ; and School Commissioners who will act conscientiously, entirely 

independent of personal sympathy and friendly entreaties, and only for the 

public good. 

Teachers. — Three-fourths of the teachers in my district are females, 

•^bout one-third follow teaching as an employment, and devote from three 

to five years to the occupation. Female teachers receive usually from two 

*o five dollars per week, and board ; male teachers, from twenty to fifty 

dollars per month, exclusive of board. 

To ascertain the qualifications of teachers, I subject them to rigid exami- 
nations by means of oral and written exercises on the branches usually taught 
^^ our common schools. They are best qualified in mathematics, and most 
<*eficient in orthography and reading. A majority of the teachers have 
'■ead some work treating on the Theory and Practice of Teaching. Most 
^* the certificates granted are of the second grade ; very few of the first. 
txij*^ grade certificates are usually given to inexperienced teachers. There 
''^ 1:10 Normal graduates or under-graduates teaching in this district. 
,^-A.CADEMiES. — In this district there is but one academic institution, 
^'^ liitestown Seminary, registering five hundred and sixty-four students, 
^^er the charge of that able and energetic Professor, James S. Gardner. 
r^*^^ average attendance is two hundred and fifty ; average age eighteen. 
*^^re are eleven teachers employed, with salaries ranging from three hun- 
^^d to one thousand dollars per annum. 

^his Seminary has one of the most pleasant locations in the State, being 
^^ated in the valley of the Mohawk, on the line of the Central Railroad, 
^^^ only three miles from the city of Utica, which is accessible every hour 
^* the day by means of a street railroad, 

This Seminary occupies four buildings. The (Jentlcmen's and Ladies' 
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bnildiBgs bare been made entirely new inside, and each enlarged by swing 
fifty feet long and three stories high. There has been a spacious brick 
edifice erected the past year, containing a Hall sufficiently oommodioos for 
lectures and anniversary exercises; a Laboratory for the chemical, philoso- 
phical, and agricultural departments ; Society, Lyceum, and Library tooms; 
Counting rooms for the commercial department ; music, drawing, painting, 
md all other needed recitation rooms. The Teachers' Class, under the 
Buperyision of the Regents of the Univennty, is flourtshing, and reflect! 
much credit on the institution. 

Private Sohools. — There are twelve private schools in this diBtriok, 
the number of pupils not. all reported; Parochial schools, none; Schoob 
for colored children, none ; Union free schools, none. 

Libraries. — School district libraries generally are in very poor con- 
dition, and not much appreciated ; there are, however, some honorable ex- 
ceptions. The district library at New York Mills contains six hundred and 
thirty volumes ; a fine selection of books well cared for, and highly appre- 
oiated by the inhabitants of the district. Every family, with few excep-* 
Uons, have a private library, and are supplied with newspapers, periodioaA^ 
or n»gaaines. 

Trustees. — A small majority of districts in my jurisdiction have tbr^^ 
trustees; nevertheless it is generally conceded that if the right man cooS^'^ 
be obtained, one is better than three. 

Institute. — The Teachers' Institute for the county of Oneida oo 
menced its session at the Court house in the village of Rome on the 18i 
day of September last, and continued in session two weeks. The Co 
missioners employed the Rev. Mr. Moses, of Yates county, an able ed 
oator, to assist in the exercises. The course of instruction was eminent! 
practical, being on all subjects taught in our common schools. In additi 
to this, the principles of order, government and physical education, wen^ 
earnestly discussed. The evenings were devoted to lectures and discussioi^- ' 
The Hon. V. M. Rice was present a number of days, and, by h^ ^ 
practical remarks,: stirred up the minds of the teachers to renewed actiyt 'A; 
and zeal in their calling. 

School Commissioners. — Detail of labor performed in discharge ^ 
duties: My labor consists in examining and granting licenses to teacher*^ \ 
Tisiting schools five days in a week during the months of December, Jam-"*' 
ary and February ; Saturdays at home, answering letters, Ac. Spring, ^ 
repeating the labors of autumn, in examining teachers in the several towi»-^ J 
in apportioning school moneys, altering school districts, and settling con^*' 
quent difficulties ; visiting schools again during the months of May, Jn-'^^® 
and July. Autumn, preparing for and holding Institute, collecting school 
reports, making abstract therefrom, &c.; thus devoting my time to the (1> 
charge of the duties of the office. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HARVEY E. WILCOX, 

Floyd, Nov. 25, 1865. School Commissioner^ 
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ONETOA COUNTY— Second District. 

Hod. V. M. Rick, SuperirUendent of Public Instruction : 

In compliance with your request the following Report is respectfully 
submitted: 

Number of towns in this Commissioner district 8 

school districts 1 01 

children of school age 6,791 

children enrolled in school 5,301 

Average daily attendance 2,298 

Per cent of attendance on enrollment • 43 

Number of teachers employed during the year 196 

Of whom there were females 153 

Average number of pupils to a teacher • 34 

Average number of weeks of school during year 30 

Amount pai4 for teachers' wages $15,005 50 

Average wages per week 4 98 

Total expenses of schools during the year, including the 

building of two school houses 20,112 84 

Which is for each child enrolled, per year 3 78 

Amount received from the State 8, 140 00 

Which is for each child enrolled . ., 1 53 

Tliis leaves an average expense of $2.25 per year to be paid by the pa- 
rents for each child attending school. So cheap a tuition as this ought 
to close the mouth of every misefly grumbler against the cost of our 
common schools. 

Districts. — The districts are very equally divided as to territory, and 
though alterations are sometimes solicited, they are not made unless the 
facts show that such change would promote the general welfare of all 
the schools concerned, and favor the attendance of children at all seasons 
of the year. The school house in District No. 10, Kirkland, was burned 
^*8t winter. The inhabitants have, at two meetings, voted not to raise 
^ tax to build another house. Another meeting is to be called, at which, 
if they vote in the same manner, the district must be dissolved and par- 
celed among its neighbors. District No. 5, Westmoreland, has had no 
school during the year; cause — its inhabitants refuse to repair the house. 
Union School No. 1, Vernon, organized in 1864, under special act, is 
the only free school in this district. 

^WVATK Schools. — The number reported is 15, with an attendance of 
500 pupils. The most important of these are the Clinton Liberal Insti- 
*^te, embracing two distinct departments, male and female; the Hough- 
ton Seminary, for ladies; the Holbrook Seminary, for boys, all located 
^^ Clinton. There are smaller academies located at Sauquoit, in Paris; 
^* Waterville, in Sangerfield; at Deansville, in Marshall; at Augusta, 
*Jiu at Vernon, in each of which a school is in session most of the year. 
School Houses. — Several are fine, appropriate structures. Many are 
^^^1 some are passable, and several are nuisances, the most intolerable, 
y^t tolerated by a wealthy class of citizens as good enough for their 
^ildren to learn refinement in, while many a man would be ashamed to 
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have 80 shabby a hovel on his premises for a horse stable. The rea^eon 
of this is that the corner stone of the old building is the almighty doZlaf. 

Trustees. — A large majority of the trustees seem to have the right 
spirit, and are zealous in their efforts to have good schools; yet there is 
still some ignorance as to the requirements of the new School Law. Tbe 
pamphlet copies distributed have been lost or destroyed, simply because 
it was a pamphlet, and officers since elected of course know nothing of 
its provisions. A substantial book, containing the act, with forms 
adapted to its provisions, explanations, &c., is much needed. 

A majority of the districts have three trustees. The trustees generally 
were more prompt this year than last in filing their reports within the 
proper time, but a few were very tardy. 

Town Clerks. — These officers have been prompt and diligent, and have 
the thanks of the Commissioner for their efficient services in procuring 
and sending to him the trustees' reports, and in the distribution of 
papers among the districts. 

Rate-Bills — Operate badly in some districts, by causing ** cheap teacb- 
ers" to be hired, whose inexperience and inefficiency will be spread out, 
** warranted and defended," over the required twenty-eight weeks, for 
the public money, **be the same more or less." Occasionally a poor family 
that should have been exempted, and sometimes one not so poor, will 
"keep their children from school for fear of the rate-bill. Yet, as no sy** 
tem of schools can be perfect, these ills are perhaps less than what woixM 
arise under a free system sustained by a general tax. 

Teachers. — In the villages and all the larger districts, theje has be^^ 
a. growing demand for the best experienced teachers. By encouraging 
this demand, and discreetly advising those preparing for teachers, ^^ 
well as ejected applicants, the Commissioner can do much towards raisii^S 
the standard of qualifications. Of the 196 teachers reported, not mote 
than one in ten intend to make teaching a profession. This factiB ±1^^ 
great incurable drawback to constant and rapid improvement in o^^^' 
schools. It never will be otherwise, so long as women will marry, s^t^^ 
young men desire to get rich. Hence, *' learning to labor and to wait, 
we must prepare and educate a new crop of teachers every four yee^^^' 
The accompanying circular of suggestions, prepared for the purpose, Icx^^ 
been put into the hands of every teacher licensed by me, or found teach 1 ^^^ 
in this district. Most teachers have followed the advice, and though lo^^ 
a small thing, it has been productive of some uniformity in teaching', ^^ 
order, and in the way of doing things: 

ToM 

If little things are all properly attended to, the whole will he well Aoi^^' 

Therefore, the Commissioner confidently hopes, that the following sU-^' 

gesHons upon points too frequently overlooked, will be carefully heeded ^J 

every Teacher in his District : 

1. Be at your school room at least twenty minutes before 9 o'clock A- ^ 
. 2. Have the school room thoroughly swept every day. 
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8% See that every article of furniture is in its proper place, and (in win* 
ter), that the fire is replenished with fuel, before calling the school to order. 

4. Have order commence at the threshold, the moment the bell has rung ; 
pupils should be taught to enter, and to leave the room in a quiet, orderly 
manner. 

5. Allow no eating, or chewing gum in school time ; nor is it well to 
allow water to be passed round the room for pupils to drink, in school time. 

6. It is not well to anticipate trouble, by announcing a code of *' Regu- 
lations '* in a common school. I would never do it. 

7. Endeavor by precept and example, to inculcate a love of honor, truth- 
fulness and self-respect, in the minds of all pupils. 

8. If a pupil is dull, or negligent, never call him a ** blockhead," or 
*^ stupid," nor use any language to degrade him; encouraging words and 
timely assistance are far better. 

9. Many persons weaken their influence by talking too muchy — therefore 
in government and discipline, use few words and they will have the greater 
force. Keep pupils occupied and they will be easily governed, 

10. Greet your pupils pleasantly in the morning — wear a cheerful coun* 
tenance through the day, — and never appear angry. 

11. Have a written order of daily clans exercises posted in the room^ and 
follow it to the letter. 

12. Be punctual in all things. 

13. Give short lessons and require them to be thoroughly learned. 

14. All, except the advanced class, should read their spelling lessons in 
^he class, before spelling ; and in spelling, each syllable should be sepa- 
rately pronounced ; once spelling on a word is better than twice, — the first 
effort is a test of knowledge, the second is mere guesswork, and a waste of 
tioie. 

16. In primary reading, endeavor to have the pnpil learn the words 
»t sight, rather than by spelling them out. 

16. Do not advance your classes too rapidly through the Heading book. 
One " verse " is often sufficient for an entire class drill. Teach reading by 
^dmple at every recitation. 

17. The common faults in reading, are, 

I. Reading too fast ; 

II. Speaking too low ; 

III. Indistinct articulation ; 

IV. Neglecting pauses. 

Ifindeavor to guard against these faults at every reading exercise. 

18. Drill each class upon emphasis, 

19. Do not fail to have each reader thoroughly understand the names and 
***^'* oj all marks of punctuation, and rigidly observe them in reading. 

20. Concert exercises of five or ten minutes each, by the whole school, 
'H^ee or four times a week, may be made very profitable on such subjects 
f^ the ** Sounds of the Letters,'' '* Punctuation,'' '' Multiplication Table," 

■*^a.bles of Weights and Measures," &c. Such exercises are especially 
^^eotnmended in the Summer schools. 

. 2l. In Geography, Arithmetic and Grammar, endeavor to have the sub- 
J^t of the lesson understood by each pupil ; the principles of science can 
^Ver be well understood by committing to memory the pages of the book, 
^J^d reciting the same like a parrot, — therefore teach the subject rather 
^^•ti the book. 

22. In Geography, each pupil should practice map-drawing. 

23. Lastly, after all the advice, the hints and the instructions you may 
^^ceive upon the subject of teaching, you must rely upon yourself. 
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The order f the system^ the ingenuity^ the dUcretion^ the tact, the perfiencfi, 
the perseverance, the energy , the ambition, the ii;i// to succeed, must each, 
and all, be within, and fonn a part of the teacher's mind, and he developed 
as a part of his character by daily exercise, or he can never become a irdy 
succeHiiful educator. That you may become such is the earnest wish of 
your friend, C. T. POOLER. 

P. S. — I expect that an examination of your school at the time of yisi- 
tation, will show that you have respected each of the foregoing suggestions. 

C. T. P. 

Examinations, are advertised and held in each town in April, at tte 
Teachers* Institute in the fall, and at home every Saturday. The exami- 
nations are partly oral and partly written, from verbal and printed ques- 
tions ; both being necessary to a fair exhibition of the candidate's qualifi- 
cations. The great general deficiency is in spelling, and in the elementarj 
principles of the English language. It is unfashionable to attend to these 
subjects thoroughly in the academies; hence teachers, otherwise well quali- 
fied, are lamentably deficient in these. It would be well if the Regents 
would add spelling to the list of subjects on which they require academic 
students to be examined quarterly. It would work a miracle; for it cer- 
tainly would cause the resurrection of a dead subject. 

Licenses. — During the last two years, I have granted about 250 licenses, 
nearly all of which are of the second and third grades. Thirty have been 
rejected. In one instance, where a third grade certificate was given, * 
second examination was required, and for good reasons the certificate W9^ 
annulled. 

Most urgent wants, are better qualified teachers ; and a spirit of 
liberality and interest in schools, sufficient to hire and pay for the servicjes 
of teachers so qualified. 

Apparatus. — About one-half of the schools have maps, or the rags of 
maps, on the walls of the room ; a few have globes ; most of them have 
Webster's dictionary, and all have blackboards. 

Libraries. — Excepting in a few large villages, the ** District School 
Library " has gone by default. Universal judgment is pronounced against 
it. Scarcely a citizen will consent to keep it at his house. It has been 
found moulding at the foot of cellar stairs, or furnishing material for 
mouse nests in the garret. Some of its best volumes have played truant» 
strayed away to some sympathizing friend, lost their district card and nuffi" 
ber, and taken up a permanent residence in the parlor. The annual appro- 
priation for school libraries seems to be a loss to the people, save when it 
is applied on teachers' wages. 

Teachers' Institute. — Believing that one of the other Commission- 
ers of this county, whose duty it was to attend to the statistics of our last 
Institute, will report them in full, I will only say that the session was very 
successful as to attendance and interest. Much was due to the able and 
efficient manner in which Prof. Moses, of Yates county, conducted the 
exercises of the entire session. Our teachers were fortunate, too, in bafvmg 
the benefit of class drills, exercises and instructions by that eminent reader 
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d elocntionist, Miss H. L. D. Potter. The interest and profitableness 
the session was increased daring the last week by seyeral lectures from 
e Hoii. Y. M. Rice, State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Our best teachers are those who have become such by regularly attending 
e Institutes ; taking notes, carrying the instructions there received into 
leir schools, and practically proving the beneficial influence of these annual 
mventions upon our common schools. It is a matter of regret that all 
iachers do not attend them. 

Details of Labor. — My time is all devoted to the duties of the office, 
1 the following order : Making the appropriations in March ; meeting the 
eachers for examination in the several towns in April ; visiting schools till 
he close of the summer term ; preparing for and holding Institutes in the 
Fall; making abstract returns of trustees' reports to the Department ; visit- 
ing schools all winter ; besides answering letters, attending to calls and in- 
qtiiries, alterations of districts, distributing papers, &c., as occasion requires 
throughout the year. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. T. POOLER, 

School Commissioner. 



ONEIDA COUNTY— Fourth District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

I^ear Sir — In compliance with the requirements from your office, the 
Tindersigned School Commissioner for the 4th District of Oneida county, 
consisting of the towns of Annsville, Ava, Boonville, Lee, Remsen, Steuben, 
Trenton and Western, submits the following Report : 

At present there are 132 school houses within this district ; and during 
*^e past year, one hundred and forty-one teachers have been employed for 
2o weeks, thus entitling the district to 141 district quotas. The number of 
children, as reported by the trustees, of school age, is 7,250; of whom, 5,460 
"*ve attended the district schools ; and from the Teachers' registers, I find 
^hey have all attended school 390,111 days, averaging 73.262 days nearly. 
■Tne scarcity of labor during the past year has aflFected the attendance 
^*terially. Parents were obliged to retain from school such of their cnil- 
*'en as could perform manual labor, as hired help could not be obtained. 

Hate-bills, in some few instances, have affected the attendance; but in all 
-ases of this kind, I notice that such persons as are affected thereby are of 
^n ignorant class, not knowing what their interests are or how to secure 
them. Were the people of this district to express their opinions on the 
'^hject of rate-bills, I think I can safely say that nine-tenths of them would 
**^or that system. I may here add, that in those districts where the 
**'gest rate-bill and the heaviest tax appears, there the Teachers' register 
contains the most names and by far the most marks for attendance. It 
^*y be said tbat these are districts of wealth and prosperity, and can well 
afford to pay such bills. To this I reply, that from my present knowledge of 
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the districts over which I have charge, I invariably find that those ytho i 
the most able are the least willing. It is an old adage, which I hold to 
true, "That for which we pay nothing, is regarded as worth nothing." 1 
new law already providing that one^half the public money be divided i 
cording to the average attendance, does not seem to draw to the schc 
room within this district any more scholars, and therefore I most cordial 
indorse the rate-bill system; and were I to suggest any change, it would ] 
to have all the public money divided according to the attendance. 

Teachers. — All the Teachers who have taught within this di*;tri 
during the past year, were licensed by me; of these, 61 were males and 2( 
females, so that the ratio stands as 3^ to one nearly. In 1860 there we: 
more males than females who taught within this district ; but that caus 
for which so many of our bravest young men were willing to abandon evei 
other avocation to engage in during the past three years, having been fal 
settled to their satisfaction, we trust they will again return to the scho 
room, that place which they left not without distinction and honor. 

Financial. — Notwithstanding the enormous taxes which the Sla 
KebcUion has necessarily imposed upon us, we notice that instead of 
decrease of expenditures to support our schools, there has been a gradi 
increase from one year to another, up to the present time. The amou 
raised by tax, within this district, during the past year, is- $3,228.17; 
rate-bills, $5,529.49; from all other sources, $510.75. These sums, togetl 
with the public money, and the fund from the proceeds of the Gos] 
School Lands, show receipts to the amount of $18,887.72 ; of whi< 
$16,089.72 has been paid for teachers' wages, $108.38 for libraries, $12. 
for school apparatus, $788.30 for school houses, sites, fences, out-hous 
repairs, furniture, &c., and $1,811.06 for other incidental expenses. Th 
together with $67.44 remaining on hand Oct. 1, 1865, shows the comph 
expenditure. 

School Houses. — The number of school houses within the district, 
stated at the commencement, is 132; of which, 123 are framed, tbr 
brick, five stone, and one log. These, as estimated by the trustees (whic 
by the way, is at a low figure) are worth $35,102, together with their site 
or nearly $266 each. I may here add that much has been done by tl 
districts within my jurisdiction within the past two years, in improving tl 
play-grounds and repairing the school houses and out-houses, and abatii 
all nuisances about the grounds ; an act for which the trustees well desen 
the thanks of the public, and most certainly have of their humble servan 
the Commissioner. 

Schools. — The studies pursued in the schools within this district, cou 
prise intellectual and written arithmetic with so many diflFerent books, I ^' 
not attempt to enumerate them, but fully believe from the superiority 
the work, that ere long Robinson's Series of Mathematics will soon be tl 
uniform text-books in mathematics. Brown's, Clark's and Kerl's Gr*^ 
mars are used. The higher mathematics are pursued in some of the be 
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schools. Sanders* Udioii Readers, and Parl:er & Watson^s National Series, 

are the principal reading books used at present. 
Examinations op Teachers. — It is my custom to examine teachers 

on all the topics which naturally arise in the common school room ; 

making the examination, when practicable, both oral and written. Of the 

265 teachers to whom I have granted certificates during the past year, 10 

have received first grade, 103 second grade, the remaining 122 third 
grade; of the latter class, some are for one term only, others for one year. 
Of the one hundred and thirty districts within my jurisdiction, 90 have 
one trustee, 10 two, and 30 three trustees. I trust ere long all will adopt the 
one trustee system. 

The number of volumes in the district libraries, as reported by trustees, 
ifl 13,187, estimated to be worth $0,489 ; and though the interest on this 
BQm amounts to $454.23, I venture to state, that on an average, there has 
not been one book per library, read during the past year. No attention is 
paid to them in most districts ; and if the library money were applied to 
teachers' wages, it would, in my opinion, be better expended. 

There are but three private schools within this district, with an attend- 
wce of only 100 scholars ; which are two less schools than last year, and 
thirty-five less pupils attending. There are, as usual, no parochial schools 
ID this Commissioner district. There are no schools for colored children 
in this district. 

The Teachers' Institute was held at Kome, and continued its session for 
12 days. Prof. Moses, of Yates county, was employed to take charge of 
*he class drills ; and to all who know the professor, it is useless for me to 
«*y that we had an interesting and profitable Institute. The Commission- 
's only regret that they are not allowed money enough by the State to 
defray the expenses thereof. As your honor was in attendance, we will 
not make further remarks on that subject. 

Of the labor performed by me, in discharging the duties of the office, 
office it for me to say, that feeling that the glory and honor of our republic 
lests wholly upon the education of the rising generation, I have spared no 
pains within my limited knowledge, to make the schools under my charge, 
higher, nobler, and more magnificent in their character ; and for the exer- 
tions I have the satisfaction of knowing that better feelings or more 
harmonious ones never existed throughout the district, since my first enter- 
"*g upon the duties of the office. 

■^11 of which is most respectfully submitted. 

M. N. CAPRON, School Commissioner. 

Wbst Leyden, Nov. 18, 1865. 



626 


do 


948 


do 


2,755 


do 


71 


do 



238 TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF TH8 

ONONDAGA COUNTY— City of Syracuse. 

Office Board of Education, 
Syracuse, Jan, 16, 1866. 

To Hon. Victor M. Rice, Supt. of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — In pursuance of instructions received from your Department,! 
have the pleasure of submitting the following account of the present coDdi- 
tion of our public schools. 

Attendance. — The annual census taken this year, shows that there are 
within the city 11,356 children between the ages of five and 21 years; and 
the school reports show that of that number we have registered in our 
schools 6,434 ; and we find by the census that there were 1,800 registered 
in private schools, leaving 3,122 children who have not received any school- 
ing for the past year, a very large majority of whom have been no doubt 
engaged in business pursuits. 

Of the number of children above reported as having been registered in 
our schools during the year last past, 

723 attended less than 2 months, 
1,312 do 2 months and less than 4 months, 

4 do do 6 do 

6 do do 8 do 

8 do do 10 do 

10 months. 

As compared with the year before, the attendance is better, and shows a 
healthy and growing interest in our schools on the part of the public. 

Non-attendance. — ^We suffer largely from non-attendance. The statis- 
tics above show that our present school system fails of reaching many chil- 
dren entitled to its benefits. Of the 3,122 children shown above, as not 
having been within our schools for the year past, a large proportion, no 
doubt, are but poorly prepared for the sterner work of life ; and need, and 
greatly need^ the drill and instruction received in the school room, to enable 
them to succeed in their various pursuits. While the war lasted, there was 
perhaps good reason for calling our children early from the school room to 
business life ; but now that the war is ended, and ended so gloriously too, 
this necessity no longer exists; and we sincerely hope that our children wiU 
be allowed to spend time enough within the school room for them to obtain, 
if not a thorough, at least the rudiments of a good common school educa- 
tion. Many patrons no doubt need the services of their children at an early 
age, owing to straitened circumstances ; and such, of course, should have 
our warmest sympathies and assistance ; but there are others, and they iofB^ 
a very decided majority, who do not properly value the benefits their chil- 
dren derive from a complete and thorough education, and allow and accept 
slight circumstances as excuses for withdrawing them from school at a very 
early age, and while they are but in the embryo state of a common school 
education. Such persons are guilty of a great wrong not only to themselves 
and their children, but also to the public. We wish something might be done 
to correct public sentiment in this respect ; and if no other method will do, 
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D by compalsory law. To give yon an idea of the extent to which this 
I has grown in our schools (and no more so in our own schools than in 
36 of many other cities), we will state that the first month of last term 
registered 4,686 pupils in our schools, as follows : 2,744 in our primary 
artment, 1,424 in our junior department, 439 in our senior department, 

79 in our academic department. The large number of pupils in our 
aarj department may be accounted for to a very great extent, by the 
that quite a number failed to graduate from the department on account 
)Oor scholarship, and this is somewhat true of the junior and senior de- 
ments ; but a very large majority in the junior and senior departments 
e school altogether before completing the course. This state of things 
) be deplored ; and because it is so general throughout the city, it should 
i?e the immediate attention of our public. 

ar schools also suffer greatly from irregular attendance and tardiness, 
have adopted stringent rules in regard to these matters ; hoping, and 
acting to a very great extent, to do away with them altogether. We 
) partially succeeded, and yet we are far from being satisfied with the 
It. Our last statistical report to your Department shows that we regis- 
i in our schools 6,434 pupils during the past year, while the average 
J attendance for the same time was but 4,059 pupils ; showing an ave- 

daily absence from school of over one-third the number of pupils 
stered. The number of cases of tardiness for the same time was 19,424 ; 
! lost, 2,970 hours, or 495 school days. Thus you see that we lose over 
third of our school privileges. We are satisfied that still more stringent 
sures must be adopted, in order to cure these evils. 
ouRSE OF Study. — In every system of graded scbools, the course of 
y should be prepared with refereuce to completeness and thorough- 
1. Our course is prepared for the purpose of giving to each pupil a 
plete common school education; and yet we are satisfied that if the 
3 of non-attendance and irregular attendance upon our common 
•ols are incurable, the course for each graded school system 
lid be prepared, having in view two purposed: first, that of giving 
I pupil who desires, a thorough common school education; second, 

of giving those who leave school in the intermediate grades, as 
h practical knowledge as may be, so that both classes may receive 
he benefits that can be bestowed on them. 
EACHERs. — Our teachers have been and are faithful in their work. 

can say with pleasure, that as a body, they are industrious and 
getic, and with a large majority of them teaching is their profession 
work for life. 

uring the year past we have employed 113 teachers, six males and 
females. Ninety-eight of our teachers were licensed by local autho- 
rs, and 15 by the State, and 6 of the latter were graduates of the 
^ Normal School. 

8 we said above, our teachers are doing well, and yet there is room 
improvement; and nothing, would give so much vigor and energy to 
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the labors of our corps of teachers, and' give our schools so great an 
iropulso in the right direction, as the establishment in our city of a 
Normal and Training School. We are happy to report that already 
have the first steps been taken by our Board of Education in this direction. 

School Buildings. — We have 12 brick school buildings belonging to 
the city, all of which are in a fine state of repair. Our city is fast 
increasing in population, and our school accommodations must likewise 
rapidly increase, or our schools will, of necessity, fail of accomplishing 
the great end for which they were established, that of giving each child 
in the city a good education. We could use to advantage, this very 
day, one- third additional school accommodations. Our citizens complain 
somewhat of burdensome taxation, and yet we feel that they would never 
grudge the money expended, or that might be profitably expended, ii 
they were fully acquainted with the educational work to be done in this 
field. We hope to be able to bring them to see their duty in this diiec 
tion, and to create on their part a greater willingness to discharge tba 
debt which they owe succeeding generations — that of giving each chil 
an education. 

We cannot but feel that we have done a good work in our schools fV 
the year past, and yet we are by no means satisfied with the results px" 
duced. There is still room for improvement on all sides and in eve i 
department; and we shall continue to work, keeping in view the o^ 
great purpose, that of improving and advancing our youug in mo* 
and intellectual culture. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by 

Your obedient servant, 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 
Acting City Superintendent of Schools 



ONONDAGA COUNTY— Second District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Herewith please find my special Report for the year just closed. 
The schools for the past year have lacked in interest, owing to the p^^ 
liar times through which we have passed. This assertion applies to *^ 
many, while the few show the exception. The sentiment is steadily advan- 
ing toward free schools, and it will not be long before a good system ^ 
free schools would be heartily welcomed by nearly all. A few schools haV' 
been obliged to close before the expiration of the time required by law. 

I would most respectfully renew the recommendation which I made lastyeafi 
which was that all papers to be distributed to trustees be forwarded tc 
Commissioners early in the spring, and all at the same time. The Coo*' 
missioner can, at his first visit thereafter, circulate them, and make ^^ 
needed explanation. This course would save Commissioners mucli trouW^! 
by securing correct reports from trustees. _,^ 
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^- It occurs to me that it would be wise to abolish the practice of obliging 
trustees to make affidavit to the correctness of their reports : certain it is 
that it would save much false swearing. As an instance: one trustee re- 
ported an average daily attendance of ninety-five, when the whole number 
residing in the district of a school age was but thirty-three. I returned the 
r^rt, with instructions ; and on its second receipt, the trustee reported 
fourteen and eight-tenths. Again, a trustee reported seventy-five, where 
there were but thirty-five living in the district of a school age. The report 
vu returned ; and on its next receipt, the number had dwindled to one. 
laproviug by the instructions received at the guessing school, I wrote 
twelve. 

There has been one private and one parochial school consisting respectively 
tf eighteen and twenty-five pupils. 

The library money is now thrown away. If it could be applied to the 
purchase of Lippincott's Pronouncing Gazetteer, and thus place a copy in 
tech school, it would be a wise expenditure of the money. 

Onondaga Academy is still under the principalship of Prof.fJ. Wilson, 
A. M. The inhabitants take little or no interest in the school. I was 
present at the examination of the teachers' class last spring, and must say 
that the pupils sustained a good examination. 

As the Institute was held in the first district, I will leave that subject 
for Mr. Wright to report upon. The Teachers' Association of this district 
■M been addressed by gentlemen as follows : Rev. Mr. Higley, Mr. Nor- 
«an Green, Prof. D. Bockes and A. L. H. Smalley, Esq. 

I^ETAiL OF Labor. — Perhaps it is sufficient to say that a working 
School Commissioner performs double work, and receives one -half pay. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. P. HOWE, 

January 1, 1866. School Commissioner 2d DisL Onon. Co, 



ONONDAGA COUNTY— Third District. 

Jamesyille, Jan, 1866. 

^^^' V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

™y Dear Sir — For several weeks at intervals, I have been sorely afflict-, 
w with neuralgia, hence my apparent negligence in not sending in mj 
bitten report of the condition of the schools under my supervision. 

Itt compliance with the Circular issued by your Department on the 13tli 
***Uat, I submit the following brief Report : 

vOiiMON Schools. — There are within my jurisdiction 103 school dis- 
wicts, whose houses are located within the several towns composing the 
*f*^rd 09mmissioner District of Onondaga county : 77 of these are frame 
Wldiogg^ 9 are built of brick, and 17 of stone. 

*«e whole number of children of school age residing in said district at 

Uasem. No. 90.] 16 
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the close of the last school year, as reported by the trustees, was 7,1-4:9 ; 
being an increase over the previous year of 128. The whole number ire- 
ported as having attended school during the year, is 5,594 ; being a. ^fe- 
crecufe from the previous year of 39. 

Five private schooU have been in operation part of the time daring the year, 
drawing off from our public schools 148 of the children who usually attend 
them ; so in reality, there has been an increase of the number in attendance 
of 109. By a careful observation, I find in communities which are impress- 
ed with the benefits arising from an early and careful training of the young, 
that the attendance of the persons of school age is regular, and that the 
recitations are well prepared. 

It is impossible for the teachers to produce good scholars, unless they 
are aided in their efforts by parents or guardians at home ; and in order 
that scholars may improve rapidly, each parent should take some interest 
in their studies, and not consider that the work belongs to the teacher 
alone. A well cultivated mind should be the great desideratum, an^ 
when parents really care for the culture of their children, the rate-bill* 
will be of minor importance. 

District Libraries. — In reference to district libraries, I regard tbeia 
MA simply relics of the past. Occasionally one is to be found that seems to 
be partially cared for and somewhat appreciated ; but in general they ai^® 
jumbled together in some rough box, or scattered about the neighborhood* 
no one knowing or caring but little about them. Catalogues of books a^^^ 
generally unknown. The number is usually guessed at by the trustees ^ 
making their reports, and I doubt not is often exaggerated. Popul^^ 
opinion, in reference to this matter, is accurately read, in the manner ^^ 
disposing of the library money. Of the sura of $288.58 apportioned to tl::^^ 
district for library purposes, only $104.46 was reported as having ho«^ 
actually expended for books, and I am of the opinion that some w^*"® 
mistaken in their reports on that point. A legal institution, not upheld ^7 
public sentiment to any great extent, in my judgment, ought to be aboliah^^' 

Teachers. — The number of teachers employed at the same time, wb^** 
the several districts and departments are supplied, is 112; and the wHol^ 
number of different teachers employed during the year was 211, of wb^^^*** 
177 were females and 34 males; being eight females more, and six mO'l^^ 
less, than were reported the preceding year. Of the whole number, 20o 
were licensed by local oflBcers, three hold State certificates, and two 
Are graduates from the State Normal School. The two latter, I tak« 
pleasure in saying, are Daniel W. Sprague, of the graduating class of 1859, 
And Jerome M. Bayne, of the graduating class of 1860. These gentlemcD 
Are now teaching in my district; the former in the village of Apulia;, i^^ 
liatter is principal of the Union School, in the village of FayetteviIIc» 
which is the largest school under my supervision, and, according to m/ 
humble opinion, one of the best schools in the county. 

I am also gratified in mentioning the fact, that Daniel Losey, of the 

aduating class of 1845, is engaged, at present, as principal of the Union 
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school in the Tillage of Manlius, and succeeds finely. Miss Julia A. Govil, 
of the village of Fabius, and a graduate of the class of 1846, is engaged 
in teaching a model select school, in said village ; and permit me to say, 
with all due deference to otliers of the profession, I regard her as one of 
the most successful teachers in this county. 

All honor to our State Normal School, and I sincerely hope that every 
yacancj therein may be speedily filled by active, intelligent, energetic 
young ladies and gentlemen. 

Financial. — The amount raised by rate-bill, for the last school year, is 
$5,780.37 ; being an increase over the amount raised the previous year, of 
11,112.38, which increase corresponds with the general advance of teachers* 
wages. The amount raised by tax, for school purposes, the past year, in 
$4,605.95; which is also an increase over the previous year, of 8996.80, all 
of which speak well for our educational interests. 

Commissioner's Duties. — In taking a retrospective view of the labora 
performed during the five years I have officiated, and the results accom- 
plished in the interests of education, I can but regret that so little has 
been done in furtherance of a cause so noble. While the happiness of the 
individual and the prosperity of the State are so intimately connected with 
the early culture and intelligence which it is the office of our schools to 
UQpart; and when, from the variety and magnitude of the difficulties in the 
^y, we see how far short our educational system fails of doing a perfect 
''^rk, we are led to say, ** Who is sufficient for these things ?" Still, it U 
pl^iinly to be seen, that the people are looking at this subject in a truer 
%ht. Teachers of a higher grade are desired, and better wages are paid, 
*Jid, on the whole, we take courage and look forward with brighter hopes 
^ the future. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

B. S. GREGORY, School Commisnoner. 



ONTARIO COUNTY— First District. 

Orleans, N. Y., December 3, 1865. 
*^o the Hon. V. M. Rice : 

Sir — I submit herewith a brief account of the common schools subject 

^ my visitation. The past year, in my judgment, has witnessed a markeid 

improvement in the schools in this county. The war which so long dis- 

'•^cted our country, very seriously impeded the progress of our schools, 

"y taking to the field our best teachers, and absorbing the interest of our 

*^tire population. Peace, with its great blessing, a re-united country, has 

brought also a consciousness to the community at large, that the paramount 

^^terest of the country now to be cherished is the educational interest. 

*here is no foe that we need fear now, but the ignorance of the masses. 

^^ the common school system of this State, we have the most effectual 

*iieaTi8 for promoting that general diffusion of knowledge which is at once 

*® glory of our State and the palladium of its safety. 
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Ghanqes in the School Law. — The changes which have been recem ^^J 
teade in our school laws have awakened a new interest, and, as far as '■^a:^ 
observation extends, are a decided improvement. 

New School Houses.— New school houses are being erected, notwi d^. 
standing the very great expense at present of building ; and the styl^ of 
kiilding and fitting up is commendably liberal. 

Text-Books. — The text-books used in this district are very good^ «i.Tftd 
there is a reasonable uniformity in this respect. Sanders' Readers &i:id 
Spellers are in most of the schools; Robinson's Arithmetics, practical aKi<f 
hiteliectual ; McNally's Geography ; Brown's and Clark's Grammars, aixd 
lite Spencerian system of writing, as found in almost all the schools. 

Teachers' Wages. — My colleague in the second district, and myself^ 
%kye sought in all proper ways to secure to teachers a good compensation^ 
as a preliminary step to a higher standard of qualification for teaching. Ti 
gives me pleasure to say that teachers are now receiving a very fa.ir 
remuneration for their services. Their wages range from five to t^^ 
dollars per week. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Teachers' Institute, held at Canandaig*^« 
Coring the last week in September and the first week in October, was yeirj 
generally regarded as a complete success. Hon. V. M. Riee was presents • 
j^rt of the session, and his sensible talk and practical instructions did ve^cj 
Much to promote the interests of our common schools. Miss Potter ^'^^ 
itistruction in Elocution, which all present highly appreciated and will ib^^ 
aoon forget. S. W. Clark gave instruction in Grammar ; M. M. Merrell ^^ 
Geography and Orthography, and Prof. Green in Mathematics. We w^ r® 
also aided, as usual, greatly, by N. T. Clark and Prof. Halsey, of -tJ^^ 
Ganandaigua Academy. We had lectures by the Rev. Mr. Titus, Rev. ^" 
M. Day, Rev. Dr. Hibbard, and Rev. Dr. Dagget. We had also a m.o^* 
instructive and useful lecture on Physiology, from Dr. T. S. Lambert , ^^ 
Peekskill. We are certain that the good effects of this Institute i?eil* 
manifest themselves in the school rooms during the coming year. 

Commissioner's Labors. — As to my labors, I have only to say tho-* ^ 
aim to do my duty, under a sense of the great importance of our comE»oii 
schools. When I think that in this State there are a million of ehild.x'^ii 
intending our common schools, I feel that there is no cause more dcser'vii^lf 
td teal and devotion, in its promotion, than our common school interest. 

Yours truly, 

J. A. WADER, 
School Com, Ist. dist. Ont. Co* 



ORANGE COUNTY— First District. 

Hon. Victor M. Rice : 

In compliance with the requirements of the Department^ I hereby f^ 
tpectfuUy submit the following report : 

Number of Children attending School. — The whole number « 
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Idren between the ages of 5 and 21, residing in my district, as appears 

tlie reports of trustees, is 11,989 ; of this number, 6,966 attended school 

ne portion of the last school year. The average daily attendance WM 

TxAGHERS. — One hundred and fifty different teachers hare been engaged 

teaching ; 33 males and 117 females. Male teachers receive from $89 
050 per month ; females, from 825 to $35. 

Rate-bills. — I am unable to make any positive statement as to the in* 
cnce of rate-bills on the attendance at school. I am not prepared to saj^ 
at if all the schools were free, the aggregate attendance would be mai^ 
xWy increased at once, although in time it would very naturally have thai 
salt. Ignorant and stupid parents will let their children run wil4, 
bether they are pbliged to pay for their schooling or not. As I reported 
8t year, ** best schools pay the largest rate -bills." 

Studies. — In addition to the ordinary branches, Geometry, Algebra, 
hilosophy. Chemistry, and the Languages, are taught in the Newburg^ 
hcols, and in District No. 1, Monroe. 

Text- BOOKS. — No changes of consequence have been made in text bodoi 
Qce my last report. In a number of instances, Parker and Watson^j 
eaders have been introduced ; in some few, Willson's. 

District School Libraries. — They remain in about the same con- 
tion as at last report. Trustees pay but little attention to them ; in fact^ 

many cases using the library money illegally, as no account of it is made 
^ their reports. 

Trustees' Reports. — Many of the reports sent to me are made out 
>iTectly ; but I am sorry to say, that in a number of instances they woul4 
uzzlc a decipherer of Egyptian hieroglyphics to understand. A greak 
^ctny discrepancies occur in the financial reports of trustees; some of thed) 
^ glaring, that it is impossible to reconcile them on any other hypothesis 
*»n that money furnished by the Department of Public Instruction has 
Sen pocketed by the trustees. With such trustees, making out a report 10 
^plj a matter of skill in balancing. They first find the receipts, taking 
'^ to make them as small as possible : next they ascertain the expenditure 
'^ teachers' wages, taking care to make them as large as possible : next, 
^ines finding the difference between the receipts and expenditures ; an4 
^8 difference is distributed along the column of expenses, in the shape of 
^od, coal, repairs, school apparatus, &c., so as to make the two columns 
^Q^ctly balance. If the inhabitants of the districts will not elect upright 
^d intelligent men to the office of trustee, and call them to an account of 
^^ir stewardship yearly, it is not much matter if they are gulled, did not 
^^ schools suffer on account of their negligence. 

Teacher' Institute. — The Institute was held in the Chester Aca- 
^toy, commencing July 31, and continuing in session 11 days. It was 
^Tnitted on all hands to be the best Institute ever helil in this county. The 
^nole management was intrusted to Prof. Edward Or ton, now of Antiodi 
College in Ohio, one of the most accomplished scholars and thorough and 
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efficient teachers with whom it has ever been mj fortune to meet. Px'ol 
Orton was assisted in Eeading and Calisthenics by Prof. J. Madison W^a^i- 
Bpn, of New York, and in Mathematics by Prof. Chas. Davies. Mi&» S. 
L. D. Potter also gave instruction in Elocution. 

The Institute was organized at once on the plan of a Model School. Xc* 
stead of listening to dry, prosy lectures, every teacher was obliged to do 
something : to ** go to the board ;*' to enunciate rules ; to write definitions* 
to criticise pronunciation, &c. Prof. Orton won all hearts; and at the elose 
of the Institute, the teachers presented him with an elegant gold-hes^cled 
oane. Prof. Watson also did good service, and it is to be hoped that^ l^ia 
efforts in the sadly neglected department of pronunciation will long be re- 
membered by the teachers. 

The Institute was visited, on the last day of the session, by the Hon. 
Victor M. Rice. His lecture, explaining and defining the duties of Com- 
missioners and teachers, was listened to with profound attention ; and a 
drone indeed must that teacher be, who does not catch a part of the energj 
and enthusiasm which the Superintendent brings to his work. LectuJres 
were delivered by Prof. Watson, Dr. Lambert, Hon. C. H. Winfield, JucJ^e 
Greene, Rev. B. N. Freeland. About 140 teachers attended ; a large p^^i" 
tion of them the whole term. 

Teachers' Class. — I have taken some pains to compare the memb^^^ 
of the Teachers' class with other teachers, and 1 confess I see no differen ^®* 
I doubt the propriety of spending so large a portion of the public money '^^^ 
such purposes. 

Normal Teachers. — Far different, however, has been my experie*^^® 
as to the claims of Normal Teachers. Now I do not mean to say that ev ^^3 
graduate of the Normal School is a paragon of perfection ; not by any me*.^**^* 
A person, to make a live teacher, must naturally be energetic and pec"^®' 
yering, no matter where he or she is educated; but other things being eq*:»fl^» 
a teacher from one of our ordinary seminaries will bear no comparison wi*^ 
a Normal graduate. The former has neither method in teaching^ nor ^^^ 
tern in government; the latter excels in both. It is not enough to be e edu- 
cated ; the teacher must know how to impart knowledge and govern wr^U* 
I sincerely believe the Normal School has done more for the comtti^^ 
schools in Orange county, during the last few years, than all other irifl^" 
isnces combined. 

\ School Commissioner. — The duties assigned to the School Commit 
fiioner have been performed in much the same manner as reported last yea'* 
The accuracy and fidelity with which reports and information required ^J 
tilie State Superintendent have been furnished, are well known at the P^ 
partment, and need no comment. In my visits at the schools I generaUj 
make suggestions of the following import : 

l,st. Order in school : system in taking in and dismissing school; also ifl 

calling up and dismissing classes. 
2d. Short and perfect lessons. I insist that that pernicious practice ^^ 
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allowing poor readers to blunder through long lessons, with the teachdr 
continually prompting them, shall be abandoned, 
frequent use of globes by teachers. 
• Less committing to memory of long geographical definitions, and mor/s 
attention to outline maps! I recommend an hour's exercise occasion- 
ally with wall maps, in which the scholars are required to point oat 
countries noted for their commodities of export, the direction of ships 
in transporting them, &c. Such exercises fix knowledge in the micd 
a thousand times better than mere lesson learning by rote. 
. Map drawing. 

^roQESTioNs. — The necessity of the affidavit to trustees' report is very 
larent. I beg leave to suggest the propriety of having it printed on the 
K>rt, instead of upon a separate sheet. I also suggest the alteration of 
» form, so that the number of days on which school is actually taught 
.y be separated from the legal holidays. This last is necessary, in order 
Lt the Commissioner may find the exact average daily attendance. 

Very respectfully and truly yours, 

GEO. K. SMITH. 

Monroe, Dec. 28, 1865. 



ORANGE COUNTY— Second District. 

Goshen, December 10, 1865. 

•n. Y. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 
rile undersigned, School Commissioner for the Second Assembly Di»- 
ct, in the county of Orange, respectfully submits the follov^ing Report: 
-'OMMON Schools. — The number of schools, as reported to me by the 
•^tces this fall, is 110. They are taught by 225 teachers during' some 
'*t of the year; this is an average of about two teachers to a school. 
'8 is one of the greatest evils in our common schools, the too frequent 
^Ugc of teachers. Although I think Ixjan safely say that the schools 
this district are slowly but surely improving; this improvement is 
ing more to the energetic measures of the teachers than anything else 
lave noticed a decided change for the better among those teachers who 
^ in the habit of attending institutes and educational meetings of all 
ids throughout the county. They belong to that class of teachers who 
e trying to prepare themselves for the better discharge of their labors 
the school room. There is another class of teachers that never attend 
Btitutes or teachers' meetings of any kind. Of this class I have but 
ttle to say; they are hardly worth a passing notice. 
Attendance. — The irregularity of attendance still proves a source pf 
^cat annoyance to most of our teachers. Very many commence at the 
^i"!}' age of four or five years, before thoy have the strength to endure 
De hardships of sitting on a hard bench six or seven hours in the day. 
^ix or seven years of age is soon enough to send any child to school 
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The first seven or eight years of a child's life ought to be spent iu €i>ut- 
door exercises, to laj- the foundation of a strong and healthy constitution, 
which will be worth more to him than any advantage he will gaii^ by 
commencing studies at too early an age. 

Rate-bills. — As nearly as I can find out by careful inquiry, rate-bills 
bave a tendency to reduce the attendance in our common schools. I 
have known c iscs where the dread of a large rate-bill has broken up the 
best schools in the rural districts. They have a tendency to reduce tbe 
attendance and make trustees extremely cautious about hiring well 
qualified teachers, or at least of paying sufficient wages to procure thor- 
oughly qualified teachers. I have known a number of cases whei'C 
parents were too poor to pay the rate-bills, and rather than be considere^d 
paupers, they would keep their children out of school and deprive thoM 
of the means of an education. This rate-bill is one of the greatest cur^?^ 
that rests upon the schools of the Empire State. A little good and wh»l^ 
gome legislation in this direction would not be out of place. I hope tlw 
day is not far distant when the free school system will be universal 
throughout the length and breadth of the Empire State. 

Trustees' Reports. — Trustees have been very prompt in sending in 
their reports this fall. They were all in by the first of November iyvX 
two, and they were lost on their way to the town clerk's office. 'Vhe 
only way I can account for this promptness on their partis, thatlO'St 
fall seven districts were left out in the cold. Many of the reports from 
the trustees show carele-^sness, and some stupidity and ignorance. I 
would suggest the propriety of having the report and affidavit all on one 
jBheet, for in many cases nothing but the report was returned to mc from 
the trustees. 

The majority of the districts prefer three trustees instead of one. 

Persons of School Age.— The number of persons of school age, as 
reported to me by the trustees, is 11,282; this is an increase of 541 over 
last year. There were 9,108 who attended school some part of the year; 
this is also an increase of 724. Academies and select schools, withio 
reach of nearly all, reduce the attendance of the older class of pupils. 

School Uouses. — In some districts but little attention had been paid to 
their school houses. There arc about eighteen in this district that onght 
to be condemned as unfit for school purposes; yet if you speak to the 
inhabitants of the district about building a new school house, they will 
stick their hands into their pockets and hold on to their pockct-bcofc« 
like grim death. Change the subject, and ask them about their Harable- 
tonian and Clay horses, or their Dutch and Durham cows, and their coun- 
tenance will wear a different aspect. But, thank God, these districts 
are in the minority in Orange county. In many districts they have neat 
and even elegant school houses and grounds, and people generally 
throughout the county are beginning to exhibit considerable interest m 
the cause of education. 

OuT-BUiLDiNGS. — There is a great deficiency in out-buildings in mofl^ 
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tricts in this Assembly District. Not more than one-half arc supplied 
bh out-buildings of any kind. This neglect on the part of the trustees 
unpardonable, and should be remedied as soon as possible. 
Apparatus. — Almost every school in this district is supplied with a 
ickboard at least; and since the last session of the Institute in this 
iinty, the teachers are using them to a good advantage to their pupils, 

the way of map-drawing and elocution, as well as mathematics. 
\nj districts are supplied with globes, outline maps, charts and maps 

the eastern and western hemispheres; also maps of the World and^ 
lited States. 

Text-books. — Readers, Sanders' Series and Willson's (Sanders' generally 
ed); Spellers, Town's and Sanders'; Grammars, Smith's, Brown's and 
ttllions' (Smith's generally used); GcograpLics, Smith's, Mitchell's, Mc- 
ally's, and Colton and Fitch's ; Arithmetics, Thomson's Stoddard's and 
obinson's; Philosophies, Comstock's; Algebras, Day's and Davies'; 
istories, Willson's. I think the evil of having so many varieties of text- 
)oks might he remedied if the trustees had the power to determine the 
nd of text-hooks to he used. Teachers often complain, and justly, of 
leir inability to classify their schools on account of this evil. 

Urgent Wants. — In speaking of the urgent wants of our schools, my 
lend Mr. Smith, Commissioner of the First district, hit it exactly 
hen he said: We want educated, energetic, and thoroughly interested 
ustees. If every school district will elect trustees that will require 
iachers who apply for situations to show their certificates, and refuse to 
Mploy those possessing third grades; and that will visit the school fre- 
uentlyj and if the teacher is a good one, show that they appreciate his 
Brvices, but if a poor one, discharge him ; then nearly all other evils con- 
ected with common schools will disappear. 

Teachers. — The proportion of males to female teachers is one male to 
ow females. Probably not more than one-sixth of the male teachers 
Qtend to follow it as a permanent employment. Many are farmers' sons, 
^tto teach during a few otherwise idle months in the winter. Many of the 
sniales make teaching an auxiliary or stepping-stone to the happy state of 
•matrimony. Wages of females are about $6 per week ; those of males, 
tout 18. 

Examination op Teachers. — I have endeavored to conform to the 
■cquirements of the law in granting certificates, though circumstances have 
spelled me to grant certificates when I knew the applicant was not quali- 
^^d in every respect ; but in such cases, I generally give a license to 
•^^li a particular school for three or six months. The burden of my ex- 
^Jiiinations has been oral ; but in every case where I can find a blackboard 
'^^se, I use it to good effect, and like it much better than oral examina- 
"ons. I have made several examinations at my residence ; these I can 
freely tolerate, and I heartily discourage them on all occasions when they 
^^ he avoided. I meet teachers twice each year in their respective towns 
^^^ examinations, and give notice in all the county papers of such meetings. 
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Normal School Graduates. — The number of Normal School gradu- 
ates in this district is six; they command good wages, and are very sno* 
cessful teachers. The best schools in the county are taught by these teacben. 

Academies. — There are five academies in this district; thcjareall 
well managed institutions. The number of students I can not report. The 
teachers of this district, educated in these institutions, are found deficient 
in the primary branches. The desire to secure a large share of the funds 
appropriated to the support of academies is an incentive to the teachers to 
urge the students to take up the higher branches. The Teachers' class, 
' examined by myself last spring (Mr. Smith of the First district being 
absent), acquitted itself with credit, and showed that Prof. Orton knew 
the wants of our teachers. 

Private Schools. — The number of private schools in this district is 
16, with an attendance of 514 pupils. 

Colored Schools. — There are two colored schools in this district; one 
at Middletown, taught by a colored lady. I have not visited it yet, atid 
can not tell anything about it. The other in Goshen, taught by an accom* 
plished young lady of the place. The school has an attendance of 2^ ) 
average, 22. The school is in a flourishing condition, and gives good satis* 
faction. 

District School Libraries. — There is but little interest among tlic 
people in regard to their school libraries. In most cases where I h^^^ 
called to see the libraries, I have found them stowed away in some ou^ ^ 
the way place where they are seldom seen^ In one instance I found t^h* 
library in a wagon-maker's shop, covered with dust, and never used. Ii 
most cases people take and return the books at their pleasure, or do notrcturi 
them as they see fit. One reason for the lack of interest among the peoph 
in regard to their libraries, is, that every family has reading matter enough 
of their own, in shape of daily and weekly newspapers. 

Institute. — The last session of the Teachers' Institute, held in this 
county at Chester Academy, was one long to bo remembered by the teachew 
who attended it, for the valuable hints and instructions they received oo 
the subjects of teaching and education. 

The Institute opened Monday, July 31, and continued two weeks. 
Prof. Orton, now of Antioch College, Ohio, was principal conductor. 
He was assisted by Professor Watson in Eeading, Elocution, Phonetics and 
Calisthenics; Mr. Calkins, Primary Instruction ; Mr. Potter, Caligraphji 
Prof. Davics, Mathematics ; Dr. Lambert, Physiology ; and Miss Potter, 
Vocal Gymnastics and Elocution. Evening lectures were delivered by 
Prof. Watson— Subject, ** Education and Elocution ;" Prof. Orton— Sub- 
ject, •* Moral Culture ;" Dr. J. H. Thompson, of Goshen— Subject, "Mind 
and its Culture;" Judge Green, of Goshen — Subject, *' Unconscious 
Tuition;" Hon. C. H. Winfield, of Goshen— Subject, •* Daniel Webster 
and the American Senate;" Rev. Mr. Freeland, of Monroe — SuljcA 
** Wingless Victory." 
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Miss Potter, who was sent here by the Department, gave several dra- 
latic readings and recitations — " Maud MuUer," ** The Raven," ** Will 
lie New Year come to-night, Mother," and numerous other pieces, which 
rere listened to by spell-bound audiences. Her hours of training were 
rell attended, not merely by members of the Institute, but by the public. 

The presence of the State Superintendent among the teachers of Orange 
touDty awakened a new life among them. His lectures and remarks will 
3e productive of much good. 

Details of Labor. — My time has been fully occupied in visiting 
schools, making apportionments, copying reports, altering districts, holding 
ichool meetings, and corresponding with the Department, teachers and trus- 
tees. I am under many obligations to the editors of the county papers, 
and to the Department ond the friends of education generally, for their 
kiudoess and constant support; and especially to the trustees, teachers and 
patrons of the schools, for tlieir hospitality toward me while among them. 
With the hearty co-operation of Mr. Smith, Commissioner of the First 
district (whose friendship I ardently desire to reciprocate), we organized a 
Teachers' Institute at Chester, which gave good satisfaction to all who 
attended it. 

The trustees* reports show that I have made 181 visits during the past 
^Ar. I have allowed the statement to remain so upon the abstract sent 
ou ; hut I have made 203 visits during the year. I have called on 11 
'hools that were vacant at the time I called. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN J. BARR, 

School Commissioner. 



ORLEANS COUNTY. 

South Barre, Jan. 27, 1866. 
fon. Victor M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir — In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor of submit* 
>^g the following Report : 

This Commissioner District embraces the county of Orleans, containing 
*lr«e towns. There are within the county 129 school districts whose 
mouses are within the county, and thirteen that have houses in adjoining 
counties — four in Grenesee, five in Monroe, and four in Niagara. 

School Houses. — The district contains 131 school houses : of this 
•J^inber, about one-third are large, commodious, well built structures, 
BUoated upon pleasant, roomy lots ; another third are fair samples of the 
^yle of school house architecture in vogue twenty years since, generally 
^ilh ill-arranged incommodious seats, and too frequently upon lots just 
**^ge enough to hold the house. A large proportion of the remaininsr 
"ouses are utterly unfit for the purpose for which they are intended, and 
Nothing but the exigencies of the times prevents me from taking steps at 
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once for their coutlcmnation. During the past summer, there have been kt 
two school houses built : one in No. 10, Kendall — a wooden building, on a 
handsome site, finished in the finest style, and every way an honor to tbe 
district. The other in district No. 2, Shelby — a fine brick building, roomy, 
pleasant and commodious, with this drawback only, that it is situated on a 
«mall ill graded lot. 

Schools. — During the summer, there were employed, at the same time, 
in the county, one hundred and forty teachers, all females but one, the 
teacher of the senior department of the Union School in Kendall. The 
teachers were nearly all licensed before my term of office commenced ; so I 
am not prepared to speak, very definitely, of their qualifications. There 
were a few very good schools ; a large number of schools that pass under 
the head of fair, and a few that it is difficult to characterise properly. 

In the next report, that I hope to have the honor to submit to your I>e- 
partment, I shall give the location of the districts, and the names of the 
teachers of the very good schools. 

Visits. — Between the first of May and the 15th of September, I visited 
every district in the county, making notes of the condition of the houses 
and grounds, the attendance of scholars, the appearance of the schools, and 
the manner of teaching. 

Licensing Teachers. — Before the first of November, I had gifeu 
licenses to ninety-eight teachers. A few of these taught in the summer, 
but much the larger number were examined for teachers for the winter 
schools. The examinations have been conducted mostly orally ; althongh 
usually enough of every examination is required to be written, to test the 
qualifications of the applicant, in writing, spelling, punctuation, &c. 

In the latter part of October, and the fore part of November, I made » 
tour of the towns for the purpose of examining teachers, after advertising 
for three weeks in the county papers. 

District Libraries. — The district libraries are almost entirely neg- 
lected : they are used, as far as they are used at all, without any reference 
to rules and regulations ; and the money appropriated, in most instances, 
for library purposes, is so much wasted. Unless something can be done 
to renew the interest in these libraries, the appropriation should be flus* 
pended. In my opinion the only manner in which the interest is to be re- 
newed, is, to make a large appropriation, at once, to each district, for the 
purchase of books, requiring the district to raise as large an amount for the 
same purpose ; thus creating a new library. If this could be done, the 
libraries should be put under a uniform set of regulations dictated by the 
Department, and then put under the special charge of the Commissioner?. 

Teachers' Institute. — A Teachers' Institute was held at Albion, be- 
ginning September 25, and holding two weeks. J. W. Barker of Boff«^*^» 
conducted the exercises, assisted by Professors Bellamy and Morehonse. 
Prof. G. W. Sanders was present the last week, and gave added interest to 
the exercises by his labors in the department of Elocution. The attena- 
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ee was not as large as it should have been ; but the verdict of the teach* 
B, as to the high character of the Institute, was unanimous. 
It will be remembered that I have held the office of Commissioner since 
e first of April only. If it should be my duty to report to your honor 
jxtfall, I shall hope to be able to give a much more detailed report, and 
I do it in much better season. I had hoped, under the circumstances, that 
might be excused from the duty of reporting at all this season. 

Respectfully yours, 

A. STILSON, 

Commi»sionei% Orleans Co. 



CITY OF OSWEGO. 

othe Hon. V. M. Rice, Slate Superintendent of Public Instruction: 
We hereby submit the following Supplemental Report of the condition 
od progress of the Oswego Schools : 

It may be safely said that our schools were never in a more prosperous 
ondition than at the present time. There has been less falling off in 
ttendance in most of the classes than in previous years, and the progress 
lade has been quite satisfactory. In nearly every instance the prescribed 
ourse of study has been completed, and the examinations show a com- 
mendable degree of thoroughness. During the past few years, iu the 
>wer grades, our schools have been in something of a transition state, so 
if as subjects and methods of instruction are concerned ; and consequently 
' has hardly been possible to form an accurate judgment of their full power 
8 a means of mental culture. The course, for the first five years, at least, 
^ay now be considered as nearly or quite settled ; the teachers are familiar 
^th their work, and we may hope in future to mark more satisfactory 
-suits than we have been able to do in years past. This much, at least, is 
teady evident. The readiness with which the children consider new 
iiestions, and reason upon them, and the ease with which they communi- 
^te their thoughts, are quite marked. There can be no gainsaying the 
^ct, that by these processes the perceptive faculties are quickened, the 
Aginative and reasoning faculties are awakened and strengthened, and 
uiguage is cultivated. There is also a degree of accuracy in the observa- 
^on and expression of the children, which is very commendable. 
Wants and Necessities op the Schools. — School Buildings. — 
t is now three years since any additions have been made to the capacity 
f our school buildings. Additional rooms have been hired from time to 
^e, until with the opening of the spring term, not less than seven 
^iindred children are taught in hired rooms, including the winter school, 
^liese rooms are invariably small, low, and inconvenient. The annual rent 
?*id is little less than $1,000. The pressure of numbers is steadily 
^creasing from year to year ; and unless something is done soon to increase 
^w school accommodations, this crowded condition of the schools will prove 
* serious obstacle to their progress and efficiency. For the past two or 
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three years, the exorbitant prices of building materials and labor, hue 
been an insurmountable obstacle in the way of erecting school hoases. 
There is now a prospect of a favorable change in prices ; and should they 
come down to anything like their former standard, it is highly important 
that immediate steps should be taken to erect a new building or enlarge 
some of the old ones. Each year brings its own appropriate burdens for 
the support of the schools, and it seems neither wise nor just to put off for 
the future that which belongs to the present. It has always required all 
that the law allows for building purposes, to meet the steadily iDcreasing 
demand for school room ; and with the already accumulated number of 
children beyond the present capacity of the school houses, it will be difficnlt 
in future to provide sufficient school room to meet fully the wants of the 
schools. 

Apparatus. — The High School is well provided with chemical and 
philosophical apparatus ; but in the lower grades, there are wanting many 
little pieces of apparatus that would be very useful in illustrating various 
subjects. In the Senior Schools, we need more maps and globes for teach- 
ing geography ; a human skeleton and charts for illustration in physiology; 
sets of weights, measures, and blocks for arithmetic, writing charts and 
drawing cards : in the Junior schools, sets of weights and measures for 
illustration in denominate numbers ; charts for writing and drawing ; a few 
physical maps, and collections of plants, minerals, and objects of varioM 
kinds for use in object lessons. In the Primary Schools, there is already* 
pretty good supply of natural history illustrations ; a few additional charts 
are wanting, and more full collections of objects, for object lessons. 

Reference Books. — To a limited extent, the schools have been sup- 
plied with these important aids; much more, however, needs to be donein 
this direction. The first four volumes of Chambers's Encyclopedia have 
been placed in the High School, and in each of the Senior and Junior 
schools. This is a valuable work, and the sets should be completed as fest 
as the successive volumes are published. All the schools are provided with 
Webster's Dictionary ; and the Primary Schools are provided with many 
smaller books adapted to the subjects taught in this department. The High 
School is also provided with a valuable reference library, particularly in the 
department of education and natural history. In the Junior and Senior 
schools, a few more books need to be added. No money can be better 
expended than that which adds facilities for the work of the teacher in the 
form of books and apparatus. 

Oases for Books and Apparatus. — Neither books nor apparatus c»fl 
long be of utility to the schools, unless receptacles are provided for theit 
safe-keeping. Without this, they are soon misplaced or lost, or out of r®' 
pair and rendered useless. A case for this purpose should be provided fo' 
every school room In many of our schools, valuable books and apparatus 
are being lost and destroyed, for want of this important provision. 

Vocal Music. — There is perhaps no defect in our schools, more app*' 
rent than the neglect of proper vocal culture. This has an important beftJ"* 
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upon the reading, as well as the moral and intellectual character of the 
Idren. The training of the voice in singing would do much toward ini- 
ving the reading in the schools ; and what could be done that would add 
re to the pleasures of the school and the home circle, and, we may add, 
public worship, than to teach all the children to read music readily and 
ling well? All this may be done, and at a comparatively trifling ex> 
se. As it now is, it is questionable whether it would not be better to 
biLit singing in the schools entirely, especially where the teachers them- 
es have no musical taste, and are unable to give proper direction to it. 
nany of our schools, bad habits are being formed; and not unfrequenlly the 
;es of the children are seriously injured, by singing tunes that carry the 
ics too high or too low for their proper compass. This is a serious evil, 

one to which a remedy should be promptly applied. 
rYMNASTic ExERCisEs. — Thcsc havc been for many years universally 

Bjstcmatically practiced in the lower grades of our schools. In the 
ler grades, they have been too much neglected. There is this apology, 
ever, to be made for this neglect : Many of the schools have been in too 
vdcd a condition to admit of the whole school engaging in them simul* 
'ously; and there is no vacant room in connection with any of the 
>ols, where these exercises could be had. Where practicable, thej 
ild be insisted upon as a part of the regular daily programme. A fev 
Qents between each recitation, spent in vigorous exercise with these fre< 
mastic movements, would be a rest to the children, and keep both body 

mind in a better condition for study. A few moments spent in this 

in the more advanced grades would prove a saving of time in the work 
tie children. By a resolution of the Board, ** Mason's Gymnastic Exer- 
s " have been placed in every school, and with the expectation that the 
•cises will be practiced by all the teachers. 

HANQE OP Teachers. — For the past two or three years, our schools 
3 suffered much from the loss of many of our most experienced and suc- 
ful teachers. Such has been the demand for teachers familiar with the 
bods of instruction pursued in our schools, and at prices so much in ad> 
'e of those paid here, that it has not been possible to retain them. This 

has been more serious the past year, than in any previous year. Three 
bers at one time presented their resignations, and three more at a sue* 
iing meeting. So great became the evil, that the Board were compel- 
at last to refuse to accept several resignations. Of those teachers 

have left during the year for more lucrative positions, we may make 
arable mention of the following as among those who have long been 
iful and successful teachers in our schools : 

tiss C. H. Gilbert, a graduate of our State Normal School, has been for 
•i*al years a teacher in the junior grade. She was ever faithful to her 
t, and always attained the most satisfactory results. She has gone to 
'h in the State Normal School at Winona, Minnesota. 
liss Martha Roe, also a graduate of the Normal School, was successively 
ncipal of Primary Schools Nos. 3 and 4, in which positions she gained 
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the love and esteem of the cliildren and parents, and the highest approha- 
tion of the Board. She left to go to Iowa Citj, to take charge of the 
Experimental Department of the Iowa State- Normal School, on a salarj of 
$600. 

Miss Mary Davis, a teacher of ripe experience and marked success in the 
primary departments of our schools, and, at the time of leaving, a critic 
in the Training School, resigned in July, to take charge of a Training 
Class in Western Illinois, on a salary of $700. 

Mrs. M. H. Smith, who at different times has taught in nearly every 
grade of our schools above the Primary, was, at the time of her resignation, 
Teacher in the Training School. In every position she occupied she sus- 
tained herself with marked ability. During the last year of her connection 
with the public schools, she brought out an original course of lessons in 
geography, adapted to the junior grade. These lessons were highly ap- 
proved by all who heard them, and have been adopted by Prof. Guyot, as a 
part of a series of geographies designed to accompany his physical maps. 
She has also aided him in preparing for the press two or three other boob 
of the series. The cause of her resignation was to engage in this work. 
These books are now in press, and will be issued in a short time. They 
are arranged on strictly Pestalozzian principles, and are a decided improve- 
ijient on the ordinary methods of teaching geography. 

Miss L. T. Clapp, who has for nearly twelve years acted as Principal of 
Primary School No. 1, resigned her position in March last, to accept a 
much more lucrative one in the West. Miss C. has ever been one of the 
most untiring, faithful and successful primary teachers ever employed hy 
the Board. Her resignation was felt as a great loss to the schools. We 
wish her success and happiness in her new field of labor. 

Mr. E. D. Weller, who has acted as Principal of Senior School No. 1 
almost from the time of the first organization of the Board, offered his re- 
aignation in January last, to accept a more honorable and lucrative positiofi 
in Rockford, Illinois, as Principal of the High School and Superintendent 
of the lower grades. During Mr. Weller's connection with our public 
schools, he won for himself an enviable reputation as a teacher. During 
the last year or two of his connection with the Oswego Schools, he brought 
out a very interesting and valuable course of Oral Language Lessons, 
which are now in use in all our schools, and are a very interesting and useful 
addition to our course of oral instruction. A more faithful, zealous aud 
laborious teacher we have rarely known. He will long live in the hearts of 
his pupils, patrons and friends in Oswego, who will ever wish him success 
in whatever field he is called to labor. 

Annual Examinations. — In these examinations, the Committee indi- 
cate the topics to be considered, and, for the most part, the questions to be 
asked, and note the results. The transfer of pupils from one grade to 
another depends upon this examination, in connection with their schedule 
standing for the year. The examinations are all oral, and occupy **^* 
Committee every day for about six weeks. There are some evils attending 
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lis mode of examiDation, which it sccnis desirable to avoid. For each 
ass, there is a coarse of instruction prescribed for each term and year : if 
mnpleted, the classes first examined have less time in which to do this, 
lan those last examined. Again, many of the classes are examined seve- 

I weeks, and all of them a few days at least before the close of the term : 
ice examined, there is very likely to be the -feeling that nothing more is 

be done, and the interest and effort of the class is consequently relaxed, 
id very likely the attendance of the class becomes irregular. Various 
:pedients have been resorted to within the past two years, with the design 

modifying these evils, but with no very satisfactory results. 
Board of Education. — The schools are under the direction and man- 
;ement of a Board elected by the people. One half of the Board are 
3cted annually, and hold their office for two years. The secretary holds 
s office during the pleasure of the Board, and is practically the Superin- 
Qdent of the city schools, although he has no powers except as he receives 
em from the Board. 

School Grades. — The schools are divided into four distinct grades : 
•imary. Junior, Senior, and High School. Of the Primary Schools there 
e twelve, located in different parts of the city, convenient to the homes 
the children. Of the Junior Schools there are four, located one in each 
^rd of the city. There are two Senior Schools, one on each side of the 
^er, and one High school, including the whole city. For each grade is 
escribed a three years' course of study ; making from the time of enter- 
g the Primary School to the time of graduating at the High School, 
^Ive years. In each grade there are three classes, each class being ex* 
fcly together in all their studies, with one teacher to every fifty pupils, 
^h class requires a year to complete the prescribed course. Pupils are 
fitted in the spring at five years of age and over ; but not entering at 
&t time, they are not permitted to enter during the year unless six years 
age and over, and prepared to enter some class already organized. The 
6ot of this arrangement is to prevent the confusion and inconvenience 
ising from the formation of new classes during the year. Thus, at the 
^ of the year, one class graduates from each school ; and at the begin- 
Bg of the year a new class comes in and all the intermediate classes are 
^vanced one year. By this arrangement the classification is kept perfect, 
■ch teacher having from forty to fifty pupils exactly together in all their 
■idies. Aside from these thoroughly graded schools, there are two or three 
tools of a somewhat peculiar character, essential to any system of closely 
4ded schools. 

Arithmetic School. — This school is opened about the first of Decem- 
P, and continues until the last of March. It is composed of lads who 

II attend school only a few months in winter, during the suspension of 
ligation, and who wish to devote their whole time in learning to read, 
dl, write and cipher. There were registered in the school the past win- 

[Assem. No. 90.] U 
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ter 189 pupils. The regularly graded schools are full the year rouDl, 
pursuing their prescribed studies ; and should the pupils of the Arithmetie 
school be allowed to go into these schools in the winter, they would OTer- 
crowd them, and seriously interfere with the progress of the schools, and 
these transient pupils themselves would fail to receive the attention thej 
require. The school has now been in operation several years, and is re* 
garded as an essential feature of our system. 

Evening School. — This is held in the same room, and continues dar» 
ing the winter months, the same as the Arithmetic school. The number 
attending the past winter was 98. This is also a very useful and important 
school, and affords opportunity for many who are occupied during the day, 
to obtain a few of the first elements of an English education. In this school 
are found persons of all ages, from the child to the man of gray hairs. 
These pupils are earnest in their efforts to gain knowledge, and the sacoeA 
of the school has been quite satisfactory. 

The Unclassified School. — The design of this school is to meet the 
wants of a class of pupils who are not very well accommodated in thegradel 
schools. It often happens that pupils coming from other localities to enter 
our schools, are deficient in some one or more branches of the course, bat 
well advanced in others ; and it is difficult to classify them without more or 
less disadvantage to the pupils. These are placed in the Unclassified School, 
to bring up the neglected branches to a point that will enable them to enter 
the other schools advantageously to themselves. Again, pupils, from va- 
rious reasons, often fall far behind the classes appropriate to their age, and 
are neither accommodated by the furniture in the grade where their profi- 
ciency would locatethem,nor are they willing to be associated with children 
so far below them in years. Others wish to attend school for a short time, 
for the purpose of perfecting themselves more thoroughly in some particu- 
lar branches, and have only a limited time in which they can attend school 
These pupils are very well accommodated in the Unclassified School. This 
includes pupils of all grades or attainments, from the Primary to the Higb 
School, with about the same range of studies as the Junior or Senior Schools, 
adding Book-keeping. Although there is some attempt ftt^ classificatiois, 
yet the number of different dlasses is comparatively numerous, and the 
number in each class small. The school opens with a small number in the 
spring, which gradually increases, until in the fall and winter terms it is quite 
large and full. Its importance, as a feature of our graded system, none can 
question. 

Course op Instruction. — As has already been stated, the entire 
course of instruction embraces twelve years, and is so defined that each 
teacher in every grade knows exactly how much is to be accomplished m 
each subject, each term and each year throughout the entire course. ^^' 
the first five years the instruction is strictly oral, if we except the use of » 
spelling book the fourth and fifth years, and the introduction of a book ^ 
arithmetic the fifth year. This oral instruction is based upon what tf 
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Mniliarfj known as the ** Object Method," and in conformity to Pestalos* 
ian principles. 

General Statistics. 

Hiole number of children in the city, between the ages of five 

and twenty-one, as shown by the census in September last. . . . 6,387 
fttmber of children in public schools, making no allowance for 

duplicate registration 5,370 

umber of different pupils registered, deducting duplicate regis- 
tration 5,124 

amber in daily average attendance for same time 2,932 

amber of permanent teachers in the employ of the Board 61 

Two additional teachers were employed in the Arithmetic school 
for the winter.] 

verage number of pupils registered per teac'her 85 

verage number of pupils per teacher in average attendance. . . . 46]^ 

amber of pupils in private schools other than Catholic schools . 20 

amber reported in Catholic schools 289 

umber of days lost by irregular attendance 58,890 

Mne time expressed in years 161 

umber of cases of tardiness during the year 24,396 

ime lost by tardiness, expressed in days 62 

E. A. SHELDON, 

Superintendent, 



OSWEGO COUNTY— FiBST District. 

Fulton, January 16, 1866. 

on. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir — In relation to the condition of schools in this District, the following 
eport is respectfully submitted : 

This Commissioner District is composed of the towns of Granby, Han- 
W, New Haven, Oswego, Scriba and Volney ; being the western part of 
swego county. There are 98 districts, 99 school houses, and employment 
famished for 107 teachers. During the past year, I have visited all but 
^0 of the schools twice. I have made 65 official school visits since the 
iddle of last November. I find, this winter, an increase in the number 
papils in many schools ; also more interest manifested on the part of 
tth teachers and pupils, in the study of the various branches taught. 
Among the 65 school rooms I have visited this winter, I have found 
ipils actually present, in some schools, as follows, viz: In 34 schools, not 
88 than 35 pupils each ; in 25 schools, not less than 40 ; in 14 schools, not 
88 than 50 ; and in five schools, 60 or more. The least number I have 
'^nd in any school is 10 ; while there were 11 schools of less than 20 
ipils each. 

1 think that the statute which provides for the distribution of a portion of 
^6 pablie money upon the basis of average attendance, is operating favora- 
7 toward filling our school houses. There is also an evident desire for 
^^ acquisition of knowledge on the part of many of our larger scholars. 
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Bate-bills. — The amount raised by rate-bills during the past yea 
$8,220.35 ; the previous year, it was $4,023.79. The amount of rate-bi 
during the past year, is $262.65 less than the amount of public money 
portioned to the district. There are five districts which raised nothing 
rate-bills last year ; for the year ending September, 1864, there were 
districts which had no rate-bills. 

School Houses. — During the past year, I have, with the approval 
the Town Supervisors, condemned two school houses, and notified the tr 
tees of nine other districts that I considered their school houses unfit 
school purposes. Last fall two new school houses were built, and th: 
others thoroughly repaired at an expense of from $50 to $450 ; while t 
winter, preparations are being made for building seven new ones n< 
season. 

School Apparatus. — During the past year, $21.80 — a mere pittanci 
has been expended for school apparatus. 

Libraries. — As a general thing, the district libraries are of but v 
little account. In many cases their aclual value to the district is — as 
trustee reported — ** six cents per pound." 

Teachers' Examinations. — I held public examinations in each t< 
last spring ; partly written and partly oral. 

Institute. — We held our yearly Institute in this village, Fulton; c< 
menced October 9, closed October 21. Between 80 and 90 teach 
were in attendance. All worked faithfully, and were much profited. 1 
Institute was made the occasion of the examination for teachers of i 
winter schools. 

Much of the interest and success of the Institute is attributable to t 
ability iand energy displayed by Miss F. M. Brown, Mr. B. G. Clapp, ft 
M. C. Stevens and Mr. J. J. Coit, the conductors of the class exercis 
Prof. J. H. Hoose, of Lima, spent one day with us much to our advanta^ 
Evening lectures by Prof. Slee, Prof. Hoose, and Rev. J. C. Vandercw 
A. M. 

Our Institute was a oomplete success, and teachers attended who wi 
formerly unknown at such meetings ; '^ Didn't know there was so much 
be learned at them," and expressed a desire to attend the Institute 
future. 

Seminaries. — There is but one Seminary in my district, Falley Sei 
nary at Fulton. It is in an exceedingly prosperous condition, under i 
efficient supervision of Prof. J. P. Griffin. Its register for the pres* 
term contains more than 330 names of students. 

There is an increasing desire, on the part of trustees and patrons 

schools, to secure the services of well qualified teachers ; and for this p 

pose, trustees apply to the Commissioner, and visit the Institute s 

Teachers' Associations. 

LEMUEL P. STORMS, 

School Commissions 
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OSWEGO COUNTY— Second District. 

Parish, December 15, 1865. 
Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

In answer to your request, I submit the following report: 

There are eighty-seven districts under my charge, and eighty-eight 
school houses — one district having two. 

I think the standard of common schools in this county far ahead of 
what it was a few years ago. The inhabitants are generally coming 
to the rational conclusion that a good school is a good thing. The old 
fogy idea of cheap teachers has about ceased to exist. Parents are com- 
ing to the conclusion that miserable old school houses, situated upon 
sunken and unhealthy sites, are a poor investment for their children. 
There are a few old school houses in my district, but if the resolutions of 
the people are good, they will soon be replaced by better. I think 
the new law, as to the attendance of children, will in time work a great 
good, though some think it more favorable to cities and villages than 
to schools in country districts. 

The Teachers' Institute for this district was held at Central Square, 
with eighty teachers in attendance. The spirit manifested in the class 
exercises was certainly encouraging, and showed to the observer that 
teachers had made up their minds that if they wished to be successful, 
they must be qualified. 

I find one great evil which seems to be more or less universal, and 
that is, a great many children are sent to school too young — so young, 
some of them, that their minds are wholly unfit for the tasks imposed 
^pon them. They soon become disgusted with what seems a dull routine, 
and they never again acquire a natural relish for their studies. Then 
too many children, who attend school at such an age, injure, for their 
lifetime, their constitutions. 

Every school house in the second district is frame or brick, with one 
exception, a stone house, situated in the town of Palermo. 

There are no academies within my jurisdiction, but there is a school 
at the village of Phoenix, on the Oswego river, which, for its educational 
advantages, compares favorably with the most successful academies in 
this vicinity. 

% the trustees' reports, I find there are in this district 6,242 scho- 
lars between the ages of five and 21 ; and the number who have attended 
school is 5,103. 

district libraries are getting to be rather dusty, from neglect and 
^ant of new volumes. 

There are a very few school houses in my district that I shall, with 
"® Assistance of the supervisors, condemn, unless the people make good 
promis^g and act as though they intended to fulfill. 
^hink the one trustee system is working finely, 
^m under obligation to Commissioners Goodell and Storms, of the 



t 



262 TWELFTH ANNUAL BEPOBT OF THB 

third and first districts, for their hearty and generous co-operation in 
all measures for the benefit of school teachers. I am under great 
obligations to the teachers of this district for their hearty assistctnce^ 
and their untiring exertions for the benefit of the schools under tbcfr 
charge. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

N. W. NUTTING, 
School Commissioner 2d District Oswego Co.j K Y. 



OSWEGO COUNTY— Third District. 

Willow Cottage, Mexico, December 30, 1865- 
Hon. V. M. Rice, Svperintendent of PvUic Instruction : 

Sir — In accordance with your regulatidus, I submit the following 
Report of the schools in my district: 

This Commissioner District contains 109 school districts; has 110 
school houses, one of which is log, 105 frame, three brick and one stone 
building, with a value in the aggregate of $35,015. There are 6,7^^ 
children reported between the ages of five and 21 years, of whom 4,064 
are reported as attending school during the past year, with an average 
daily attendance of 1973.312. School has been taught on an average 28 
weeks and three days in each district, at an expense in the aggregate 
for teachers' wages, of $14,168.67, averaging 90 cents per day. On 
referring to my abstracts of reports for 1864, 1 find that teachers' wages 
for that year amounted to but $10,169.94, giving an average for each 
day school was taught, 66 cents; for 1863, th^ average price per day was 
but 50 cents. In 1863, 48 male teachers and 175 females were employed; 
in 1864, 45 males and 172 females were employed; in 1865 but 23 
males and 202 females were employed. Wages for the coming year, 
1866, will average still higher. Thus, notwithstanding the expenses o* 
the war, the interests of education in the district schools of this distri<^^ 
have not flagged. 

My district extends over a large area of territory, much of whi<^° 
is wild and uncultivated; yet I find the people generally anxious to stm^ 
tain their schools, and thus afford their children, deprived of many of tl^® 
advantages of the older settlements, the chances of obtaining the ru^^' 
ments, at least, of an education. 

But little alteration has been made in the school houses since Ic*-^* 
year; some, however, that had long disgraced their localities, have b^^^ 
torn down and larger and better ones built in their stead, and one "^^ 
burned — **Peace to its ashes." Two new districts have been form^"' 
in one of which a new and commodious house has been built, and in tA^ 
Other one a house is in the process of being built. 



6UPEBINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 263 

j^LlbioD has 14 school houses, *7 of which should bo at once rebuilt. 
Boylston 8 do all which are good but two. 

Mexico 19 do 7 of which are unfit for school purposes. 

Orwell 10 do 4 do do do 

Bedfield 9 do 3 do do do 

Richland 24 do 8 do do do 

Sandy Creek has 16 school houses, 5 of which are unfit for school purposes. 
Williamstown 9 do 4 do do do 

In these school houses but little apparatus is found beside black- 
boards, and in many instances those are small and wholly unfit for the 
purposes designed. Still, I am happy to say that improvement is becoming 
apparent in that direction, in proportion as the teachers are required to 
prepare themselves more thoroughly for the responsible and important 
work they have assumed. 

I am still more deeply impressed with the impropriety of granting 
licenses for long periods of time, and believe that if the Commissioner 
were prohibited by law from granting licenses for longer periods than six 
months, whatever the grade, far better qualification on the part of 
teachers would be secured. A method of examination, similar to that 
required by the Regents of academies, would secure uniformity through- 
<^t the State, and save much perplexity and sometimes unpleasant feel- 
ings on the part of both teachers and Commissioners, in passing from 
one county to another. 

There are persons who, once having obtained a license by some means, 
think that all efforts on their part are then and forever at an end; are 
never at an Institute or Teachers' Association, or, if they come in as the 
njerest and least interested spectator, entirely refusing to take any part 
^ the exercises; they usually teach a little under price, and consequently 
find employment when other and really good teachers are unemployed. 
Such teachers not unfrequently, to avoid the annoyance of being corn- 
Polled from time to time to renew their licenses, through the interposi- 
tion of some influential friends, secure a State license, and teach on, year 
^fter year, with no other benefit to the cause of education than to 
■^rve as mile-stones by the way to mark the progress of the real 
^i^dier; their literary qualifications at first hardly entitling them to 
the rank of a teacher of the third grade, and retrograding instead of 
^^prautngr, being too indolent or too stupid to learn from experience. I 
^iii thankful that I have but few such in my district. I have one such 
^ow teaching, however, from an adjoining Commissioner district, who 
^8^8 last fall refused, on examination, a third grade license from the Com- 
missioner of that district. The examination was a written one; the 
^^estions and the percentage such only as all the teachers in the county 
^ere required to submit to by their respective Commissioners. The 
^^udidate had not taught as many terms as was required by the Com- 
missioners before granting a first grade license in their districts, yet a 
^t&te license is procured, and those teachers who are really making aa 
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effort, sparing neither time nor expense to Gt themselves for their gtreat 
work, point with discouragement to the example. 

Tliere are but two free schools in my district, except such as are 
made free, by the parsimony of the trustees in charge, by only expending 
the money aUowed them by the State. 

There are two academies, Mexico and Pulaski, both of which are doing 
a good work for the cause of education. The academy at Mexico has 
had an entire change in its faculty. It is now under the charge of W. 
M. McLaughlin as Principal, and bids fair to do a more thorough work 
than has been done there before in some time. Prof. D. D. Owen, of 
Pulaski, is also doing a fine work. 

The district school libraries are in a poor condition, little or no interest 
being felt in them by the people generally. One hundred and twenty- 
two dollars and eighty-nine cents are reported as having been paid for 
books the past year, and 6,221 as the number of volumes which they con- 
tain, valued at $3,662. In all the towns there are reported 61 cases for 
books. I have, from time to time, endeavored to hunt up those libraries 
and "spy out-' their hiding places. In some instances the trustee 'was 
sure they had a library, but really could not tell where it was; guessed 
it didnH amount to much. The books that had been last bought were on 
his parlor table. Their greatest value consisted in the gilt on their bind- 
ings. Others I have found on the back stoop, in the cow-house, in the 
loft of the pig-pen, in the wood-house, &c., &c. There are localities 
where the district library io appreciated, cared for and read by some in 
the district, but they are like angels^ visits, " few and far between." 

Our Institute, this fall, was held at Sandy Creek ; the Commissioner 
of the First District of this county deeming it best to hold a District 
instead of a Joint Institute, as heretofore. Over 80 teachers were present 
the entire two weeks, and most of those were persons that had never 
taught but one season, and never attended an Institute before. I think we 
shall bo perfectly safe in saying that it was a most complete success, and 
one of the very best Institutes ever held in Oswego county. The session 
commenced on the 25th of September, and continued two weeks. The 
Institute was divided into two classes, and the following programme adopted: 

8.45 Opening exercises : singing, reading Scriptures and prayer. 

9.00 A class : written arithmetic, by J. H. Matteson, 40m. 

9.00 B class : geography, by H. M. Parkhurst, 40m. 

9.40 Change and rest, 10m. 

9.50 B class : written arithmetic, by J. H. Matteson, 40m. 

9.50 A class : geography, by H. M. Parkhurst, 40m. 

10.30 Change and rest, or singing, 10m. 

10.40 A class : grammar, by Prof. N. White, 40m. 

10.40 B class : history, by the Commissioner, 40m 

11.20 Ohanp;e and rest, or singing, 10m. 

11.30 Spelling, by E. J. Dickinson, 30m. 

12.00 Intermission, 75m. 

1.15 Algebra, by J. H. Matteson, 30m. 
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Teachers' Conference, by those not interested in algebra, under the 

direction of the Commissioner. 

B class : grammar, by N. White, 40m. 

A class : history by the Commissioner, 40m, 

Change, rest, &c., 10m. 

A class : mental arithmetic, by J. H. Matteson, 40m. 

B class : reading and vocal culture, by N. White, 40m. 

Change and rest, or singing, 10m. 

B class : mental arithmetic, by J. H. Matteson, 40m. 

A class : reading and vocal culture., by N. White, 40m. 

Professional lecture, and adjournment. 

had but six evening sessions, four only devoted to lectures ; deeming 

better to spend the time in studying. Each instructor, while con- 

g his or her exercise, paid particular attention to impressing upon 

Inds of the class, the best modes of conducting a similar exercise in 

hool room, making that exercise at the same time, a model exercise. 

aality, order, system and promptness, were made cardinal virtues at 

astitute ; showing by practice, as well as by theory, what was 

ed of the teachers in their schools. 

bough almost an entire change has been made in the ranks of the 

rs of the third district of Oswego county, within the last two years, 

ime zeal and determination to place her schools in the first ranks, 

ues, and we trust will be crowned with success. 

great wants of our schools in this district, are a more earnest co-opera- 
n the part of parents, with teachers ; a greater willingness to sustain 
est teachers, and the best only ; and a greater realization of the 
tance of our common schools, to our national existence and prosperity. 

mingled freely with the patrons of the schools, and have generally 
them willing to second any movement for their improvement. 
! duties of the office of School Commissioner, are laborious, and often 
xing, and but ill paid in dollars and cents ; yet I will not complain. 

are heavy expenditures to be met in every other direction ; and if 
hooh are sustained, our teachers better paid, our pupils better taught, 
Bast will be satisfied without an increase of pay for my services ; feel- 
lat if I but do my duty, I shall reap a far richer reward than that of 
in the improved condition of our schools, which shall exert an 
nee for good throughout ages yet to come, and still live on when 

'* The mouldering dust that years have made," 

have settled upon my last quiet resting-place. 

Very respectfully, 

W. S. GOODELL, -^ 
^ School Com, 3d dist, Oswego Co* 
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OTSEGO COUNTY— First District. 

Decatur, e7a?i. 22, We^. 
Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

My Bear Sir — In compliance with jour request, I submit the foUowini 
brief Report in regard to the schools under my supervision : 

Condition of Schools. — During the time I have served as Scbool 
Commissioner, I am pleased to see a growing interest on the part of the 
inhabitants in relation to common schools. This is shown in part, by ^n 
improved condition of school buildings and grounds, but more especially Ij 
the employment of a better class of teachers to instruct their children, 
than formerly. But in some districts, I am sorry to say, they do not 
employ the best teachers, but the cheapest, and have them teach just long 
enough to draw the public money. 

Common Schools. — There are within my jurisdiction, as will be seen 
from my abstract, 166 school districts. The whole number of children 
between the ages of five and twenty-one, at the close of the last school year, 
was 8,200. The whole number reported as attending school some portion 
of the time during the past year, was 6,207 ; showing from the reports that 
1,993, between the ages of five and twenty-one, had not attended school 
during the last year. 

School Houses. — I am happy to be able to report that the school build- 
ings in the first district of Otsego county are very much improved during 
the last school year. Four large and commodious houses have been built 
within the year. The inhabitants of some eight or ten other districts hav« 
already applied to me for orders to allow them to raise money to buL\^ 
school houses the next year. I think this is due to the new school law. ^ 
have labored earnestly to impress upon the minds of trustees and parea 
the necessity of good houses for the education of their children. 

Teachers. — I have granted 250 certificates during the last school yea 
I have granted but few first grade certificates since I have been in offici 
I very cheerfully grant the first grade, where I think the applicant deserve 
it. Teachers' wages average from $20 to $40 per month for gentlemei 
and $10 to $20 for ladies. 

The most of the teachers in nine of the towns, attended our Institut 
last fall : the other three towns lie at so remote a distance, that but fe^ ^ 
of the teachers residing in them did attend ; and T am informed by soi 
of them that they would have attended, but they expected a Union Inst 
tute to bo held at West Winfield, which was much more convenient fc 
them. I find, as a general rule, that as soon as a teacher gets a Sta' 
oertificate, he then ceases to have any interest in Institutes ; and the si 
ia true of first grade certificates. 

Teachers* Institute. — The Commissioners have this fall, held se] 
rate Institutes, which I think a good plan, as we are enabled to ^^^^ 
almost as many teachers to attend the District Institutes as the CoaD#/ 
Institutes. The Institute for the first district was held at Cherry YaH^Jt 
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eonmencing Oct. 11, and closing Oct. 21 ; and was said by those who 
Attended, to be one of the best Institutes ever held in Otsego county. I. 
tliixil Institutes to be of invaluable service to the teacher. 

I^BiVATK Schools. — The number of private schools in this district is 
nine, with an attendance of 258 scholars. 

Academies. — There is but one in this district, situated in the Tillage 
of Cooperstown, and in a flourishing condition. 

Trustees. — I have had great trouble in collecting school reports, and 
the fault is, in some respect, due to the town clerks ; they do not take any 
pains to distribute the reports, and less to collect them, and never look 
them over to see if they are correct ; consequently the laborious duty of 
collecting reports, and getting them correct, is the most difficult duty of 
the Commissioner. I find in the districts where there is but one trustee, 
the business of the district is done the most correctly and promptly. 

District School Libraries.— These are, for the most part, in a very ^ 
poor condition. With but few exceptions, no care or interest is manifested 
bj tbe inhabitants, in regard to them. 

School Commissioner. — The following is a summary of the labors 
performed in the discharge of my official duties. In addition to the labors 
of holding an Institute, and making my abstract from the trustees' reports, 
I have visited sixty-four schools. I have examined a large number of 
teachers at my residence ; besides making the tour of the district, com- 
prising 12 towns, for the examination of candidates. I have altered the 
boundaries of several districts, carried on an extensive correspondence, pub- 
^hed notices, &c., &c. ; besides promptly distributing to supervisors, town 
®wks and trustees, all matter sent to me from the Department of Public 
■Instruction for distribution. 

•f hus far, during my official term, I have not once failed to meet my 
engagements. I shall continue to perform all the duties pertaining to my 
^®<^e, to the best of my ability. 
Very respectfully, 

JULIUS K. THOMPSON, School Commissioner. 



OTSEGO COUNTY— Second District. 

"***^e Hon. V. M. Rice, Supt. of Public Instruction : 

X have the honor of congratulating you, on the fact that while the 

*i^ancial and commercial affairs of our nation have been seriously de- 

^^nged by the bloody hand of treason, and the minds of the people turned 

^^orn the peaceful arts and sciences to the exciting scenes of the battle- 

^^Id, and many of our best teachers and scholars have left the school 

^oom and sacrificed themselves upon the altar of our country; and while 

the brightest geniuses of the age have exchanged the pen for the sword 

^^d the scholar's robe for our nation's uniform — our educational re- 

*^rces have been unimpaired, and there has been a steady and growing 

^^terest in tbe great cause of education, and the people begin to realize 
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that the strength and permanency of our government lie in our comirion 
schools; and where our country is dotted with school houses and churches, 
law and order prevail, and the ''stars and stripes" are respected as our na- 
tion's emblem. But much still remains to be accomplished. Our schools 
can never take their destined place until they are cared for and appre- 
ciated by the people, and the teacher is ranked among the other 
professions; and I believe that one of the many blessings that will result 
from our bloody contest, is to hasten that time. While I have not 
neglected to visit our schools, and aid and encourage both teacher and 
pupils, I have felt that the great work of progress must be wrought by 
the people; and have labored to bring about that result, by inviting them 
into these schools, lecturing and holding evening exercises. I think our 
Association is doing much in that direction, as we have a flourishing one 
and largely attended. If Commissioners would spend more of their tiinc 
with the people, greater good would result from their labors. Their 
{^rduous and unrequited services are becoming better appreciated, a-iid. 
the people feel that they are laboring for the welfare of their children, 
and are willing to co-operate with them. 

Owing to the number of schools in my district, I am unable to visit 
them all each term, and do what business is consequent to the office, "but 
design to visit them all during the year, and as much oftener as I can 
reach them. I visited last year 237 schools scattered over 12 large hiHj 
towns, and met the teachers twice in each town for class drill, besides 
listening to the numerous calls of trustees and others. 

One of the great hindrances to the progress of our schools is a lack: of 
suitable buildings not only for the comfort and convenience of the child- 
ren, but of an attractive character : something to create in their minds 
not only love of order, but of the beautiful ; something that will elevate 
their minds, and make the school room a pleasant resort; something that 
will drive from it that dingy, prison-like appearance, that begets in the 
mind of the child that dislike for school that is not only so demoralizing, 
' but detrimental to its progress. Not only are the houses mostly unfit, 
but many of them stand within the limits of the highway, without orna- 
mental trees, yard or play-ground, or anything but the broken panes to 
tell the passer-by that this is a temple of learning. But this, like every 
other evil, must be remedied by the people. Make the people right, ai^d 
Qur school houses will be right. I am happy to report some honoral>^e 
exceptions in my district, and also a growing interest upon this subject. 
There are a number of new houses now in process of construction. 

Our school houses are also poorly supplied with suitable apparatus: 
they all have blackboards, or a substitute for one; but few have 8uital>^^ 
maps or globes. Irregularity of attendance is another evil, and its i^^ 
form is loudly demanded by teachers; and it is a great hindrance to the 
progress of our schools, as it not only begets slackness and a want of 
punctuality on the part of the child, but prevents proper classificati^^'*' 
which is so essential in a well regulated school. This I attribute, »^* 
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ranch to the effects of a rate-bill, as to the carelessness or indifference 
parents — the want of a proper appreciation of an education. This 
il must be remedied by public opinion. 

A vast multiplicity of text-books also impedes the progress of our 
iiools, and adds much to the labors of teachers. But this evil might be 
tsened, if teachers would resort more to oral instruction. A lack of a 
iicioas selection of books is another evil that time must eradicate, 
iny are loth to embrace new things ; consequently their children 
ist use the same books they used in school. I find some using Town's 
Jaders, Adams' Arithmetic, Kirkham's Grammar; all good in their day, 
t rather antiquated. The books mostly in use are Sanders' Series of 
aders, Brown's Grammar, Thomson's Arithmetic, and Col ton & Fitch's 
ography. I have labored to introduce the Government Class Book, 
A. W. Young, and have met with unparalleled success, having been 
e to form a class in nearly every school I have visited. I have also 
reduced Quackenbos' Primary History of the United States : it is 
hly commended by teachers and scholars. 

)wing to the small compensation of teachers, that employment is made 
paratory to one more lucrative; consequently our schools are supplied 
h young and inexperienced teachers. I have done what I could to 
se the standard of education; but that also is in the hands of the 
pie ; for there will never be a higher grade of teachers until the 
pie demand it, and are willing to pay for it. I have the pleasure to 
ort an increased call for first grade teachers. 

'here have been employed in this district during the past year, 33t 
chers; of whom 276 were females, and 61 males. The year previous, 
re were 263 females and 99 males. Male teachers command in win- 
about $1 per day, and board; females, about 15 cents — a greater dis- 
ity in price than in quality. Males have more physical strength and 
lurance, to combat the difficulties with which they are sur- 
nded in our rural districts ; but nature designed woman to be the in- 
uctor of youth. 

There are 8,008 children of school age in my district, of which 6,36t 
ended school during the past year. The number of days' attendance 
8 497,957, making about 78 days attendance each. The average time 
ght in each school was 30 weeks. 

held a District Institute at Morris, commencing September 18 and 
tinning for the term of two weeks. It was a time that will long be re- 
nbered by the teachers of this district, not only for the encouragement 
kindly greeting they received from each other, but for the instruc- 
I imparted and enthusiasm awakened by the able faculty employed. 
^e were fortunate in securing the services of that accomplished 
olar and successful teacher, Chas. F. Thompson, former Commissioner 
the First Assembly District; and of A. C. Bunn and J. C. Shumway, 
b conducting the exercises assigned them with honor to themselves 
I profit to those under their charge. 
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We arc also under renewed obligations to the Department for secarin^ 
the services of Prof. C. Townsend, of Rochester, and assigning the same 
to our county. His pleasing and instrnctive Lectures on Civil Govern- 
ment and signs of character, will be held iii grateful remembrance by 
those who had the pleasure of listening to his eloquence. We are ii> 
debted to him for the interest manifested in civil government, and the 
success the Government Class Book has met with. May he long live to 
enjoy the fruits of his labor. A lecture was also given by A. C. Bonn: 
Subject, " Influence of Matter over Mind." Mr. Bunn handled the sub- 
ject in a manner that showed he was an accomplished scholar and ori^- 
nal thinker. I gave one lecture : Subject, ** The Teacher.'' Our Insti- 
tute was a decided success^ and has done much to dispel that claud 
which has long brooded ov^r Otsego county. 

We have three academics in this district, of which I have not suffi 
cient knowledge to report. Although our schools are not what Htke} 
should be, yet I feel a brighter day is dawning; that the people begin. U 
inquire after the welfare of their children, and a general interest in "tb 
cause of education pervades the public mind. 

For statistical information, I refer you to my Abstract forwarded t( 
the Department. 

Allow me again to express my renewed thanks for the confidence anc 
many favors I have received from the Department; for the generous hos- 
pitalities I have so liberally shared in my official visits, and for the kind 
reception I have received from teachers and pupils; and it shall ever be 
my aim to so discharge my duties, that I may still receive that confi- 
dence. 

And now that the din of battle has ceased, and the red hand of treason 
become palsied, and our proud eagle perched above the reach of foreign 
foe or mad ambition's grasp; ma}' the cause of education receive tba.t 
fostering care that our regenerated condition demands; and may we Lave 
hearts to bless and adore the Great Disposer of human events, for 3^^ 
protecting arm that has been thrown around us, in causing this nati<^' 

to become in truth and in practice what it has ever been in theory 

land of universal freedom. 

B. C. GARDNER, 

Commissioner 2d District Otsego Go^ 
New Lisbon, Jan. 1, 1866. 



PUTNAM COUNTY. 
Hon. V. M. RiOE, Superintendent of Public Instruction :^ 

In addition to my Annual Abstract of the reports of trustees, I sii^' 
mit the following Report on public instruction within my district : 

Common Schools. — The interest manifested on the part of theinh»b/t- 
ants in relation to common schools is increasing. This is shown by 
efforts being made to build better school houses, and their expressing a 
desire to obtain the services of better qualified teachers. 
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Attendance. — ^The children usually attend the common school from the 
age of Gve to sixteen years. Nearly three-quarters of the children of 
Bchool age have attended the schools for some portion of the time during 
the year. The number of children between five and twenty-one years is 
4,669, and the number of children attending school during the year is 
3,132. The average daily attendance during the year is 1,266.271. The 
namber of private schools is 22, and the number of children attending 
tbem is 591. 

Rate-bills. — I think the effect of moderate rate-bills has a tendency to 
stimulate, rather than hinder a good attendance. This may be seen 
from the fact, that in those schools which are supported almost entirely 
by the public money, the inhabitants care less about the kind of teacher 
they have, or the regular attendance of their children, than those who 
pay larger rate-bills. 

School Houses. — There are 60 school houses; some of them are in good 
condition, some are being repaired, and some are being rebuilt. The 
play-grounds are generally small, and in many instances nothing but 
what is included in the highway. There are two districts without school 
houses, one of which (District No. 11, Phillipstown, which was formed 
October 1, 1865,) will have a school house at an early day. 

Apparatus. — In every school house there is a blackboard, though some 
are too small; some are furnished with a globe, maps and charts. 

Teachers. — There were 84 females and 28 males who taught during 
*he year. There were three Normal graduates who taught during the 
y^ar, and four who were licensed by the State Superintendent. Few have 
studied any work on the theory and practice of teaching. Male teachers 
generally follow teaching only a small portion of the year. 

Wages. — Teachers' wages are from $16 to $50 per month, inclusive of 
hoard, for male teachers; and for female teachers, from $12 to $25 per 
month. 

School Commissioner. — There are sixty-two school districts in this Com- 
''^'ssioner district, being an addition of one district during the year. I 
°*ve visited 107 schools during the year. I have reached all the schools 
""^ice during the year, with the exception of 14. I have visited the 
several towns for the purpose of distributing blanks, circulars and aflS- 
^^vits; and also for the purpose of advising trustees and other school 
^^cers in relation to our schools, but have been unable to obtain the 
'^^mes of all the oflScers, to report the same to the Department. 

In conclusion, permit me to say that the. prospect for the future is 

^^icomaging. The people are awaking to their better interests, by 

providing better facilities for instruction, and by employing teachers 

etter qualiBed for their positions. We may then take courage, and 

^K forward with bright hopes to the future. 

Your obedient servant, 

WM. TOWNSEND, 2d. 
BaBwsTER, Dec, 27, 1865. School Commissioner. 
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QUEENS COUNTY— First Distbict. 

Flushing, L. I., February 5, 1866. 

loD. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — I have the honor of submitting the following Report upon 
educational interests within my jurisdiction: 

In this Commissioner District are but three towns, with a total of 42 
chool districts, and employing at the same time 72 teachers. Of these 
.2 districts, 13 have free schools — six in the town of Flushing, four in 
»Jorth Hempstead, and three in Oyster Bay: five have special acts, 
tight are Union Free Schools. Seven have adopted the latter 
lince my election ; and as I have contributed considerable labor 
owards bringing this about, I shall feel at the end of my term, that if 

have done nothing more, my labor has not been all in vain. 

Public opinion has been much divided in regard to the free school 
[uestion; but I think it is more a division in regard to details, than the 
abstract question whether the schools shall be free. In our county, how- 
ever, the system is growing into popular favor. The great benefits 
vhich arise from the system are many. It causes a greater interest in 
he schools on the part of the tax-payers. A board of education is 
elected, which holds regular meetings, and the wants of the school are 
setter attended to. The mode of supporting the school enables the 
joard.to employ better teachers, by paying better salanes; and also to 
■urnish the school with books, apparatus, &c. The attendance is larger 
md more regular, for the reason that the poor can better afford to send 
to school, and the rich feel that they must share in what they help to 
pay for. And again, the attendance is better, because the school is 
better; and, too, the school is better, because of the better attendance. 

Education and general intelligence are indispensable requisites for » 
iiscreet exercise of the elective franchise, and the varied duties of the 
citizen. We allow almost universal suffrage. The vote of the poor man, 
bowever ignorant he may be, has the same weight in the ballot box as 
that of his rich, educated neighbor. That box is indeed the medium, if 
not the sources of power; and how is this power to be safely exerted, 
unless intelligence goes with it? The State, the body politic, has an 
interest, then, in having its citizens educated as well for this as other 
duties. Every one will admit the foregoing proposition; and then the 
question arises: How can this desirable result be promoted ? Make our 
schools free, so that no child shall be excluded on account of the poverty 
of his parents, or be degraded in his own feelings, or taunted by hisasso-. 
ciates as being there on the j^auper list. Children of extremely V^^ 
parents have embarrassment enough to overcome, from the mere fact 
that they know they are not as well conditioned as those who raovem* 
higher sphere. 

It may be said, that under the rate-bill system our schools are so frc® 
that any child can be educated. This may be substantially true, and ye* 
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know that many have been debarred, from the inability of parents t6 
the rate-bills, and their reluctance to place their children in school 
charity scholars. The pride of even a poor man revolts at the latter 
position, as well on account of his own humiliation of feeling as of 
Dcct to the feelings and spirit of his child. 

lence make our schools free, and we shall secure a more general edu- 
on to our citizens. But it is objected that the property of one man 
old not be appropriated to educate the children of another. *If this is 
alid objection, it is equally so against the law which has for many 
rs imposed part of the expense of schools on property. The objection, 
dj judgment, is not well taken; for as long as laws have to be made 
enforced to protect property, the public have a right to judge and 
ide how that protection can be best and most cheaply afforded. Pro- 
ty is subjected to the expense of maintaining police regulations, 
dnal courts, jails and State prisons, poor-houses and paupers. No 
denies the truth of this proposition. Now, I imagine, criminal 
:i8tics will abundantly prove that education greatly restrains 
Qe; so, also, in regard to pauperage. Probably no more efficient pre- 
dion can be prescribed for the safety of persons or property than a 
eral diffusion of education through the common school, and no rego- 
on that will so greatly limit the expense for the poor. Hence, when 
tax property to support schools, we violate no private right; we 
ely adopt the same principle that has always governed in relation to 
dinal proceedings No one thinks of requiring a parent, who has a 
ous child, to pay for proceedings to bring him to justice. 
l^ot onlj' is property more secure, but the order and quiet of society 
life of the citizen is more safe in an educated community than in an 
dacated one. Ignorance is truly the parent of vice. An intelligent 
iQiunity is far more respectable, and adds strength to the political 
•ic. " Knowledge is strength," and when it is connected with the 
ot-box and jury-box, and, in short, with all the duties of citizenship,' 
one can adequately estimate its value or importance. It not only 
tects but enhances the value of property. What man, in his senses, 
lid place as high an estimate on farms in an uneducated, ignorant 
rhborhood, as he would when it was surrounded by intelligent and 
1 educated farmers 7 

^ good man, from the mere sympathies of his nature, will desire to 
his fellow-men, and the children of his fellows, so situated in the 
Id as will best promote their respectability and happiness. Hence 
will freely contribute of his substance to promote so desirable an 
^ci, and this consideration will prompt many to sustain a system of 
' education ; but all do not so regard it, and hence the necessity of 
" to compel contribution. Sympathies, then, need not be invoked 
^Q reasons of State afford an abundant justification. May we not, 
Q| see a law passed by the Legislature which shall make all the. 
Assem. No. 90.] 18 . 



274 TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

schools of the State entirely free to every child? But even as the I »^ 
now stands, much good may be done. Commissioners can do no better 
work in their districts than to labor for the adoption of the free school 
system. 

But I believe this is intended for a report and not an argument. I^) 
however, what I have written shall cause one school district to adopt 
the free system, it will answer its end. 

The law ought to be so amended as to give the power to license teac^bi- 
ers, in districts having special acts and yet no superintendent, to 't.lie 
School Commissioner. Trustees are no better qualified to license teac^li* 
era by their having a free school; and then the power to license, a^Tid 
that to employ the teacher, should be exercised by different parties. 

I have granted during the year 10 first grade, 24 second, and 22 tbi.ird 
grade certificates, and have refused certificates to three applicants. I 
have also recommended the granting of State certificates to two teach ore. 
My first and second grade certificates, by your sanction, are made ±,o 
expire on the first day of the Annual Institute. So far this has operated 
well. 

The change in the mode of apportioning the public money has causedl a 
considerable increase in the attendance during the past year. The whole 
number of children, between the ages of five and 21, residing in the d£ 8- 
trict, is 8,111 ; of these, 4,706 have attended school during some part *^ 
the year, an increase of 522 on the previous year, or over 12 per ce«-^** 
The average daily attendance for the year has been 2,000. I have ^c^o 
doubt that when the public have become generally acquainted with t9^^ 
law, the percentage of increase will be still greater. 

It seems to me that an unnecessary amount of labor will be impoB^^" 
upon Commissioners in making the apportionment, by carrying out t'B^® 
average daily attendance to so many places of decimals. I think tb. » 
the amount apportioned according to the attendance, should be upon ^^ 
children attending the school. If one district educates children residi*^? 
in another, it should receive moneys in proportion. 

There have been employed in this district, during the year, 105 teac^*' 
ers, of whom 27 were males and 78 females; five were licensed by tl^® 
State Superintendent, 12 were Normal graduates, and 88 were licens^^ 
by the School Commissioner and Boards of Education. 

The number of private schools is 35, and the number of pupils atteo«' 
ing them 743. The Flushing Institute, located in Flushing village, i^ * 
well conducted institution, and has in attendance about 125 pupils, »" 
boys. The faculty consists of nine teachers. The boys are prepared f<>^ 
the Sophomore class in College or for business. 

The Catholics of Flushing educate their own children, independently 
of any assistance from the State. Their schools are free to all who choos^ 
to patronize them, and, in consequence, there are no Catholic children i^ 
the public school. The sexes attend different schools, both of which ar* 
large, and I think well conducted. 
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We have one colored school, located In Flashing : a colored man is 
employed as teacher. 

^We liave a number of large schools. The largest is in the village of 
Flushing, and employs nine teachers. There are several schools, how- 
ever, that are in a very feeble state. No. 7 in Oyster bay contains but 

17 children of school age ; No. 20, but 32 ; and No. 21, but 41. No. 24 
has had no school since I have been in office. No. 7 is on a neck, and 

18 so situated that it cannot be united with other districts, and the other 
diafficts mentioned are so sparsely settled that it would not be advisfl^ 
ble. No. t is supported almost entirely by one man, and yet it was kept 
open during the past year for a term of 40 weeks; an example for many 
larg^er and abler school districts to emulate. 

The average length of time school has been taught is a little more 
thau 40 weeks. 

The text-books principally in use are the National Series. The uni- 
formity is good, and the children are generally well supplied. 

As to libraries, the money expended upon them might better be be- 
stowed for some charitable object — given to School Commissioners, for 
instance. It would then do some good : now it is thrown away. But 
little dependence can be placed on the reports of trustees as to their 
value. 

I may here say, too, that a great deal of patching must be done to 
trustees' reports, by the Commissioner. The affidavits in regard to ave- 
rage attendance contained some pretty " tall swearing." The trustees 
of one district, where the school house would accommodate about 25 or 
^0 pupils, swore that their average daily attendance was 860. In 
pother district, they swore that the whole number of pupils was 50, and 
average attendance 150. These were the worst cases ; but there were 
hut very few that were correct. Financial accounts, when they balance, 
^Q made to do so in many cases by finding the amount by subtractiou 
^^&t will make them balance, and then inserting it. In some cases they 
^on't balance: in other cases, the report is but half finished when sent in. 
?he most of these faults arise from sheer carelessness. I am not willing 
^ telieve it is ignorance. 

Oar Institute was held at the village of Jamaica, commencing on the 
?Oth of November and continuing II days. The interest manifested by 
^^chers, and by the citizens of Jamaica, was very great. The Institute 
^^8 in charge of the Commissioners, who were assisted by Profs. J. 
Madison Watson, E. B. Knapp, N. J. Gates of Flushing, C. Townsend, 
^^d others. Prof. Knapp has been with us two years before, and has 
ttiade himself very popular with our teachers. I would commend him to 

v^mmissioners as one of the best Institute instructors in the State. Prof. 

^i^tson's services were highly appreciated. No man works harder in 

^ loHlitnte, or gets more work out of the teachers than he. 

• I^ectures were delivered evenings by Hon. F. W. Ricord of New Jer- 

•®y, Eev. P. D. Oakey of Jamaica, Prof. Charles Northend, Prof. Henry 
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Onderdonk of Jamaica, Prof. WatsoD, Rev. G. Bachman of Jamaica, axk^ 
Mr. N. J. Gates. ' 

My work during the year has been, I presume, much the same as ih^\ 
of other Commissioners. It is unnecessary to repeat the varied duties a 
School Commissioner is called upon to perform. I have endeavored 'txS 
do my duty; but if I have failed in any particular, the fault hasbe^n 
rather in my want of ability than inclination. 

' A note from you called for a short report If I had given you tbis» it 
might have been more acceptable than the hastily written, though i:^ot 
so short, report which I send you. 

I am very respectfully yours, 

CHARLES W. BROWN. 

School Commimone^r^^ 



QUEENS COUNTY— Second District. 

Hon. V. M. Rics, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir — In accordance with your request, I have pleasure in submitting 
the following brief Report from the Second district, Queens county, cono- 
prising the towns of Jamaica, Newtown and Hempstead: 

School Houses. — In my last year's Report, I remarked that three <^ 
the school houses in this district were past all hope. I am happy *^ 
inform you that since that time, two of them have been replaced by nc^* 
substantial buildings, a credit to each district; and the remaining orm^> 
I have no doubt, will follow suit before another year. We have alt^^ 
gether thirty-eight school houses in the district. The most of them a.^^ 
comfortable; but many of them might, with a little expense, be mat^" 
rially altered and improved. Very little attention is given to ornamer**^' 
ing and fencing the play-grounds. I have made every effort to indu^^ 
trustees to pay particular attention to the ventilation of their scho^^ 
houses, and in many instances with good results. 

Rate-bills. — The rate-bills continue in two of the towns throughoca'** 
in the remaining one, they have a majority of Union Free Schools. I sh^**^ 
hope to see the whole districts follow in the good workof the latt^^ 
town. 

I regret to find many schools just kept open long enough to draw tt^^ 
public money; and frequently drive many miles to find a school hoii^^ 
closed, call on the trustees, and some will say, "We cannot find. * 
teacher." The simple reason is, a good teacher will not take the m^^^ 
pittance offered. I know of one male teacher who labored faithfully ""^ 
the service for years at a salary of four hundred dollars; he asked f"^^ 
an increase of two hundred dollars more; it was refused and he left "fct^ 
'school, and now is employed as a mechanic at three dollars a day. 

Salaries. — The salaries of male teachers average about ^ve hundred 
dollars a year; females, about three hundred. Vei*y few male teacher 
kre employed in this district. ..... . . * 
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f AoAOEMiES AND SEMINARIES. — ^Tfaero are two seminaries and one academy, 
in Jamaica village, all in operation, and supposed to be as well conr 
looted as auy instituiious of the kind in the country. 

Apparatus. — The school houses throughout the district are well sup- 
»lied with blackboards, globes^ outline maps; and many of them have, 
^ocutionary charts. 

Private Schools. — Tliese are gradually diminishing in numbers. There; 
Mre but twenty-seven in this district, and the number of pupils is 489. 

IjIbra«ies.— -Very little attention or interest is tak^n in school libraries. 
?*ew books are read, and they appear generally to be much neglected; 
uid the reports of many trustees in regard to them, I am inclined to 
think, are mere guess work. 

iKSTiruTE.-— The Institute for this county was held at Jamaica, com-^ 
nencing on Monday, 20th November, and continued two weeks. The 
attendance was large, and considerable interest was manifested by the. 
teachers in attendance. Professor G. Townsend, of Rochester, dropped 
in amongst us, or^ as the Professor said, ** he was sprung upon us" very- 
unexpectedly; but we were more than pleased, and very much gratified* 
to hear his instructions on Civil Government. All the teachers, after 
this time, will be expected to pass a rigid examination on that subject^ 
My associate, Mr. C. W. Brown, will give you in his Report additional 
details about tlie Institute. 

School Commissioner. — I have visited and inspected nearly every school 
Hi the -district three times this year, and many of them five or six times. 
I invariably request the teacher to proceed with the exercises as usual/ 
so that I oan have an opportunity of knowing the progress made by the 
paptls since my last visit, and the ability of the teacher to instruct. 
After hearing the different classes, and examining them as they go on 
with their exercises, I generally conclude with a few words of encourage* 
ment, urging upon them the necessity of prosecuting their studies with 
vigor while they have the opportunity. 

Very respectfully, 

WM. D. WOOD, 
J^AMjjci, Dec. 31, 1865. School Commissioner^ • 



RICHMOND COUNTY- 
Son. V. M. Rice : 

■ ^ear Sir^— The undersigned School Commissioner for Richmond county, 
^^pectfully submits the following Reports 
• There are, in the towns under my supervision, 24 school districts* 
**^e whole number of children between the ages of five and twenty-one, 
Residing in the county, is 9,718. The number of children between five 
*nd twenty-one years, as given by the trustees last year, was 9,602, 
•'^owiDig an increase of 116 for the present year. Whole number of 
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cbildren attending the schools during the jear, 4,294; against 4,3^nsflt 
year. 

School Houses. — According to the reports snbmitted bj trtrstees, tbe 
total namber of school booses is 22; of which 14 are frame, sereB are 
brick, and one stone. A few of the school houses are neaty well arranged 
buildings, with shade trees and proper plaj-grounds; but manj are ol^ 
and dilapidated. The out-buildings of some are in a yerj bad conditioDr 
and rery much neglected; a few are barely in a condition to be usefa^^ 
All the houses are warmed by stores, and Tentilated by loweriBg tli^ 
windowHsash. 

Most of our schools are furnished with blackboards ; many of thom 
haye maps and charts, and a few hare globes. The branches of stodl^Fr 
generally pursued, are reading, spelling, arithmetic, geography anci 
grammar. The pupils begin to attend at the ages of fire or six, SLTkci 
end their attendance at 15 or 18. 

Teachers. — Fifty-one teachers hare been employed during the p&si 
year ; of these 18 are males and 33 females, a large majority of whorii 
'Hake up" teaching as a temporary employment, until something " tarms 
up'' that will pay. A larger per cent, of certificates granted arc 
third grades. 

Private Schools. — ^The number of prirate schools, as giTem by trustees, 
is 37, and the number of children is 164, which I am satisfied is Tar 
below the mark. 

Parochial Schools. — There are four in my district, two of which I 
kave yisited. One, connected with St. Paul's (Episcopal) church, cojao- 
menced in September last, with twenty-five children : at the close of tto® 
year, they numbered 120. There are two teachers (females). Tl^^ 
principal has had many years experience in teaching in England, FraiiC?^ 
and Canada. The Assistant has a diploma from the Normal School ^ 
Canada : they are assisted by the ladies of the church, in instructic* S 
the children. Each child pays ten cents per week, and everythiag "•• 
furnished. 

The other, under the supervision of St. Mary's (Catholic), commenc^^^ 
in October last, and now numbers 240 children. It is under the char^^^^ 
of the Sisters of Mercy, who seem to feel fully the importance of th^ ^^ 
charge, and are devoted to their work. 

I find the attendance at those schools much more regular than 
our public schools. The school of " St. Mary's" is free, and text-boo 
furnished. 

Schools for Colored Children. — There is but one school for color ^^ 
children in this district, and that school is supported by school Distr i ^ 
No. 1, of Middletown. The school is taught by a colored teacher (female ^' 

Text-books. — It would be almost an endless task to attempt '^^ 
enumerate the various kinds, qualities and characters of the text-bor* "^^ 
used in the different schools. Indeed, in this respect, there is 
greatest need of reform. You will often find, in some of the sroa" 
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obis, as many different books as there are children. Proper classifi- 
ion is out of the question ; and the time of the teacher is wasted, in 
ng over and over the same subject with small classes in each of the 
eral textrbooks. 

>fSTR[CT Libraries. — ^The condition of district school libraries is not 
satisfactory, in many districts, as might be desired ; nor are they held 
the estimation they were in former times. I am of the opinion that 
-half of the money annually expended for books for the different 
'a.ries within my district, would be more useful if applied to the pay« 
it of teachers' wages. Libraries increase but little in the number of 
•ks : they receive but little attention, and the books purchased are 
Ml of a character unsuited to the wants of those who read them. 
iy are read but little : many districts have no suitable place to keep 
on, and often there is no record kept of books taken out. Upon the 
ole, I think they have ceased to be useful. 

Jniox Free Schools. — There are seven Union Free Schools organized 
ter the law of 1853, and one Free School organized by special act. 
>uring the time that I have served as School Commissioner, I can 
ceive a growing interest on the part of the inhabitants in relation to 
amon schools : this is shown by electing a better class of trustees, 
I by securing the services of a better class of teachers than formerly ; 
; in too many instances, I regret to say, the feeling seems to be, not 
employ the best teacher for the longest possible period, but the one 
.t will serve the longest term for the least money, 
in conclusion, I may be permitted to add, that the schools under my 
e are in a fair state of progress ; hoping that the future will give us 
Jore marked improvement, 

I am, respectfully yours, L LEA. 

Jtapleton, Dec. 27, 1865. 



ROCKLAND COUNTY. 

he undersigned, School Commissioner for the only District in Rock- 
i county, in addition to the Abstract herewith furnished, would pre- 
b the following: 

he information called for, and which is now contained in the Abstract 
•he Reports of the Trustees, is so full, that a recapitulation of the 
lous topics, ustially treated of in the Reports of School Commis- 
lers, is rendered in a great measure unnecessary. To describe from 
X* to year the condition of our school houses, whether they are con- 
iently arranged, properly ventilated and supplied with the necessary 
-huildings ; whether they have any play-grounds attached, or stand 
the public highway with the **long lane^^ for such play-ground, and 
ciy other subjects of like character, seems to be a fruitless under- 
ing, not very gratifying to the Department on account of its same- 
s from year to year, and much less to him who is called upon to make 
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the report. It seems to me that by far the greatest good would be ^c*. 
complished by a comparison of yiews in regard to the best means of 
remedying the evils which hang around our present system of public 
instruction, as prescribed by law. 

The Reports of the several School Commissioners are filled from year 
to year, with glowing descriptions of the sorrowful condition of alar^ 
number of the schools in the State ; the apparent want of interest m^ni- 
fosted by parents in the educational welfare of their children ; the ev^ih 
resulting from the frequent change of teachers ; and the causes whicl, 
in most instances, bring about these alterations, and many other topics 
of kindred import; and yet how few are the remedies suggested I 

The various instrumentalities which are employed for the improvement 
of our schools, by furnishing a supply of teachers properly qualified for 
the discharge of their duties, are highly praiseworthy and not to be dis- 
pensed with. In these instrumentalities I include Normal Schools, &iid 
all the Academies having a department for the preparation of teachers, 
Teachers' Institutes, Teachers' Associations, and all the means employed 
for the purpose of improving the qualifications of teachers; and yet how 
many of those who graduate from our Normal schools and our academiea 
are to be found teaching ? How many of those even who have not 
graduated from such institutions, but who have attended Teachers' In* 
stitutes and otherwise enjoyed facilities for improving themselves, will 
you find in our schools ? Why is it that we find them all seeking otheT 
employment ? Again, why is it that we find so small a proportion of 
our children of school age attending our schools ? And of that numbeicr, 
why such an irregular attendance as is shown by the Statistical Bepor^^^ 
of the trustees ? 

Out of the number between five and twenty-one, less than half ha^^® 
attended the schools at all, in this county, during the last year ; and ^^' 
that number, the average attendance has been about one-third. 

Again : Why do we find our school libraries so little appreciated, a i^ ^ 
in many instances so shamefully neglected ? Why do we have so mu(^-^" 
dissension in districts; so many applications for divisions of districts, a]!i^^^. 
many petitions of like character ? Is there any remedy for these evil-^* ®» 
other than the means which have heretofore been employed ? Can the^^^ 
be reached in any other way than by a radical change in the organizst- ** 
tion and conduct of our school system ? 

This seems to me to be the point to which we should direct our serio 
and earnest attention. Would not many of the diflBculties hinted 
above be avoided, or removed, by a uniform system of free schoo*—^'^ 
throughout the State ? 

It is quite unnecessary, at this day, to write a dissertation upon t^fc^ 
intimate relations of an enlightened and virtuous people to the free Si^' 
stitutions of our country, or to attempt to show how necessary it is ^'or 
the State to educate and train up its citizens to the fullest enjoyment of 
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the benefits it can bestow. The only question which needs any dis- 
sion now is, how can she best subserve the end desired ? 
kgain I ask, would not a uniform system of free schools make a 
rer approach to the accomplishment of this duty, than the course 
etofore adopted f If made free, should not all the district schools in 
State be supported by an apportionment of moneys raised by a gene- 
tax, the same as the public moneys are now apportioned f (Many 
•ng arguments might be given against the propriety of supporting the 
>ols in the districts, severally, by a tax upon the properly of such, 
ricts.) If made free by a general State tax, what would be the best 
e of apportionment to the several districts, in order to bring about 
employment of efficient teachers, and a better attendance of the 
irenf 

gain, so far as regards the employing of teachers, would it not be 
er to have a board of education in each town, whose duty it should 
imong others, to employ the teachers in the schools, and to whom 
e the teachers would be amenable, and not to trustees of districts, 
are influenced so frequently by imprudent complaints of parents to 
ijudicious exercise of power ? 

lese questions are suggested for the purpose of stimulating inquiry 
he subject. I have long been under the impression that we shaU: 
^r make our schools what they should be, under the present rate-bill 
em. The objections to it have been shown in many of the Reports, 
te Commissioners heretofcFre made to the Department, 
believe that a system of free schools, supported and conducted in the 
ner foreshadowed in the questions above proposed, would have a 
ency to relieve our schools of much of the embarrassment they have 
to contend with ; would bring in and retain a higher grade of 
hers, and be the means of drawing into the schools a larger pro- 
ion of the children and securing a more regular attendance. These 
cts being attained, a large share of the evils above enumerated, with 
y more, would be obviated ; harmony would be secured in the dis-. 
» from a lack of any opportunity to disturb it, and the general wel- 
of society would be promoted. 

ne of the greatest sources of difficulty in school districts is the power 
3h is given to the inhabitants and trustees in school districts, and the 
it of a proper discretion sometimes in the use of it. Political animosi- 
, religious sectarian prejudices, and like causes, often control their 
on in the discharge of their duties ; blinded thereby to a proper ap- 
nation of the obligations they are under to their children and the 
:e. 

might go on at length and enumerate the many advantages, which, 
ly judgment, would flow from such a change as is here indicated. It 
Id no doubt be opposed by many; but in confirmation of my opinions 
his subject, I will only refer to the public schools of the city of 
^ York, and all those cities in the State where the system has been 
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adopted. We can not shut our eyes to the fact that they are, beyond 
comparison, above the present grade of our district schools. 

I would now briefly submit a rough sketch of a system, which, if pro 
perly matured and adjusted in all its necessary details, would not only 
secure, in my judgment, the proper instruction of all the children in the 
State, but be in perfect harmony with the character of our institutions 
and the reciprocal duties of the State and its citizens. I am aware of 
the opposition which the main features of the plan will meet with, but 
may we not ask whether this does not arise from selfish prejudice ? 

I would have the schools all free, supported by a general tax upon all 
the taxable property of the State, but only so far as regards the pay- 
ment of teachers' wages. The erection, repairs, necessary appendages, 
furnishing fuel, and all charges of like character, to be a tax upon the 
property of the individual districts in which such expenses are incurred. 
The apportionment of moneys for teachers' wages to the districts, to 
be made according to their necessities ; which alone can be determined 
by their reports of the previous year of the actual attendance at the 
school, and not according to the number of children in the several dis- 
tricts between certain ages. 

Each district to elect but one trustee instead of three, whose duty i^ 
shall be to see that the school is properly furnished with fuel and eAi 
other things necessary for the comfort and convenience of the 8chool> 
according to the means furnished him by the district at their anna^l 
meeting; and to enter, at the end of the school year, on a blank page to 
be prepared for that purpose, in the School Register to be kept by tl*^ 
teacher, similar to the one now provided for the schools, an account of 
all the expenditures of the school during the year, certified to by hinci > 
which school register, with the daily attendance of the scholars properly 
verified by the oath of the teacher as now required by law, shall be re- 
turned to a board of education of the town, as hereafter recommended; 
and which register, so returned, will constitute the only report required 
of him. 

Each town in the State to elect a Board of Education, to consist of 
three or five persdns, one of whom shall be dected annually; whose duty 
it shall be to hire and employ teachers for the several districts in tbeir 
respective towns, hold the moneys apportioned for teachers' wages, »irid 
pay them when properly entitled thereto ; perform all the duties which 
now are required from the Commissioner, in the alteration and divisi^^^ 
of school districts, and all duties of like character ; and to make a con- 
densed annual report for the several districts of their towns, from the 
School Kegisters returned to them, to a County or Assembly District 
officer. 

Each county or Assembly district to have a Superintendent or Com- 
missioner, whose sole business would be to examine teachers, VJ^^* 
schools and make the necessary Annual Report to the State Department, 
and duties of like character; relieving him of the settlement of difficulties 
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ricts which are now so detrimental to his usefulness. I refer to 
ions and division of districts, &o., which would be left with the 
of Education in the town, who would always be better informed 
rd to the proper course in such matters than a county officer can be. 
is a brief outline of what I believe would, if well guarded and 
ly framed in all its minor details, promote the best interests of the 
)f the State ; remove many if not all of the elements of discord 
hang like an incubus on the present system ; and happily aid in 
; us an intelligent, as well as what we profess to be, a free people. 
Respectfully submitted. 

NICHOLAS C. BLAUVELT, 
!«ro V ALLEY, Dec. 19, 1865. School Conimimoner, 



ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY— First District. 

M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir — In compliance with your request, I herewith submit the fol- 
statement in regard to the schools under my supervision for the 
lar: 

e eleven towns comprising the First Assembly district, there are 
ool districts, in which there have been kept 156 schools for the 
ite time of 4,343 2-5 weeks, inclusive of legal holidays. The 
mber of children attending these schools during the year was 
svith a total average attendance of 3,808.238. The number of 
I of school age in the district is 10,788; deducting from this the 
reported above as attending, and we find 2,737 children of school* 
within the school room the past year. 

i figures, after making a liberal deduction for inaccuracies ia 
i' reports, and for those attending private schools, are truly alarm- 
he cause of the non-attendance of so many children is mainly 
able to defects in our school system, which it is evidently the 
f the Department, through future legislation, gradually to over- 

cts No. 4, Fine, and No. 4, Gouverneur, have forfeited their 
noney for the coming year, by reason of not having kept school 
required term of 28 weeks. Districts No. 1, Macomb, and No. 
gatchie, have also forfeited theirs, by reason of their failure to 
their trustees' reports in season to be included in my annual 
;. These districts will not be allowed to participate in the dis- 
a of the school moneys except by special permission of the Depart? 

ct No. 2, Macomb, always too weak and ineflScient to justify 
itions, and having failed to keep school any portion of the past 
.3 recently, by consent of the inhabitants thereof, been annulled, 
territory attached to adjoining districts. 
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I have again to acknowledge my obligations to town clerks for their U 
exertions in distributing blanks, circulars, &c., to the scTeral districts, h 
and for collecting the annual reports of trustees. An unusual amount h 
of labor, connected with school matters, has been required of them the li^ 
past year, and with few exceptions, performed cheerfully and promptly, ii 
Considering the services rendered by these officers, it is indeed not sur- Isr 
prising that some should raise the question as to the authority that JUt 
required it. I would respectfully refer such to subdivisions i and 5 of 
section 1, title 5, chapter 555 of the Laws of 1864. 

No one appreciates more fully than the School Commissioner the value 
of the services of these officers in this direction. Difficulties and em- 
barrassments in the affairs of districts, occasioning great annoyance if 
allowed to reach his department, may often be effectually prevented by 
their influence and watchful care. So little time is given to the Commia- 
sioncr, after receiving the reports of trustees, for the completion of theit 
abstracts, that it is impossible to return them for correction, with any 
prospect of getting them back again in season. The only alternative 
left ihem is, from a multitude of errors to gather a few items of trutb, 
on which the Department is forced to rely for information in relation to 
the condition of the schools of the State. 

The importance of this matter may be inferred from the character of tl^® 
information required by the Department, which is either valuable ^^^ 
otherwise : if valuable, is it not equally important that it should "f® 
correct? Truly; but to attain so desirable a result is a matter of •^^ 
small difficulty, and, under the present arrangement, I despair of a near ^^ 
approach to accuracy. Trustees have been repeatedly appealed to ^*^ 
exercise greater care in the preparation of their reports; yet of the 1^^* 
received this fall, I must say I never examined a greater bundle of c(^ ^ 
fuision. But in justice to them, I would say the amount of matter call-^^ 
for in their reports the present year greatly exceeded that of fornu '^^ 
years, and differed widely in character. And, again, the manner in whi -^^^^ 
their blanks were prepared, with detached affidavits, sent, too, at difft^^^' 
ent times, must have been, as it was to both town clerks and Comm ^•S' 
sioner, annoying in the extreme. But this seeming irregularity of t/^^ 
Department, which will doubtless be guarded against in the future, w^ ^^ 
evidently owing to the unusual amount of labor imposed upon them ^" 
connection with the experiment about to be made of apportioning a shsfc^e 
of the public fund upon the basis of the average daily attendance. 

But judging by the past, it is evident that grave inaccuracies in tries' 
tees' reports will continue, unless some radical reform is institute* 
Various views may be entertained as to the proper course to be pursued; 
yet, in my opinion, no real improvement will be insured short of leg'is- 
lative action. To this end I would respectfully recommend: Fird. The 
requirement of town clerks to make, between the 15th day of Octol^^' 
and the 1st day of November following, an abstract from the trustees 
reports, of their respective towns, for the use of the School ComDCiiB- 
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ler. Secondly, The selection of but one trustee, and he, by a majority 
e of the inhabitants lawfully assembled at any district meeting, to be 
ipensated for his services, in their discretion, to the amount of not 
eeding ten dollars in any one year; the same to. be levied and 
ected in the same manner, and .with like authority, that other school 

riot taxes are raised and collected. 

he benefits arising from the first provision are evident — a prompt and 
irate report from the trustees of each district of their respective 
ns. Delinquent districts, now not uncommon, would be duly notified 
;heir tardiness; measures could be immediately taken for the early 
ection of inaccurate reports, which, under the present arrangement, 
lid be fruitless for the Commissioner to attempt. The State Superin- 
lent, being thus placed in possession of accurate data in relation to 
operation of our school system, would not, in each suggestion for its 
rovement, be compelled as now to make a leap in the dark. 
1 regard to the second provision there will doubtless be a diversity 
dinion, a free and full expression of which is respectfully invited. It 
generally received maxim in enlightened governments, "no taxation 
tout representation." May we not with equal propriety say, "no 
r without just compensation ?" What justice is there in compelling 
ndividual, under penalty, to perform a given amount of labor with* 
remuneration ? The argument so forcibly presented of late, that 
y person, without distinction, is justly entitled to the products of his 

toil, whether physical or mental, seems equally applicable here. 
b the office should, as at present, be purely honorary, applies with 
i\ force and consistency to any other in the gift of the people. Being 
st in principle it is also pernicious in its operation. Few can be 
d to accept it, except under protest, only complying, as would 
rally be expected, with its requirements with the most extreme 
stance. 

le labors of the trustee are arduous, and sometimes extremely por- 
ing, often exceeding that of any town officer. The employment of 
hers and conveying them, as is often the case, to and from the dis- 
.; keeping the school house in suitable repair; providing it with 
; making out tax-lists, rate-bills, reports, &c., is a work well 
alatcd to dampen the enthusiasm of the most ardent aspirant for such 
Qors," while if forced upon unwilling hands there is rebellion in 
ature. 

is to be hoped, therefore, that public sentiment may ere long be so 
cted as to secure to these officers, in a measure at least, a reward 
heir services, believing that such a provision, by making the respon- 
ities of the position more keenly felt, would add new life and vigor 
ar common schools and the cause of education. 
Qce a portion of the public money, in March next, is to be 
>rtioned upon the basis of the average daily attendance, the follow-^ 
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ing exhibit in relation thereto, of the several towns in the district, T»ay 
prove interesting and instructive : 



No. of children over 
5 and under 21 yrs. 

De Kalb. 1,092 

Depeyster 474 

Fine 175 

Fowler 600 

Gonverneur 1,199 

Hammond 634 

Macomb , 694 

Morristown 687 

Ogdensburgh 3,106 

Oswegatchie 1,105 

Pitcairn 246 

Rossie 771 

Total 10,783 



Arerage <3ally 
atieDdaim ^e. 

416.9'X 6 
165.011^ 5 
61.6^6 
236.4 
317.1 
229.6 
214.1 
242.5 "SS 

783.0 OO 
356. & ^5 

102.1 S9 
182.L 6] 

3.308.238 



By comparing the four towns, viz. : Fowler, Hammond, Macomb and 
Morristown, each having about the same number of pupils, it will be 
observed the attendance is nearly equal. A similar result may aUo be 
found by comparing the three towns, De Kalb, Gouverneur and Osweg**^ 
chie ; showing the attendance to be nearly the same throughout ti^^ 
district, not being afiected, as is sometimes inferred, by local caus^^* 
Ogdensburgh shows the least attendance in proportion to the numt^*^ 
of pupils, with the exception of the town of Rossie, while the town *» 
Pitcairn shows the greatest. 

To what extent the provision, which authorizes the distribution of * 
portion of the public money upon this new basis, has operated, ^ 
intended, to stimulate attendance, we have no means of knowing ; ^^ 
information in this respect, having heretofore been based uponda't*» 
upon the accuracy of which little reliance can be placed. But we h*^® 
good reason to believe that hereafter, when its pecuniary benefits ah^"^ 
have become more extensively known, its loeightier benefits will also ^ 
seen and appreciated. 

An anomaly is here discoverable in our school system. This n^^ 
basis of apportionment is virtually a premium offered for regular attend' 
ance ; while the rate-bill feature, still retained, likewise offers a premiuio 
for non-attendance. This forcibly reminds me of the sailor who erect^ 
a huge bellows upon the stern of his vessel, in order to impel it agaios* 
adverse winds. The experiment, though a failure, was not without i*® 
lesson ; since it taught him the principle in philosophy, that action »«" 
re-action were equal. If those to whom is intrusted the revision of on^ 
school laws were equally fortunate, we might hope yet to sec our school 
system shorn of this ruinous feature. But perhaps we should be coD' 
tent to make haste slowly : we have taken a step in the right direction. 
But we have been le,d to infer that the Department, for years past, bsk^e 
recognized the correctness of the principle that the property of the State 
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Bbonld edncate the children of the State ; and were led to suppose, 
thoQgh for proper reasons its application was to be gradual, yet that 
ultimately it would prevail. It is now sixteen or seventeen years since 
the repeal of the "Free School Law/' which had been twice most 
emphatically indorsed by a vote of the people ; and unless greater pro- 
gress is to be made in the future than in the past, the present generation, 
at least, will be unable to realize, the benefits of such a feature in our 
school system. With this principle fully recognized and established, to 
be followed in due time by indirect compulsory attendance, and we 
shall then have a system of schools to which the world can not furnish a 
superior. 

Notwithstanding there are various things which, in their practical 
operation, serve to restrain the prosperous advance of our school inte- 
rests, yet in ray opinion there is no one thing, at the present time, which 
they so imperatively need, as a thoroughly qualified corps of teachers. 
Since the teacher is to be the life of the school, is it not of the greatest 
consequence that he have within him the means of sustaining life ? In 
the hands of an incompetent teacher, the school, whatever its excel- 
lencies, must necessarily languish and die. His attainments can not be 
too extensive or too thorough. Although the Commissioner is forced to 
prescribe the minimum of his attainments, it should be remembered that 
in the opposite direction there is no limit. But because there is no limit 
to human attainment, let it not be received as a chiU to the enthusiasm 
Mready awakened. I am fully sustained by the very highest authority 
in saying, that in no part of our State is there a deeper interest mani- 
fested, a more fixed determination to improve, than with the teachers of 
St. Lawrence county; and I feel bound to congratulate them for the ad- 
vances already made — the ignorance and prejudice which has been over- 
come, in the last few years, notwithstanding the antagonistic relations 
of war. Compare, if you please, the vexatious intermeddling of parents, 
8till too frequent, in matters of school government; the prejudices exist- 
^^S against Institutes, Associations, map-drawing, topic recitation, ob- 
ject teaching and the like. Of this, many of you* will be pre- 
pared to judge, and will unite with me to rejoice and take courage. In 
Illation to your future action, then, as students and teachers, let there 
^ no shadowy doubts or timid hesitancy. Your course is plain ; your 
leeward certain. Dig deep into the mysteries of science; enjoy, in the 
greatest fullness, its hidden beauties. Be {)repared not only to impart 
through your profession a halo of usefulness, but to appreciate more 
highly the important and varied relations of life. 

Bat I have already extended my report beyond ordinary limits, and I 
*ic compelled to omit many points that I would have been glad to dis- 
cuss. That our school system is imperfect in many respects, and needs 
reconstructing," is evident; yet, amidst all these embarrassments, we 
"*ve been making steady advancement. That they may continue to ad- 

* Made first to Co. Toachen' Association. 
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vance until every child within our State and Nation, without distinctr^ --"cion 
of color or parentage, be enabled to receive in full fruition the riche^^^ 3 r 
a truly finished and free education, is the ardent wish of the undersigi^r-^j^j 

MARTIN L. LAUGHLIN, 
Hammond, January 18, 1866. School Commimom 



ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY— Second District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice : 

Sir — ^There are one hundred and sixty school districts in this AssetnMy 
District; one less than last year, owing to the consolidation of nuial)er8 
one and nine in the town of Norfolk. A number of alterations in dis- 
trict boundaries have been made, and others are in contemplation. This 
work has been attended with much labor; for I have acted from tbe 
belief that no alterations should be made until the Commissioner pet^ 
fectly understands the nature* of those he is desired to make. No 
changes in district boundaries have been effected, except by the consent 
of all the parties interested. 

Few changes have been made in school houses, but a number of ne"^ 
ones will be erected the coming year. Already the inhabitants of nio® 
districts have held special meetings, and resolved to build new ones \X^^ 
coming summer, and others are talking of doing the same. 

Although a commendable interest is manifested in favor of bett^^ 
buildings for the education of the young, yet comparatively few di^ 
tricts are provided with suitable grounds upon which to build. In sor*^® 
instances, the owners of the land joining the school sites have refus^^^ 
to sell a sufficient amount for school purposes; consequently the district ''^ 
have been unable to make those improvements they desired to. 

The construction of railroads and highways are forced at the pleasim 
of the parties interested; and I can not see why, with equal propria 
districts may not have the right to obtain as much land, and in sa^^h 
locality as they please, for school purposes. In those instances, th-^y 
should be allowed to decide what and how much they desire; then '* 
should be the duty of the town assessors, when called upon by the tri:i^^' 
tees, to assess and report the damages from the holding of said lands, ^^ 
said trustees; whoso duty it should be to collect the said sum from t^^ 
districts, as other taxes are levied and collected. Your attention ^^ 
respectfully called to the above proposed alteration, hoping thereby" *^ 
secure the change during the present session of the Legislature. 

The district libraries are a failure : the people have failed to take 
important interest in them, and they are almost entirely neglecl 
Only $86.30 were paid for library books during the year. These fs^-otfi 
show that the Legislature would act wisely, should it cause the morm^y* 
now appropriated for library purposes, to be used in making provisi^^^ 
for supplying the schools with better qualified teachers. 

St. Lawrence University, conducted by Profs. Lee and White, a^^" 



lit 
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Qton Academy, by Prof. Ball, are furnishinjj accommodations for a 

go number of students, and many are availing themselves of these 

vileges. 

3t. Lawrence County Institute, held at Brasher Falls, was a success. 

though we were obliged to change the place of meeting on short 

tice, yet the teachers rallied, and nearly two hundred and fifty partici- 

ted in the exercises. The particulars of the Institute will be noticed 

Commissioner Whitney in his report. 
The number of qualified teachers employed in the schools of my dis- 
ct during the year, is 359; of whom 40 were males and 319 females. 
Many of our gentlemen teachers have returned from the exposures of 
mp life, but not to teach ; and some have come back to secure a title 

the time and talents of certain Jady teachers, to the detrim.ent of the 
hools. The above, with the desire for higher qualifications of teachers, 
kve made it difficult to supply the schools during the past year. I am 
tisfied, from observation, that the female is the natural teacher of the 
•ung. Let the district employ competent females ; then keep them 
3111 term to term, and the evils arising from too frequent changes 
ould be avoided. I am happy to report that a number of districts have 
iopted this course, and their schools are progressing finely. 
The whole number of children between the ages of five and twenty-one 
ars, was 10,442 ; the whole number attending school was 8,453, 
tiile the average attendance was 3,737. While the law requiring the 
•portionment of one-third of the public money on the average attend- 
ee is beneficial, I am satisfied it would be more so if the two-thirds 
-re apportioned in the same manner. 

Let two-thirds of the public funds for schools be apportioned upon 
s average attendance, and the remaining third per district, as at 
^sent ; then provide against the fear of rate-bills and you will have a 
^ best calculated, in my judgment, to secure the attendance of the 
^Idren at school. The property of the State should be used to educate 

children, for its value increases in proportion to its general intelli- 
*^ce ; therefore the common schools should be as free to all as the air 
' breathe. There would be built up around our homes a protection too 
'ongr for rebellious hands to demolish. 

Qaving long witnessed the evils from constant changes in methods of 
Aching, caused by too frequent change of teachers in our schools, I 
^menced, more than three years since, to obtain a uniform system of 
Aching, and I am encouraged with the result. Now many of our 
^ools are similarly taught ; and I attribute very much of the success 
^uy have had in effecting this changp, to the school examinations held 
this district. 

Inuring the past year, 2,551 children, from 101 different schools, parti- 
s' ^ted in those gatherings ; and as reported by the teachers, there 
^J^e 651 parents' visits, 148 trustees' and 43 clergymen's, made during 

tAssem. No. 90.] 19 
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the terms. Lectures were usually given in the evening following* the 
examinations. I respectfully recommend to other commissioners the 
holding of such meetings, believing they are well calculated to proioote 
the interests of the rising race. 

Much extra labor has been caused from errors in trustees' reports •, 
and the receiving of the blank affidavits at so late a date, was an a<^d.> 
tional source of trouble in making them. It would be much better if 
the affidavit could be printed on the blank report. The principal cause 
of all these errors is the frequent change of trustees. Men refuse la.l>or 
without compensation ; and since districts are not obliged to pay 
trustees for their services, they are generally unrewarded, and con- 
sequently do not feel the interest they would feel if reasonably paid for 
their labors as other officers are paid. I suggest the propriety of so 
amending the law, that the trustee may, upon making affidavit before 
the district clerk of the district, or any justice of the peace of the town, 
collect from said district a reasonable sum for each day spent in its 
employment. 

In conclusion, I wish to acknowledge the generous hospitality of tl^e 

people, of which I have largely partaken ; the uniform kindness ^^ 

teachers and school officers ; their willingness to receive instructio^ct » 

and to the Department, for entertaining the many communication^ ^ 

have been obliged to forward. Trusting that the same generosity m. 

be extended to me in the future as in the past, and that our schools m. 

be prosperous the coming year, 

I remain truly, your obedient servant. 

CLARK BAKER, School Commismner^ 



ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY— Third District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

The following report is respectfully submitted : 

Since the date of my last report, two new school districts have b^^^^ 
formed, making the total number 159. Districts No. 14 and No. ^ "' 
Massena and Bombay, have been consolidated. The school in distiri^^ 
No. 32, Potsdam, will be discontinued for a time in consequence of "fc*^® 
small number of children of school age. Five districts have failed ^^ 
keep a 28 weeks' school. Several school houses and grounds during **^® 
past year have been improved, four new houses built and the building ^ 
several the ensuing year is in contemplation. An additional school ro^^^^ 
has been provided in district No. 8, Potsdam. This school now conta^^^'j 
three departments, under the management of efficient teachers, ^'^ 
affi)rds most of the advantages found in the best graded schools. rT*^^ 
designation of school houses as to material is, log 12, frame 119, bi"^^ 
23, stone 5; valuation including value of lots $47,895. 

Comparative Statistics of 1864 and 1865. 
Financial, 1864.— Total receipts, $17,871.16; raised by tax, $4,443. 3^;' 
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•ate-bill, $1,929.59 ; apportioned, $11,003.12 ; from all other sources, 
.93; amount remaining on hand October 1, 1868, $419.91. 
"inancial, 1865.— Total receipts, $25,920.29; raised by tax, $5,116.62; 
rate-bill, $5,700.18 ; apportioned, $11,180.19; from all other sources, 
102.06; amount remaining on hand October. 1, 1864, $421.24. 
"Payments, 1864, 1865.— For teachers' wages, $12,868.69, $19,864.03; 
libraries, $185.70, $135.88; for apparatus, $51.45, $23.14; for building 
ool houses, $8,004.04, $8,498.48 ; for sites, fences, &c., $1,451.03, 
191.57; amount remaining on hand October 1, $864.74, $207.24; total, 
,817.76, $25,920.76. 

yiatisticcU, 1864, 1865.— Number of children of school age, 9,698, 9,590; 
ober of children attending school, 7,185, 8,138; average daily attend- 
e, 8,478.88; number of teachers employed, males 58, 51, females, 266, 
; number of private schools, 22, 20; attendance, 680, 431. 
'he largely increased amount, under the head " from all other sources," 
5, is in consequence of the cost of board of teachers being given ia 
Je districts in which teachers " board round." This is found in 65 
>rts. In many of the remaining 94 districts, this custom is known to 
t ; and it is hoped that no trustee will hereafter neglect to include 
cost of board in his report. The largely increased amount raised by 
-bill, is due to the better remuneration of teachers and the abandon. 
t in many districts of the long established custom of "boarding 
^d." This practice is continued in a few cases from necessity, but 
e generally from a false notion of economy, better say a spirit of 
simony. It is maintained at the sacrifice of the teachers' convenience 
health and of golden opportunities for improvement. When patroLS 
n, that the means for self culture and time for preparation for the 
^ed and onerous duties of the school room are essential to their sue- 
iful prosecution, this practice will be entirely abandoned. It will be 
3rvcd that although the number of children of school age in 1865 is 
, the number attending school is much larger. The return of peace 
the consequent diminution of the excessive demands for juvenile 
3r and the healthful influence of the new basis of apportioning the 
3ol funds, have contributed largely to this result. Yet to ascribe it 
^lly to this cause would do evident injustice to the growing sentiment 
Eiifest in the interest of education. 

^.nether year's experience fully justifies the remarks made in our last 
»ort concerning private schools; and we again allude to the unpardon- 
^e practice of some teachers in recommendirg young and incompetent 
'eons to teach. It causes disappointment to the applicant, does in- 
^ice to the public and brings discredit upon the teachers. It will also 
observed, that 821 teachers are reported, and yet but 165 were em 
yed at the same time. Only 16 teachers have been employed for 
^e than a single term, in the same school during the year. Scarcely 
' tlie teacher made the acquaintance of one half his patrons, learning 
^dispositions, capacities and wants of his pupils, his methods of disei- 
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pline and instruction become understood, and he begins to look upon t^^ 
labors with satisfaction and pride, before the short term of 12 or 1-^ 
weeks has closed; and from the whim of some disaffected parent, or l^-CK 
of interest, he is compelled to seek employment in some neighbor! ^^S 
district where the same experiences await him. While this pract/i<^® 
oontinues, low wages will prevail, inferior qualifications and limited ^^ 
perience will be in demand, and that interest and stimulus needful '^^ 
attain high excellence in our schools cannot be secured. 

The reported number of volumes in the libraries, their valuation, sfc-nd 
a large number of items are not given, as little confidence can be pla<3ed 
in their correctness. On another occasion we alluded to the incorrc^ct- 
ness of trustees' reports; and we regret that even greater occasion cm.o'W 
exists for complaint. The errors then pointed out have in a great vt^gsl- 
Bure been remedied, but in those matters reported, not hferetofor^ re- 
quired, unpardonable inaccuracies were found. The limits of this rep>ort 
forbid mentioning these in detail. 

It is unfortunate that circulars of instruction to trustees were not fc>r- 
warded by the Department of Public Instruction at an earlier day, yet 
had trustees carefully read those instructions and the School Act of 186 4, 
these gross neglects of duty would not have occurred. Eeports we^ 
received as late as the 21th of November. More than two weeks w^ 
required in returning reports and deciphering the mass of errors "^ 
ported, that would otherwise have been devoted to visiting schools. T^^^ 
action of the State Superintendent in ordering trustees to forward t^^^* 
statistics omitted, indicate that hereafter reports will not be accept ^*^^ 
unless all facts required are correctly reported. 

The general practice of admitting to the schools children of less thj 
school age, of including their attendance in making out rate-bills, ai 
in finding the average attendance, is both illegal and unjust. The 
remarks are made in no spirit of fault-finding, or from a desire to 
justly expose to criticism the acts of school officers, but I speak o 
thus plainly from an earnest desire that these evils may be remedi( 
Were a law passed allowing but a sole trustee and a reasonable coi 
pensation for service allowed chargeable upon the district, this woi 
be speedily accomplished. Allusion has already been made to the pn 
tice of sending children to school at an early age. It is not our pi 
yince upon this occasion to enter into a lengthy discussion of any su^ 
ject, but rather to state facts and offer suggestions, yet I cannot forbc 
considering this question for a moment. The reason so generally givi 
and with much force, that the teacher*s time can be more profital 
spent with older pupils, will not satisfy the parents of smaller childri 
but let them understand the true rationale why the susceptible brainf 
their children should not be too early excited, and teachers will 
longer be obliged to perform the office of both nurse and teacher, 
tween the various systems of which the body is composed, a nice r 
jyocity of action exists, every one being dependent upon the oth. 
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consequently if one is impaired, like results follow in the others. De- 
stroy the nervous or circulatory systems aud death immediately follows. 
The brain, the seat of intellection, is relatively much more developed in 
chilciren than in after years. The average proportion of the brain to the 
body in children of six years of age is 1-22, while in adults it is but 1-35. 
The nerves of children arc likewise much more developed. It is a phy- 
Biological law that the exercise of an organ excites its nervous energy; 
this induces a flow of blood to that part ; also, that the determination of 
blooci to any part increases its volume. The brain naturally contains 
more blood than any other organ ; and in the function of intellection as 
truly works as does the blacksmith's arm pounding at his anvil. To 
insure good health an equilibrium must be sustained between all the 
systems of the body. Until the age of seven years, the brain in most 
chil<iren and in many much larger, is too much developed to receive 
proper support from the other system; and to encourage mental applica- 
tion, under such circumstances, is to sacrifice the best interest of th© 
chil<i. Precocity of intellect in children should be regarded rather as 
an evil than otherwise. It is well known that such children are more 
lial3le to disease than others. The nervous system being unduly deve- 
loped, and at the expense of the other systems, the child is predisposed 
to <iisease, and only awaits an exciting cause to induce it. Then let the 
mstruction of diildren be that which nature dictates until the body haa 
become vigorous and all the systems act in harmony, which under the 
naost judicious training will not obtain earlier than the sixth or seventh 
year of the child's existence. 

Not only are we in fault in regard to the early training of children, 
*^^t in our whole educational system, in practice if not in theory. The 
intellect is almost exclusively cultivated to the neglect of the physical, 
and even the moral is too much neglected. We need only to observe 
*"^ sickly, distorted and insufficient development of body for proof, 
^^^akness of limb and lungs, diseased liver, indigestion, poor powers of 
endurance and general debility, are the common inheritance of the 
people^ and are the results of inadequate education. Education makes 
^ strong body as well as a strong mind, a good heart as well as a wise 
"ead. A thorough system of physical training is imperatively demanded; 
^nd yet no physical exercises, however judicious, can be successfully in- 
'rod Viced into the schools until the public mind comprehend their neces- 

^ther essential errors exist, such as the neglect of patrons to visit the 
^^Ools, want of sympathy and cooperation between parents and teachers, 
^^ neglect in furnishing proper reading for the young which exercises 
^^li a powerful influence in forming a correct taste and habits of 
j^ox^gljl; The last want is now happily supplied by Our Young Folks, 
^ is indorsed by the best authorities in the country. Its literature is 
*^^ieite an^ attractive, its morals pure, and it breathes the true spirit of 



294 TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

patriotism. In the language of the New York Teacher, ** we could w ish 
it in every family in the land.'* 

The attention of trustees and teachers is again called to the Scliool 
Law of 1864, especially to the length of time schools must be kept, t.he 
time for making trustees* reports, keeping teachers' registers and 'the 
practice of employing teachers without license. Sections 42 and 43, 
article 5, title 7, chapter 555, read as follows : "No part of the sclxool 
moneys apportioned to a district can be applied, or be permitted to ^^ 
applied, to the payment of the wages of an unqualified teacher ; neitbor 
can his wages be collected by rate-bill. Any trustee who applies, or 
directs or consents to the application of any such money to the payment 
of an unqualified teacher's wages, thereby commits a misdemeanor." -A 
qualified teacher is one having a license "in force." The time taa^g-ljt 
by an unqualified teacher can form no part of the 28 weeks requiired. 
Teachers should not be allowed to commence school tiU licenses stre 
obtained. 

There has been an accumulation of labor the past year. In conse- 
quence of the almost impassable condition of the roads during the 
months of January and February, only about one-half the schools were 
visited in the winter; 130 visits were made in the summer; and in addition 
St. Lawrence and Lawrenceville Academies were visited both in the 
summer and fall term and the anniversary exercises <ff each attended. 

I have, in connection with my associates, conducted a Teachers' In&^i* 
tnte. This session was in every way a success, and the citizens of Brast*^^ ] 
Falls deserve praise for the prompt and generous manner in which ent^^^"* 
tainment was furnished on so short notice. In addition to the uscb- ^^ 
public and private examination, nearly three weeks were spent in t^^^ 
month of April in the towns of Massena, Parishville and Stockholm, ^^ 
instruction of teachers. More than 100 teachers were present and 
very commendable spirit manifested. There has been the usual numt^ 
of applicants for license. A large number of rejections has been foo: 
necessary. The numerous inviting fields opening to enterprising youi 
men, and the call for teachers in the Southern States is diminishing t '^^ 
number of the better class whose places must be filled by young a '^^ 
often improperly qualified persons. Many of this latter class gi "^ 
promise of future excellence. The great majority of teachers atte^ ^* 
school one or two terms a year. The earnestness with which they av ^^^ 
themselves of opportunities for becoming acquainted with better methc^ ^ 
of instruction and general improvement, the increased demand foC ^ 
higher grade of instructors and the better remuneration for their servi^:^^^ 
evince a general spirit of improvement; yet the employment of so \hir^^ 
a number of young teachers of limited attainments and who lack tl^* 
peculiar experience and practical knowledge of life necessary to "tl*^ 
highest success, operates unfavorably. All methods of instruction «'**^ 
beneficial so far as they can be generalized and referred ^o a corr^^* 
Bjrstem of education; and the most judicious are valueless in the hj^x*^^ 
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B nnskillful. All correct teaching is in keeping with the nature, 
n and growth of man's faculties. Education consists essentially 
i ability to use one's powers and not in the false idea of acquisition. 
3 truths seem not to be generally understood. Instruction consists 
nuch of school book question and answer and without a higher 
re and larger experience the highest claims of education cannot 

Gt 

word to teachers and I have done. Never did you view your field 
bor from such a standpoint. Old ideas and customs have been 
t away. The triumph of our arms is the triumph of our free insti- 
Q8, of which the public schools arc the basis. No sooner had the 
n flag been planted on Ililton Head than a demand was made upon 
ranks, and noble hearts responded, armed not with the weapons of 
but with the implements for the destruction of ignorance and vice, 
geographies will no longer designate Mason and Dixon's line, but 
point out " Grant's march to Richmond." Minor localities have 
ne historic. A Thermopylae and Marathon live, though Greece has 
cd away, so will Vicksburgh and Pittsburgh Landing and many 

places whose names are written in blood, live in history. Our 
tture.is assuming a new and higher character; and you are to be 
xpounders. Demands upon you are constantly multiplying and 
»ugh it cannot be expected that all the schools can be filled with 
Tul teachers, yet the people have the right to demand that the lack 
ilture and experience shall be made up in zeal and endeavor for im- 
eraent. There are existing evils to correct and obstacles to over- 
5. Already your numbers are diminished. Extravagance character- 

the times. Amid the jostling of opinions and the revolution of 
3iple8, the morals of society are endangered. Making the best use 
n the means at your command, with a love for your work, and an 
usiasm in its prosecution, your labor will be justly appreciated and 
irded ; and under Providence our nation may become as distinguished 
virtue and intelligence as it is for patriotism and valor. 

BARNEY WHITNEY, 

School Commissioner. 



SARATOGA COUNTY— First Distmct. 

. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

V — In addition to the Abstract of Trustees' Reports already forwarded 
>u, I respectfully submit the following brief report: 

discharging my duty, visiting schools, making the acquaintance of 
tees and parents, learning the condition of the schools in the respec- 

towns in this Assembly district, 1 am happy to report that the 
^ntages of education are appreciated. Many in the most straitened 
^nistances say, " that if they can do no more for their children they 

send them to school" 
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In many localities, however, where the desire to have their cliil^Kdren 
advance is apparent, there is a great misapprehension by parent ^3 of 
what the district school should do to accomplish that object. The wrmost 
of the districts are too small, too few scholars in attendance. Y'^m 
before this they have divided and subdivided, till now many of the scbkoofe 
are reduced to eight or ten scholars, winter and summer. Parents 
oppose consolidating districts, on account of distance from school. E^ery 
man, apparently, wants a public school at his own door. They forget 
that steel sharpens steel ; that by comparison and emulation students 
become bright. Small schools are generally deficient, Lfcleis, mere 
apologies; neglected and dwindling, they are kept in existence only 
long enough each year to draw the public money. There is no want of 
intelligence or aptness on the part of the children, but simply their nam- 
ber is small, the district so feeble that they are obliged to employ "cheap 
teachers," or if, as in some instances, competent and experienced teac^^- 
ers are employed, who strive to labor, from the small number lit^'fcle 
emulation can be awakened; the school day appears long, time pas^^s 
laggard ly with both teacher and scholar, like the operative who tafe^s 
no interest in his work; the hours are long, and he is rejoiced when "fcle 
sun is down that he may receive his wages, little caring whether he hi as 
given an equivalent. In almost every town in this county there are t^^o 
or three small districts that should be in one. The expense of buildii^g 
houses and keeping them in repair; add to this what is given to a "che^P 
person " for staying in the school house six hours each day, and ^^ouhsi-^® 
a large sum to keep these dwarf schools of eight or nine scholars '^ 
being. Consolidate, and not only this large expense would be sav^od, 
but the one employee would be a '*live teacher." The schools, tb^n, 
would be large enough, and we would see a worthy emulation an<5 * 
meritorious rivalry among the scholars. Then parents, and all v^^^ 
visited the school, would have ocular demonstration of a true proposi- 
iion, that to lessen the number of districts would greatly add to the offi' 
xrlency and success of the schools. 

School Districts. — The number under my supervision is 101; sct»<^^^ 
houses, 103. Of these 77 are frame, 24 brick, two stone. The nuDat>eT 
of children of school age 8,358; the number that have attended school, 
6,458; average daily attendance, 2257.532; whole number of days atte»^" 
ance at school, 379,696. The number of teachers employed was 195 ; ^^ 
these, 36 were males, 158 females; all were licensed by local officers, ^^' 
cept five by State Superintendent, and three Normal School graduates. Th^ 
most of these teachers are industrious, and show that they take an inte- 
rest in their work. Males receive from $20 to $40 per month. There is 
a great surplus of female teachers, and trustees of some districts ba'^^ 
eight or ten applicants to select from. The competition keeps the wages 
low, from $2 to $5 per week. 
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Expenses — The receipts for the past year are as follows: 

Amount on hand October 1, 1865 $757 37 

Amount received f^om the State • 8,961 74 

Amount raised by tax 5,160 74 

Amount raised by rate-bill 5^482 58 

Amount received from all other sources 769 39 

Total $21,311 82 

Payments as follows: 

For teachers' wages $17^216 78 

For libraries 179 35 

For apparatus 3 57 

For schuol house sites, fences, repairs, etc 1,239 55 

For other expenses 2^685 85 

In hands of supervisor March, 1865 2 73 

Amount on hand October 1^ 1865 165 59 

Total $21,311 82 



3 



Rate-Bill — In most places, is no detriment to the school, on the prin- 
ciple that what costs something we value. My observation is, that 
where the rate-bill is the largest there are found the best teachers, the 
longest term, the most regular attendance, the best school. The effect 
of the rate-bill is to keep the attention of the public drawn to the schools, 
the kind of teachers employed, and economy in the expenditure of money. 
Besides, it may not be right for a man worth $5,000, with no children, 
to be called on to pay his neighbor's school bill who is worth five times 
as much ($25,000). If there is any place where the school should be 
supported wholly at public expense it is in large villages, where the 
largest number who send to the district schools are in indigent circum- 
stances. Where the schools are free, there should be some legislation 
compelling attendance. 

In my school experience I have not heard the expression of any feel- 
^^g in relation to rate-bills. Some, not well off, apparently take pride 
*o tell you that they " have sent all their children to school, and paid 
their school bill." We think the present rate-bill system good, and 
should be continued. 

Libraries and Apparatus. — If the district library was at any time bene- 

"cent its day of usefulness has passed. Newspapers, periodicals and 

^he family library are preferred. Many t^pstees omit to report; others, 

knowing the defaced, soiled, torn condition of the books, do not take 

the trouble to count the number of volumes, and report " that the library 

Consists of so many bushels of books." While in every school room we 

™d a black-board, few have a globe or any other apparatus. Uniting 

'^ith a number of Commissioners, we would say, that in our judgment 

the money now given to libraries would be better appropriated if given 

for apparatus to illustrate the studies of the school room. 

Academies. — The academies at Stillwater, Mechanicsville, Middletown, 
Jonesville and the Female Seminary at Ballston, are incorporated, and 
the reports to the Board of Regents of their condition contain fuller in- 
«>rmatiou than I possess. Rev. James Gilmore's school, Ballston Spa, 
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Rev. II. W. Biilkclcy's school for boys, two miles south of the vill ^g-^ 
and Rev. I. Crocker's school at Charlton, are good schools, where \>ors 
are fitted for college and business. 

On invitation, I attended the examination of Miss Clement's sohooJ, 
Clifton Park, and was much pleased with it. The training had been 
thorough. A number of the young ladies applied for certificates, and 
passed an examination creditable alike to themselves and their instructor. 

Jonesville Academy, the one selected by the Regents for the Teachers' 
class, is a stable and prosperous institution. It was founded by the 
Hon. Roscius K. Kennedy, who is now sole trustee and a munificent 
patron. For nearly twenty years it was under the efficient administra- 
tion of Prof. Hiram A. Wilson. As principal and instructor he was 
equaled by few and surpassed by none in this part of the State. A 
Dumber of young men annually enter the advanced class at college from 
this academy; and many young ladies, claiming this as their Alma 
Mater, are now efficient teachers in this district. The present principal, 
Rev. T. E. King, is a gentleman of large experience in the New England 
States, and deservedly popular. They report 201 students — nine in 
teacher's class; library, apparatus, lot, &c., valued at $10,462; admitting 
pupils of any grade. 

These five incorporated academies, and three large select schools, all 
included in a circuit of ten or twelve miles, have the eflfect to materially 
lessen the attendance of the district schools in the vicinity. Public sen- 
timent may be wrong in sustaining eight, where graded schools and one 
academy would be sufficient for the higher mathematics and the lan- 
guages. There is scarcely a school district but that three or four are 
sent abroad to one or other of these boarding schools, at an expense of 
$200 or $300 per annum for board and tuition; while one-half the amount, 
and the public money, would secure the services of a Normal graduate, 
or some other competent instructor, in their own district school. Thus 
removed from temptation, under the parent's eye, the boy would be safe 
and his progress apparent. The district schools, thus encouraged by 
the attendance of all the children of the neighborhood, and directed by 
efficient and well-paid instructors, would do honor to themselves 
credit to the towns in whicjf they were located. Apparently some 
rents do not send, for fear their pure offering will associate with "the 
young America" that attend the district school. These aristocriits looK 
upon the teacher as a plebeian, whom they will not condescend to patro- 
nize or support, however well qualified. Others seem to value more the 
same instruction, if obtained within the walls of an academy; while the 
fact is, that it makes no difference where their children get an educatiofli 
at home or abroad, if they only have it. 

While many are exclusive and do not patronize the district school, i* 
gives me pleasure to report that this is not the case with all. Some of 
the best families in every town send to the district school. No pains a^^ 
spared to secure the best teachers. These schools are well drilled^ ^^ 
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libit a proficiency in the branches taught, equaled by few and sur- 
38ed by no select school in my district. Four or five Normal gradu- 
is are now engaged in these schools, who, by their aptness and sys- 
n, are giving entire satisfaction, and doing honor to themselves and 
;dit to their Alma Mater. 

The Teachers' iNSTrruTE for this county was held at Waverly Hall, 
listen Spa, commencing October 2, and continuing two weeks. The 
jather was pleasant. One hundred and forty teachers attended. We 
d a moat profitable and agreeable session. We were fortunate in 
curing the services of Prof. E. A. Wheeler, of New London Academy^ 
principal instructor. He is a retiring, unassuming gentleman, and a 
ictical, energetic teacher. When before the class, with little apparent 
3rt, he had each one's fixed, undivided attention, and in a clear, sys- 
oatic manner, moved on step by step with the studies, accomplishing 
re than is usual in a session of twelve days. Miss H. B. Trembly 
i others gave instructions on the Theory and Practice of object teach- 
;; Mr. Henry Wilcox, jr., in Calisthenics. Evening exercises were 
ied by the query box, select reading, debate, lectures, and music, 
'ramp, tramp, tramp, the boys are marching, cheer up," &c., by Miss 
3ston and teachers, with the Glee Club. Lectures were delivered by 
N. Barringer, of Troy, Rev. H. T. Pursons, of Waterford, Prof. Fol- 
a, of Albany, Rev. James Gilmore, of Ballston Spa, subject, "School 
vernmentj" and Rev. R. Meredith, of Galway, subject, "Popular 
acation." 

L'he Institute not being held in this place before since 1860, the in- 
stants welcomed, with open doors and marked attention, the teachers 
the county; parents and patrons from the vicinity around came in, 
I the interest increased daily. 

The evening after it was known that the Superintendent of Public 
truction was with us. every part of the large hall was filled by an 
)roving audience. All were pleased, and left favorably impressed in 
talf of these annual gatherings of teachers. 

Jrgent Wants. — More regular attendance; extended uniformity of 
t-books; a law making it the duty of the Department (or some other 
ipetent authority) to say what books shall be used in the public 
ools; a higher standard of qualification for teachers. Commissioners 
> will say No, however urgently importuned by friends asking certi- 
tes for those known to be incompetent; conscientious men who con- 
ir nothing in their power too great a sacrifice for the good of the 
ools, laboring assiduously to create a public sentiment favorable to 
igh code of morals and intellectual culture; visiting weak districts, 
^ encouraging trustees and patrons to cordially acquiesce and con- 
t to consolidate their district with another, to the end that they could 
ploy thorough teachers, and do more effectually their part in the great 
ool system of the State, that gives to all the means of acquiring a 
^ful and practical education. 



300 TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

Detail of Labor. — With unanimous consent I have formed one new 
district; have changed the boundaries of others; received several appli- 
cations to consolidate small districts. There is opposition, and action 
on these applications has been delayed that the propriety and benefits 
of such consolidation may be more fully appreciated and acquiesced in 
by those immediately interested. I have made appointments and met 
teachers the last of April, in their respective towns, for examination; 
have granted 160 certificates — a few received first grade, the most sec- 
ond grade — was compelled to refuse several, to raise the standard and 
make them study before presenting themselves. I endeavored to have 
the impression go out that we are strict, uniform and impartial; that 
none need apply who were not well posted. Punctually fulfilling every 
appointment with teachers, visiting schools, making abstracts of trus- 
tees' reports, apportioning public ihoney, distributing blanks and reports 
and registers, attending Teachers' Institutes, and other duties connected 
with the office, has occupied the most of my time the past year. 

There is much more work than we first expected; but while in the 
position, it shall be my endeavor, as far as in my power, to have the 
teachers realize the responsibility of their calling, and s^e that the State 
has some adequate return for the large amount annually given for their 
support. The amount expended for school purposes in these nine towns 
alone, the last year, was $21,311.52. Notwithstanding this large sum, 
and the heavy tax incident to the war, we have not heard the first word 
for retrenchment as it regards school expenses, and it is a source of con- 
gratulation to know that public sentiment is magnanimous and elevated 
in this direction. As the dome of a majestic structure remains erect 
only with a sure foundation, so the people regard onr Government erect 
and permanent only when the foundation is sure, the schools supported, 
the masses educated. THOS. McKINDLEY, 

West Charlton, Dec, 28, 1865. School Commissioner. 



SARATOGA COUNTY— Seco^ District. 

School Commissioner's Office, 1 
Saratoga Springs, Jan. 5, 1866.) 

Hon. V. M. Rice, SupL of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — In compliance with the requirements of your Department, 
I herewith respectfully submit the following Report: 

Financial. — The financial statistics of this district, as abstracted fro^^ 
the reports of trustees, are as follows: 

Amount on hand October 1st, 1864 $778 8J 

** of public money apportioned to districts 10,378 74 

of proceeds of gospel and school lands 7 w 

raised by tax 8,493 48 

raised by rate-bill 4,687 Jj 

from all other sources , 3,173 ^^ 

Total receipts $27,519 '^^ 
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The expenditures of the above amount have been as follows : 

For teachers' wages $22^506 47 

For libraries « 171 64 

For scbool apparatus 7 62 

For sehool bouses, sites, repairs, furniture, ko 1 ,057 73 

For fael, building fires and incidental expenses 2,931 31 

imoant forfeited in the bands of supervisors 2 18 

" remaining on hand October 1st, 1865 842 91 

Total payments $27,519 76 

The above receipts and payments exceed those of the previous year 
y $7,623.75. This increased difference is partly accounted for from the 
let that the board of teachers who boarded ** around" was estimated, 
8 will be seen in the receipts, to be $3,173.51 ; which "sum was fur- 
ished, though not in money, yet by voluntary contribution in accord- 
oce with custom," and is included in the payment " for teachers' wages." 
urlhermore there were paid to teachers $3,744.69 more than were paid 
lem the year previous. 

Library Money. — It is evident that there should be a different disposi- 
OD of the library money than there is made of it in most districts ; in 
I districts it was applied to the payment of teachers* wages. It would 
Jem that if it were occasionally used in purchasing apparatus, which 
Jhools are in so much need of, more good thereby would be realized; 
ad it should be compulsory, for whatever purposes it is intended, that 
le hbrary money should be used. 

Statistics and Condition of Schools. — For greater facility of reference, 
le following table has been prepared, which will exhibit the condition 

the school houses, the kind and quantity of apparatus, and the most 
iportant statistics of the schools in the respective towns in this district, 
great destitution of the most needful apparatus, and the simplest kind 

furniture, prevails in many of the rural districts. The 67 astronomi- 
^ charts, which some one persevered in imposing upon most districts, 
^S upon the wall of the school room unused. 
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EXT -Books. — The multiplicity of toxt-books is a great detriment to 
interest and cflSciency of many schools. No expedient occurs to me 
resent by which it can be removed, except that the selection of text- 
1^8 be intrusted to one person or a committee. It is an evil that I 

2 will soon be remedied. I found in 105 schools 212 classes, which 
id have been dispensed with, had there been a uniformity of books. 
re is also much time and labor lost by the use of books that are not 
pted to the capacity of the scholar. The principal text-books are 

ie8% Thomson's and Adams' Arithmetics ; Sanders' and Parker & 
tson's Readers ; Smith's, Brown's, Clark's and Bullions' Grammars; 
iteith & McNally's, Colton & Fitch's, Smith's and Cornell's Geo- 
phies, and Town's Speller. 

EACHERS. — Trustees have been obliged to yield to the demand of 
ibers for higher wages ; and the slight rise of their wages has 
?ady induced some old teachers to return to their profession, who had 
continued teaching several years since on account of the small com- 
sation for their services. The greatest obstacle with which I have 
, in maintaining a higher standard. of qualification for teaching, is the 
land of trustees for teachers that will teach for the lowest wages ; 
s obtaining and keeping in employment teachers of the lowest grade 
lualifications, to the exclusion of a more competent class of teachers 

3 would not teach for the same wages. In justice, however, to a 
nber of districts, I am pleased to record the fact that they employ 
cliers of the highest order of qualifications, deeming their wages a 
3ndary consideration; and much oftener now than last year is the in- 
fy made for better qualified teachers, and expressing a willingness 
How such a fair compensation for their services. A greater interest 

manifested on the part of the inhabitants, during the last school 
\ to sustain better schools; and during the last summer term it was 
>iiraging to find schools in a more prosperous condition than the 
'ious summer term. 

Uring tfie last school year, I licensed 211 teachers ; 9 of whom ro- 
od certificates of the first grade, 113 the second grade, and 89 the 
i grade. Those to whom I granted the third grade had no experience 
-aching. 

^as pleased to observe, during the past year, a marked improve- 
t in teachers in conducting recitations; and they have invariably 
^ced a greater earnestness to become better informed of the most 
roved methods of teaching. 

ORMAL Graduates. — There is but one Normal graduate teaching in 
district. Though we send annually pupils to the Normal school, 
they seldom return to us to teach. It is presumed, however, that 
y are letting their light shine somewhere else The number of Nor- 
^ teachers is exceedingly inadequate to the demand for them, and 
1 continue to be, until the State provides for a much greater number 
formal schools. 
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I have endeavored to procure applicants for the appointment to the 
Oswego Normal and Training School; but have not yet, I regret to ^av, 
succeerled. It is hoped that the " Object System ^ of teaching- , as 
adopted in the schools of Oswego, will soon become better under* tood 
and appreciated. 

Teachers' Institute. — We had a very interesting and profitable session 
of the Teachers' Institute, held in October last, in the village of Balls too 
Spa. Both districts united in holding it, and the particulars of whicli 
will be given in the report of my colleague. 

School Commissioner. — My time for the past year, as for the year pre- 
vious, has been given exclusively to the performance of the duties of my 
office. The most onerous of these is the traveling over a large territory, 
,over many rough roads, through sunshine and storm, to visit the many 
schools of this district. I intend to visit each school at least twi^^e 
during the year, but sometimes fail to visit a few more than once, f^^^ 
the reason that such schools are not in session on the day I call ; or *® 
it was in a number of cases, that school having commenced early in t/i^ 
fall or spring, had closed for the season before I reached it. 

During the year, I made 207 official visits; formed one new distri^*'' 
heard many applications for alterations of districts; re-numbered 10; '■"^" 
bounded some and changed the boundaries of others ; answered appe^ - ^' 
letters and inquiries of trustees and teachers, which occupied nearly ^' 
of my time when at ray office ; and to perform these and other office ^^ 
labors, has required me to travel over 1,400 miles. What I have Ib.^^'® 
named is only part of the work performed ; but I forbear to specify f ^^^ 
ther^ as the Department is well informed of other duties discharged fcTfa^* 
belong to this office. 

In conclusion, I would express my grateful acknowledgments for **^ 
encouragement and kind words that 1 have uniformly received from "t*^ 
Superintendent of Public Instruction and his Department. 

Very respectfully yours, 

HENRY WILCOX", Jr., 

School Commission^^^' 



CITY OF SCHENECTADY. 

Hon. Victor M. Rice, Superintendent of PMic Instruction: 

Sir — In accordance with your request, I would respectfully subiB^ 
the following Report concerning the public schools of Schenectady : 

The present school system was established by special act of the Leg'W- 
lature, passed April 9, 1854, and the schools were opened Oct. 15, iSdb- 

To understand fully the present condition of educational affairs in tbw 
city, it may be proper to recur to the original design and plan oi *"^ 
founders of the system, and to review briefly the previous condition or 
the schools. This object, I can in no way accomplish better than ^7 
quoting from the address of Hon. Alonzo C. Paige, (one of the OomnaJ^' I [i 
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ners named in the law) delivered at the inauguration of the schools 
Ibe date above mentioned. 

3e says: " The schools which we have heretofore had, fell far short of 
eting the educational wants of the city; so far, indeed, that we were 
ily admonished, either to remedy the defects of the system upon which 
^y were conducted, or to seek for, and adopt another, of an altogether 
Eerent character. 

^'Previous to 1816, the Common School system as now established m 
r country towns, prevailed in this city. In that year, the Lancaster 
bool Society was incorporated; and from that time until 1854, the 
astees of that Society had the management of our schools. For about 
irteen or fifteen years after the incorporation of that Society, the 
item of Joseph Lancaster, or that of mutual or monitorial instruction, 
itinued to be pursued. This system enabled the teacher to manage 
1 teach a greater number of children than had previously been 
empted. Its original object was to procure a cheap means of instruc- 
1 for the poorer classes. One large school was, for fifteen years, suc- 
sfully conducted and taught upon this plan; but afterwards it failed 
EQeet the expectations of the citizens. The monitorial system was 
a abandoned, and the Trustees of the Lancaster School Society re- 
'oduced the old system; which continued to prevail until the passage 
^he Act of 1854. This Act commits the entire supervision and man- 
tiQient of the Common Schools to a Board of Education of eight"*" 
nbers. This Board are clothed with ample powers to effectuate the 
e and noble intent of the act, viz: to provide schools, accessible alike 
he children of the poor and of the rich; and where, without charge 
tuition, equal advantages are accorded for obtaining a knowledge, 

only of the elementary and higher branches of an English education, 

also of the classics. Under the provisions of the act, the Board 

pt rules for the government of the schools; for the reception of the 

►ils; and for their transfer from one grade to another. They determine 

system of instruction, and what text-books are to be used; and they 
^e power to establish an academical department, and to regulate the 
asfer of scholars from the English to the academical department. 
' By the act, the Board were specially authorized to purchase the 
^st College property for the use of the Common Schools, and to enter 
o a contract with the Trustees of Union College for the joint man age- 
nt of the academical department, and for the admission of the pupils 
that department as members of the several classes of Union College. 
3 first act of the Board, after taking the oath of office, was to negotiate 

the purchase of the West College property. The Board were con- 
ced that upon the purchase of this property rested our only hope of 
early establishment of a graded school, as they despaired of obtain- 

* Now ten, by the erection of an ftdditional ward in the city. 

LAssem. No. 90.] 20 
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ing the immediate consent of our citizens to the large expense of a n^^ ^q^- 
building for this purpose. The Trustees of Union College, aware t^^ ^ 
this condition of things, and deeply sympathising with the member6^^^3 r, 
the Board in their desire to elevate the character of our schools, aut^^— ^bo. 
^*ized the resident Trustees to sell the West College property to the ^-— ^ i 
for the inadequate sum of $6,000; upon condition that the same be f^^ 

ever appropriated to the use of the Common Schools of the city, an- ^ ^r 
an academical department to be established therein. The price f^j, 
which this property was offered to the Board was so disproportionessr <f i^ 
its actual value to us for school purposes, that the sale may be de^jQet/ 
as in part a benefaction to the city. On this occasion, it therefore ^ 
comes us to acknowledge our great obligations to that institution for its 
liberality; a liberality which has enabled us at so early a day to opeji a 
graded school, under auspices eminently favorable to its success, and 
full of rich promise of future good. 

"The cost of the West College building and its original site was 
$53,579. Since this expenditure, fifty-seven feet have been added to tJi^^ 
depth of the lot; the whole now being in depth on College street thxr«^ 
hundred and fifty-seven feet, and in '▼idth in the rear two hundred m^ ^^ 
twenty-four feet, and the same width in front, including the width of 't^:^^ 
canal. This property, including the Geological Hall, formerly the L^^^" 
caster School House, Union College has conveyed to the city. 

''A good school is a great result. It should be struggled for, 
prayed for. It stamps its impress upon the rising generation; and 
fruits are cultivated minds, improved morals, and refined manners, 
text-books and daily teachings implant in the soul of the youthful scIk 
the principles of our holy religion, which in after years influence his ' 
and character. The future of the man depends upon the early train' 
of the child. If the seeds of vice are planted in childhood, they 
take root, and yield in manhood an abundant harvest of evil and wic. 
deeds. If the child is not subjected to an early mental and moral tr 
ing in the nursery and school-room, and taught to respect the autho 
and superior wisdom of parents and teachers; if the seeds of virtue 
not early sown and assiduously, cultivated, and evil impulses notes 
and promptly suppressed, the results in manhood will be, profli( 
habits, intemperance, peculation, fraud, violence and bloodshed. N 
Icon said of France that she wanted good mothers. We want both 
mothers and good teachers. To the former belongs the responsib- "^Jj^y 
during the years of infancy; to both, the responsibility during the y '^^^^ 
of childhood and ycuth. The parents must co-operate with the teacirs^er, 
The authority of the latter must be sustained, and he must not b^^ ^ 
readily condemned; for he has trials calculated not only to exhau*- ^^^^ 
patience and disturb his temper, but which require all the aid whi^ <5ii * 
conscientious parent can give. 

'* It is our ponfident expectation that the result of our labors wi-1^ ^ 
a graded school of the highest degree of excellence. One of its gre^^* 
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^cotnmendationiir ivill be, its accessibility to every child among its. In 
will be seen the children of the poor and of the rich sitting side by 
ide, and contending upon equal terms for the honors of scholarship and 
ood conduct. The path will now be open to all, for the attainment not 
lerely of the best possible English and Cfaaaical education, but of high 
loral advancement and intellectual refinement. 

** The Board of Education have labored earnestly and perseveringly 
3 accomplish these blessed results. They are cheered by the success 
rith w^hich their efforts are apparently about to be crowned; and they 
o^* bespeak in aid of these efforts, the hearty co-operation of their 
^How-citizens." 

For ten years this system of schools has been in operation, through 
•ood report, and perhaps to some extent through evil report; but, I am 
confident, more than fulfilling the expectations of its founders. What- 
ever of opposition may have existed has completely died out, and there 
8 no matter of public interest in which the citizens of Schenectady are 
nore united than in sustaining their free schools, or their "Union School*' 
is it is commonly designated; wtile for no object do they more cheer- 
'ylly defray the necessary expenses. 

In the choice of members of the Board of Education, partisan feelings 
aave usually been laid aside, the aim being to secure " the right man for 
the right place.'' The result has been that those elected have discharged 
their duties with the utmost fidelity; and whatever prosperity the schools 
have enjoyed has been due, in great part, to their well-directed efforts. 

The entire " West College building," previously alluded to, haff been 
fitted up and arranged for school purposes. It contains ten school 
rooms, besides recitation rooms, and will accommodate T40'pupil8. The 
"Geological Hall," with two rooms, will seat 180; and a brick building 
erected by the Board in 1859, with four rooms, will seat 280, making 16 
school rooms, with accommodations for 1,200 pupils. There is also a 
primary school in another part of the city, with two departments ; a sepa- 
rate school for colored children, and a small school somewhat remote 
from the compact part of the city, so that altogether there are accommo- 
dations for about 1,400 children. 

The school furniture is of the most approved construction. Each room 
8 fully supplied with black-boards, and, to some extent, with maps, 
charts and other apparatus. The Board have recently made appropria- 
tions to increase the apparatus; and it is their design not only to keep 
.be buildings and apparatus in good repair, but also to make such im- 
:>rovements as a due regard for progress in educational matters may 
lemand. 

The school library now numbers nearly 3,000 volumes, and is open to 
the public every Saturday. The books are taken out and read to some 
extent, though not so much as would be desirable. Too many of our 
youth find more pleasure in reading ** light literature" than in the stand-> 
sard works of the best authors. 
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It was the life-long desire of the late Dr. Nott, who for 8ixty-'*>'^^o 
years was President of Union College, to promote public educatio:«rm in 
this city; and he had it in contemplation to establish in the "West d7oI- 
lege" building an "Institute of Science." It was thought, howe^^s^^r, 
that an Academic Department, in connection with a system of pulb>l ic 
schools, might be more useful than the institution originally proper ^<i; 
and in accordance with the provisions of the law already stated, ^l^e 
" Classical Department" was established by the concurrent action of 'frte 
Trustees of the College and the Board of Education, and admitted to ~tbe 
visitation of the Regents as an academy. The principal is appoirx'ted 
by the concurrence of the two bodies. His salary is paid by the TTms- 
tees of the College from the proceeds of the " Nott Trust Fund." 

This department occupies one of the main rooms in the West College 
building, with suitable recitation rooms. There are two gradu&'tiri^ 
courses of study, the English and the Classical. Young men who com- 
plete the latter course, and receive the diploma of the school, are admif^ 
ted to Union College without further examination ; and if residents of 
the city are, on certain conditions, entitled to free tuition during th^i* 
entire college course. The English graduating course embraces fcl3^ 
higher English studies usually pursued in our best high schools at 
academies. This Department is in charge of Prof. Henry Whitehori 
A. M., a graduate of Oxford, England. 

The remainder of the school is divided into Primary, Intermedia 
Junior and Higher English grades, each containing from two to f(^ 
classes, representing different degrees of attainment. These grad< 
with the exception of the last mentioned, are sub-divided into sevei 
departments, according to the number of pupils, each department oc( 
pying a room by itself, and being in effect a separate school, with o- 
teacher, and from 50 to 80 pupils. The Higher English Department 
one principal and two assistant teachers, and about 130 pupils. 

In the primary departments the subjects of study arc reading a 
spelling, and in the more advanced classes, elementary arithmetic a« 
geography. Beginners are taught to read from the charts and the blai 
boards, chiefly by the word method. No books are used until they 
read with a considerable degree of facility. Oral instruction is aT 
given to a considerable extent, and upon various subjects. 

In this and in all the grades of the school special attention is given*- *^ 
the moral training of the children; and it is our aim to inculcate th ^:^^^ 
principles that will tend to make them good citizens and useful meml^^^* 
of society. 

In the intermediate departments the same general studies are pursi:*^"/ 
with the addition of written arithmetic and penmanship; the text-bo^^^^ 
and instruction being adapted to the increased age and attainments^ ^' 
the pupils. The same remarks will, in substance, apply to the jaKi^<^^ 
departments. In the higher English department, so-called, the cani^ 
of study is designed to give a thorough preparation for the academ/a 
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artment, accordiDg to the inatrDctioDB of the RegeaUt of the Uni- 
sity. Examinations are held and promotiona made twice in a yoat. 
iTith the exception of the principal of the Classical Department, the 
fliers emplojed in our scbools are all females. The salaries ran^ 
n $250 to HM per annum. 
n conclusion, I would say that we have made some progress doring^ 

jiast year. The attendance of our pupils has generally heen regu- 
1 cases of truancy and tardiness have been rare; a good degree of 
sipline has been maintained, for the most part, by appealing to the 
t^T nature of tho pupils; the teachers have labored earnestly and 

hfully; the Board of Education hare carefully guarded the interests 

lie school, while the public have co-operated with and sustained those 
"^whom has been committed the care of educating the youth of our 
rk munity. And while we rejoice at any indications of success iu this 
• 1o work, we are by no means satisfied with what has been accom- 
*lied, but shall hope, by the blessing of Providence, to attain yet 

her and nobler results. 

With respect I remain, your obedient servant, 

EDWIN A. CHAELTON. 
Y., F^rwiryS, 1866. 



SCHENECTADY COUNTY— Bubal Dibtbiot. 

Bbamans' CoRNERe, N. T., Deo. 1, 1865. 
». V. M. Rice, Stiperinlendenl of Public Instruction: 
Agreeable to your request I respectfully submit the following report: 
I'here are 56 school districts in the county of Schenectady, 53-of which 
Ve employed properly qualified teachers during the year. The trustees 
iort 3,501 children of school age, 2,344 of which have attended school 
ving the year. Comparing this with the report of 1864, shows a loss 
306 children of school age, with an increase of nine in attendance at 
nool. 

The following shows the number of pupils in each of the towns, with 
tendance, &c.: 
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The above, when compared with the attendance of last year, show 
large increase. 

From the trustees' reports we have the following receipts and exp 
ditores: 
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' Several of our schools have been in operation less than twenty-eig^ lit 
weeks; owing to the fact that many of our trustees were not aware Hm.^^ 
the law had been altered. 

Rate-bills, in my opinion, do not materially affect the attendance. O ^■^^ 
schools which pay the highest rate-bill have the smallest attendanC^^* 
The want of interest in the inhabitants, and of thorough and live tea<^ 
ers in our schools, affects the attendance more than anything else. 

School Houses. — There has been no alteration in our school hous 
for the better, and I report the same as last year, viz: 14 very good, 
that are wretched enough, and 14 that do not deserve the name of ev 
school houses. Nearly all of them are illy constructed, and innocent 
any thing» like comfort! Their values have been very correctly estimates^ 
Ventilation for the most part is extremely simple — ^far more so th 
pleasant — wholesome draughts of life-giving air are bountifully suppli 
from all sides by friendly crevices. 

Furniture. — A moment would suflBce to take an inventory of t 
whole.. A broom, water-pail, tin cup and chair, generally infirm fr 
^ge, constitute the sum total, although I have known the extravagant 
of a district run so high as to have even tivo chairs in a school room. 

School Grounds. — With four or five exceptions we have none, exc^^ 
just enough to lay the foundation for the building. 

Urgent Wants. — Good teachers and school houses, and a stirring 
of the inhabitants to a discharge of their duty. 

Private Schools. — There is one, attended by 26 scholars. 

School District Libraries are generally in a bad condition, and 
little used. Some districts have no librarian; in others, the librae ^ ^* 
are kept in the school room, the teacher acting as librarian. I beli^^"^^ 
that the number of volumes are yearly decreasing. Many of the b> 
books have been taken from our libraries and converted to the us^ 
persona who have neither respect for themselves nor the eighth o<^^^ 
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nvLYkdment. NewspaperB and periodicals are extensively circulated, and 
found in nearly every family. 
rFBXf^BooKs have not been changed, and I report the same as last year, 
z Brown's, Bullion's and Smith's grammars; Golton & Fitch's, Moit* 
-teith's and Smith's geographies; Sanders', Parker's and Watson's read* 
ei*s ; Town's speller, and Robinson's, Adams', Smith's, Root's and Da^ 
'bolPs arithmetics. 

Teacrebs. — ^The number of teachers employed during the year was 97, 
6T of whom were female, and 80 males. 

■^^e have reason to hope for good results, for never before was our 
county 80 well supplied with energetic and faithful teachers. The 
^^a^es of teachers are becoming more uniform; since 1863 they have 
advnetnced from 50 to t5 per cent 

Tub Teachers' iNSTrruTB was held at Schenectady, commencing on the 
20th of November and continuing twelve days. It was on ali sides con^ 
siiieTed to be the most successful and profitable Institute ever held in 
the county. Hon. V. M. Rice was with us several days, and encour- 
ag^ed us by his presence and kind words. The Rev. J. W. Armstrong, 
of ^^atertown, gave instructions in grammar, geography, anatomy and 
physiology. Dr. J. Gruikshank, of Albany, conducted the exercises in 
ititellectual and written arithmetic, writing and primary teaching. Prof, 
^o^irnsend, of Rochester, had charge of the class in civil government. 
^o MiBs H. L. D. Potter, of Albany, was assigned the department of 
elocution. 

School Commissioners. — My time is employed as follows: visiting 
schools, examining teachers, distributing blank reports, visiting trus- 
ses, assisting them to make out their reports and correcting them, ad- 
vising with teachers and trustees, and making such suggestions as may 
^^ nay opinion promote the prosperity of our common schools. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

NELSON T. VAN NATTA, 

School Commissioner, 



SCHOHARIE COUNTY— First District. 

MiDDLEBURGH, Oct, 1, 1865. 

^ ^he Hon, V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

^he undersigned is School Commissioner of the First District of Scho- 
^*^ie county, comprising the towns of Broome, Blenheim, Conesville, 
*^P^rance, Gilboa, Middleburgh, Schoharie and Wright In compliance 
^itVi your request I submit the following report: 

^he whole number of children between the ages of 5 and 21 years,' 
^^o attended school, is 4,908. The sum paid for common school pur- 
^^^«8 during the year ending September 30, 1865, is $15,547.99; and 
^^ sum of $150.45, for library purposes. The whole number of teachers 
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employed daring said year is 205, of whom 56 were males and 149 w^3re 
females. About one-half of them follow teaching as a permanent < 
ployment. Wages paid to male teachers yaries from $14 to |40 
month — ayerage daring the winter terms, aboat f22, and about ^11 
daring the sammer; and to females from $S to $20 per month — ayers^^e 
daring the winter terms $12, and aboat $9 daring the sammer, exc^lu-' 
sive of board. 

The school hoases are generally in a fair condition, and kept neat e^nd 
clean. About one-half have good sites, play-grounds and out-^bnttdiik^s, 
and are ventilated by lowering the upper sashes of the windows. A.11 
of them are warmed by stoves, and furnished with blackboards, watejr- 
pails, caps, brooms, chalk, &c.; about three-foarlbs with Webster's 
Unabridged Dictionary, maps of the United States and State of New 
York; about one-fourth with globes and maps of Schoharie county. Th&^ 
branches commonly taught are orthography, reading, geography, aritb^^ 
metic, history, grammar, algebra, analysis, astronomy, physiology, pem:^ 
manship, geometery, composition, definition of words, declamation acB- ^ 
vocal music. The tex^books generally in use are Sanders' Readers, fis'l^ 
series; Thomson's series of Arithmetics; Davies', Brown's Grammari 
Colbum's Intellectual Arithmetic, and Davie's Algebra. 

I examine my teachers in the branches laid down in tbe Code of Pul 
lie Instruction; and to give all who wish to teach common schools :^^ 
my district an opportunity for an examination, I hold examinations :^B^ 
each town generally twice a year, in the spring and fall, and am ^^^ 
home on Monday of each week, after giving due notice by publishir^^S 
the same in the newspapers of this county. I also examine and licena 
teachers at the Institute, and generally at all other times when teache 
call upon me for an examination, when I am not otherwise engaged. 

There is one academy in my district, pleasantly situated in the v 
lage of Schoharie, with about 60 students between the ages of ten ai 
twenty-five years. The building is commodious, with a good and su 
able library, and apparatus philosophical and chemical. 

There are 8 private or select schools in my district, with 117 pnp^ff'^ 
attending the same. There is one school for colored children, pleasanC::^ ^y 
situated in the valley of Schoharie, with about 80 colorqd pupils atter:»- ^' 
ing the same; the said colored school is supported by a tax on the tsB^ ^^ 
able inhabitants of said village. 

The people are generally in favor of the present rate-bill system. Tt^^ 
trustees generally exempt all indigent persons from the payment ^' 
teachers' wages, or some part thereof, so that all indigent children ha*^^ 
the privilege of attending school and becoming educated. 

I made 188 school visits when the schools were in session, and abo^^ 
SO when the schools were not in session, making in all 218. Aboo^ 
three-fourths of the schools are visited by the trustees and inhabitants 
of their districts. I have granted first grade certificates to about one- 
twentieth, and second grade certificates to about one-half of the re- 
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lier, and third grade to the balance. The trustees and inhabitants 
Mally visit their schools in company with me. 
bout one-fourth of the libraries are in a good condition, and read and 
smed; and one-fourth in an ordinary condition and not much read; 
one-half in a bad condition , and scarcely read or noticed by the trus- 
, librarian, or the inhabitants of their districts, 
le last Teachers* Institute held in and for my district was one of the 
est and most profitable Institutes ever held .in this county. About 
^fourths of the teachers attend the Institute and the Teachers' Asso- 
on. 

>out three-fourths of the teachers in my district have studied some 
il work, treating on the theory and practice of teaching. I find the 
hers most deficient in intellectual arithmetic, philosophy, composi* 
and penmanship; but I am happy to say that the teachers have 
e great improvement during the last year, and have taken great 
8 to better qualify themselves for the noble and responsible profes- 
of school teaching. Since the New School Registers have been fur- 
id, I find most of the rolls neatly and correctly kept, 
conclusion I would thank the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
those connected with the Department, for the aid and kindness 
h they have ever shown me, and hope that the people of this State 
^ully appreciate your valuable services and hard labor in perfecting 

OMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM. 

I am sir, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

BARTHOLOMEW BECKER, 

School Commissioner. 



SCHOHARIE COUNTY— Second District. 

V. M. Bice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

• — The undersigned, in compliance with the requirements of the 
.rtment of Public Instruction, respectfully submits the following: 
e second School Commissioner District of Schoharie county com- 
s the following eight towns, with their respective school districts: 
sle, containing nine districts; Cobleskill, nine; Fulton, 17; Jeffer- 
13; Richmondville, 12; Seward, 11; Sharon, 15; and Summit, 16; 
ng 102 school districts under my supervision. 
j?ANciAL. — The cost of sustaining these schools for the past year 
(21,414.73; of this amount, 87,069.44 was derived from the public 
ly, 65,687.31 was raised by rate-bills, and $8,667.98 was raised by 
ind from other sources. Of this sum, $19,161.27 was paid for 
lers' wages; $83.39 for libraries; $2.48 for school apparatus; $513.68 
chool houses, sites, out-houses and furniture; $1,615.43 for fuel and 
' incidental expenses; $37.26 remaining on hand October 1st, 1865; 
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and $1.22 forfeited, by being left in the hands of the BapervisorB cn tie 
first Tuesday of March, 1865. 

Some trustees do not expend all the public money for the support of 
the schools for the year for which it was apportioned; not knowing, or 
not caring, that the portion left in the hands of the supervisor on tbe 
first Tuesday of March of each year is taken away from them, and ap- 
portioned among other districts where they know how to use it. This 
is a practical illustration of the " parable of the talents.'' Last year, 
in the county, $79.20 was forfeited in this way. Of this sum, $14.69 
was lost in my district, instead of $1.22 as above stated. There ate 
some other discrepancies in the financial reports of trustees, to which 
I shall not allude. It is desirable that trustees should be more partica* 
lar, and avoid these mistakes in future. 

Statistical. — The number of weeks taught during the school year 
ending September 30, 1865, as reported by the trustees, Is 8,484; last 
year it was 3,230, showing an increase over last year of 244 weeks. 
The average time that the schools have been in session is 34 weeks, and 
the average number of pupils is 48; an increase of time of three weeks, 
and of pupils four in each school. These facts are truly encouraging. 
The whole number of pupils between the ages of five and twenty-one, 
reported, is 6,366; of which, 4.942, or about 77§ per cent, have attended 
school some part of the 3 ear. There has been an increase of attendance 
over last year of five and one-ninth per cent, which may be attributed 
to the steadily growing interest in the cause of common school educa- 
tion in this once ** sequestered region." The number of pupils in each 
town is as follows: Carlise, 672; of which, 566, or 84 and one-sixth per 
cent, attended some part of the year. Cobleskill, 806; of which, 580, 
or about 72 per cent, attended. Fulton, 1,179; of which, 875, or 74 and 
two-elevenths per cent, attended. Jefferson, 657; of which, 574, or 
87J per cent, attended. Richmcmdville, 843; attendance 701, or 83J per 
cent. Seward, 652; attendance 453, or about 72 and five-sixth per cent 
Sharon, 928; attendance 647, or 69§ per cent. Summit, 659; attend- 
ance 556, or 84J per cent. 

Attendance. — From the above statement, if the trustees' reports can 
be relied on, Jefferson ranks the highest and Sharon the lowest in the 
scale of attendance. As soon as the people fully understand the ne^ 
law authorizing a portion of public money to be apportioned upon the 
average attendance, it will have the desirable effect of increasing the 
average attendance of the pupils in our schools. Under the old method 
of apportionment, only about 50 per cent of the children of school age 
were in attendance during any part of the year; but now it will be 
observed that over 75 per cent are in attendance. This is a step in the 
right direction. 

The School Register, as prepared by the State Superintendent, has 
been received with favor by all; by teachers and trustees, and especially 
by the Commissioner, as a very great convenience, and possessing »»' 
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intageB verj beneficial. There are, comparatively, few who attend 
le district school after the age of 18; and many, I notice, send their 
lildren to school when they are only three or lour years old, to get 
lem out of the way; while others, more properly, wait until they are 
X or seven. Jndging from the registers, I think children, as a general 
ling, enter school at about five, and leave it at about 16 or 18 years 
'age. 

Among the many difficulties in the way of the improvement of out 
shools, irregularity of attendance is one of the most greivous. Parents 
'6 slow to believe that their work had better be left undone, than their 
lildren be kept from school. 

Rate- BILL. — I am more and more convinced that the present system of 
tying a balance of teachers' wages by rate-bill has a tendency to 
icrcase the attendance at school, by frightening many who seem to 
ink that every absent mark on the school register will exempt them 
om the payment of a certain sum of money; while, were these parsi- 
onius souls charged for every day, the detention of their children from 
hool would occur less frequently. It is true there are many parents 
bo consider themselves too poor to pay a rate-bill, and who are too 
oad to claim exemption, and, as a natural consequence, their children 
e allowed to grow up in ignorance, and thus become the innocent 
fferers. Again, I know many districts that are abundantly able to 
pport a good school for forty weeks in the year that have only twenty- 
^ht weeks— just long enough to use up the public money and to secure 
for another year. The fact is, as soon as it is ascertained that the 
blic money is expended, the children are withdrawn from school; and 
is is the reason why so many districts have school only just long 
ough to comply with the requirements of the statute; and I am per- 
aded this is why so many cheap teachers are employed by the trustees. 
iey are fearful of raising a hue and cry against even a moderate rate- 
11. I know that public sentiment is divided in regard to this matter, 
any believe that deeper interest is taken in schools where patrons 
^pect to pay a portion of teachers' wages in a rate-bill. They seem to 
ink that what is worth having is worth paying for. 
School Houses. — In my district there are two log, ninety-five frame, 
ur stone, and one district without a school house. It was burned 
ccidentally, of course,) on the night a small sum had ibeen voted 
repair the miserable old one which stood by the way-side. I might 
numerate a score of these old miserable apologies for school houses, 
Ending in the highway; hence having no yards, shade trees or play 
ounds, with leaky roofs, broken walls, seats on three sides, imperfectly 
Instructed, without any proper means of ventilation, and destitute of 
ery appendage usually deemed essential, being in fact fit for nothing 
^Te than a shelter for animals. 

t should have condemned some of these old rickety buildings and the 
5 huts last year, according to authority conferred by the new schoo\ 
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law, but for the heavy taxes that have been laid upon the people by this 
** wicked rebellion." After due deliberation I have made up my mind to 
give notice to a few districts, should not a wind or fire accidentally 
occur, removing some of these old dilapidated shanties before I have 
time to, that unless measures are taken during the present season to 
build good school houses for their children, the supervisors of their towns 
will be invited with the Commissioner to consider the propriety of con* 
demning these old shabby wigwams. 

I would not be understood as representing these cases as beyond all 
hope. There are persons in those districts who feel deeply interested in 
erecting suitable buildings for their children. Within a lew yean past 
a few school houses have been built, which reflect credit on the iDbabi^ 
ants for the architecture and outside finish. Even these have the same 
defects in their interior construction, having taken the old ones for a 
model. Trustees, in most cases, do not know the wants or inside 
arrangements of a good school room; and it is my opinion that they 
should not be allowed to proceed with the erection of a building nntil 
they have submitted a plan of such to the State Superintendent or School 
Commissioner, or both, for their approval. 

If some means could be devised by the Department to induce the tms- 
tees or districts to move their school houses back out of the highway; 
to plant shade and ornamental trees and shrubbery; to keep up a good 
and tidy fence; to build, paint and keep clean the out-buildings, thus 
rendering the surroundings of the school room attractive, much good 
would result therefrom. 

Apparatus. — In my last Report to the Department, I spoke of the pre- 
vailing destitution of school apparatus. I am sorry to say that there is 
but little change for the better. It is to be hoped that some measures 
will be taken to supply every school district in the State with this ranch 
needed auxiliary. If our schools could be provided with letter cards, . 
outline maps, phonetic, grammatic, chirographic charts, globes, and j 
Holbrook's geological and geometrical apparatus, it would be a great 
incentive to our children. By such means the instruction imparted in 
the different branches would be rendered more attractive and be better 
understood. The real interest that might be thus waked up, and the j 
advancement that could be made in a single term, would be worth far 
more than the cost of the necessary apparatus. I would also recommend 
that every district be furnished with the simplest appliances for object- 
teaching. If any way could be devised by which this might be accom- 
plished, it would not be long before object-teaching would be introduced 
into our schools; and the scholar, instead of spending long years in gain- 
ing a knowledge of size, weight, color, measure, time, distance, meaning 
of words, and the elements of physical science, would learn them in » 
short time by means of these objects. 

Tou will notice that the enormous sura of $2.48 was raised during tho 
past year for this purpose. Judging from this, the people must bat« 
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at little faith in the use of school apparatus to illustrate the various 
riDciples which the teacher is called upon to present to his pupils, 
his is a shame : where hundreds of dollars ought to be laid out and are 
Millj needed, only the paltry sum of $2.48 is expended I How long 
lall this state of things continue ? Might this not be remedied bv a 
a upon the district, or a general appropriation from the State ? If the 
brary money was to be expended for this purpose, it would be infinitely 
Btter than to squander it for the sectarian trash that now incumbers 
or libraries. 

Tkzt-books. — There are an endless variety of text-books in our schools, 
nd still they are increasing, since it has come to pass in this book* 
aking age that any one who stumbles upon a new idea considers it his 
itj to write a book, and is spirited on by the desire of seeing his name 

print, and thinks that *' a book is a book, if there is nothing in it.'' 
nd the publishers leave no expedient untried to force the sale upon the 
K)ple. All agree that a multitude of text-books is a great nuisance, 
it how shall we abate them ? How shall a uniformity in the same 
strict or town be established ? How long shall teachers complain, 
d justly too, of their inability to classify their pupils? There should 

some measures adopted by which this desirable object might be 
Bored to the schools. 

Libraries. — As regards the libraries, they are in a miserable condition; 
t little attention is paid to them, further than to elect a librarian, 
e books are drawn without any memorandum being made by him; 
cause he invariably refuses to serve, being elected against his will, 
e result is, the books are scattered throughout the district, and seldom 
d their way back, for they have *' moved west." There cannot be 
Lch reliance placed upon trustees' reports in regard to the libraries., 
ey have no catalogue of their books, and therefore do not know how 
my volumes they have. I am satisfied the most of them report ** ac- 
rding to the best of their knowledge." It is to be regretted that the 
•rary money is not applied to the purchase of school apparatus ; for I 
lieve it would benefit the children more in this way, than in expend* 
I it for books or anything else. 

I venture to suggest for your consideration, and for recommendation 
the Legislature, that the State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
authorized to direct the expenditure of the library money apporticmed 
each district, for school apparatus ; and as a condition for the future 
Jrticipation in the library money, that every district raise as much by 
c as it receives from the State. 

Teachers. — ^The number of teachers employed during the last school 
ftris 193, of whom 69 are males and 124 females. Three years ago 
sre were as many males as females engaged in teaching : now there 
e only about one-third as many. Judging from this, the time is not 
■^distant when the schools will be given up entirely to the ''gentler 
^" The old prejudice that males are better teachers than females 
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having the same qualifications, is fast giving way. Woman commuDr- 
cates her thoughts and ideas with more facility than man ; is rich in in- 
vention; has a greater faculty of adapting herself and her instructions 
to the wants and capacities of children, and has a much larger supply of 
patience. Hence it would seem that she is by nature adapted to the 
work. 

Not one-half of the above number follow teaching as a fixed and per- 
manent employment. There is a constant change going on in onr 
schools. Very few employ the same teacher during the summer and 
winter terms, for the reason that trustees generally wish to employ 
c?ieap teachers, and these only seek temporary employment. We have 
too many who enter the school room for a short time, with no idea of 
following teaching ; making it only a stepping-stone to some other em- 
ployment or profession. There is another class of old-fashioned teachers 
and beardless boys, who turn their attention to it for three months in 
the winter, because it affords a fair compensation for a few idle months 
not otherwise employed upon the farm. 

This change of teachers is the sorest evil connected with our common 
schools. Just as soon as Mr. A. becomes acquainted with his pnpils, 
and gets his school nicely arranged and in good working order, the term 
closes. On comes Miss B. The school must be all reorganized. The 
scholars are all turned back to the beginning of their books. Her pre- 
(decessor's method of teaching, and plan of conducting a recitation and 
interesting the school are different from her's : hence are all wrong; but 
just as soon as she gets these wrongs righted, her time has expired. 
Next comes Miss C. Of course the school must be reorganized. She 
tells them that they have never been taught the. rudiments properly; 
that they must be thoroughly understood : hence some time mnst be 
spent in their investigation. The now teacher brings new rules, and 
has a new classification. But hop-picking has arrived, and her "time is 
out." After hop-picking, to make the "required time,'' MissD. is engaged 
to teach a few weeks. She is an entire stranger. Her plan is entirely 
different from all of the rest. She goes through a certain routine; reads 
so many times around; asks just the questions in the book; does all her 
teaching on the old hoop system ; and by the time she gets the machine 
running, the first of October " turns up," and ** school is out." 

Comment is unnecessary. It is impossible to over-rate the evils that 
result from such a change. How long shall this continue ? Ask the 
trustees why they manage thus: their answer is, that they cannot afford 
to pay a good male teacher throughout the year. And instead of em- 
ploying a well-qualified female by the year, they play the above fa^^* 
Is there no way in which this terrible custom of changing teachers every 
term can be broken up ? 

I do not wish you to infer that this evil exists to a greater degree m 
my district than in other parts of the State. As- far as I have observefl, 
it is quite general. 
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There is a class of teachers of whonfi I am justly proud, and who are 
ing a noble work. They are high-minded, earnest souls, forgetful of 
f, and great workers. Educated for their business, they call to their 
1 all the helps within their reach. They teach not only what is in 
Dks, but in nature and art; thus assisting the young mind to expand 
cultivating a thirst for knowledge. And these are received with 
rot by the people, commanding from two to three dollars per day; who 
) sought after, and constantly employed. Among this number are 
ee Normal graduates who have been teaching during the past year, 
sides there are several students from the School, who intend to 
idnate. We regret there are so few of these graduates. The people 
>, like Oliver Twist, constantly crying for more. 
BxAinNATiONs. — I regard the moral and intellectual qualifications, and 
! ability and tact to teach, of greater importance than the mere know- 
ge of books alone. Applicants are required to give a written state- 
ntof their ideal of the teacher's character and work; and to bear a 
id written and oral examination in the principles and methods of 
truction in all the common school branches. 

Deficiencies. — I find that some teachers are deficient in general intel- 
ence, geography and history; being unacquainted with the geography 
i history of their own town, county and State, and civil government; 
^ing never read any work upon theory and practice of teaching; take 
educational journal, and of course lack the spirit of a successful 
cher. I do not wish you to infer, from the above, that this is worse 
my district than in other sections; for all have this class to contend 
:h. I believe, and in fact I know, that the qualifications of my 
chers, and the interest they manifest in their work, is fully up to the 
ndard of other counties. 

Trustees. — I find, in looking over the school reports, that about two- 
rds of the districts still continue to elect three trustees. In a great 
ny districts, very injudicious selections are made. Men are frequently 
cted who have little or no direct interest in the schools, and who are 
y inefficient in the discharge of their duties, except in hiring the 
apest teacher, or some favorite one of a certain political or religious 
ipe. It seems to me that this office is a very important one; and that 
advancement of our schools depends in a great degree upon the 
nner in which trustees discharge their duties. If the office is one of 
much importance, requiring so much time and labor, and that too 
'bout remuneration, it is not strange that trustees fail to discharge 
ir duties as faithfully in all respects as the wants of the schools de- 
nd. Many plead imcompetency (and justly too, for no less than five 
1 to make their mark in signing their report) ; some, ignorance of 
ir duties, as an excuse for not doing it; while others openly confess 
»t they cannot afibrd to devote the time and labor necessary to a 
>per discharge of their duties, without pay. They are sometimes 

• 

>ged to spend two or three days at their own expense, in order to 
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secure a good teacher; and then to go after them, and to take tV^^Qi 
home two or three times during the term; to go to the town cl^i-;^^^ 
office, to ascertain the assessed valuation of their districts; to make -th 
assessment of taxes; to make out the rate-bills, and to put them irxto 
the hands of the proper officer for collection — all requiring time »Jid 
labor. And in addition to this, the immense labor of making th^ir 
annual report to the Commissioner, and depositing it in the town clerfe's 
office. This is a fair statement of the duties imposed upon trustees. 

In view of the conceded propriety of paying all town officers, ev^^ 
the school district collector, something for their services, I would recox^i- 
mend that trustees be paid for their labors. 

Visitations. — I have, during my inspections of the schools, endeavor^ 
to make my examinations as thorough, and at the same time as inter^^t* 
ing as possible. My desire has been to benefit them, and to gain simoh 
information as might enable me to form a correct judgment of their ase- 
fulness, and of the efficiency of the teacher. 1 also aimed so to conduct 
my official visits as to be regarded by the scholars and teacher as a 
friend coming to assist them; not to criticise and to find fault, but to 
encourage and sympathize with them in their difficulties. 

Patrons. — ^There is, in some instances, a want of cu-operation with 
the teacher by the parents. This is owing to a captious disposition 
which must be indulged, or to a want of appreciation of their duties, or 
to an indifference to the educational interest of their children, or to all 
of these reasons; thereby making the labors of the teacher more ardix- 
ous and unpleasant. As a general thing, parents do not visit theiv 
schools as frequently as I wish; but the live teacher kindles afire in hie 
district, that wakes up even these dead patrons, and in many instance* 
brings about a radical change. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Institute was held at Cobleskill, commen^^ 
ing October 23, and continuing eleven days. Over 175 teachers wemr^ 
in attendance. The exercises of the first week were conducted by Mi^ ^ 
Olive A. Pond and the Commissioner. During the second weekth^J 
were assisted by Prof. C. Townsend, of Rochester, who rendered val'^^' 
able aid. It was a success. 

Thus, in accordance with the requirements of the Department, I haw^^® 
endeavored to present as faithfully as possible the condition of tk^^^^® 
schools under my charge, and the causes that retard their improvement- ^ 

In conclusion, I cannot refrain from speaking of the generous hosp^^^" 
talities that have been extended to me, and especially for the unifor 
courtesy and respect with which I have been treated by teachers, p' 
pils and patrons, during the eight years I have had the honor to act 
the capacity of School Commissioner. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. C. SMITH, School Commissioner. 
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SCHUYLER COUNTY. 

311. V. M. RicB, Superintendent of Public Inatruction : 
Dear Sir — It is with pleasure that I submit to you the following Re-' 
irt on the condition of education in Schuyler county. 
Ihe whole number of school districts in the county is 114: one of them 
ks made no report, nor had any school for several years. According to 
ustees' reports, there are 113 whole districts and 15 parts of districts. 
There can be conveyed to you no correct description of the condition 
* the school houses and grounds. We have all varieties, from the 
erest shanty to the most comfortable and well furnished buildings, in 
lis section of the State. Nature has favored us, by giving us beautiful 
'Cations and picturesque views. Seneca lake, noted for its beauty, ex- 
!Dds almost through the county ; and on either side of it, hills, valleys 
nd plains are mingled in the most pleasing variety. The opposite 
lores and landscapes are far enough apart to conceal from each other* 
very defect, yet near enough to appear lovely and enchanting; while 
le clear waters of the lake are ever glistening in the sunlight, foaming 
eneath the storm-cloud, or reposing in placid beauty. Many of the 
chool houses are so situated as to command views of this scenery, and 
tiould add to its appearance; but they often sadly mar it by their cheer- 
'88, forbidding, dilapidated looks. Some of the inhabitants, however, 
^ve caught the " inspiration of nature," and erected buildins^s in such 
iviting situations that one would be almost willing to teach there for 
^thing. 

Classified according to appearance, there are about 25 houses, which 
^ve been erected within a few years past, painted red or not at all, 
*th nothing to commend them to our favor except that they are " first 
•te ^ for the money they cost. There are about 35 houses, new or as 
H>d as new, painted white, many of them with blinds and some other 
nveniences which add greatly to the comfort of the pupils. But now 
Daes the *' stubborn fact" that we have 52 school houses which do not 
'Serve the name. Many of them were erected 25 and 30 years ago. 
iere is nothing to be said in their favor, except that, in spite of their 
'Ominable appearance, they lead the memory back to other days, when 
s dearest spot on earth was within those old walls which sheltered ua 
Securely from the perplexities and snares of the world, where friend- 
^p was the purest, and where our dearest associations love to linger, 
^^re is one old brick house, and one new brick building which is the 
operty of the Watkins Union School. There are three log-houses, and 
^3r are better than some of the frame buildings. 

Classified according to inside appearance, there are about 40 school 
Uses with comfortable well arranged seats and desks, well painted and 
Hed. About 50 are ill arranged and inconvenient. The remainder 
^ ) may be described as being indescribable. I have no power to tell 
^ positions and angles, the height, narrowness and smoothness of th^ 
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seats and desks: they point in all directions, and may be made to 
same any given position." 

According to trustees' reports, we have the following valaation 
houses and lots ; but it cannot be relied on, as there was no uniforo:^^ -j. t^ 
in their judgment, nor any standard of valuation : 

Worth less than $30 I 



o: 



It 



$50 and less than $100 15 

100 " «< 200 25 

200 " " 300 20 

" 300 « « 400 15 

" 400 " « 600 14 

" 600 « " 600 7 

«« 600 « «« 700 5 

« 700 « " 800 6 

« 950 1 

« 1,000 1 

" 1,150 i 

" 1,800 1 

"14,000 1 

Deduct those in the last column, and the average value of the oth 
is about $282. 

With the exception of two or three which are warmed with c^^=^^ ^^ 
stoves, the houses are heated with wood stoves, and many of them ^^■^ ^® 
well ventilated — by cracks, crevices and crannies. Quite a numbei" ^^ 

the lots are inclosecj. One district has also planted trees, and done ^^^^ 
it could to protect them and make them grow. The Watkins XJik. i -^^n 
School district has spent several hundred dollars in decorating tb:M.^3ir 
school lot : their building cost $16,000; the lot is worth $4,000. niZ*lie 
Secretary of their Board of Education, fearful of putting the value ^fc oo 
high, has got it $6,000 too low; for, in its present condition, it is pr€zz>^a- 
bly worth $20,000. The people of Watkins take a just pride in tTlc^cir 
school, and their Board of Education is always composed of the u^^ est 
substantial men there. 

The number of children of school age is • 6,3> 9 -5 

Being a gain on the preceding year of • 99 

The number which attended school is 4,^^7C 

Being a loss on the preceding year of , • . . . • -^^"L 1 

The number of weeks' school is reported 3>752 ^3—S 

Being a loss on the number of the preceding year of 481 Si-S 

The whole number of teachers is : males 45 ; females 189 234 

The number employed '< at the same time " was • Hl^ 

The average number of weeks each teacher taught was 30 3.-5 

The amount spent for teachers' wages was •••••••• $14^ V97 64 

Making the average wages per teacher, by weeks •••• ^.24 

The whole number of days' attendance at school $,Z^8-S5 

•Aggregate attendance of << persons residing in the district " • 3^250. 06 

Making an average daily attendance of all the pupils (nearly) 184 

And of those << residing in the district," about IS 

The amount of library money apportioned was $267 01 

And there was paid out for library purposes 6S 48 

And for apparatus there was paid ^^^a 

There are 7,714 books reported and valued at 2,925 OO ■ ii,j, 

The amount apportioned to the districts (as reported) 7,857 vl I 

The amount raised by rate bills was 4,256 34 jre^ 

Making the apportionment which each pupil received • ^ ?^ W 

And the average for each pupil on the rate bill , ,^< 

The districts are about equally divided in regard to one trnstee syw* i 
tern," though I think it is gaining ground. ^l 

The rate bill system operates with miserable effect in many localit^^^' 
People, never having tried any other, are not aware of its many dis*^' 
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Images. It prevents many penurious persons from sending to school, 
many of the poor who are too proud to claim " exemption." It pre- 
tus teachers from receiving their wages for several weeks and some- 
tiwM^^B months, after their terms expire. It ought to have no hold on us, 
e.^c^<3pt as a relic o^ the ** dark ageH ^ of education. 

JrScfore proceeding further, I would like your attention in regard to 

tb^ imperfect manner in which the trustees' reports are made. With 

s<2Si.K"cely an exception, I have had to work over every report ; '' guess 

o«a.t^ ^ and ''cipher out" parts which were lacking, by means of other 

pskvt^ imperfectly stated ; guess at the writing and the figures ; study 

o'Vi.'t^ the causes of difference beiore the financial column would balance ; 

Aep^cnd on other sources for " statistics ;" and wait for many reports 

iiXi±*il you could no longer wait for me, I have thought if it would not 

V>e an advantage for the Commissioner to hold meetings, in different 

psLirts of his district, from the first to the fifteenth of October, for the 

purpose of meeting trustees, and superintending the work of making 

tli^ir reports. It would insure perfect accuracy in every particular, and 

^>o the means of establishing a standard of comparison in regard to 

ae^veral things which the State Department has to leave to the judgment 

of persons frequently incompetent to decide. 

Private schools are reported to the number of 10, and as having 235 
pupils. 

There are no Parochial schools, nor any for colored children. The 
people of some districts make no opposition to the attendance of one or 
*W'o colored children in their schools. I am not aware of any of this 
class having been denied the privilege of attending our schools, if they 
^>8hed to go there. 

There is but one Free School in the county, the Watkins Union School. 
Steps have been taken to form another in Burdette ; but, from some 
c^use, they have stopped proceedings. 

There is but one Academy in the county. It is the higher department 
^^ the Watkins Union School. Take the whole school together, and it 
presents as many points of perfection as any similar school within my 
knowledge. The location of the building is attractive ; the building 
Itself is a fine edifice, capable of accommodating 600 pupils. It is well 
'^rnished with the latest and most approved kinds of furniture. The 
*^^oliers are interested in their duties, and competent to perform them. 
Iii addition to this, we have the People's College ; a failure as regards 
^ts Original purpose. I think it might be used for a Normal School with 
^^^t advantage, not only to the county, but to the State. We need a 
"^^t^mal School in this section of the State, more than you do at Albany ; 
*^<i 1 am sure it would be well patronized, on account of expenses being 
^^% here than in Albany. I do not propose to "run opposition " to the 
"Albany Normal School. On the other hand, I hope the time will soon 
^^'Jae when we shall have many Normal Schools in our State. 
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Though we lack for high schools within the county, there are, wittiL 
a distance of from ten to thirty miles from the center of it, 10 acai 
mies, seminaries and colleges, and others in contemplation. So 
youth are particularly favored as regards the higher walks of learni: 

The libraries still maintain a precarious existence. The average vslT 
of the books, based on the trustees' reports, is 38 cents. We talfc: 
the diffusion of knowledge, and the desire of the masses for sound, 
stantial reading. Perhaps they do desire it, yet the history of tb^c^ee 
libraries proves that they do not always avail themselves of the meaiLs of 
obtaining it. Compare the bulk of the reading of the day with the un- 
touched books in the school libraries; compare the books themsel^ 
with each other. Those which have appeared like mines of knowled . 
to many a brilliant mind are as unsoiled, except with dust, as when 
placed there. Plutarch, Rome, Greece, Alexander and Csesar, to s 
nothing of Carthage and Hannibal, Syracuse and Timoleon, are as mii. 
a myth to thousands of minds as ever. Last year, of the $261 appi 
priated to the county for libraries, only $63.48 was spent for books; a 
of this amount only 12 districts out of the 113 in the county applied it 
follows: One district used 823.65; another, $12.21, leaving an avera^ 
of 82.76 to each of 10 others. 

It seems to me, nevertheless, that a strong eflfort ought to be made ^^ 
preserve our libraries, and have them read. It is not enough to s ^^J 
that our pupils read other books. We want them to read these books a- :»^^^ 
profit by the lessons they teach. Perhaps it would tend to the presen^^" ^' 
tion of the libraries to order the librarians to make yearly reports of fc>1:^e 
books, and charge the districts for each one missing since the last repc:^ ^k*^* 
The amount could be deducted from the annual apportionment to ^fcfce 
district. 

The schools are almost totally deficient in apparatus. Only three c3. i£- 
tricts spent anything last year for apparatus. One paid $22.17; anotlca^r, 
815; another, 86.27. That which is put in the financial reports UEa.d€^ 
this head, must be considered as paid chiefly for *• black-boards." W^o fe- 
ster's Dictionary still remains in some schools; from others it long since 
took its departure. There are two, three or more maps in several 
schools; all they are good for is to show the "good intentions" of the 
parents. The districts would be much benefited if they would purchase 
enough apparatus to illustrate the studies pursued in them, if teachers 
knew how to use it; but the majority of them would not or could not use 
it with sufficient advantage to make it beneficial to the pupil. 

We have no associations, though we have had them, and know how 
beneficial they are. When I came into office, one of my first efforts wb>s 
to organize an association. It was called at Watkins. The day f'O^ 
meeting was very unpropitious. It snowed heavily and thawed also, 
which, of course, made a mixture of snow, mud and water on the grouua- 
Notwithstanding, about twenty noble hearted girls made their appeal' 
ance, and finding the building, where we were to convene, locked, »i^ 
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le to unlock it, they stood their ground and helped to organize in the 

s. That was oar first meeting. We held meetings once a month, 

^ar matters claimed the attention of the male teachers, and conse- 

itly the female teachers were unable to attend. It " died a linger- 

ieath." 

le schools are generally well supplied with text-books. Those which 

precedence of all others are Robinson's Mathematics, Sanders' Read- 
Brown's Grammar, Monteith I and [McNally' 8 Geographies, Davies' 
bematics, and a half dozen other geographies are used more or less, 
k's Grammar, I am glad to say, is coming into favor. Algebra is 
ied in a large number of schools, and there is scarcely a district 
^h has not several pupils anxious and able to pursue one or more of 
higher branches. I think that the ** legal " standard of teachers' 
ifications should be made to correspond with the requirements of the 
lars. 

le Institute was in session two weeks, and excelled any former ses- 
} in point of numbers, zeal and ability of its members, and in the 
acter of the instruction given, and in its drafts on the State. We 

through the kindness of Hon. Charles Cook, the whole of the Peo- 

■College at our disposal. A large number of the teachers occupied 
IS in the building, which gave it the appearance of a large boarding 
ol. Audiences of from four to six hundred people attended the 
ling exercises. 

"of. M. McVicar, of Brockport, taught Grammar, Arithmetic and 
5'raphy. Prof. O. F. Whitford, of Havana, also taught Grammar and 
tal Arithmetic. Rev. F. S. Howe, of Watkins, conducted a few 
cises in Geography, and lectured on different topics. Exercises 
3 conducted by myself, as time and circumstances allowed, in Read- 

and Elocution, Spelling, Physical Geography, and several things 
ting to the mechanical arrangement of the school room. A portion 
ich forenoon was devoted to criticisms, and hearing rehearsals and 
3^8 by persons appointed the day before for that purpose, 
be evenings were devoted to the query box, discussions, lectures and 
-ellaneous subjects. Two lectures were given nearly every evening, 
allows: Prof. McVicar, on the Management of a School; Punishment 
scholars; Signs of Character; Etiquette; Eiucation of Conscience; 
ining the Young Mind. Prof. Whitford: Valley of the Mississippi. 
-F.S.Howe: Theory and Practice of Teaching; Organization and 
^agementof a School. Prof. John Phin, of Havana, gave us five 
'ndid lectures on Chemistry and Philosophy, illustrated and explained 
Cleans of apparatus worthy the best college in the State. 

am thankful to you, sir, for sending Prof. McVicar to us, for we 
ied just such a man — one who could talk earnestly and convincingly 
cerning the highest and best motives which should actuate teachers. 

scarcely know what to say in regard to the teachers as a " class." 
5 variations in life, difference in social positions, diversity of ideas on 
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teachers' dnties, sentiments of Commissioners in regard to certificat 
all conspire to make so manj changes from one year to another, thab 
know nothing of a district school teacher's *' profession,'' such a^is it 
ought to be. I belieye we should find, if the facts were known, thab -tilie 
district teachers of the country change once eyery two or three y& ^^m. 
There are but few persons in the county trho belong to the "profess! c^n." 
Tlie best teachers will teach in the winter, but wiU noi in the snmrxier; 
the poorest will teach in the summer, but can noi teach in the mmx t;cr. 
Wages are about the same winter and summer for the same persons , lt>nt 
more " cheap " teachers are employed summers than winters. The dli»- 
iricts hare made fewer changes than during the year before. There flt^re 
fewer teachers than during the year preceding-— more good ones s^'*^^ 
fewer poor ones. 

In granting certificates I follow no special plan. My business is '^^ 
ascertain, by any fair means, the qualifications of the applicant; to dc^ ^ ^ 
as soon as possible, but to take time if necessary. I hare **had my ejr 
on persons for two years before I dared to give them a first grade, 
give third grades, generally, to all on their first examination, unles^^ 
hare outside testimony on which I can rely, in which case I make V 
grade as nearly as possible to correspond with the testimony. I wat^ 
my teachers, inquire about them, and send a higher grade to those w 
deserre it, without any application for it from them. On the certifical 
of those who have proved themselves perfectly reliable and compete 
and of good moral and social influence, I write the words: ** Speciae^^y 
recommended J' I hare lately adopted the rule of giving certificates -^"^^^ 
not more than one year, for two reasons: 1st. I do not wish to exi^'M^ 
them too far into the next term of my ofiKce, but leave it to my succ^^^s- 
sor to license as he pleases. 2d. Many who held two and three yes^^K's' 
^certificates did not attend the Institute until they wanted others. 

I have inculcated the idea that a certificate is nothing but the evidex^ <e 
of a reputation which the teacher must earn for himself, and that> ^te 
amount of well-directed labor which one does is the measure of his g'vio 
cess. After all, I never have any hope of one's being a true, succes»foi 
teacher, unless the whole appearance betokens purity of heart, goj^'^k 
manners, and honesty of purpose. 

People cannot *'see why" one gets a first grade, while another tvIo 
••knows just as much" gets only third or second; nor why one is a</- 
vanced while so many others receive, again and again, the same low 
grade. Yet if they could see the importance of proper motives, tbej 
would not wonder at my discriminating in favor of hearts and souls that 
are ever reaching after better things, and actuated by none hot t^^ 
highest and holiest motives. 

In regard to myself, I begin to think that I am of no account. I ft°* 
at work for Schuyler county for my board; that is what it amounts to. 
I do all I can afford to do. All I get from State and county is |625 a 
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; oat of this has to come every expense, both official and personal, 
i for a traveling equipage in addition. I am therefore compelled to 
low another business in order to "get a living." 
^7'hen I commenced my duties, I formed many projects for the inte- 
it/8 of education here. I thought it would be easy to combine and call 
.o active operation the literary l^lent in the county; to establish win- 
- courses of lectures in different localities; to have prizes for the 
ckolars, and county meetings and town meetings of the schools, and to 
st.iire on such parts of the school law as is least understood; to estab- 
li a Central Office, which would be the Headquarters of Education. 
x't " somebody " must bear the cost. All I wanted was enough to pay 
r my living and expenses. I will not trouble you with pecuniary mat- 
re, except to say that for what is lacking in my official duties the 
3Ard of Supervisors must bear the responsibility. I will do all I can, 
r the sake of my friends throughout the county, and trust to them and 
>u for a just acquittal of willful negligence. 

This Report is written with the care and perplexities of a school of 
g'hty scholars on my mind. I beg your pardon for having made it so 
^&thy- but since it is the first written report from this county, I 
ought I might be more explicit than would otherwise be necessary. 
^ reviewing it, I fear I have found too much fault I am proud of our 
ucational system. I love to be engaged in educational affairs, and 
^ very grateful to the people of my county for giving me my present 
^sition. Yours respectfully, 

LAUREN G. THOMAS, 
School Commissioner Schuyler County. 
NoBTH Reading, N. Y., Jan, 24, 1866. 



SENECA COUNTY. 

On. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instrwition: 

Sir — In accordance with the requirements of the Department, the 
tidersigned submits the following Report: 

Attendance. — The whole number of pupils of school age, within the 
•ounty, according to trustees' reports, is 9,914; of this number, 6,690 
^ave attended school some part of the preceding year, while the average 
>f resident children has been but 2,887.323. This, I imagine, is a 
imaller average than will be reported in coming years, for several 
teasons. I am led to this conclusion, because I found a larger average 
stttendance during the summer than the winter term; which is not gene- 
J^ally the case in rural districts, but the reverse. 

Teachers. — In the 120 districts and parts of districts in this county, 
there have been 215 teachers employed; only one of that number having 
taught without license, and she only for two weeks; of this number, 42. 
Were males, 1*73 females. This ratio of teachers will, I also think, bi» 
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largely diminished the coming year, because quite a large majorit^y of 
our schools have employed male teachers for the winter term, the supply 
of male teachers being largely augmented by the return of many ^^^lo 
entered the service at the call of their country; many among the volun- 
teers from our county being from the rank and file of our teachers. 

Text-books. — No change in text-books having been rccommendeci l)j 
our Institute, they remain the same, with no very great uniformity, but 
with quite as much as any one could expect under the present divers itj 
of publications. 

School Houses. — The majority of our school houses are comfortatile 
and commodious structures, with appropriate grounds and out-hous^s. 
A few, however, are scarcely fit for the use to which they are app^ro 
priated, as you will see by glancing at the valuation as reported l)y 
trustees; but at the same time it is gratifying to know that these dils^T^ 
dated tenements are gradually disappearing, to give rise to others tt^^^ 
are an ornament to the locality. This has been the case in district ]^^o, 
6, Tyre, the past summer. On the grounds where stood the old fab^^ic, 
hardly of value sufiScient to pay for its removal, now stands a comrTOO- 
dious and elegant building worth M least $1,700; a work, for which ^he 
inhabitants of the district should receive the approval of every hveur of 
the cause of education. 

Libraries. — The district libraries, in the majority of our schools, re- 
ceive but little attention; however, in some of our schools they ^r© 
prized and properly appreciated; yet these instances are few. 

Examinations. — I continue to hold examinations in the spring, for t^h^ 
accommodation of those who teach the summer schools. For the oon- 
venience of teachers for the winter schools, a class is formed during 'th^ 
session of the Institute. At the examination of teachers this fall, ^ 
found altogether a difflerent class of applicants; they being mostly ma.l^s» 
and of more advanced age and experience, although the teachers wl^^ 
have been employed heretofore have done credit to their vocation. 

Rate-bills. — The rate-bill system is practiced in all the schools in oi^r 
county, except the three free schools of Waterloo. I think there Yxsl^^ 
been very few scholars kept from school on account of the expense itx^^' 
dent upon the system. 

Academies. — There are two Academies in our county. The E^-st 
Genesee Conference Seminary, at Ovid, is now under the supervision ^^ 
Prof. Sanford; the Institution bids fair to prove a very good scho^^- 
The Seneca Falls Academy is still in charge of its former princip^^^ 
Prof. Janes; the school bears a very fair reputation. The Waterloo 
Union Free School has an academic department, and, as usual, is meiki^S 
its mark among the schools of the county. This school furnishes more 
teachers than any school in this locality; it has its Normal class ag^^^ 
this year, and is progressing finely; it remains under charge of ex-Co ni. 
Bodine. The number of students in these schools I am not able to re- 
port, except that of Waterloo, which you have in my statistical report. 
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•PARATUS. — Most of our schools are provided with blackboards and 
3; but there are deficiencies in other articles of apparatus, which, 
y judgment, might be purchased with the library money, and prove 
eater advantage to the majority of our schools, than being expended 
>ooks that are scarcely ever read. 
rRNiTUHB. — The schools are generally furnished with necessary furni- 

both for the convenience of scholar and teacher. 
tivATB Schools. — There are 13 private schools within the county, 
bering 276 scholars. These schools are generally organized in 
lities where the public schools might accommodate the whole number 
upils. 

sTrruTE. — I now come to speak of our Teachers' Institute, which 
held at Waterloo, commencing October 9th, continuing two weeks, 
oved a perfect success, and was all that any reasonable attendant could 
1. With Prof. Pooler as principal, and Bodine, Gillett and Bell as 
stants, who could expect a failure? The number of teachers in 
ndance was 160, a much larger number than was ever induced to 
e out to an Institute in Seneca county before. The good feeling that 
'ailed was really gratifying. All seemed to participate in the exer- 
3 with great satisfaction. At no time during the session did the 
rest appear to relax. 

ECTUREs. — Several instructive and entertaining lectures were given 
ng the session. Prof. Pooler gave a lecture, on the Importance of 
hing the fundamental principles of Physiology in our common schools. 
Lambert entertained the Institute and citizens with one of his valua- 

lectures on Physiology, one afternoon and evening. Prof. Gillett 
c one lecture on Self-culture, one on Astronomy; Prof. Cadmus, one 
he Lights and Shades of a Teacher's life; Rev. Mr. Hogoboam, one 
^reat value on Labor, a law of our nature, its incentives necessary 
uccessful teaching. All of the above lectures were appreciated by 
entire audience. 

^f my duties as Commissioner, and how well they have been per- 
Qed, I will leave to the people whom I serve to judge and to speak. 

Yours respectfully, 
viD, Dec. 15, 1865. I. RUNYAN, School Commissioner. 



STEUBEN COUNTY— First District. 

I. Victor M. Rice, Superiniendent of Public Instruction: 

ear Sir — In the performance of duty, I report for the 1st Assembly 
irict, Steuben county, N. Y., as follows : 

here are in this district, 111 school districts, 109 school houses, 11 
t Districts, in 9 of which the houses are in other counties. Of chil- 
1 between 5 and 21 years of age, 7,301 ; of whom 5,329 have attended 
^ol during the past year. The schools have been in session, in the 
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aggregate, 3,272 weeks, with an average daily attendance of 2,398, and 
the expenditure of $27,706. The number of teachers employed has been 
241 ; 38 males, 203 females. 

School Houses. — Many of these are unworthy of the name ; unfit for 
the use to which they are applied, and attractive only to the curious 
antiquarian. I ask a question which I am unable to answer : 

Why do sheep, in the erection of comfortable and well-arranged flbe^B 
and barns, receive more care and attention than children of the district 
schools? Some of the houses may be accepted "under protest ;" a few 
only are creditable to our people and the present age. Children require 
every convenience and a multiplicity of comforts "at home;" **at 
school,*' how otherwise ? Why I Are they objects of solicitude anly 
when under the parental roof? I ask for information and a decision. 1)7 
your Department. 

Schools — Their condition and prospects are as good as can reasonal)Ij 
be expected, with the advantages they possess. Teachers generally are 
active and ambitious, and seem disposed to make the most of their 
opportunities and advantages. The "Graded School" at Bath is a 
model seldom equaled, with some 250 pupils in attendance. Some 15 
private schools, with about 450 scholars, have been in successful opera- 
tion during the year in this district. 

Academies. — Of these we have two. Franklin Academy, located at 
Prattsburg, was incorporated in 1827. The buildings are large and 
convenient. The library contains 1,300 books; the institution is ivell 
supplied with school apparatus. The number of students has been 
somewhat diminished during the past four years, but now the attend- 
ance is increasing again. Under the charge of Prof. S. E. Smith, A. Mi 
''old Franklin" is in a flourishing condition. 

Hammondsport Academy, is also doing finely, under the supervisi^^ 
of J. W. McLaury, A. M. The buildings and rooms are well arrang"^ 
and fitly furnished. The average attendance is about 100. 

Scholars. — As a general thing, they are advanced too rapidly ; this '^ 
in part the fault of teachers, but more of parents. Fond parents ^^® 
proud of infant prodigies. " Why I my James reads in the 5th Read^^» 
and he is only eight years old," says one ; leaving the hearer to iaf^^ 
that James is already a ripe scholar and a good reader. " I wondeS" ^^ 
the 6th Reader will be out soon." 

Alas I poor James I Getting an education at railroad speed I Put ^^ 
board the Expret^s Train at the age of four, and provided witl> ^ 
"through ticket," he is hurried from the A. B. C. Station before ^^^ 
knows p from q or b from his father's barn. Primer Depot he f^^ 
never seen. First, 2d, 3d and 4th Reader Stations he passes rapid V' 
stopping only to **wood up" or "wait time." He goes only to ^*" 
Reader Station, because that is the present terminus of the Rea<^^^ 
Railroad. What is the result ? Why I James is reading in the ^^ 
Reader, to be sure. Yes ; even so, and he cannot now pronounce o^o^^ 
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two syllables, or spell biscuit or cider. Being unable to spell 
eading, be stops, skips, stammers and miscalls words ; mis- 
)rd8, be does not understand wbat be reads ; failing to under- 
will never acquire an interest in reading or become a good 
ndifferent Orthography is the father of poor Elocution. So in 
3, many children are hurried from the "Table Book'' to the 
ity '* or Algebra, with only a limited knowledge of notation, 
nd subtraction. In Grammar, James will be passed at the 
from Brown's definition of a nourif into Bullion's Latin, there 
e elements and use of the English language. What nonsense I 
es, estf more significance than this, / am, thou art, he is ! Then 
1 study French and German as accornplishmeiits. Is there no 
hment or utility in a knowledge of his vernacular tongue? 
hj was not James born a Frenchman ; on the Rhine ; or in 

these inquiries here^ because I have heard it said, by over- 
nts, "I wish the classics might be taught in our common 
o that we might educate 'bur children at home ;" at the same 
children of said parents (reading in the 5th Reader and cipher- 
erest) might study with profit the introduction to Sanders' 
3ook, and the art of writing numbers to the extent of one 

s also pursue too many studies at the same time, in most of 
;t schools. A child may be taught too much as well as too fast; 
jpeed too great or the load too heavy, James will fail of acquir- 
ducation which would be most serviceable to him through life, 
forward too fast, he will stumble ; if overburdened, he will tire 
ps become defoj-med. James should learn his letters before he 
IS to read ; and when he reads, should be able to spell and 
; most or all of such words as are in his lesson. He will then 
confidence, and may be taught to read with ease and elegance ; 
not till then. So in Arithmetic ; the science of numbers is pro- 
and he should learn the elements first ; he should understand 
)n, before he is allowed to proceed with division or fractions, 
me way he is not prepared to read a sum in arithmetic, and 
) its solution, unless he can read said sum correctly ; or parse 
Essay on Man, while he insists in calling horse, hoarse; 
gion ; and dairy, diary ; or for this : 

" Stand ! the ground's your own my braves ! 
Will ye give it up to slaves? 
Will ye look for greener graves? 
Hope ye mercy still?" 

mbling and hesitating: 

*« Stan ! the ground's my own, you brays I 
We will not give it up to slays ; 
Will we look for greener grays? 
Hope we for money still?" 
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The truth is, **that which is worth doing is worth doing well/! and 
order in education is of as much importance as in a household or bus* 
bandry. '* Spell, read, write and cipher;" if a child begin where he 
should leave off, he will never learn either to cipher, write, read or spell. 
Also, as spelling and pronouncing words prepares the way for reading, 
as one thing is the key to another, I would not have a scholar commence 
with spelling, reading, arithmetic, geography and grammar all at the 
same time. What is the import of these maxims : ** Haste makes waste,'' 
** make haste slowly." 

Attendance of Scholars. — The attendance of scholars at school has 
been only middling, five-sevenths of whom have attended school some por- 
tion of the year, with an average of only two-sevenths of those who draw 
" public money." I find better average attendance in schools which are 
in session more than twenty-eight weeks (just what the law requires), 
than in those which continue only this period; and the best average is 
made in such schools as are taught by the same teacher throughout the 
year. The rule is, less weeks of school give a low average; more weeks 
a better; and more weeks without a change of teacher the best average 
attendance. Hence, I add, the practice of changing teachers at almost 
every term of school is not a good one. 

Libraries. — The libraries in this district are sadly neglected and but 
little used. I cannot tell why, unless newspapers and magazines afford 
more interesting reading for the people. Some magazine, and from two 
to five newspapers are taken and read by most families. Nearly all OT 
the districts use their library money for the payment of teachers' wages* 

Teachers' Institute. — This was held at Bath, October 16th to 28trlii 
and conducted as a ** model school." The attendance, 162, was n^^ 
large, yet much larger than usual in this county. Teachers present w^^® 
of the working class, ambitious and jealous, and engaged with alacri'^^y 
in the labors of the Institute. Profs. J. W. Barker, of Buffalo, and Z. ^• 
Parker, of Bath, assisted by the Commissioners and three other teachem^ *» 
conducted the daily exercises of the Institute. The evenings we?^® 
devoted to miscellaneous matters, discussions and lectures. Among t^^® 
lecturers were the Rev. Thomas K. Beecher, of Elmira, Prof. J. Ma^^^' 
son Watson, of New York, and Dr. T. S. Lambert, of Peekskill. Ev^ ^* 
ing sessions were well attended by citizens of the village. The Instit*- ^® 
was in every way a success, and pronounced by citizens and teachers ^^^ 
interesting and profitable season. 

School Books. — There is a choice and great variety of these in cm ^"^ 
schools. Most of the books are good, but the assortment is not needed"* 
One, two and three editions of the same arithmetic and grammar, by ^^ 
many different authors, are often found in the same school, with read© ^^f 
spellers and other books in the same manner. This should not be so* ^ 
say, sir, this should not be so. This diversity of text-books in our scho<^^^ 
is a *' crying evil." There is no economy in it, if books only be taK^^ 
into account. Then the schools; yes, schools! I solemnly aflSrm the/ 
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Per by this profuBion or " confusion " of books thirty per cent. This 
I can and should be immediately removed. The schools, teachers, 
olars and the friends of education plead for its removal. My plan is 
i: Under the sanction of law, let the State take the school book mat- 
in hand. It is the duty of the State to see that the children of the 
te are educated. Why not the State then provide the ways and 
ms ? It does in part, why not in all ? A provident father provides 
perly for his household. Are not the children of the State of its 
sehold ? and shall the State be an improvident and unworthy father ? 
present Legislature caUf if it please, give us a uniformity of books 
very district school throughout the State by the first of May next, 
thereby increase the eflSciency of said schools thirty per cent., and 
J the people of New York State $100,000 annually, 
ow, let the Legislature decide: 

t. What books shall be used in our schools. 

i. Provide the means and purchase said books of the publishers at 

lesale. 

L Supply each school with a " school book library, '^ such as it may 

• 

h. Replenish said libraries when necessary. 

h. Place said libraries under the care of the teachers and trustees of 

ols, and require said books to be used as library books. 

^ith the co-operation of trustees, teachers and commissioners, this 
lod of supplying our schools with books is feasible, judicious and 
iomical. The question of economy only stands in the way. This I 
Id remove in part, for the first supply of school books, by selling the 
rict libraries (now useless and going to waste) at auction, and using 
proceeds thereof, together with the library money apportioned to 
:icts in the purchase of a i^chool book library. Then parents pay a 
iZ proJU for every school book they purchase. If they or their moneys 
at wholesale and direct from the publishers, they will need pay 
the publisher's price for books. The people of this State now pay 
ly for school books at least $600,000, on which sum the retail profU 
ot less than $100,000. Nor is this all. Now, as families change 
ience from district to district, they find it necessary also to change 
►ol books. Their children have books, but ** they are not of the right 
I." Well, it is better for them, better for their children and better for 
school that their children's books be of the "right kind;" and as a 
ter of necessity, enterprising parents furnish their children with the 
jht kind " of books. In this way many children have two or three 
nineties, geographies or reading books. This duplication of books 
8 the people of the State, again, another $100,000 yearly. Besides, 
lis way, as we now trudge along without direction or a guide, we 
1 never have what we all desire, a uniformity of hooks \n our schools; 
they must continue with what I shall term a " public nuisance," — : 
diversity of books in the same school. 
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It is said " What is everybody's business is nobody's business." Our 
schools need, and they must have a uniformity of books; but we have 
no one to direct, neither any statute to enforce the use of a single book. 
Between the likes and dislikes of children, parents, teachers, school- 
book committees and commissioners, the pecuniary interests of authors, 
publishers and book agents, the schools will go on "belter skelter" lifee, 
worried all the way with a diversity of books, till the latest generation. 
Tn a twinkling of time, the Legislature of the State, without injury to 
any one, with service done to all, can give order in place of confusion. 
Dare they do it ? — no, not dare] they dare do anything. Will they do 
it? The law, and one "State School-book Bookkeeper," to keep ac- 
counts as between districts, publishers and the people's money box, will 
be sufficient. Uniformity thus established would continue from year to 
year, and the many complaints about " buying new kinds of books would 
be obviated; commissioners, teachers and pupils could then understand 
each other, and the schools would be for once in " working order." Nor 
would the immediate expense of thus supplying books be large, as moat 
districts are already provided with books, half of which are of the " right 
kind." Besides, the auction moneys received from the sale of district 
libraries, and the library money now paid to districts, would lessen the 
expense very much. Then, if by and by it should be necessary to make 
a change of books, the State can at any time effect such change in two 
years (instead of twenty as now), without detriment to any, keeping all 
the time a uniformity of books in every school. If it becomes desirable 
to change a geography, select half of the counties of the State and fur- 
nish them with the new work desired; give the geographies on hand to 
the remaining counties for a year or two, and then supply them wit^ 
the new book also. In the way I have thus endeavored to elucidate, <^^ 
in some other, some better way, we must .have, I mean we should h*'^® 
a uniformity of books, and all of the "right kind," in all of our distri^^ 
schools. Are we blameless if we delay? 

Parental co-operation. — Parents and guardians desire good schoo*^' 
They admit and talk of the importance of education. They say " "t*^^ 
price of knowledge is far above rubies," then send their children ^ 
school, and then — no, nothing then. If they have a house to build, tk*^^ 
counsel with the builder. Is the education of their children of less i"^^^' 
portance than the erection of a home? If a showman visit their to^'^' 
they visit the showman. Are schools less worthy of their attention tl:*^ 
a hippodrome or menagerie? Parents should visit their schools, advi^ 
with their teachers, aid and encourage their children. If schools *-^ 
worth the frequent visitation of parents, how much will schools be rais^^ 
in the estimation of children 1 Some scholars play truant; pareD^fi 
should attend to such. Irregular attendance is a serious evil, wbi<^^ 
parents can remedy if they will. The young also acquire manners a^" 
habits from those older than they, by imitation; we who are grown, are 
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)le for the conduct of children. If childrer be yicious, they are 
)in choice, but instruction. If children swear^ they are not 
3ut human nature," as many suppose; they are simply repeat- 
son which has been taught to them. It is easier to be a gentle- 
a clown, and children would sooner learn gentility than clown- 
only they need teachers of manliness. It is well, then, that 
should receive the constant care, attention and solicitude of 
the judicious instruction of teachers and the friends of educa- 
h the benefits of schools as good as the bounties of the State 
: them. If one thing more than any other controls the destiny 
kte, that one thing is the education of the young. If one maxim 
re than any other, this has most significance: 

*' Tis education forms the common mind ; 
Just as the twig is bent the tree 's inclined.'^ 

hanks to your Department, with faith in the people, I trust 
sause of education will continue to receive their fostering care, 
in our future — our country's futures-only security, success 
[line. 

Truly, your obedient servant, 

RIPLEY H. CALKINS, 
N. Y., Nov, 28, 1866. School Commissioner, 



STEUBEN COUNTY-^Seoond District. 

L Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 
pliance with the requirements of the Department, I have the 
make the following Report in relation to the common schools 
strict: 

ire in this District 8,891 children of school age; 7,036 of that 
,re reported as having attended school during the year. This 
iecrease of the number of children in the District, but an in- 
their attendance on the schools. Of the 119 school districts in 
mbly District, one employs 15 and one 3 teachers at the same 
ee more have 2 teachers each, while each of the others sustain 
chool. There are, however, a number of the latter districts 
Id have two teachers each, during the winter term, and need 
n summer. I think some of them might be induced to sustain 
ols at the same time for 14 or 16 weeks, if they could receive 
trict quota as a stimulant in addition to what they now receive. 
[LLs. — I have yet heard no complaints of rate-bills; but the 
living, and other causes, have raised teachers' wages from 30 
jr cent., and if the public money is not correspondingly in- 
rate-bills must become burdensopae in most districts, and may 
2ans of materially diminishing the attendance on our public 
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School Houses. — Eighty of the school houses in this district are E]i3.<Je 
and kept comfortable, and some of them are convenient for the purposes 
designed. The remainder are either old log or miserable frame stroc- 
tares, many of them badly located, poorly repaired, inconvenient, un- 
comfortable, and entirely unfit for school purposes; teachers and pupils 
suffer severely in them during the cold weather. 

Apparatus. — The supply of apparatus in some schools is ample, but in 
most cases consists only of blackboards, with a few maps and charts* 

Text-books. — A great variety of books have formerly been used, l:>iit 
teachers are now almost unanimously in favor of a uniformity of t^:^t- 
books, and have been able to bring about a change so that now 'ft^le 
books generally in use are Robinson's series of Arithmetic, Brown's 
Grammar, Monteith and McNally's Geographies, Sanders' series of 
Union Readers and Spellers. 

Pupils generally begin their attendance on the schools at from five to 
seven years of age, and end at from 15 to 20. During the four or five 
latter years, they generally only attend the winter terms. 

Teachers. — There have been employed during the current year 263 
teachers : 26 of these are males. About 80 of them make teaching" a 
permanent employment, ninety per cent of whom are females. 

Teachers' Wages. — Males receive from $8 to $12 per week, excluding 
board, or from $5 to $7 and board. Females receive from $5 to $7| 
excluding board, or from $2 to $5 and board round, as it is called. Tlic 
latter practice (as it deserves) is becoming more and more unpopala^r 
with the teachers and patrons generally. Wages in summer and wint^i? 
do not vary much. 

Many more teachers attended the Institute this year than last ; p^^' 
haps noticing the fact that teachers who attend Institutes and Associ -^" 
tions for the purpose of qualifying themselves, demand and receive 3^^ 
per cent more wages than those who stay at home because they cann^^'' 
afford to go. There is an increasing demand for good teachers, wi*^^ 
offers of liberal wages. 

Examinations. — My examinations are both oral and written. I spec^^^ 
a half day with each class. I am confined to the subjects laid down ^^^^^ 
the Code of Public Instruction. Teachers are generally better prepar^^ 
to teach arithmetic and grammar, and more deficient in orthograph; 
than other branches. Most of the certificates granted are of the secoi 
grade, with a few of the first and third. 

Academies. — ^There are two academies in this Assembly district. Tl 
Corning Free Academy is the most flourishing institution in the count 
and numbers about 126 students, ranging from 12 to 25 years of a| 
The studies are those generally pursued at academies. The building" 
a large frame, conveniently arranged for the comfort and accommo* 
tion of teachers and pupils, valued at $8,000. It has a library, 
good philosophical and chemical apparatus. The Principal, Prof. 
Wildman, receives a salary of $1,000; First Assistant, $400j Secox24 
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3 ; Third, $275. It is supported by its share of the literary and 
mon school funds, tuition of foreign scholars, and the balance by 
upon the property of the district. 

he Addison Academy has only been running a little more than one 
', but it has made commendable progress. During the last term, it 
ibered over 100 students. Its support is derived from tuition fees 

individual contributions. 

EcivATE Schools. — 1 have to report only 11 private schools, with 131 
ils in attendance; which shows a decrease as reported last year. 
REE Schools. — There is one Union Free School in district No. 9, 
ling, located in the village of Corning, organized by special act of 
Legislature. The trustees report 1,489 children residing in the dis- 
:, and that 1,297 have attended school during the year. The school 
ivided into four departments, primary, intermediate, grammar and 
iemical. This school is the most successful, best managed and sus- 
ed of any in the county, and educates and sends out the best teachers 
lis Assembly district. 

[fiRARiES. — Only the larger districts continue to add to the number of 
Z8 in their libraries : the smaller ones all use the library money ia 
Ment of teachers' wages. The school district libraries are of very 
3 benefit to the inhabitants of this Assembly district; and the money 
inded for books, in my opinion, could be applied with more profit to 
e other educational interest. The people continue to favor the one 
tee system. 

DUNTY Institute. — The Institute was held at Bath, commencing the 
L day of October, and continuing ten days. The exercises were 
aly conducted by Prof. Z. L. Parker of the Union School at Bath, 

Prof. Barker of Buffalo, assisted by Prof.* J. M. Watson of New 
k and Prof. H. M. Bennett of Painted Post Union School. Instruc- 
s were given on all subjects usually studied in district schools. The 
itute was enlivened with lectures by Dr. Lambert of Poughkeepsie, 
. T. K. Beecher of Elmira, Prof. J. M. Watson of New York, Prof, 
th of Prattsburgh, Rodney Dennis, Esq., of Hornellsville, and Profs. 
ker and Barker of the Institute. The teachers in attendance, and 
sens of Bath and vicinity, manifested an unusual interest in the 
rcises and lectures. The Institute was well attended, and was an 
resting and profitable one to the teachers of Steuben county. 
ETAiL OF Labors. — In reference to my labors as School Commissioner, 
bu only say that I have endeavored to devote my time and energies 
•remote the cause of education in my district, and especially to raise 
standard of the common schools. During the past year, I have made 

visitations of schools, gone twice into each town to meet teachers 
examination, once to distribute blanks and registers, once (and in. 
e towns twice) to gather up trustees' reports. I have done my 
e of apportioning the public money, made abstracts of trustees' 

Issem. No. 90.] 22 . 
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reports, attended the County Institute and Teachers' Association, g^'^^ 

finally I have endeavored faithfully to perform the duties belongiDg- '^^ 
the office. 

Eespectfully submitted, 

WM. M. SHERWOOD, 

School Commiamm 
WooDHULL, Jan. 18, 1866. 



SUFFOLK COUNTY— First District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir — Not seeing any practical utility in merely giving you, in my 
written report, a synopsis of the financial and statistical statements 
already forwarded to you, I shall content myself with making a jToiir 
general observations and suggestions in regard to the cause of educafcioji. 
One of the most perplexing subjects connected with the instruction of 
the young, is the great diversity of text-books to be found in the scbocl 
room. Each teacher is generally strongly attached to the books with 
which he or she is most familiar; hence changes are frequently made 3t 
considerable expense and trouble to parents, and with little or no profit 
to the children. Many of these changes are effected in consequence of 
the extraordinary inducements offered to teachers by the publisherfi. 
This evil might well be endured did it but seldom occur in the samedis" 
trict; but it becomes almost intolerable when we know that each sta-^ 
ceeding teacher is ready to recommend some new work by a new author- 
It seems to me this evil may be radically cured in a very simple mm^'^ 
ner. A complete series of text-books, in every respect adapted to o'«J^ 
common schools, might be easily prepared by competent authors, und^ 
the immediate supervision of the Superintendent of Public Instructicr 
and then let this series be published by the State, and the books be fi 
nished to each district at the cost of publication, or even gratis, t 
amount being deducted from the public money. I am of the opinion tl^ ^ 
the money thus expended would be more productive of beneficial resul 
and would do more to enhance the interests of education throughout 
State, than that which is now paid for instruction. 

Two sessions of the Institute, of one week's duration each, have b^ 
held in the county the past year. The Commissioners exerted themsel' 
most strenuously to insure the attendance of all the teachers within tli 
jurisdiction. A large number of them, in the second district, witb^- 
commendable zeal and a praiseworthy interest in the cause of educati 
were prompt and regular in their attendance ; while many in the ^ 
district, manifesting a spirit of indifference, which is truly surprisi:*^^ 
either kept entirely aloof from this means of improvement or made bmjm't^^ 
hasty visit, merely to satisfy a foolish curiosity, or perchance to ob'fc' ^ '^ 
a certificate. Experience thus plainly shows that unless by sheer c^<^^ 
pulsion, there are many teachers who will never avail themselves o£ ^'^^ 
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in^v^fikltiable benefits to be derived at the Institutes. That the State has 
tlio power and the THghi to compel such attendance, or, as a penalty for 
refctsal, to withhold licenses to teach, can hardly be called in question by 
ai:iy one. The cost to the State of holding an Institute is the same, be 
tine Attendance what it may; and, if it be profitable for one teacher to 
a.'t't^nd these exercises, it is equally so for all. If the Commissioners 
iF^epe intrusted with the authority to refuse certificates to all teachers 
ex:oept those who punctually attend the Institute, I am confident that 
tlie cause of education would be greatly benefited thereby. 

Tlie books in the various libraries are truly in a sad condition, and are 

of little value as educational agents, being seldom if ever perused by 

parents or children. If the library money were wholly appropriated to 

the purchase of suitable apparatus, as maps, charts, blackboards, globes, 

©tc., the ehange would be highly beneficial. 

rrhe apportionment of one-half of the public money, based upon the 
actual attendance, is a step in the right direction. The State makes 
appropriations for the purpose of educating its children, and why should 
iK>t those who avail themselves of the advantages thus presented be 
more entitled to share them than those who care nothing for them ? 
There evidently is no sound reason why that child, who is daily roaming 
about the streets in idleness and in ignorance, should be credited with 
the same amount of public money as the one who is punctual in its 
attendance at school. To do so is to make no distinction between the 
indiistrious and intelligent and the lazy and stupid. The school law 
cannot be too soon amended so as to apportion all the public money on 
^o basis of actual attendance. 

In conclusion, I may add that the cause of education is making slow 
^ut healthful progress. The old theories and system (or rather want of 
system), with its stereotyped forms, are giving way to new methods of 
^Df^parting instruction, wherein the classifications are so natural and 
complete as to greatly facilitate the acquisition of knowledge. The peo- 
P'e are really beginning to understand that " knowFedge is power," and 
^'jat internal feuds and rebellions are the legitimate offspring of ignor- 
*nce. The stability of the Republic depends upon the intelligence and vir- 
tue of its citizens; and in no way can these be so effectually fostered and 
P^'onnoted as by educating all the children of the State. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Yours truly, 

CORDELLO D. ELMER, 

School Commissioner, 
Geeenpobt, L. L, December 28, 1865. 
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SUFFOLK COUNTY— Second District. 

Hon. Victor M. Rice, SupL of Public Instruction : 

Sir — In accordance with instructions received from the Deparimen.'t, I 
respectfully submit the following Report : 

Common Schools. — I am satisfied that the cause of common schools i n 
this district has materially advanced during the last twelve months. I 
have come to this conclusion from the following facts, which are fcnr^o 
manifest to be questioned: 1st. There has been an increased demand f^c=3r 
well qualified teachers, and a greater willingness on the part of truste^^^^ 
to pay them when obtained. 2d. There has been more earnestness on tlSMi® 
part of teachers themselves to become cflScient in theyrwork. 3d. ^ 

number of schools have made a decided advance in attendance, disu^^ci- 
pline and literary culture. 

Normal Schools. — Four teachers went this fall to the State Norm ^cnal 
School. There were no applicants for appointments in the spring. 

Union Free Schools. — Four have been established during the pa^^^st 
year, the only ones in this district, viz : 

No. 8, in the town of Islip: organized March 10, 1865. It has one 
partment and six trustees. Acting Secretary, Felix Dominy, Pena 
quit, L. I. This district lies on the South bay, opposite Fire island, 
has a population of 230 pupils. The school house is most unfortunat 
located, and wholly inadequate to the wants of the district. 

No. 13, also of Islip : organized March 18, 1865. -It has one dep^^rt- 
ment and three trustees. Acting Secretary, Horace Pike, Suffolk ^^fa- 
tion, L. I. The district lies at Central Islip on the Long Island rr- ail- 
road. Population, 49 pupils. 

No. 2, of Islip: organized September 22, 1865 ; has two departm^ute 
and three trustees. Acting Secretary, Charles C. Smith, Islip, L*. J. 
The district is in the village of Islip, with a population of 200 pup/fe 
The school house is new, commodious and pleasantly situated. The 
school is in a prosperous condition. 

No. 12, also of Islip, was organized under a special act passed April 
17, 1865 (chapter 455, Laws of 1865.) It has one department and three 
trustees. Acting Secretary, Robert W. Pearsall, Thompson station, L. 
I. Population, 74. The district lies at Brentwood, on the Long Island 
railroad. The school house is well fenced, and has. the finest play- 
ground in this commissioner district, and the only one in the town 
that is fenced. 

The Huntington Union School is not a free school. It is sustained by 
the interest of a fund with which it was some years ago endowed, by its 
quota of the public money, and by a small charge for tuition. It was 
organized under a special act passed April 13th, 1857 (chapter 386, 
Laws of 1857). It has six trustees. Mr. Smith Woodhull is President 
of the Board. The district is a union of School Districts Nos. 3, 4 and 
6 of Huntington. It has a population of 684 pupils, and an average 
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Laily attendance of 219. There are nine teachers employed in four 
separate departments: 1. The High School; 2. The Intermediate; 3. 
Che Primary; 4. The Colored Department. Four of the teachers hold 
state certificates. The school house is well fenced and beautifully 
ocated. 

Colored Schools. — ^Besides the colored department in the Huntington 
School, there is but one, which is in District No. 23, in the town of 
Buntington. 

Teachers. — The whole number of teachers employed in this district 
during the school year just passed was 133, of whom 36 were males and 
d*l females. Of these, 20 were not Suffolk county teachers, and were 
Dnly temporarily engaged. Of the whole number, 84 were professional 
teachers; 16 of whom have discontinued, or are teaching in other coun- 
ties. They were graded as follows: Holding State certificates, 9; Nor- 
mal school, 3; first grade, 11; second grade, 58; third grade, 51; without 
license, 2. Only three of those holding the first grade received it from 
me. Of the 12 holding the highest certificates, but four have attended 
the Institute; of the first grade, but 6; of the second grade, 35; and of 
the third grade, 21: in all, 66. 

These statistics show, that of which I have had abundant evidence 
from other facts, that the second grade teachers, as a class, are the 
most enterprising and useful in the profession. They show also the in- 
expediency of conferring the highest grades (or certificates for a longer 
period than one year) upon any but those devoted to their calling. 

Trustees. — Of the 81 districts where school has been kept the past 
year, but 21 have retained the same teachers during that period. Of 
the remaining 60, six have employed three, and one four teachers at 
different times. This changing of teachers is unquestionably a grievous 
^rror. I have reason to suppose that, in 13 districts, the object was to 
lave a male teacher in the winter; yet this is not the chief cause, for in 
t9 districts where changes were made, there was no change in regard 
o sex. In some instances teachers of unquestionable qualifications 
4a ve justly remonstrated against this practice. Trustees and patrons 
\o not begin to estimate the serious disadvantages resulting to their 
ichools by persisting in such a course. So thoroughly am I convinced 
:>f this, that I will guarantee to any district a better school under an 
ordinary third grade teacher steadily employed, than will be obtained 
from employing the highest grade teachers for short periods, at least so 
Far as the ordinary branches are concerned. 

School Registers. — I have, during my visits, paid particular attention 
lo the registers, and believe them to have been accurately kept. 

Attendance. — I am of opinion that the new law, apportioning one- 
iliird of the public money upon the basis of attendance^ has already 
operated very beneficially in many districts, and that its good result 
will be far more apparent the coming year. In district No. I of Brook- 
haven, with a condensed population of 112 pupils, the average attend- 
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ance was 21 J. In No. 11 of the same town, with a scattered population 
of 73, there was an average of 26. The trustee of No. 11, upon r»y 
asking him the reason of this, replied, that in his district " they shoved 
their children into the school." I recommend that all the pnhlic mon^y 
be apportioned on the average attendance. 

Instttutes. — Two sessions of the Teachers' Institute were held in tliis 
county, each continuing one week. 

The Spring Session was held at Riverhead, commencing April 10. JDr. 
Gruikshank was conductor, and Mr. A. G. Merwin assistant. Dr. T. Hi. 
Lambert lectured upon Physiology, The usual subjects were presen-fcod 
at this session, and to the same number of attendants that assembled 
last year, namely, 12. We then instituted measures to secure for 't.Iie 
future a larger attendance, and to systematize our exercises which wore 
carried out at the next session with considerable success. 

The Autumn Session was held at Patchogue, commencing 8epteiEil>er 
4th — Dr. James Cruikshank conductor, assisted by Miss H. L. D. Potter 
on Elocution, and Mr. A. 6. Merwin on Language and Intellectoal 

m 

Arithmetic. There were 88 teachers in attendance, 75 of whom ^v^ere 
from this district. The following order of exercises was observed with 
great regularity and promptness : 

Morning Session, 

9 o'clock. Roll call. Opening exercises. 

9:15. Professional Lectures. 9:45. Rest; Calisthenics. 

9:50. Reading and Elocution. 10:30. Rest and Singing. 
10:35. Primary and Practical Arithmetic. 
11:20. Grammar; Sentential Structure and Analysis. 

Afternoon Session, 
2 o'clock. Singing. 

2:10. Geography ; Map Drawing. 2:45. Rest. 
2:50. Intellectual Arithmetic. 3:30. Rest and Singing. 
8:40. Class exercises, in sections; Criticisms. 
4:05. Extempore Compositions and Sub-lectures. 
4:25. Miscellaneous, as 

1. Primary Reading; 2. Orthography; 3. Penmanship; 4.Fo' 
and Drawing; 5. History; 6. Civil Government. 

The professional lectures were upon the following subjects, viz : 

1. The Faculties to be Educated. 

2. The Means for their Development. 

3. The Philosophy of Teaching. 

4. Recitations : The Teacher and Pupil. 

5. How to Teach Elementary Studies. 

6. Organization, Classification and Management of Schools; Relatic^ 
of Teacher and Trustees ; Keeping School Register. , 

At the opening of the session, each teacher having been number^ ^^^ 

was provided with a printed order of exercises, and the means of taki ^^^^^j 

notes. Regular attendance and punctuality were insisted upon, lu 

well observed; the roll being called at the opening of the exercis 

both in the morning and the afternoon. The Superintendent of Pah^ 
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iciion was present most of the session, and contributed much to 
iterest and efficiency of the Institute. 

70uld speak, sir, in complimentary terms of all who officiated upon 
occasion, and would designate the particulars wherein they seve- 
excelled, did I not labor daily under the firm conviction, that how- 
much a school official may do to advance the cause of education, 
ever may be his position or his pay, he at best but does his duty, 
porting the proceedings of an Institute (as, in fact, of any literary 
ocation), there is a natural proneness to commend somewhat beyond 
trict limits of impartiality. I have in this instance endeavored to 
d against that tendency. By instinct and from education I enter- 
an invincible dislike to associations of any kind partaking of the 
lal admiration order. Institutes especially, that they may accom- 
the good of which they are capable, must be carefully protected 
1st fulsomeness of this sort. I know that the session at Patchogue 
resulted in much practical good to the cause of education in this 
ict; and I call upon the Department, and through it upon the Legis- 
e, to give increased encouragement to this branch of public iostruc- 

ic Teachers' Association held its sessions in the evening; a practice 

h, owing to want of sufficient time for the purposes for which it was 

jlished, will I think soon be discontinued. 

HooL Commissioner. — I make it a point to visit every school twice, 

many three or four times in the course of the year. I devote from 

to six hours to a visit, as the necessities of the case may re- 

3. In making these visitations, and in discharging other duties of 

)ffice, I have traveled during the past year 1,556 miles. In respect 

ranting certificates, I still pursue the practice indicated in my last 

rt, and hold semi-annual examinations for that purpose. In fine, 

hat a School Commissioner is called upon to do, I have endeavored 

srform with strict fidelity. In the discharge of these duties, I have 

h to be thankful for in the encouragement received from the Depart- 

t and in the cheerful co-operation of many zealous teachers, trustees 

patrons of education throughout the district, 

I of which is respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS S. MOUNX, 

School Commissioner, 
ONY Brook, L, L, Dec. 28, 1865, 



TIOGA COUNTY. 

V. M. Rice, Superintendeni of Public Instruction: 

compliance with yonx instruction^ I have the honor to submit the 
wing Report. There are, in the county of Tioga, 152 school dis- 
s, I have received reports from 146. 
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Attendance. — Whole number of pupils of school age in the county 
reported, is 9,169. Number attending school during the year, 1,5^ ^ ', 
average number in attendance, 3,425.818, or about 45 percent. 

To account for the average attendance being so small, would reqa ^irc 
an enumeration of all the difficulties lying in the pathway of popular or 
unpopular education of the present day. Among the more potent caui^t^^s 
are, dilapidated condition of school houses; ill-arrangement and unsigh ^ >j 
furniture of school rooms; a perfect destitution of apparatus and majp-^* 
a want in proper supply and uniformity of text-books; a general apa^lzft j 
of patrons in respect to their most solemn obligations to their offspri. 
an inability on the part of teachers to infuse into their pupils an ev^ 
living love for study, and arouse the parents to a just conception of tb^ir 
duties and higher interests. 

Some of the schools of Tioga county are decidedly improving. Manj 
are willitig to pay higher prices to secure better qualified teachei*s; 
while there seems to be a corresponding desire an the part of teacher* 
to qualify themselves better, that they may be entitled to advanced pa^. 
Patrons are manifesting deeper interest in, and sustain the teacher 
more promptly and cheerfully. Others, and not so few either as I coiil^ 
wish, have no perceptible change. I cannot think any one need fe^^ 
that some of these schools will become any worse. The engagement <^ 
a new teacher is keenly watched, and the wages paid is their first co^^^ 
sideration. Should the pay exceed their penurious judgment, th^y 
decide not to send to school. Others, in the same district, more gem- 
rous and noble, are filled with disgust, and unwisely subside into tl 
most stolid indifference. In some districts, so long as our school hous* 
remain as they are, the schools will not improve, but rather grow wori 
if possible. Three new frame school bouses, during the past year, ha' 
been erected ; two of which have been accepted. Over the acceptan- 
of the other, the district are engaged in an unhappy quarrel. It woa 
indeed be paradoxical to find a district perfectly harmonious. If 
rosity, kindliness and charity could for one year take the place of pei 
riousness, jealousy and unwholesome criticism, the mark of a new e^ 
would be stamped upon our common schools. If trustees would 
their part of the work promptly and faithfully, and allow the Conira 
sioner to do his without interference, all parties would be better satisfie^^ 
and more beneficial results speedily realized. 

With mortification I confess, that from observation and notes tak:^ ^^^ 
in my visitation, there is a very grave and censurable inaccuracy '^^ 
many of the trustees' reports. In some cases, for so gross inaccun 
I can only account, on the supposition that the whole report, both fioj 
cial and statistical, is simply guess work. Such is very evident fr<^^ 
the fact, that in at least one-third of the reports, the annual apporti- cx^' 
ment is not correctly stated. 

Text-books. — Two agents, at my instance and request, labored nesLT'lf 
four months during last winter and spring, to effect a uniformity of tG:^ ^' 




SUPEBINTBNDBNT OF PUBLIC INSTBUCTION. S46 

IcB, exchaDging Sanders' Union Series of Headers for Parker and 
.tson's and Sanders' Old and New Series; Robinson's Arithmetic, for 
^mpson's; Clark's Grammar for Brown's; McNally's Geography, for 
^ other which might be found. The work has not been thoroughly 
ojnplished at present; one season more, and I trust the uniformity 

I be complete. 

^ppARATus.—The amount and value of the apparatun in our schools, do 
, justify me in an attempt to describe it. 

Union Free Schools. — The Union Free School at Owego went into 
oration one year last October, and is thus far successful beyond the 
at sanguine hopes of its earnest supporters. The formation, however, 
this district, has perplexed and embarrassed two other districts, which 

II need much nursing to insure life. Inasmuch as the Commissioner 
s not consulted in the alteration and formation of the Union School, 
1 being young and naturally modest, he has been anxiously waiting 

the trustees of these sundered parts to suggest some feasible change 
which the aggrieved parties might enjoy school facilities equal to 
ir former opportunities. 

t is earnestly hoped that other large villages of our county, will 
tate Owego in her Free School System, except the sundering of 
onsulted districts. 

tATE-BiLLs. — Another year's experience has convinced the Commissioner 
t in certain enlightened localities, schools may be easily lengthened 
ond 28 weeks, and money in addition to their apportionment for 
iient instruction, be easily raised by rate-bills; but in other localities, 
L they are not few, when it becomes known that a teacher has been 
raged at a price four or eight shillings per week, more than they have 
■ n in the habit of giving, regardless of high prices in other things, 
qualifications of the person, " a doleful noise " is heard, and 
Idren are kept at home because ** their schooling is coming so high." 
J^stees frequently make the strongest and culminating arguments in 
or of the cheapest instruction. **I can pay no higher wages for a 
'Cher, if I do, the people will not send to school." 
Academies. — The Academies located in this county are evidently in a 
>sperouB condition, judging from the number of students in attendance. 
G thing in respect to these schools is gratifying to learn, that teach- 
are not only improving in their modes of instruction, but are return- 
to those good and excellent ways of our fathers, who welcomed into 
Jr schools. Mental Arithmetic, Reading and Spelling, and worshiped 
se as the tenets of all correct teaching. If they were not with them 
"^e plus ultra, they were surely the sine qua non in all their educational 
**k. One improvement I would most respectfully suggest to these 
^<iemies ; that as a general thing, they allow their Normal class to 
^^ no other studies than those prescribed by the Regents; and that 
^ instructors of these classes should conduct, if not all, the most of 
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their exercises orally. Neither teacher or pupil should be allowed to 
have a book in the recitation. 

Teachers' Institute '---The usual amount of advertising and circulsLTd 
set forth the wants of the teachers, und promised them the advantages 
of the best instruction the county afforded. All necessary arrangenjeir^^'ts 
were made; even boarding-places secured, and prices of board adv^i:- 
tised. On the second of October the Institute commenced, and, to ^luc 
astonishment of the Commissioner, only seventy six were present "t*!:!.^ 
first day, after which, the number increased to 104; but in justice -to 
those who were present, I would say, they were the noble and tri^c 
hearted of the county; those whose services are appreciated, and oozkh 
mand the highest wages. 

The Commissioner was assisted the first week by Commissioner 
Snyder of Tompkins, Prof. Hoose of Lima, and Prof. Williams of Ithaoa 
Academy; the second week by Rev. T. K. Beecher of Elmira. The ser- 
vices of these gentlemen were eminently successful and thoroughly 
appreciated by the members of the Imstitute, who acknowledged by reso* 
lution their indebtedness to the same. 

The following gentlemen lectured during the session : 

Eev. T. K. Beecher, two lectures: Subjects, ''Compulsory Education 
necessary for the perpetuity of Republican Institutions;" "School 
Organization and Management." Prof. J. H. Hoose, of Lima: Sii^ 
ject, ''Responsibility and Duties of the Teacher." Rev. Solon Cob T^* 
Subject, ''The Teacher's Work." Rev. M. Bulkley:, Subject, "Menij 
ory.'' Prof. S. G. Williams, of Ithaca: Subject, "Patrick Henr3r-' 
Mr. Bean, Commissioner of Owego Union School: Subject, "How *o 
be successful as a Teacher." 

Feeling that we could not supply 152 schools of the county from 1 ^* 
teachers, should all receive a license and see fit to engage in teaching, ^^^^ 
were forced to appoint another session, which commenced at Waverly t>to^ 
second week in November, and continued two weeks. Rev. Mr. Bem^^* 
rendered the Institute excellent service the first week. Prof. Varn^y* 
of Waverly Institute, assisted the second week. The greater part ^^ 
the instruction, however, was given bj' the Commissioner. 

Rev. T. K. Beecher delivered during the session a lecture entitled " C> "•^^ 
Story." Rev. Solon Cobb delivered one lecture: Subject, "The Dutx^^ 
of the Teacher." Rev. Wm. Searles, of Ithaca, lectured: Subj^^^*' 
"There is a Divinity which shapes our Ends." Dr. C. T. Bliss: ^^^^^, 
ject, "School and Family Government." Dr. L. P. Hawley, lectur^^' 
Subject, "The Air we breathe." F. P. Kinney: Subject, "State »^^^ 
National Government." 

The success of this last session was quite satisfactory, both to 'tb^ 
Commissioner and all the members of the Institute. The amount ^^ 
work done by the members was unparalleled in my experience of h.oI^' 
ing or attending Institutes. Teachers manifested the deepest intere^^ 
from the beginning to the close, and universally declared themselves 
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;r prepared for their winter campaign. The spirit of the teachers 
be seen by a few resolutions, closing a usually long series: 

^solved J That the object of school government is to secure the greatest 
mt of intellectual, moral and physical good; that we believe that 
^s teachers, are in a great degree responsible for the intellectual 
rth, moral training and physical development of those children 
?d nnder our care. 

f«o/vet/, That the standard of our common schools ought to be ele- 
d; and this can only be done by a more thorough preparation for 
jvork. 

isolvedf That we open our schools each day by reading the Scriptures, 
iug, and reciting the Lord's Prayer. 

^solvedf That Reading is not as thoroughly taught in our common 
ols as it should be; and that we, the Teachers of Tioga county, will 
tavor to follow the instructions in reading given us at this Institute, 
lat our scholars become proficient in the art and better understand 
t they read. 

eiiolvedj That Mental Arithmetic should be more generally introduced 
thoroughly taught than at present. 

esolvedf That we will endeavor to be as thorough in teaching our 
ective schools, as our Commissioner has been in conducting this 
itute. 

XAMiNATiONs AND QUALIFICATIONS. — One hundred and ninety-eight 
rent teachers have been examined during the year; 23 received first 
le certificates; 89, second grade; and 41, third grade. Twenty-two 
ises, granted by other Commissioners, have been endorsed. Teachers 
eneral, whose services are in ready demand, are seeking every oppor- 
ty of improvement; their qualifications for, and efficiency in their 
tj, are noticeably progressive term by term. But there are exceptions 
his class, who seek to evade every opportunity for improvement; 
• are seldom seen at a Teachers' Institute or Association; they are 
arkable for finding "unavoidable" employment, or ''necessary de- 
ion at home," during the time of these sessions. It is very nnfor- 
4te for them that their services in teaching the youth are so little 
reciated, especially by the Commissioner, and truly fortunate for 
ie who desire cheap instruction, for they are ready to engage at the 
. bid. 

ABOR. — Twelve public examinations and 18 private, during the year; 
different teachers licensed; 189 licenses granted; 22 certificates 
orsed ; two sessions of two weeks each of Teachers' Institute, and 
e Teachers' Associations of two days each (attended with remarka- 
success), held; 232 visitations reported by the trustees, and nine in 
tion to these reported made; many letters written; .apportionments 
ublic money, and interpretation of trustees' reports for your Depart' 
t, constitute somewhat of the Commissioner's labor. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. J. LANG, School Commissioner, 
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TOMPKINS COUNTY. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — In compliance with the requireraents of the Departing nl 
the following Report is respectfully submitted: 

There are in this county 159 districts, 165 of which hare maintaiiziet 
school 28 weeks or more; 40 of these, 28 weeks, or just long enougti tc 
■share in the public money. 

Condition of Schools. — Although the schools in my county are not all 
what I could wish them to be, yet I can see a marked improvement in 
many; and this seems quite general throughout the county. I am grati- 
fied to know that the teachers manifest a desire to be more thorough 
with their pupils; to advance them slowly and cautiously; and to keep, 
in a tidy and orderly manner, the school room and grounds. Many trus- 
tees are more zealous to secure ambitious and experienced teachers, and 
show a willingness to amply reward them for their labor. 

Teachers. — There have taught in this county, during this year, d 
males and 262 females; 12 of these teachers hold State certificates, foox 
having diplomas from the State Normal School. I am sorely annoyed 
with a class of teachers who will risk their abilitv to teach, and accof^* 
ingly secure a situation, and even venture to open the school and tear<3li 
four or five weeks without a license from me or any Commissioner. Sotxic 
of these, and indeed many, are those who receive the loivest grade ^^ 
certificate. 

Private Schools. — Fifteen, with 491 pupils. 

School Houses. — A few school houses have been built during the ye^ 
and all of these are pleasant, comfortable and convenient. The blac? 
boards in many schools are small and old, and hence seldom us^ 
although much needed. The school apparatus is not always what 
should be; and, occasionally, I find a teacher who has not the slights 
idea of its use. Many make use of globes and maps, and this furnisl: 
both pleasure and profit to the children. 

Text-books. — Wright's Orthography, Union Readers and Spellf 
Brown's Grammar, McNally and Monteith's Geography, Robinsc 
Mathematics, and Spencerian Penmanship. An effort is being ir 
to secure a uniformity of text-books thoughout the schools of 
county. One great cause of the diversity seems to have been this, 
that so many of the teachers were familiar with only one author's ' 
and cotisequently introduced and taught their favorite books. 

Libraries. — A few are kept in a tolerable condition, but mai 
entirely in disrepute. Most districts use their library money tc 
paying the teachers' wages. 

Examinations are conducted, so far as is practicable, in writi 
the use of both oral and printed questions. I find applicants ' 
fully deficient in the Science of Teaching. There have been 31 
cants; licensed 228; being 90 for six months, 122 for one year 
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> years and seven for three years; refused four, indorsed none; pro- 
ed State license for four. There seems to be a sad deficiency in what 
ching really is, and in what manner subjects should be presented to 

mind of the pupil. At each succeeding examination, each teacher 
expected to be able to obtain a higher standard of qualification than 
the preceding one. 

Schools. — The whole number of children in this county is 10,316; of 
otn, 1,939 have attended school during the year, with a daily average 
endance of 3,484. The whole number of days' attendandance is 
>,618. I find that those schools which are longest maintained during 
i year, consist of the most thorough and intelligent scholars, and that 
lally there the highest wages are paid. 

[nstitutes. — An Institute of II days was held here last fall, consisting 
170 teachers. The Instructors were Prof S. G. Williams, A. J. Lang, 
i J. Graves. The Evening Lecturers were Revs. W. Searles, Reed, 
trtsough, T. K. Beecher and W. C. Steele. Prof S. G. Williams ad- 
nced many fine and valuable ideas in his daily lectures upon the 
ciilties to be educated, and the Means for their development. The 
tire session seemed a complete success. Much interest was manifested 

all the members and by many citizens. The Teachers came, ap- 
rently, to be benefited; and I think not one went away dissatisfied, 
lose who attend most regularly the Institutes are those who are most 
ught for, and who are paid the highest wages. 

Commissioner's Duties. — During the past year, I have visited 318 
hools, or an average of two visits to each school ; with a few excep- 
ms, I have visited each twice. I have held examinations in each town, 
th spring and fall, and they are generally well attended. 

Very respectfully, 

A. SNYDER, School Commissioner. 



ULSTER COUNTY— FiKST District. 

Kingston, Dec, 30, 1865. 

^^. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 
I^ear Sir — In compliance with duty, I have the honor to submit the 
blowing General Report of the condition of the schools in this district, 
Pplementary to the Annual Statistical Report made to your Department 
required by law at the close of the school year: 
^wing to a want of proper data heretofore, the condition of the schools 
the preceding year is given by comparison in the present report. 
Common Schools. — Number of school districts in First Assembly dis-* 
*^^> 48. Number of teachers engaged at the same time, 73; at diflfer- 
*t periods during the year, 113 — of whom 44 were males, 69 females. 
^^ thing preventing the progress of the schools is the too frequent 
^ange of teachers. 
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Private Schools. — The number of private schools has not diminished^ 
but the pupils attending number 193 below the previous year's report. 
This is owing partly to taxation and partly to increased facilities of tbe 
district schools, ten teachers having been added to the number of la.st 
year. 

Attendance. — Number of children of school age, 10,819, being 58 abo've 
the former year; of such number, 6,416 attended during the school yea-r, 
being an increase of pupils in one year of 367, with an average daily cd- 
tendance of 2,752.453, which average will, I believe, be very mtach 
increased when trustees and employers generally realize that in the sli^ 
portionment of school moneys to be made hereafter, "one-half the si-Tm 
sent to each county on the basis of population, will be distribni^cd 
among the districts upon the average daily attendance at school durixig 
the preceding school year." 

Rate-bills. — School employers have become so accustomed to receive 
the aid of public money, that in some districts it is expected that 1;he 
teacher should be wholly paid by it; consequently school, in such clis- 
tricts, is continued just long enough to absorb the public money. Occa- 
sionally employers are induced, through fear of a rate-bill, to absent 
their children from school, when it begins to appear that the public 
money will not defray the teacher's wages. Although the attendance is 
materially affected, yet I cannot say the popular sentiment is wholly in 
opposition to a rate-bill. But this, from authentic evidence, I am can- 
strained to believe, that where the taxable property of the district is 
made to bear the expenses of a school, a greater interest is manifest i» 
the cause of education, and, as a consequence, better schools are stES- 
tained. It is therefore to be hoped that ere long, everywhere, the weal tJo^ 
of the land will be applied to the education of the masses. 

Union Free Schools. — We have, as per oflScial report, 22 free schoo *^ 
or departments organized under the free school law and special ac^^» 
and all in such good condition as to induce me to encourage a genef^' 
organization of the schools under such system. 

In this connection I would make especial mention of the "Kingst^^ 
School District,'' organized under the aforesaid Act. I am proud to 
able to state that under the management of an efficient Board of Educ^ 
tion, a competent Superintendent, and an eminently qualified and fit^ 
^elected corps of Principals and Assistants, the organization is sustaS 
ing under its control 19 teachers with commendable success; embodyi^^^^^ ^ 
under such control a Free Academy, which bids fair to become, unA- 
the care of the present principal, the pride of the State — a school cbe 
enough for the poorest, and good enough for the richest, adapted ali 
to the poor and the rich. 

Teachers. — About one-fifth of the teachers employed during the pi* 
ent year pursue teaching as a profession. According to the data of I ^^ 
year, the schools in this district gave as an average 9T pupils to e^^^ 
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cher, with Average wages of $14 for males and $7 for females, per 
Qth; of course includiDg board, under the time-honored system of 
yarding around J^ For the present year, the average number of pupils 
each teacher is 88; with wages per month, $20 for male and $10 for 
aale teachers. The average number of pupils to each teacher is too 
3at to admit of justice to the pupils or credit to the teacher, however 
ill classified or graded. I would therefore suggest, that wherever 
icticable, the schools be so arranged as to decrease the number of 
pils to each teacher, consequently increasing the number of teachers, 
t without lessening the salaries. My suggestion is made with a view 
better perfect the object for which schools were established, viz: to 
luire practical knowledge. 

rEXT-BooKS. — Readers — Wells, Parker and Watson and Sanders; Gram- 
rs — Brown and Clark; Geography — Smith and Mitchell, Monteith and 
Nally ; Arithmetic — Stoddard, Thomson and Robinson ; Speller — San- 
8 and Town; Penmanship — Ellsworth; Algebra — Stoddard and Wem- 
, Day and Da vies; Bookkeepin'g — Palmer. Whenever a variety of 
t-books are in use, it requires a very competent teacher to classify 
isfactorily; he is often forced to resort to ** general principles^ resolv- 
hiraself into a general author^ 

'eachers' Institutes. — The Institute for this county was held at Kings- 
commencing August 1th and continuing two weeks, numbering 115 
-hers, under the leadership of J. H. French, LL. D., of Syracuse, an 
erienced teacher and able conductor, and one eminently qualified in 
matters pertaining to the profession, assisted by Prof. Fowler, of 
inville, Dr^ Townsend of Rochester, and Judge Barlow, of Canastota. 
' course of instruction upon the Science of Government, conducted by 
f. Townsend, has awakened a desire to become better acquainted 
b the laws by which, as a nation, we are governed, and of which we 
wofully ignorant, far more ignorant than the naturalized citizen. 
d the Doctor to us again next year, certainly ^ we may, perhaps, be 
3 to take out our Jirst papers. Besides, also, the Doctor delivered two 
^ures — subject: "Signs of Character," and "School Government'^ 
S'ether with his other labors. Dr. French delivered a lecture — subject: 
he air we breathe." Judge Barlow discoursed to us the duties of 
ethers, as being more than time-serving, impressing us with a solemn 
ponsibility. The subject of "Ornithology," of which be is master, 
3 treated so happily and practically that all who heard were led to 
e nature and adore nature's God. 

must not forget to make mention of the name of Miss Potter, of 
>any, the distinguished elocutionist, who astonished us with the 
gance and beauty, power and dignity of speech. And above all, I 
k^not pass without notice of the honor of having the worthy Superin- 
<lent of Public Instruction, the Hon. V. M. Rice, look in upon us, 
ose words of practical encouragement, as well as his name, is our 
icational " watchword," as he is the " State's watchman." 
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Dr. Lambert delivered a lecture, subject: ** Physiology, how shall it l^e 
taught in schools ? " His is a peculiarly ingenious method of instriictioTi. 

Together with the reading of several essays by the teachers, the con- 
stant interest and regular attendance have established Institutes as a 
distinguishing feature of our educational system. Never was there more 
intense interest evinced by the public than was manifest in all the pro- 
ceedings of our Teachers' Institute. The result was more gratifying 
than was anticipated at the outset; and it is hoped and urged that xiot 
a single teacher, who loves his profession, will hereafter absent himsolf 
or herself. 

Libraries. — District school libraries are but little used in many of th^ 
districts, especially in large villages. May it not be well to encourag-e 
a better and more general perusal of its volumes ? 

Qualification of Teachers — Consists not merely in a knowledge of 
books, but in application of knowledge from whatever source derived, 
and the ability so to impart that knowledge as to meet the varied capa- 
city of the pupils under his or her charge. To become qualified teacl- 
ors, love the cause, and avail yourselves of the facilities provided by -the 
Training and Normal Schools. Such teachers we are sadly in need of. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDGAR ELTINGE, School Commissioner^ 
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ULSTER COUNTY— Second District. 

To Hon V. M. Rice, Superinte?ident of Public Instruction : 

In compliance with your requirements, the undersigned, School Gc:^^' 
missioner for the Second Assembly District in the county of Ulster, ^®" 
spectfully submits the following Report: 

By the reports of trustees for the year 1865, I find there are in t 
district 9,356 children between the ages of 4 and 21 years; of this u 
ber, nearly 50 per cent, have attended the district schools during 
year. The number of schools under my supervision is 93. One-hal^^^^ 
this number are accomplishing, to no inconsiderable extent, the end c-^cr^n- 
templated in our system of public instruction, viz: the physical, mew '•'^^ 
and intellectual development of the children in the vicinities of tt^®^^ 
location. The other half prevent and encourage this kind of deveB^ <>P" 
ment in about equal proportions, and it is questionable whether it ^:3an 
be said of their effect, 

<< If evU seem the most, yet good most io." 

Among this latter half there are some which, for want of a more apX^'*^ 
priate term, I must call public nuisances. 

In these districts the majority of the inhabitants seem to regau^'d a 
school as a sort of hereditary necessity — a thing which, if kept open 
twenty-eight weeks in one year, will draw a certain sum of money with 
which to keep it open for the same time the next year. Indeed, to these, 
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noation, ** How can we best use the money for the advancement of 
hildrcn/' seems not to have occurred; but "How can we run our 
>1 twenty-eight weeks with just the public money," is a question 
miliar as are common household words. 

e above statements relative to those schools which I deem of little 
y in the grand process of true development, are broads and to those 
jonversant with their condition, may be considered exaggerations. 
5e, I propose to speak more briefly. In nearly? all of those districts 
ag one trustee, the schools show marks of decided improvement, and 
system of three trustees is nearly ignored. 

JioN Free School Districts. — None are organized under the act of 
, and none by special acts, which are entirely free. 
BRARiEs. — The system of school libraries has outlived its usefulness, 
books are little read by the children, and less cared for by the peo- 
The number of volumes reported by the trustees arc, I am well 
.fied, in many instances, mere guess-work. 

lACHERS. — We have some of the right stamp — well qualified, ener- 
3, ambitious — availing themselves of the means provided for their 
ovement. These you will find at the Institutes, at the meetings of 
Association, and always anxious to investigate the merits of any 
vation, or to adopt any new measure which looks like an improve- 
t in the practice of teaching. On the other hand, the great majority 
ir teachers are barely passable. 

CENSES. — During the past year, 120 persons have been examined; 
of these, 90 have been licensed, viz: of the first grade, 20; second 
le, 60; third grade, 10. There is a steady increase and demand for 
hers of higher qualifications, and particularly graduates and under- 
luates of the Normal School, of whom we have a few. 
uvATE Schools. — There are a few, though not conducted very well. 
iROCHiAL Schools. — Of these, we cannot report any. 
JHOOLS FOR Colored Children. — Of these, we also report not any. 
:hool Houses. — A majority of these may be termed first class build- 
, and still improving. 

CADEMiEs. — There are two academies in this district, and both in a 
ishing condition. 

sachers^ Institutes. — The last Teachers' Institute of the county was 
at Kingston, in August, under the direction of the Commissioners, 
sted by Prof. John H. French. The time was occupied in reviewing 
he studies pursued in school, the management of schools, the right 
lod of imparting instruction, calisthenics, discussions, and raiscel- 
ous school matters. Public lectures were delivered by Judge Bar- 
on Natural History, Prof. Townsend on Signs of Character, and Dr. 
ibert on Physiology; and last, but not least of all, Miss Potter gave 
3 Lessons on Reading, the best ever given in the county, and they 
3 received with redoubled applause. Our worthy friend, Hon. V. IkL 
^ssem. No. 90.] 23 
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Rice, was with ns an evening and one day, giving us some valQa'ble 
hints in regard to becoming a live teacher. 

Before closing my report, I must tender you my sincere thanks for 
yonr invaluable cooperation in all our efforts to improve the schools. 
We have endeavored to raise the standard of qualifications for teachers, 
and trust we have in part succeeded. Ilad it not been for yonr firm and 
consistent support, we must have failed. 

Thanking you again for all past favors, I am. 

Very respectfully yours, 

JOHN J. WOODWARD, 
School Commissioner 2d district Ulster county- 
Port E^en, Jan. 16, 1866. 



ULSTER COUNTY— Thibd DisxRicrr. 

Accord, November 29, 1865. 
Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instru>ction : 

Dear Sir — ^I have just completed my official abstracts, and will for- 
ward to-day by mail to your Department. I have taken the utmost 
pains to have them meet your approbation, and hope you will receive 
them with indulgence. 

Previous to the time of trustees making their reports, I rode through 
the Assembly district and gave the town clerks and trustees particular 
instructions, by which means my reports were received in a much better 
condition than I anticipated. I think you will find very few discrep- 
ancies, in the whole. I waited some days to receive the report from 
district No. 6, Hardenburgh, but have been compelled to forward with- 
out it. I wrote the town clerk in relation to the matter, but have re- 
ceived no answer nor report. If it is received in a short time I will 
forward to you, hoping you will insert in the abstract and allow their 
money, as they are not able to sustain a school without some help. 

In compliance with your request last year, I send a report in synopsis 
of the condition of my schools, and the result of my labors as Commis- 
sioner. 

My district comprises the northwestern portion of Ulster county, 
including seven towns and 85 school districts. Within my district are 
two schools of high rank, both in the town of Wawarsing. One of these 
has never rendered much aid in furnishing teachers, as it is not an 
elementary school, and consequently we receive little satisfaction (in 
regard to qualifications as teachers in ray schools) from those who have 
attended that institution; I have even found graduates from that school 
who could scarcely analyze a sentence well. The other school, of a oii- 
ferent character, professing to be rudimental, I am happy to say, does 
furnish us some very efficient teachers. 

At present I have not more than two or three pupils from the Normal 
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ool engaged in my district, to ray deep regret. The reason is, we 
e very few districts able or willing, in a pecuniary manner, to furnish 
means to support such a teacher. 

ly labors as Commissioner of the third Assembly District, Ulster 
nty, commenced January, 1864, ray first course of visits dating from 
last of that month. Having been engaged for a period of six years 
Lhe school at Accord, I expected much more from the other schools 
ri I was able to realize. The first great error which I found almost 
t^ersal was in orthography, scarcely finding one school in my district 
b answered my wishes in that matter. They were in the habit of 
I ling the whole word without pronouncing any syllables, which form, 
know, is very bad for a child in the earlier stages of education. 
s error I confronted boldly, giving the teachers to understand they 
Id not continue in the schools under my supervision unless they could 
ceed in eradicating such practices. When I next visited the 
le schools in the summer, I found much less cause for fault in that 
tter, and now I can safely say it is entirely numbered with the things 
-he past. 

kly district being mostly newly settled, and for the most part moun- 
lous in surface, I cannot look for the proficiency of more improved 
i older settled sections of the country. I cannot precisely say com* 
atively what rank my Assembly district holds with the other divisions 
our county; but of one thing I feel certain, i. e,, if the labors of a 
nmissioner are of any value to the schools, the other districts have 
; received the benefit, as neither of the other Commissioners have given 
schools the proper attention last year, one having taught school all 
year, and the other attended to his professional duties. 
)uring my second course of school visitations in the winter of 1864-6, 
let another obstacle to the progress of education: that was the want 
•rder in the school room. Our schools necessarily are filled by females, 
le calculated to govern by physical force, and children seeing this, 
[ not being properly governed at home, made up their minds they 
iild not be subordinate to such teachers. This I met in still more 
rn manner, telling teachers, employers and scholars we could not 
►ropriate public money to carry on schools to foster mischief. My 
ers were: 1st. No scholar to speak to another or leave their seats 
hout permission from the teacher. 2d. For the teachers to use all 
i indulgences to the pupils (that he may show he does not rule as a 
ant\ but let it not be as an obligation, but as a special privilege to 
scholar. This done, and we will see both order and respect in the 
ool room. During my visits last summer, I generally found the order 
isfactory, particular attention having been given to that point, 
(ut with all my labor and zeal in this cause, I find some insuperable 
tacles in the way of the progress of education in my district. One 
in many places the pecuniary inability, and the other is, an unwilling- 
a on the part of those possessing the means, to contribute to theBup- 
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port of tbis cause. Teachers, as a general thing, do not receive a sui 
cient compensation for their services; but these things are beyond 01 
reach, and consequently cannot be obviated 

Another point is in the failure of home education and discipline, 
child improperly managed at home will never be made to feel his pro] 
obligations as a scholar. Tins has been exemplified in my own 
ence, while teaching under the old system of boarding round. Who: 
had an opportunity of seeing the family government, I would invaria' 
find a difficulty with the child badly ruled at home. 

And now, in conclusion, I think I can safely say the marks of 
labors can be seen, but not as I would wish to see them. Still, I h^^-^J 
the satisfaction of feeling that I have endeavored to perform my oflSoi^/ 
duties faithfully and to the best of my ability. I have been repeatredlj 
urged to teach in connection, but have always refused, feeling that the 
office is not a sinecure, but one of constant labor and activity if properly 
performed in the letter and spirit. How any man, possessing the nature 
of what a man should be to occupy such an important position, can 
forego the duties of the office, and for the sake of pecuniary profit, I am 
unable properly to understand. I will say, in conclusion, that I feel that 
my supervisors have appreciated my labors among them, and shown the 
same by appropriating $200 as increase of salary. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. YOUNG, 
Commissioner dd District, Ulster Count}/ ^ 



WASHINGTON COUNTY— First District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir — Although unexpectedly called on to make another wrift^^ 
report, I find but very few items of interest but what have been alres»»^ J 
communicated in former years; but herewith comply with your requ^^^' 
and respectfully submit the following Keport: 

The First District of Washington county comprises the eight soutb^^° 
towns, viz: Argyle, Cambridge, Easton, Fort Edward, Greenwich, Ja^c?^' 
son, Salem and White Creek. The following brief summary will sti.o ^ 
somewhat the condition and doings of the schools for the past year: 

Number of children of school age 7,739 

do do attending school daring the year 5,718 

Average daily attendance 2>523. 1 53 

Number of days 426,630 

do weeks school was kept 3,673 

do teachers employed • 239 

do do at the same time 124 

do do females.... : •••• 194 

do do males 45 

du school districts ••.... 115 j 

do joint 2 ; 

do trio schools (Village of Salem) 2 

do papils attending free schools ••. 223 

do private schools 10 



I 
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I ber of pnpilfl attending private schools A . 341 

do districtfi having /Aree trustees 58 

do do one do 57 

do visitations bj Commissioner • 145 

do aoadcmies 6 

do pupils attending academics (estimated) 800 

do scholars in largest district .*• 824 

do do smallest do 10 

do pnpils attending in largest district « 537 

do do smallest do - 10 

do public examinations 16 

do teachers examined • 203 

do holding State Certificates 11 

do Normal graduates 1 

do parochial schools None. 

do schools fur colored children None. 

3nnt school money received $8^659 30 

do raised by tax 4,150 49 

do do rate-bill 7,917 27 

do received for libraries 3^33 52 

do paid do 194 0^ 

do paid for school apparatus 20 46 

le of school houses and lots 41 ,490 00 

;e8 of teachers per week 1.50-10 00 

'ate-bills, I am convinced, in some measure affect the attendance at 
3ol. I have known cases where children have been withdrawn from 
3ol in consequence of the supposed high wages paid a good and 
ient teacher, thereby destroying the school, and compelling the trus- 
' to emplo}^ cheaper teachers in order to reduce the rate-bills. Is this 
c3 policy ? For the paltry sum of a few dollars, patrons will defraud 
r children — I might say of the greatest earthly blessing, an educa- 
— simply because it will cost a few dollars less. Do such personb 
ize the importance and responsibility of a good and faithful teacher's 
ation ? Do they understand their peculiar obligations to educate and 
n the rising generation, on which depends the hope and destiny of 
future of our beloved country ? The idea that learning is to be bar- 
id for the mere nominal value of dollars and cents; the immortal 
id which is to be trained; the intellect which is to be developed; the 
.onal, spiritual substance which enables man to think, reason, judge^ 
L act; that part which distinguishes him from the brute creation, and 
cs him to angels and to God; these faculties to be brought under the 
truction of a mere novice, one unskilled, inexperienced and unac- 
^inted with the first rudiments of the laws which govern mind 1 Still 
ny of these patrons will tell us that their school is small and back- 
rd, and insist that a young, inexperienced teacher, one of very ordi- 
*y abilities, will do to instruct their children. Why; because they 
1 be employed cheap. Such schools need good and experienced teacb- 
t, if not better than the more advanced. It requires as high a quali* 
ition, and as much talent and skill, to lay the foundation of the 
perstructure in the primary training, as ii does in more advanced 
iching. 

What a fearful responsibility, then, rests upon those to whom is com- 
tted the youth of our land I May they so discharge their duties to 
jm, that when they are called before that higher tribunal they may 
re a good account of their stewardship. 
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If the rising generation is the future hope of the State, would it rzM ot 
be sound policy for her to educate her children? Would it not be w^L^ae 
legislation to establish Free Schools? If upon the general diffusion^ of 
knowledge depends the prosperity and perpetuity of our free institutia -z^is 
would not the State be the gainer by placing upon her statute-boo 
law that would open wide the portals of learning and invite all to en 
Nay, demand, as she has the right, that her children shall be educa 
Would not the money received from the various school funds, a 
general tax levied upon the property of the State equal to the am 
received by rate-bills, furnish better teachers, and consequently b 
schools? 

Although as I become more familiarly acquainted with the work ^n^j 
of our present school system consequent upon the discharge of m^^-^jj, 
ties, it confirms my opinion, long entertained, that it is the prides aocf 
glory of a great State, and reflects honor and renown on those ^%ir^o 
through much opposition, have brought it to such a degree of perfecz^t/oD. 
But as our Conscript Fathers chose that soul-inspiring motto " E3rc«i> 
8I0R," and emblazoned it on their banner, shall we be called their de- 
generate sons, and not have more ** lofty" aspirations, more " elevated '' 
conceptions, and seek for ''higher*' attainments, ask for more liberal 
enactments for the dissemination of learning, and make the common 
school in truth and deed the People's College. For it is easier to edu- 
cate the boy than to build prisons in which to incarcerate and execute 
him. Cultivate well the plants of virtue, and thereby check the growth 
of vice ere its seeds shall germinate and bear fruit. School books will 
cost less than shackles, and good and eflBcient teachers will be far 
cheaper than prison-keepers. 

School Houses. — ^A few of the school houses are neat and commodious, 
having ample play grounds and shade trees; but many are in a dilapi- 
dated condition, relics of a generation long since passed away, fit monu- 
ments of the parsimony of the present owners of the stately mansions 
scattered over these beautiful hills and along the valleys. There are 
at present 82 frame and 33 brick houses. The following will exhibit their 
conditions, as I noticed them in my visitations: 

Argyle 7 good, 6 middling, 3 poor. 

Cambridge 3 " T " 4 •* 

Easton T ** 6 " T 

Ft. Edward 3 •* 2 *' 4 

Greenwich 3 " T ** 5 

Jackson 3 " 6 '* 1 

Salem 6 '* 8 ** 6 

White Creek T " 3 " 3 
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<l 
it 



Totals 39 '* 44 " 32 " 

But very few are separated from the highway by a fence; some have 
good play-grounds but are not inclosed, while a majority have only the 
dusty highway or muddy street for the healthful exercise of the children, 
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(any of the out-buildings are sadly in want of repairs, while some are 
jntirely destitute. But very few are well supplied with furniture. The 
louses, as a general thing, are warmed by stoves using wood, and venti- 
ated by means of the windows; but in some, old "father time" has 
ooked well to this matter, and made ample provisions for a bountiful 
supply of pure air by opening many friendly crevices. Some few are 
^ihibiting a laudable zeal in the matter of school houses; one new one 
iias been built, and others are in contemplation. 

As regards school apparatus, it long ago ceased to be a pre-requisite 
in the school room (with some noble exceptions); and as I am not en- 
dowed with the faculty of prescience, I have no means of telling with 
exactness when it will be used. 

Text-books. — In conjunction with my associate of the Second district, 
^e are making efforts to establish a uniformity of text-books throughout 
he county, and are aided in our undertaking by some of the best eda- 
ators among us, who are cordially giving us their support to bring 
bout the desired object. I would here take occasion to tender to them 
ly sincere thanks for their hearty co-operation. 

Examinations. — I pursue the same course adopted last year; holding 
emi-annual examinations in each town. The examinations are duly 
nnounced by circulars and through the county papers. I still use care- 
ully prepared lists of questions on the branches usually taught in 
cbools; dealing entirely in their elementary principles rather than in 
abstract questions, and basing the grade of certificate on the percentage 
>f the questions correctly answered. I am asking of teachers a better 
icquaintance with the fundamental principles of the branches which 
;hey are called upon to teach, and have subjected them to more thorough 
3xaminations. Many, conscious of the insufficiency of these scholastic 
stttainments, fear to attend the public examinations, and wish for a pri- 
vate interview, in hopes that some special dispensation may be granted 
in their far or. This is not the case with all who have private examina- 
tions. It is earnestly recommended that all, having confidence in their 
literary attainments, will not be detained by any false diffidence, but 
will manifest that independence of character which is one of the essential 
principles needed in a profession not transcended in dignity and import- 
ance by any other calling, and exhibit a just appreciation of their high 
calling by attending these examinations. 

Teachers. — A very great proportion of our teachers are females. This 
great preponderance of females was owing in part to many of our young 
men going forth nobly to defend our country in its hour of peril. Some 
^t them have fallen in battle, and have been laid in honored graves; and 
benceforth those names must live only amidst the memories of the dead. 
Kut not one true faithful life among the glorious dead has fallen in vain, 
9irhen we remember that it is for us, and those who shall come after us, 
bbat the great sacrifice has been made, and the glorious inheritance be- 
queathed to us through blood and suffering has been redeemed. Honor 
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and reverence from us and our children, and succeeding generatio:ue, 
will be given to the memory of those who have been slain, because tlB.^"y 
have laid down their lives that the nation now lives. But many ha-^ve 
survived the bloody conflict to which their toils and bravery hsfc-^v^^ 
brought peace; are eagerly welcomed and lovingly greeted, and s^ir^ 
again doing good service in our schools, as they have done in the tijKrrx<5 
of our country's need. They fought in a righteous cause, and tk^^xr 
toils, suffering and bravery will be the theme of the profound statesm^=^x) 
the most finished scholar, and the ablest historian in all coming time. 

A large per cent of the certificates granted to teachers have b^^jj 
second and third grade, and quite a number for six months. I am a^txli 
of the opinion, expressed in my Report of last 3^ear, that " certificai.-te8 
of long continuance interfere with the material growth and prospex"i tj 
of our schools." By lessening the zeal, and engendering apathy in the 
teachers, they soon become indifferent to 1h(ur own improvement, and. €lo 
not keep pace with the age in which they live. "We live in an ag'e g£ 
improvement, in a time when the onward march of knowledge and 
science is not trammeled by the interdictions of ancient societies au-d 
institutions." Teachers should not be content to plod on in the al^ 
beaten path, but to lift the vail that obscures his mental vision, and s< 
beyond the cloud the expanding view already opening for the developic 
of his intellectual powers. Teachers should be ever ready to acquire 
more extensive knowledge of the laws which govern mind, and the be 
and surest means for its greatest development; and not idly yield toU 
belief that they have reached the acme of their profession, and are sil 
ceptible of no further improvement. 

Some teachers, in violation of the school law, commence school wit. 
out the proper certificate of qualification ; and trustees employ ther:>*^» 
without knowing whether they are qualified or not. In rr.y circula :*c"S 
issued for the public examinations the past year, I called the attentici:^^ 
of teachers and trustees to this matter, as well as that of the relation '^^' 
ship of trustees and teachers ; and urged upon them the importance of 
looking well to these matters, and to do nothing that would conflict wi^ ^-^ 
the provisions of the law, or materially affect any claim they might hau ve 
to a share of the school money ; and I now find these violations have ^^ 
good measure been remedied. 

I have also discontinued the practice of antedating certificates, as 
were "especially charged and instructed to discontinue this practic 

Libraries remain in about the same condition as reported last ye -=^3-^, 
the people manifesting but very little interest in them. A few distri ^cts 
exhibit a commendable interest in the care and selection of books. ^^^Khe 
private library, periodicals and newspapers, have taken their place. 

Trustees. — There seems to be a diversity of opinion respecting t^^ 

election of one or three trustees. Public sentiment is about equ^^/^ 
divided in this matter. From my observation, I am satisfied that rmf a 
judicious selection is made, one trustee is decidedly preferably. An 




i 
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gctic and intcreslcd person; one whose whole sonl is enlisted in the 
e of popular education ; one who would frequently be seen in the 
ol room, counseling and encouraging the teacher ; one who would 
Avell to the proper condition of the school house and all pertaining 
3 to, would be the right man in the right place. If such men should 
iliosen to the office of trustee, and continued in office, we should 
5 fewer incorrect reports — which cause Commissioners much per- 
ing, and often unnecessary labor. 

7i:die3 and Attendance. — The studies usually pursued are reading, 
ling, writing, geography, arithmetic and grammar; yet philosophy, 
biology, analysis, book-keeping and history, are found in some 
ols. I find the analysis of words and history too little studied. I 
mmend to teachers not to introduce the higher branches, to the neg- 
of common and more useful ones. 

iie age at which pupils begin their attendance is usually about five; 
attend after the age of sixteen. During the summer session, in the 
.1 districts, but few over the age of twelve are in attendance. 
'JSTiTUTE. — The Annual Institute for the county of Washington was 
*in the village of Argyle, in the new and ample Hall erected by the 
Lbitants of that town ; commencing on the 9th of October, and con- 
ing two weeks. Prof. C. "W. Sanders, the venerable author of the 
Baders," conducted the exercises the first week, assisted by the Com- 
sioners. The course of instruction, discussions and lectures given 
iim were eminently practical, and were well received by the teachers; 
as a just appreciation of his labors, resolutions highly " commenda- 
' of the efficient services he had rendered, and expressive of the pro- 
id gratitude for the many valuable precepts inculcated," were passed 
:he members of the Institute. 

istructions were given during the second week by Mr. A. M. S. Car- 
ter, of New York, and Prof. C. F. Dowd, Principal of North Granville 
lale Seminary. 

istructive and interesting lectures were given before the Institute 
.^rof C. W. Sanders, Prof. C. F. Dowd, Prof. t. S. Lambert, of Peeks- 
N. Y. and Mr. A. M. S. Carpenter. 

11 the lectures delivered were of a very high order, instructive and 
rtaining to those teachers in attendance, and were listened to by 
e and intelligent audiences. Ess?ys, select reading, declamation 
discussions were intermingled during the session. The number ot 
hers registered was 94. The Institute was pronounced, by all in 
ndancc, a grand success. Would that we could have had the Super- 
adent of Public Instruction with us a few days, to have aided and 
luraged us in our labors of love. 

am of the opinion that money expended by the State for Teachers' 
itutes is invaluable to teachers, and well laid out. 
iHOOL Commissioner. — My labors during the past year have been more 
ous than in the previous one. To enter into detail would require 
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too much time and space, but the following is a brief summary of the 
labor performed. In addition to apportioning school money, attending 
Institute, distributing blanks and registers, visiting schools, collecting 
and correcting trustees' reports and making annual abstracts therefrom, 
preparing and issuing circulars, I have made the tour of my district 
twice for the purpose of examining teachers, and quite a number of theicf^ 
have been very thinly attended; and, as a consequence, have had to e"^' 
amine a great number at my home, requiring a great deal of time tl^ *^ 
should have been devoted to other duties, and at a great inconvenier* ^-^ 
to teachers. I have carried on an extensive correspondence, requirl "^g 
almost herculean strength, without any clerical aid, answering all L ^^ 
ters in their turn as received; have received and answered many wh: 
legitimately belong to the Department to receive and pass upon. I h 
taken great pains to point out those provisions of the law touching 
matter in question, and have had the satisfaction of seeing the diffic 
amicably settled. 

And I would here take occasion to thank the Department for 
kindness and support which they have ev^r shown to me, and for 
promptness with which they have answirfed all my communications 
also desire to acknowledge the gej>rfous hospitality of the peopl 
tended to me, and the c ourteig »^and respect with which I have 
received by teachers aMopupils, as well as the encouragement an 
operation received at ihe hands of the friends of education. And t 
town clerks of this dWrictfjpr the prompt manner in which they 
aided me in their oflScial^dmies, I would tender my grateful ack 
edgements. And last but not least, I would thank the board of s 
visors of this county for the materid aid they have given the Comm/s- 
sioners, enabling them "to make the two ends of the year meet." 

In reviewing the past year, I think I can say our schools are im- 
proving. 

In conclusion, allow me to add that the labors of the School Commis- 
sioner are no pleasing pastime, no gentle recreation to be indulged in 
when we have a few leisure hours from more engrossing pursuits; but 
it is one in which we should be active, earnest, attentive to every call, 
vigilant in the discharge of every known duty, and faithful in all 
things. 

Allow me to say, without any degree of egotism, if I can see the com- 
mon schools rising to that eminence which their importance demands, 
my ambition will be amply rewarded. If I have been the humble instru- 
ment in doing some little good in the great cause of popular education, 
I shall have the happy satisfaction of knowing I have not toiled in vain, 
and shall be recompensed by Him who doeth all things well. 

D. V. T. QUA, 

School Commissioner. 

Shushan, Jan, 20, 1866. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY— Second District. 

Ion. V. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

The ^hole number of school districts in the second Assembly district 
>f Washington county is 126, of which number 123 have supported 
chool, in the school year of 1864 and 1865, 8,736 weeks, making an 
.verage of 30 3-8 weeks to each district. Two districts in the town of 
)resden, and one in the town of Fort Ann, failed to have any school, and 
onsequently have not reported to the Commissioner. 

District No. 21, in Fort Ann, sustained a school only 26 weeks; dis- 
rict No. 4, in Hartford, 19 weeks; district No. 5, in Ilampton, 26 weeks; 
istrict No. 17, in Granville, 20 weeks, the terms of the last two being 
hortened to less than the legal time by unavoidable circumstances. 

The whole number of children of school age residing in the second 
Lssembly district, in the aforesaid school year, is 7,806; and of this 
umber 6,812 have attended school. The whole number of days' attend* 
nee by this number of. children is 397,209, making an average attend- 
nee in the year of 68} days to each that attended, and an average of 
8-9 days' to each child of school age residing in the district. 

I think the anticipated burthen of rate-bills does not so much diminish 
he attendance of pupils during the term that school is kept, as it tends 
o shorten the term of school in the year, and causes trustees to seek 
tnd employ low priced teachers, who, as we would infer, are less expe- 
rienced, less thorough and less practical. 

Though the progress of improvement in the provisions for instruction 
liay have received no particular impetus, it is steadily onward. 

Many of the older school houses have received comfortable repairs, and 
Sve have been built anew. They are warmed by suitable stoves heated 
with wood, which is almost universally furnished in due time and good 
condition. In the latest construction of school houses, the only arrange- 
ment for ventilation is by lowering the windows from the top and raising 
them from the bottom. 

The amount of school apparatus is gradually increasing, as teachers, 
1t)y practice, much facilitate their instruction by its use. Blackboards, 
that are so essential to muCh practical instruction, are being brought 
into more general use, and, at the suggestion of teachers, are made of 
dimensions better adapted to their purpose. 

A diversity of text-books continues to burthen teachers with care and 
labor, and to seriously retard the progress of schools, which condition 
of circumstances can be eflfectually changed, I think, only by the inter- 
position of legislation or direct recommendation from the Department of 
Public Instruction. Of readers, as text-books, I find Parker and Wat- 
son's Series, Sanders' New Series, Sanders Union Series, Town's and 
Willson's; of spellers, Parker and "Watson's, Town's and Sanders'; of 
geographies, Monteith and McNally's, Colton and Fitch's, and Mit- 
chell's; of arithmetics, Robinson's, Thomson's, Greenleaf's, Davies, 
X^erkins' and Adams'. In addition to studies pursued from these 
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books, history, physiology and algebra are being tanghfc to some extent, 
as many older children, such as formerly were sent a^ay to academies 
or seminaries, are now being retained longer in the common schools. 

The proportion of male to female teachers is about one to five; but 
very few males make it a permanent business, and many of the best 
female teachers teach both winter and summer from three to eight years. 
Males receive from $5.50 to $9 per week, and females from* $2.50 to $7.50 
per week, exclusive of board. 

About one hundred teachers were in attendance at the Institute, thirty 
of whom were males, a much larger proportion than were in attendance 
the previous year. 

My examinations have been held in each town of the district by aj 
pointmcnt, both in the spring and the fall, and were quite well attendee 
During the examinations in the spring I withheld from applicants sixl 
licenses; and in the fall there were not so many applicants, but i\u 
were of a better grade of qualifications. 

I have granted to teachers in the year five licenses of the first gra< 
136 of the second, and 86 of the third. Teachers are still the most di 
cient in the knowledge of spelling and history, and the most deficient* 
capacity to teach grammar understandingly. 

My examinations are written and oral, proposing written questic:z> ns 
involving general principles, in the natural order in which they occ? ^i r, 
and developing them more minutely by interrogation and response, s^irkd 
requiring practical application. 

The Regents of the University have selected no academy in this <3is- 
trict for the instruction of a teachers' class. 

The private schools last year numbered 21, with an attendance of 4 
scholars. This year there has been but 15, with an attendance of 3 
scholars. 

There is no Union Free School in the district. 

School district libraries are in a bad and neglected condition; Nctk^ 
papers, child^s papers, youth^s magazines and miscellaneous books, co^ 
taining reading matter better adapted to the minds of children than tl 
books which generally make up school libraries, being more abundai 
and accessible to children than when libraries were established, hai 
brought them almost into disuse. They have heretofore served a go( 
purpose, but under present circumstancds the money expended in mal 
ing accessions to them seems to be almost lost, certainly to the purpof 
designed. 

My time has been wholly devoted to the advancement of the commo- 
school interest, and to the duties of the Commissioner's oiBBce, in holdin 
examinations, visiting schools, assisting at the Institute, attending assc 
Qiations and employing means to induce teachers to attend, altering ai 
bounding districts, and in attending to many other duties that tend 
increase care and labor. Yours very respectfully, 

Fort Ann, Jan. 17, 1866. THOS. S. WHITMORE, School Com. 
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WAYNE COUNTr— Second District. 

. Y. M. Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

ir — In compliance with tl\c law, I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lo'^cviiig Report : 

Common Schools. — There are 103 common schools under my jurisdic- 
"tioTi ; in which there have been instructed, during the past year, 5,725 
pui^ils. There were at the same time 7,288 children of school age, so 
t:li£i."t the rate of attendance is 78 per cent of the whole. The average 
cla.ily attendance for the time the schools were taught was 2,251.118, or 
l^iit 30 per cent of those who ought to have attended. There was one 
cli strict in which the trustees reported 47 children of school age, and a 
clai I y average of 4.188, or less than 1.12 of the whole. I think that 
'W'HcMi the inhabitants fully realize the workings of the new basis of ap- 
portionment, it will have a very favorable influence. It is as yet very 
imporfectly understood. 

Thie provisions for the instruction of pupils are quite limited 
Jn SL large majority of the districts. There is very little attention paid 
^o xxiaking school houses pleasant or attractive. Children who are 
^^onstomcd to live in dwellings provided with all the conveniences of 
ii^ociern civilization, are sent to school in a building which, on the out- 
^*^^, resembles an Irish shanty ; and within, the bare walls, the high, 
J^^l-like windows, and the uncomfortable box-desks defaced by jack- 
^^^'ves (in many cases obscenely), are anything but attractive. And it 
^s ^^xpected of the teacher that he shall so interest them that they will 
loxr^ the school and its associations I 



here are but 21 school houses with yards fenced from the highway; 
^^l^ile 82 are in fact "the old school houses by the road side," with no 
P^^^ lection from the inroads of swine, cows, &c. I have found several 
^'^ stances where the disturbances from this cause were an unmitigated 
^^^isance. 

'here were two new school houses built during the past year : they 

^ in the main, after improved models, and do credit to the intelligence 

public spirit of the inhabitants. 

^^08 1 of the schools are supplied with blackboards of ample size, 

^ tlough there are a few of the three-feet-by-four pattern left. School 

^^^tricts rarely own a bell, or a clock; andsome are destitute of a chair. 

I have endeavored to impress the teachers with the idea that they are 

^ ^ a great measure responsible for the amount of apparatus and other 

^oinveaient accessories in teaching, as they are supposed to be acquainted 

^^^ th their usefulness, and should therefore urge their respective trustees 

^ furnish them for the use of the schools. An energetic, wide-awake 

^^cher may accomplish much in this direction. Trustees have been 

^^^iudled by unprincipled agents, until they have little confidence in any 

^* the articles of school apparatus, and need the personal influence of 

^^ who is supposed to know their practical utility. 
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Studies. — The studies usually pursued are reading, writing, spellin 
mental and written arithmetic, geography and grammar. In gcners 
I have discouraged the introduction of any higher studies, as it usual 
has the tendency to induce the pupils to l^ave tlie primary branches 
fore they have been thoroughly drilled in them. There is great need 
intelligent oral instruction in civil government, history, book-keepi 
and elemental physical sciences ; but it has been entirely impractica* 
to get teachers properly qualiRed. In academies and higher schoc 
where teachers receive their instruction, civil government and hist- 
are rarely, if ever taught, except under the pressure of the Regents lu 
the case of a Teachers' class ; and then they are taught just as littl^^ as 
will comply with the letter of the law. If it were practicable to ha^c^ea 
concert of action among the Commissioners, requiring an intimate ki^otr- 
ledge of these subjects to the same degree as is now required in the 
primary studies, as an indispensable requisite for a certificate, the 
academies and higher schools would find it to be for their interest to 
give the required instruction. But I anticipate that this can accomplisl^ 
general results only after patient, concerted, long-continued efFbrts c:^"^ 
the part of common school oflScers and the Regents of the University--^ 

Age of Pupils. — The experience of another year has more fully co^^^' 
vinced me that children are sent to school too young. Little or i^^^ 
attention is paid to the statute limiting the age of pupils to whom i)^:^^^^ 
schools are free; many attend who are but three or four years of agi 

Urgent Wants. — The most urgent wants in this district are, a thorou[ 
acquaintance with the workings of the school system on the part of tl 
inhabitants, and such an increase in the salary of the Commissioner 
shall command the services of intelligent, energetic and educated mer 
who might devote their whole time and thought to the interests ^ 
schools, which cannot be expected for the salary now practical 
received by a Commissioner. 

Teachers. — There were 222 teachers engaged during some part of t-:^^he 
past year; these were 41 males and 181 females. The average wag^^^es 
per week during the summer was $2.40, exclusive of board; during tW^ the 
winter it was a little more. Male teachers are usually paid ao mu^ --«ch, 
exclusive of board, as females are when they furnish their own boa ■ ^wnrd. 
With the same grade of talept and experience, the difference in wa| 
would be greater, as there is a greater proportion of ladies well qaalil 
for teachers than there is of gentlemen. 

More than one-half of the teachers attended the Institute this fall, i 
a large majority manifested an earnest desire to gain professional kn 
ledge, and gave evidence of improved qualifications for their callin| 

Examinations. — The examination of candidates for certificates is m cod- 
ducted on the same principles as reported last year. I find, fro - to a 
personal examination of the various schools, that more teachers f&~^sml la 
teaching primary reading, than in any other study. It seems as it^ the 
teachers transformed themselves into brainless automatons the mo'mineat 
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hey called the reading class. I have done my best in season, and out 
>f season, to awaken the minds of teachers in this direction, but have 
lad but partial success. Teachers are so apt to teach as they have 
)€on taught, that it will require years of patient endeavor on the part 
>f Commissioners and teachers in higher schools, before the children in 
>ur common schools will be taught in accordance with the laws of the 
luman mind. 

I have examined 189 applicants for certificates, and have granted 1^ 
irst grade, 97 second grade, 60 third grade, and refused 20 applications. 

Teachers' Class. — There is a Teachers' class in the Newark Union 
^'ree School and Academy, I have not visited yet; but as it is taught 
hroughout the entire year, I shall do so at some future day. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Institute was held at Marion, commencing 
Dctober 16, and continued in session eleven days. There were 112 
*eachers from my district present, and the attendance was remarkably 
"egular. The interest manifested was gratifying to the Commissioners 
ind Instructors, and commendable to this system of Normal instruction* 

Rev. J. C. Moses, of Dundee, gave very acceptable instruction in 
Reading, Orthography, Geography and Grammar, the first week. His 
3arnestness and scholarly zeal did much to awaken the minds of the 
teachers to the importance of their great work. 

Prof. Elisha Curtiss, of Sod us Academy, was with us the second 
week, and proved himself a zealous worker and able teacher. 

Prof. Townsend, of Rochester, gave four lessons on Civil Government 
in his inimitable way, and thoroughly aroused the teachers to the 
importance of the subject. 

Mental and Written Arithmetic were under my charge throughout 
the session. Commissioner Winchester, of the 1st district, contributed 
much to the success of the Institute. 

There were lectures by Rev. Mr. Moses, Prof. Townsend, and Prof. J. 
D. Steele, of Newark Union School. Prof. E. Brown, of Macedon Acade- 
my, enlivened the exercises with appropriate music. 

On Friday evening there were Rhetorical exercises by the members 
of the Institute, which was creditable to all who took part. 

The Institute was a decided success. Deep interest was awakened 
the first day of the session, and kept increasing until the close. The 
-itizens of Marion manifested their sympathy by filling the large hall to 
ts utmost capacity, at the evening exercises. 

Commissioner's Duties. — I have visited each school twice during the 
?-ear, with the exception of those schools which were closed on irregular 
i^acations at the time I called. 1 have made in all 181 visitations. I 
leld public examinations in each town, in April; but required all who 
JV'ished certificates, in the fall, to attend the Institute or come to my 
:iome. The discharge of my duty has occupied my time, to the exclusion 
Df all other business, for nearly ten months of the year. Although my 
action has been embarrassed by serious and unexpected impediments, I 
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can look back upon the two years of labor and see that I have accoi 
plished something in the cause of common school education. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. SHERMAN, 
School Commissioner 2d district Wayne county. 
Marion, Dec, 26, 1865. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY— First District. 

Hon. V. M. Rice, 8upt. of Public Instruction : 

Sir — The undersigned, School Commissioner for the First District t of 
the county of Westchester, respectfully submits the following Repox-^.. 

This district embraces the five southerly towns of Westchester coiin-fcjr 
viz: Eastchester, Morrisania, Westchester, West-Farms and Yonkej-s, 
and contains seventeen school districts and thirty-one schools. Vine 
number of children between 5 and 21 years of age is 14,221; and th»e 
whole number who have attended the public schools is 8,629, and T^8 
have attended private schools. 

Teachers. — Six of the schools are taught by a single teacher, 15 X^y 
two, and 10 by from five to twelve each; the aggregate number ^^ 
teachers now engaged being 94, 31 males and 63 females, nearly all ^*' 
whom are teachers by profession, and well qualified for their positioi:^*^^' 
The salaries paid vary from $250 to $900 for females, and from $600 ^^ 
$1,800 to males. As a general thing, the teachers are characterized 
an earnest devotion to their work. 

Apparatus. — The wants of nearly all the schools, in regard to t- 
necessary apparatus, are very fully supplied. Charts, maps and glot^*^^ 
are used in most of the schools. Chemical and philosophical apparat-"*-"^® 
are used in some; and the blackboard, the most useful, is largely u^^^ 
in all, with scarcely an exception. Arithmetic, algebra, geography st^Txc. 
grammar are taught on the blackboard, and, by some teachers, witho^** 
the use of any text-book, until the principles of the science are m^^^^ 
familiar to the pupils; so that when text-books are put in their harx^ls, 
they find simply the definitions of the principles already known to th^i^J 
and this method of teaching has been attended with results truly si^^" 
prising. The blackboard is also very generally used in teaching "tbe 
alphabet, spelling, reading, writing, &c. 

Libraries. — The libraries are, in some of the schools, large, ^w^" 
selected and considerably used; although for the last few years, the ^^' 
citing events that wer6 almost daily transpiring, rendered the newsp^" 
per in which they were chronicled an object of so much interest ^^ 
naturally and necessarily to lead to the neglect of the class of boots 
euch as belong to and are found in the district libraries; but as pea^© 
and public quiet are restored, these libraries will be, as they have been, 
useful and instructive. 
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CHOOL IIocsES. — There are but three districts that have not school 
ses well adapted to the accommodation of the children in the district. 
•ing the past year a new brick school house has been built in district 

5, Eastchester, and two commodious frame houses in district No. 2, 
Htchester; also, a good frame house is now building in district No. 
iTonkers; to which may be added that district No. 2, of Yonkers, 
T-G expended some six thousand or eight thousand dollars in erecting 
ne addition to their school house. The school house in the village of 
rrisania was destroyed by fire over a year since, and from that time 
:he present the school has been kept in such places as the Board of Edu- 
ion could obtain, which has been greatly detrimental to the progress 
the school; but I presume that the coming season they will build a 
lool house that will be all that could be desired. Altogether, I may 
^ that a commendable liberality has been generally manifested in 
king all the necessary appropriations to erect and furnish all the 
ildings required for school purposes. 

Boards of Education. — Nearly all of the districts are organized under 
i Union Free School system, consequently there are but few school 
cers known as trustees left among us. The Boards vary in numbers 
ni five to nine, and there are some in every Board who are active and 
^lous in the cause of public education. I could name instances where 
' a month and scarcely a week has passed for years but both teachers 
i pupils have been encouraged and cheered by their presence in the 
'ool; and the progress of such schools renders it evident that the per- 
^al attendance of the officers and patrons of the schools contribute 
*y essentially to their success. 

rEACHERs' iNSTrruTE. — An Institute was held for one week at the court 
ise, in Bedford, in October last, for the county of Westchester. Prof. 
Ikins and Dr. Kiddle were present, and ably conducted the Institute; 
t I am satisfied that unless some measures are adopted to secure a 
tter attendance, they will not pay the cost in this county. I think 
tt if it is compulsory upon the Commissioners to make all the neces- 
"y arrangements for and to hold an lustitute, it should be made compul- 
'y upon the Trustees and Boards of Education at least to give the 
>e, and in some cases to defray the expenses of the teachers while at- 
^ding and upon the teachers to attend for two weeks. If this can be ao- 
oriplished, I am satisfied that every school will, even in a financial point 

view, be greatly benefited, as every teacher, by using the improved 
^thods taught at the Institute, will be able to accomplish much more 
^xi he or she could have otherwise done. Why it is more difficult t# 
^tire the attendance of the teachers here than in other counties, I am 

a loss to conjecture, unless it be that by reason of their superior qdali- 
^.tions they do not require the instructions it gives as much as others, 
ell, perhaps it is so; but yet there are some that would be benefited, 
d none injured by attending; and I again say I hope that the Legis- 
ture will adopt some measures that will effectually secure a general 
tendance at the Institutes. 
[Assem. No. 90.] 24 



870 TWELFTH ANNUAL REPOET OP THE 

The Public Schools. — There is an iDcreased and increasing intere 
manifested in common school education ; and it is admitted by all w 
have made themselves acquainted with our schools, that many of th 
furnish equaf if not superior facilities for the acquirement of a sound a 
practical education to any private seminary or Institute. 

I feel warranted in saying that a decided advance has been mad^ 
every respect in the condition of the school buildings, class rooms, j^^ 
grounds, grade of teachers, methods of teaching, and, as a legitirr^ 
result, advancement in scholarship. 

Very respectfully, 

WILLIAM MILLER, 
Commissioner 1st District, Westchester Oo^ 
Mount Vernon, January 16, 1866. 
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY— Second Disteict. 

To the Hon. V. M. Rice, Supt. of Public Instruction: 

The number of children residing in this district is 9,910, being 3 -^^ 
more than in the preceding year; of these, there have been in attendar^-ce 
6,034, or a little over 60 per cent. 

School Houses have, in several instances, been repaired and enlarg -^^^i 
and more often improved by the addition of blinds, blackboards, reiA- 'ta* 
tion seats, patent inkstands, and means of ventilation. In almost e\t^=^U 
case, when requested, the trustees have readily made the above a(i-di» 
tions and improvements. 

Text-books are varied. Our rule has been to ask either trustee* or 
teacher to obtain a supply of whatever kind was most in use in 'tihe 
school. We have wished for greater uniformity in this respect; "t^ut 
have not thought that the Commissioner, much less that the teacl^er, 
could safely undertake to recommend over their signatures this or ■fcLat 
book or series of books, to the exclusion of others of admitted excellence, 

Libraries are much neglected : they are nicely arranged in their cblbbb, 
and seem a good thing ; but, from not being read, are really of little 
practical benefit. 

One school has changed from the rate-bill to the Union Free School 
system. 

The Bible, I have reason to believe, is read at the opening of the 
morning session in every school in the district. 

• The School Law of 1864 is a well written pamphlet of 78 pageS; and 
might be made much more useful than it is at present, by being sent to 
every board of trustees. 

A Teachers' Institute was held in October. It was not largely at- 
tended, but ably conducted, and beneficial to each one present. 

Among our teachers are nine of the Normal School graduates, and five 
who hs^ve passed ofte or two terms at the Jnstitution. The former are 
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Academy at Sing Sing, and the Peekskill Academy at Peekskill; th 

last two, flourishing and successful military academies 

District Libraries. — I would recommend the repeal of the provision 

law, allowing library moneys to be diverted to any other use. I thi 

the proportion of Slate library money should be three or four times 

large as at present; and that its expenditure under direction of the Co 

missioners, or State Department, should be mandatory. 

Privatk Libraries — This district has some very choice, but no 

large, private libraries. 

Examinations of Schools. — I enclose a blank, which I have found im 

ful in school examinations. A pair of morocco covers, with an elag\:^ 
will hold enough for a we<*k's visits. 

School Commissioner. — The duties of this office are laborious and c 
grossing. 

In consideration of very many reasons, I am in favor of going ba< 
to our old system. I respectfully recommend that School Commissioner 
and all higher school officers, be appointed for terms of at least fi 
years, by the Governor, and that legislative provision be made for suc^h 
a change; and further, that Commissioners so appointed either be pat. id 
no salaries, or that they be paid liberal salaries by the State, and mot 
look for either expenses or compensation to boards of supervisors; ai:id 
that such salaries, so paid by the State, be as much as $2,500 per 
annum, besides expenses. 

Circulars to Tristees and Teachers. — I enclose copies of circulars from 
time to time issued to trustees and teachers; also a blank for notices of 
visits, and some rather more convenient and durable blanks for certifi- 
cates, all of which have been useful. 

Taxation of this County. — I also enclose a copy of letter, published 
some time since in one of the local papers, on the subject of the uneq^ual 
taxation of this county. I .would call attention to its statements, and 
some of its conclusions. You will notice that, as well as this report, it 
is more hastily written than the importance of the subject justifies. 

Object Teaching. — This process seems to be founded on old, tried and 
correct principles, but many of its over-zealous friends seem to wish to I g 
introduce it where it cannot belong, to claim for it what it cannot | [ 
accomplish, and to make it, instead of an auxiliary and a means, a 
unique and perfect system, a complete school of new philosophy. I fear 
that the reaction from this radical view, together with the popular and 
in the' main correct notion that there is no royal road to knowledge, will 
weaken its influence, and defeat some of its wished for results. There 
is such a thing as making desirable things too easy. There is such a 
thing too, as a necessary discipline of young minds; the discipline and 
preparation of the memory for receiving and holding ideas, and for 
forming clear and well defined notions of principles, which alone are 
valuable, and this too at a very tender age. I think I can understand 
bow the exercise of learning the rudiments may be smoothed down and 
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T Hated, so as to defeat, in a measure, the other great end of mental 
ipliiie. It is not uncommon to hear men deplore the distribution of 
State school moneys. Take away the active, paying interest in 
^s, and they frecjuently become uninteresting. If men work for 
li^cts and institutions, they ordinarily appreciate them. So far as 
^ct-teaching is Subject-teaching in its best sense, so far every one 
"■ ^ ^ go in commending it. 

ut this is no place for even recapitulating reasons. I only wish to 
ress regret that too much unbalanced zeal and too little regard for 
^* «Ht are perhaps prejudices in favor of an excellent old system, are 
^ly to prejudice the usefulness of a useful idea, 
^usic IN Schools. — This refining influence is widely felt, and almost 
^ersally acknowledged in this district. The larger schools consider 
* ^ ^^ piano an indispensable article of school furniture. I know of no- 
' *^ ^ x\g which elevates the sentiment and tone of school feeling, like vocal 
instrumental music. 
Military Discipline in Schools. — The prejudice formerly existing 
ainst a certain amount of military discipline in schools, in formations, 
^^^^lls, class-changes and so forth, seems to have been giving way for the 
•-^^t four years. 

Compulsory Attendance at Schools. — It would seem that we must soon 
^ome to one of two things; either the restriction of the right of suffrage 
t-o such as have sufficient education to exercise it intelligently, or the 
I'eturn to first principles, and the compulsory education of all our future 
Voters. Considering the political axiom, that the People never surren- 
der power once grasped, the easier way would seem to be to make 
ignorance impossible, by making universal intelligence compulsory, by 
Compelling all children to attend school. It will be easily seen, that in 
a country like ours, this would not cover quite all the ground; but one 
step in advance is better than no progress. 

Teachers' Institutes. — In this county these should be either entirely 
reorganized and conducted on altogether different, principles, or abol- 
ished. In this vicinity, it is impossible to coax or argue teachers into 
€ittending them. They complain that they hear and learn nothing new, 
fcut that the thing is an old story repeated year by year. With the 
ctmount of money allowed by the State for conducting them, it is impos- 
sible to make them more interesting to the teachers. To compel teachers 
"to attend them by statute provision as is frequently recommended, would, 
xinless great changes were introduced, be a hardship not to be thought of. 
Trustees and Boards of Education. — It is often urged that some pro- 
vision of law should be made to pay trustees of schools, of a certain 
class and size, for their time and trouble in looking after the interests 
of their schools. It is claimed that under the new law, it is almost im- 
possible to get good men to serve as trustees. With paid boards, it is 
urged that a higher standard of qualification, and a closer attention to 
school interests, could very properly be demanded. 
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Blanks. — I would suggest that your Department send out the fall s'^zip- 
ply of blanks a little earlier. The registers and blanks for trusts ^a> 
reports, if in the hands of Commissioners early in September, co^^uld 
easily be sent to every town clerk's office through the delegates to —tihe 
different county and district political conventions. 

It has also been noticed that the Commiss'oners' blank abstracts ^^i^all 
for statistics, which the trustees are not obliged to report. In \^^- }^^ 
are called *' Joint Districts," in two or more counties, the abstract ^^g^^ 
for the average daily attendance of children out of the district (am. ^ q^ 
course in the county). The tiustces report only the wfiole average q^j 
of the district, not discriminating which of these foreign children c^oyng 
from one county and which from another. It is impossible, in such cases 
to satisfy the demand of the blank abstract. 

Educational Journals. — I believe it is generally conceded that the 
besteducational journals circulating in the district, are conducted by pri- 
vate enterprise. In this, of course, they make no exception to a general 
rule. 

Uniformity of Text-books. — I would further recommend that tlie De- 
partment of Public Instruction undertake to make the class and text- 
books uniform throughout the State. 

I have found it a groat convenience to trustees and teachers to keep 
a sort of educational agency in my office, where trustees can hear of 
teachers, and teachers of schools; thus furnishing with teachers about 
thirty per cent, of the schools in the district. 

Boundaries of Districts. — I would recommend it be made by statute 
the duty of district clerks to bound and define their respective districts, 
as the boundaries are now understood, and to file the same in the offices 
of the County Clerks. The necessary alterations could then be easily 
made by the Commissioners. 

Corporal Punishment. — It would seem that there could be no objection 
to trying the experiment which proved very successful in the schoolB of 
Greece, and abolishing corporal punishment in our schools. As an ex- 
periment, and without expressing a conjecture as to its success, I should 
like to see the abolishment of corporal punishment in schools, and the 
substitution therefor of the law of mildness and moral suasion; as well 
as the assiduous inculcation of a higher and deeper sense of personal 
bcnor in school conduct and discipline. The two things may not prove 
entirely incompatible ; the requiring of all children, both to attend school 
and to behave while there, so as to render corporal punishment Vi^' 
necessary. 

Religious School Exercises. — I would further recommend that sonae 
formal acknowledgment of at least the existence, the supremacy, BJi^ 
the beneficence of some kind of a Deity or Divine Providence, be adopted 
for use in all the schools in this State. No rational objection to this 
could be raised by any who believe in the existence of a God; and the 
objections of such as do not, might pass for what they are worth. Such 
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3ould complain of no unconstitutional interference with their religious 
«riew8; they have none. 

I try to properly appreciate the danger of any approach to a religious 
establishment ; but the recoil of mind from this has carried us to the 
i>ther equally deplorable extreme; presenting to us the godless sight of 
thousands and tens of thousands of schools, organized and conducted 
under State laws, where young minds are taught whatever they learn of 
the crowning graces, which open and continue and close, day by day, 
and year after year, without ever making, or in many cases daring to 
make, the faintest allusion to the fostering care of Almighty God. I, 
eir, am no minister; I advocate no denominational views; I advance no 
sectarian claims. All that I ask, and I do ask this, in view of the terri- 
lole humiliations of the last four years, is, that as a simply monotheistic 
people, we endeavor in this matter to follow the example of all heathen- 
dom, and to recognize, and if possible forward this modem tendency of 
all classes and creeds to a union of religious minds on broad and gene- 
rous religious principles. Such it seems to me would be the tendency 
of that which is recommended. 

New School Law. — Most of the new provisions of the School Code of 
1864 seem to be demanded by the progress of popular instruction. One 
change would seem desirable, and that is that the one-half of the *^ pupil 
quotdj^ instead of being apportioned according to the average attendance 
of pupils, should be apportioned on a mixed or compound ratio of time 
taught and average attendance. 

Normal Schooi . — It would seem desirable that this School should be 
more generally appreciated, and that appointments to it should be made 
by regular promotions and after competitive examinations. This can be 
done, and the proper feeling toward the school inspired, when the State 
shall conclude to take the cause of popular education more closely under 
Its protection; give its Normal scholars a regular and liberal collegiate 
education, with degrees, perhaps paying their whole expenses, as the 
General Government does for its cadets; obliging the graduates to teach, 
perhaps, for a certain time after leaving the school; or possibly aj^poin^- 
hng them, as the reward of merit, to positions as tutors or instructors, 
in Graded School^, High Schools, Academies, or even Colleges — where 
there should be the possibility of regular promotion. 

If we can afford to imitate the despotic governments in anything, that 
"thing is the educational establishment. With a real and bona fide State 
XFniversity, we may be able to connect as proud and honorable a feeling 
"with the profession of teaching as with that of arms. 

Teachers' District Association. — This has been well attended, quar- 
terly, and its discussions have been of much service in disseminating 
the valuable ideas of the more experienced teachers. 

I have endeavored to keep in mind, in this paper, that a Report is for 
facts, not arguments. I have also tried to report such facts as you 
desire, head by liead. If I have gone beyond the ordinary range of sul> 
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Wages vary from $2 a week to $50 a month, the average being about 
$5 a week and board. In this respect little difference is made between 
niale and female teachers, qualifications being the criterion. 

District Libraries are poor and profitless, being mostly neglected for 
more transient and often trifling reading. It seems almost a waste to 
«i.pp1y any more money in this direction. 

Rate-bills. — In many districts the tendency of rate-bills is manifestly 
"to keep children, whose parents are in moderate circumstances, from 
«fcttending school; and many are anxiously wishing for their abolition 
^nd the establishment of free schools. 

Text-books. — Those most in use are Sanders' Readers and Speller, 
^(onteith and McNally's Geographies, Robinson's Mathematics, and 
brown's Grammar. 

School Houses. — Most of the school houses in this district are com- 
fortable and convenient, and furnished with blackboards, some with 
maps and charts, and a few with globes. Several new houses have been 
erected, some of them of the most approved style. Several more will 
be built the coming year. 

Academies. — The Middlebury Academy, at Wyoming, under the man- 
agement of Prof M. Weed, is in a flourishing condition, and worthy of 
its well earned reputation. The discipline and instruction are both 
thorough and judicious. Many of the graduates are among our best 
teachers. The average attendance for the last year was 120. 

The academical department of the Union Free School in the village of 
Warsaw, is a properous institution. The liberal and enlightened policy 
of the board of education is apparent in its success. Prof. C. H. Dann, 
the principal, is winning golden opinions for his skill, thoroughness and 
energy. 

The academy building at Perry is a handsome and commodious struc- 
ture. The attendance has not been so large as at Warsaw or Wyoming, 
but the instruction is thorough and systematic, under the direction of 
Id. R. Atkins, a gentleman of superior ability and large, experience. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Institute, which has been kept up annually 
for twenty-three years, was held for two weeks, commencing September 
4, — the first week at Wyoming, the second week at Arcade. It is said 
to have been the most successful ever held in the county. Their success 
is believed to be due in great measure to the efficient services of our 
instructors, James Cruikshank, LL. D., of Albany, John H. French, LL. D., 
of Syracuse, Prof. M. Weed and Prof Benson, Dr. Lambert, of Peekskill, 
Prof. Townsend, of Rochester, Prof. J. W. Barker, of Buffalo. Rev. Mr. 
Crane and Prof C. H. Dann gave valuable instruction and lectures. 
Several members of the Institute read essays of much merit. One of 
these essays has since appeared in the New York Teacher, Discussion 
of practical questions and good music had also their place«in the exer- 
cises. The average daily attendance was 142. Sixty-five teachers of 
the county have subscribed for the New York Teacher^ thus indicating 
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their interest in educational profjress, and evincing a determination to 
avail themselves of the best sources of professional instruction and in- 
formation. 

Commissioner's Labors. — 1 held a convention in each town last spring 
for the examination of teachers. The fall examinations were made at 
the Institute. The trustees, in their reports, credit me with 192 school 
visits — a little less than two to each district. 

Our quota at the Norn^al School is full, and we have several applica- 
tions on hand. 

We have a very flourishing Teachers' Association, which meets three 
times a year. Much interest is manifested in its sessions, and there is 
evidence of growing interest among school officers, parents and teachers . 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. F. CHAFFEE, School Commissioner. 
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